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THE SAFETY-CURTAIN 


CHAPTER 1 

THE ESCAPE 

A GREAT shout of a{)plausc went through the crowdcti 
hail as the Dragon* Fly Dance came to an end, and 
the Dragon-Fly, with quivering, iridescent wing*>, 
flashed away. 

It was the third encore. I'hc dance was a niarvel- 
bus one, a piece of dazzling intricacy, of swift and 
uncx|>ecicti subtleties, of almost su|>tThurnan grace. 
It must liavt proved utterly exhausting any 
ordinary ^ licing , but to that cicature of fire and 
magic i| W'as no tnore than a glittering faufasy, a 
whir! tuO sv-afl lot the ryr to follow or the iaiim o* 

"Is If a boy or a girl?'* asked a man in the front 
row. 

IUh a Inw, ol cfnirse/' said bis nngliliour. ^'hortly. 

He was the cmly member ^4 iUr audience who did 
not take part in that third encore. He sat ,si|uardy 
in his seat throughout the uproar, watching the stage 
with pirtcmg grey eyes that never vaitrd in riicir strrii 
ditrsinesa llisbiaass '•veie df awn ab.or I firm Uin*k. 
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straight brows that spoke to a formidable strength of 
purpose. He was plainly a man who was accusl ■ uurii 
to hew his own way through life-, tlrspising :he 
trodden paths, overcoming In gmn pn 

sistenec. 

Louder and louder swelled the tuiinilt. It w 
evident that nothing but a repefin'cuj oi t!ie wuiidrt - 
dance would content the audiriiue, Thrv yellrd 
. themselves hoarse for it ; anti when, light *is au, 
incredibly swift, the green Dragon l*'!v tiarfrfi hark, 
they outdid themselves in tlie nnuiiirsH *»! thrir wrh 
come. The noise seemed dnikr the ImtUfiiig 
' Only the man in the Irtmt mw wnh ilir .itrin-grry 
eyes and iron-hard mouth made ut» mijvriiirnt. nf 
sound of any sort. He merely watchrti \\i!h tmt Imiig* 
ing intentness the face that gleamed, wiiiif, 

above the shimmering metallic gieru iiliaf 

clothed the dancer’s slim body. 

. The noise ceased as the wild taranfflLi piorreder! 
There fell a deep hush, broken only by ilif »ilvrr 
of a flute played somewhere behind the emtaui Th# 
dancer’s movements were wholly williouf nouml. 1 he 
quivering, whirling feet scarcely fccmeti lt,i foitch die ■ 
■floor. ".It was a dance of inspiralbn, pows’iing 4 
strange and irresistible fascination, 1 wciul and 
.meteoric, rush, that held the onlookan with btltd 
breath. 

It lasted for perhaps two minutes, that intn.^r and 
trance-like stillness; then, like a stone fiuny into 
glassy depths, a woman’s scream rudely shaitrwd «l. 
a piercing, terror-stricken scream that broughi the' 
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raj It audience back to earth with a shock as the 
liquid music of the flute suddenly ceased. 

■' Fire !” cried the voice. "Fire! Fire!" 

1 here was an instant of horrified inaction, and 
in that instant a tonijue of flame shot like a fiery ser- 
pent through the closed curtains behind the dancer 
In a moment the cry was caught up and repeated in 
a <lo/en directions, and even as it went from mouth 
to mouth the .salety-curtain began to descend. 

riie dttneer was forgotten, swept as it were from 
the itumls of the audience as an insect whose life 
was of III) at:couut. hrom the back of the .siaj.;e came 
a rotir like the rotir of an open furnace A great 
wave tif heat rushed into the hall, and people turned 
like lerrilied, stampeding animals and made for the 
exits. 

The I>ragon-h'lv still stood behind the foujlight-s 
poised as if for flight, glancing this way and that, 
shimmering trom hcatl to foot in the awful glare that 
spread behind the tlescending curtain It was evident 
that retreat fiehinri the scenes was impassible, and in 
another moment or two that falling curtain would 
cut off the only way left, 

But '.tiddenly, before the dancer’s hunted eyes, » 
man leapt forward, He field up his arms, making 
him>.elf ficaui in Hear roinrnand above the dreadful 
liahel behind him 

"Quick!" he cried "Jump!" 

! he wild eyes flasliet! down at him, wavered, and 
were caught m his compelhng gaxe For a smrle 
instant- the last -the trembling, glittering 
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seemed to hesitate, then like a streak <*» 

leapt straight over the footlights uito tia- .uif .iietched 

arms. 

They caught and held with uinvavfnn;.; iron 
.'strength. In the midst of a turmuii i liable 

the Dragon-Fly hung quivering on the man's Inrast. 
the gauze wings shattered in that rluse, sustaunng 
grip. The safety-curtain cajne down wstli .( thud, 
shutting off the horrors behind, and ,i loud vmiit 
yelled through the building assuring thr srething 
crowd of safety. 

But panic had set in Tlir he.it was t«-nsfu 
People fought and struggled to reaih the evils 

The dancer turned in the man’s arms atni raised 
a deathly face, gripping his shoulders with t linging, 
convulsive fingers. Two wild dark eyes lucked up 
to his, desperately afraid, seeking reasMir.iiue 

He answered that look briefly with stem rom 
posure. 

“Be still I I shal! save you if I can" 

The dancer’s heart was beating in mad terreu 
against his own, but at his words it seemed ti 
grow a little calmer. Quivcringly the white bp* 
spoke. 

"There is a door— dose to the itage-Hi little 
door — behind a green curtain — if we could reach it " 

" Ah !" the man said. 

His eyes went to the stage, from the proxiimly of 
which the/ audience had fled affrighted. He ipieil 
the curtain, 

, Only a few people intervened between him and 
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It. and they were struggling to escape in the oppo- 
site direction. 

Quick!" gasped the dancer. 

lie turned, snatched up his great-coat, and 
wrapped it about the slight, boyish figure. 'Ilic 
great dark eyes that shone out of the small white 
face thanked him for the action. The clinging hands 
slipped from his shoulders and clasjxid his arm 
logether they faced the fearful heat that raged 
behind the safety-curtain. 

Ihey reached the small door, gasping. It was 
almost hidden by green drapery. But the dancer 
was evidently faniiliur with it. In a moment it was 
open. A great burst of .smoke met them. The man 
drew back. But a quick hand closed upon his. draw- 
ing him on. He went blindly, feeling as if he were 
stepping into ffie heart of a funiace, yet strangely 
determined to go forward, whatever came of it. 

The smoke and (he heat were frightful, suffocating 
tn their intensity. I he ro,ar of the unswm tlainff 
seemed to fill the world. 

The door swung to behind them. They stood in 

seethiiiy’ dar kites, 

But agiiifi the small clinging hand pulled iitoh liit 
man. 

Quick!'* thf dancer cried again. 

Choked and gasping, hut resolute still, he fob 
lowed. They ran through a passage that must have 
been on the very etlgc of the vortex of fiame, for 
behind them ere they left it a red light glared. 

It showed another door in front of them with wh.cb 
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the dancer struggled a moment, then ujx-n. 

They burst through it together, and the culd nigiit- 
wind met them like an angel of deliverance. 

The man gasped and gasped again, fdling his 
parched lungs with its healing freshness. !lis cniu- 
panion uttered a strange, high laugh, ami ih.iggni 
him forth into the open. 

They emerged in a narrow alley, sunutnuleti liy 
tall houses. vThe night was dark and wet. l iie i.iin 
pattered upon them as they staggi'ied out nitu a 
space that seemed deserted. The sudiini (pnet nfler 
the awful turmoil they had 'just left was like the 
silence of death. 

The man stood still and wiped the sweat in a 
dazed fashion from his face. The little dancer reeled 
back against the wall, panting desperately. 

For a space neither moved. 'J'hen, terniily, the 
silence was rent by a cra.sh and the roar of {latnes 
An awful redness leapt across the darkness uf the 
night, revealing each to each. 

The dancer stood up suddenly and niaiie an odd 
little gesture of farewell; then, swiftly, to the man's 
amazement, turned back towards the door through 
which they had burst but a few secuntb before 
He stared for a moment-only a moment nnt 
believing he saw aright; then with a single stride he 
reached and roughly seized the small, oddly-shaped 
figure. 

He heard a faint cry, and there ensued a sharp 
struggle against his hold; but he pinioned the Ihm 
young arms without ceremony, gripping ihetn fast 
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In the awful, flickering' glare abo%'e them his eyes 
shone downwards, dominant, relentless. 

“Are you mad?” he said. 

The small dark head was shaken vehemently, with 
{jesturcs curiously suggestive of an imprisoned insect. 
It was as if wild wings fluttered against captivity. 

And then all in a moment the struggling ceased, 
and in a low, eager voice the captive began to 
plead. 

" Please, please let me go ! You don't know™ 
you d<in’t understand. I came - because- hecan.se 
you called. Put I was wrong--! was wnmg to come. 
You couldn't keep mc—”you wouldn’t keep me — 
agaimst my will !” 

“ Do you want to die, then?" tlie man demanded. 
"Arc yoji tired of life?" 

His eyes .still shone piercingly down, but they 
read hut little, for tlic dancer’s were firmly dosed 
against them, even while the dark crupjied head 
nodded a strangely vigorous aflirmalivc. 

“ Yes, that is it 1 I am so tired — so tired of life I 

Ilon’t keep me! Let me go -while I have the 

strength!’’ The little, white, sharp-featured face, 
with its tight-shut eyes and childi.sh, quivering 
mouth, wa.s painfully pathetic. " Death can’t be 
more dreadful than life,” the low voice urge<L “If 1 
don’t go luifk -I .shall he so sorry afterwards. Why 
should one live~ to .suffer?” 

It was piteously sjjoken, so piteously that for a 
moinrnt the man seemerl moved to compassion. His 
hold relaxeii ; but when the little form between hit 
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hands took swift advantage and strained dresh lor 
freedom he instantly tightened his grip. 

“No, no!” he said, harshly. “There ,ue nlher 
things in life. You don’t know what you ate iloing, 
You arc not responsible.” 

The dark eyes opened upon him then wTlr. 
reproachful, mystcriou.sly far-.seeing. " I shall not he 
responsible — if you make me live,” said the I >r.igon- 
Fly, with the air of one risking a final ch-sprrate 

throw. 

It was almost an open challenge, and it was 
accepted instantly, with grim decision, “ Vny well 
The responsibility is mine,” the man said briefly 
" Come with me !” 

His arm encircled the narrow shoulders, ile rlrew 
his young companion unresisting from the ifmt. 
They left the glare of the furnace behind them, and 
threaded their way through dark and winding alleyi 
back to the throbbing life of the city thorotighfarm, 
back into the whirl and stress of that human exist- 
ence which both had nearly quitted— and one had 
strenuously striven to quit— so short « time before. 

CHAPTER II 

NOBODY’S BUSINESS 

"My name is Merryon,’* tibe mm said, Curtly, **| 
am a major in the Indian Army— home on learn 
|Ib’W''teIl me about yoursdif P 
lie delivered the information in the brief, aggret* 
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*ivc fashion that seemed to be characteristic of him, 
and he looked over the head of his yoinifj visitor as 
hr. did so, almost as if he made the statement; atrainst 
his will. 

The visitor, still clad in his preat-coiit, crcniched 
like a doj; on the hearthrug before the fiic in 
Merryon’.s sitting-room, and gazed with wide, un- 
blinking eyes into the flames. 

After a few moments Merryon’s eyes descended to 
the dark head and surveyed it critically. The collar 
of his coal was turned up all nroiind it. It was 
glistening with rain-drops and looked like the head 
of some small, furry animal. 

As if aware of that straight regard, the dancer 
presently spoke, without turning or rntn'ing :in eyelid. 

"What yo!i are doe.sn’t matter to anyone except 
yourself. And what I am doesn’t matter either. It's 
nobody's business. ’’ 

“ I see," said Merryon. 

A faint smile crossed his grim, har<l. featured face. 
He rat down in a low chair near his gtjest am! drew 
to his side a small table that bore a tray of refrrsb- 
ments. He poured out a glass of wine aiul held it 
towards the queer, eifln figure cntuched urnm bis 
hearth. 

'File dark eyes suddenly flaslied from the fire to 
bi.s face. "Why d<» you ofler me ■ that ?" the dancer 
dicinamleil, in a voice that was curifim-ly vibrant, as 
though it strove to con®*!! iofiif f*vrrm^!jf!mirig 
** Why you give me-- -a tmm*n drink ^ 

" Because I think this will suit you better," Herryun 
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said; and he spoke with a gentleness that was fuldl 
at variance with the frown that drew his iirnws. 

• The dark eyes stared up at him, scarrd ami drliutv 
for the passage of several seconds; flie!i, verv sini 
denly, the tension went out of the white, piiu'hec 
face. It screwed up like the face of a hurt child, am 
all in a moment the little, hudilled figure mlhipset' 
on the floor at his feet, while sobs- a wnman’s qnive; 
ing,. piteous sobs — filled the silence ol the ivinui. 

Merryon’s own face was a curions nii.sturr of jut] 
and constraint as he .set down flic ghiss :u«l stoopet; 
forward over the shaking, anguislu'd form. 

“Look here, child!” he .said, ami whairver rl‘.< 
was in his voice it certainly held none of the Imnlm* .! 
habitual to it. "You’re upset— unnerved. Uon'tcrii 
so! Whatever you’ve been through, it’s over. N< 
one can make you go back. Do you uiulerst.imi i 
You’re free!” 

He laid his. hand, with the clumsiness of one litfld 
accustomed to console, upon tiie bowed hi.nk heail 
“Don’t!” he said again. "Don’t rrv so! Whal 
the devil does it matter? You're .sate enough witii 
me. I’m not the sort of bounder to give you away.** 
,'2he drew a little nearer to him. " You— you're no| 
a bounder — at all,” she assured him belwreti her sobs 
“You’re just-— a gentleman. That's what you are !" 

“All right," said Merryon. " Leave off eryinjj !" 

■ He spoke with the same species of awkw.ufl kimb 
liness that characterized his actions, and there must 
have be«i something strangely conjforting in his 
speech, for the little dancer’s tears ceased as afiruplly 
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as they had begun. She dashed a trembling hand 
across her eyes. 

"Who’s crying?" she said. 

He uttered a brief, half-grudging laugh. " That’s 
better. Now drink some wine ! Yes, I insist ! You 
must eat something, too. You look half-starved.” 

She accepted the wine, sitting in an acrobatic 
attitude on the floor facing him. She drank it, and 
an odd sparkle of mischief shot up in her great eyes 
She surveyed him with an impish expression — much 
as a grasshopper might survey a toad. 

"Arc you married?" she enquired, unexpectedly. 

" No,” said Merryon, shortly, “ Why ?’’ 

She gave a little laugh that had a catch in it. “I 
was only thinking that your wife wouldn’t like me 
much. Women are so suspicious " 

Merryon turned aside, and began to pour out a 
drink for himself. There was .something .strangely 
elusive about this little creature whom Fortune had 
flung to him. lie wondered what lie should do with 
her. Was .s!ic too old for a foundling hospital ? 

“ How old arc you ?" he asked abruptly. 

She did not answer. 

He looked at her, frowning. 

“Don't!” she said. “It’s ugly. I’m not quite 
forty. Ifinv old are yon?" 

" Wliat ?” said Merrvon. 

"Not- quite— forty," she said again, with extreme 
distinctness. " I'm small for niy age, I know. But 
I shall never grow any more now. I low old did you 
say you were ?" 
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Merryon’s eyes reg:arded her pierdni^fly. "I 'dot) 

like the truth,” he said, in his short, ftriiii was'. 

She made a grimace that turned into an mini 
smile. “Then yon must stick to the ihmiis tli 
matter,” she said. “That is — nobody's hiisit'.ess." 

He. tried to look severe, but very nirtonsir l.iile 
He picked up a plate of sandvviclies to Jiia .k 
momentary confusion, and offered if to her, 

Again, with simplicity, she accepted, ami liiere h; 
a silence between them while she ate, her even jgai 
upon the fire. Her face, in repose, w.i-: the <;,nide, 
thing he had ever seen. More liian ever did si 
make him think of a child that had hern hurt, 

She finished her sandwich and sat fur a while !e) 
in thought. Merryon leaned hack in his rh.nr, watcl 
ing her. The little, pointed features pu'.srssed n 
beauty, yet they had that which drew the attentio 
irresistibly. The delicate charm of her data ing wa 
somehow expressed in every line. There was fin 
too— a strange, bewitching fire—behintl the thn 
black lashes. 

Very suddenly that fire was fumed npnn hi:; 
again. i!,. With a swift, darting movement n!ie knell n| 
in front of him, her clasped hands on his knees, 
“Why did you save me just now?" she 
"Why wouldn’t you let me die?" 

He looked full at her. She vibrated like a winty*i 
creature on the verge of taking flight, Ilnl her eyr , 
her eyes sought his with a strange assurame a \ 
though they saw in him a comrade. 

“Why did you make me live when I wanted 
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die?” she insisted. "Is life so desirable? Have 
you found it so?'* 

His brows contracted at the last question, even 
while his mouth curved cynically. "Some people 
find it so,” he said. 

“ But you ?” she said, and there was almost accusa- 
tion in her voice. “ Have the gods bt!cn kind to 
you ? Or have they thrown you the drugs — just the 
dregs ?" 

I'hc passionate note in the words, subdued though 
'! was, was not to be mistaken. It .stirred him oddly, 
making hnn see her for the first time as a woman 
rather than as the fantastic being, half-elf, half-child, 
whom h(; had wrested from the very jaws of Death 
against her will. He leaned slowly forward, marking 
the deep, fieep shadows about her eyes, the vivid red 
•f her lip.s. 

" What do you know about the dregs ?" he said. 

She beat her iiands with a small, fierce movement 
•n his knees, mutely refusing to answer. 

“Ah, well,” he said, "I don’t know why I should 
answer either. But I will. Yes, I’ve had dregs-- 
dreg.s--and nothing but dregs, for the last fiftocn 
years.” 

He spoke with a bitterness that he scarcely 
attempted to restrain, and the girl at his feet 
nodded — a wise little feminine nod. 

'T knew you had. It comes harder to a maa, 
doesn’t it ?" 

"I don’t know why U, should,” said Merryon, 
moodily. 
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“ I do,” said the Dragon-Fly. “ It’s bfcausc u.ci 
were made to boss creation. See? You’re one < 
the bosses, you are. You've been led to expect^ 
lot, and because you haven’t had it you feel yon’^ 
been cheated. Life is like that. It’s just a thin 
that mocks at you. I know.” 

She nodded again, and an odd, willu' tlse wis 

smile flitted over her face. 

“You seem to know — something of life, the m.i. 

said. 

She uttered a queer, choking laugh. " I ife is 
big, big swindle,” .she said. " ’rhe only happy peopl 
in the world are those who haven’t found it out. Hu 
you— you say there are other things in life beside 
suffering. How did you know that if— if you’v 
never had anything but dregs ?" 

. “Ah!" Merryon said " You have me there " 

He was still looking full into tho‘e *hadow| 
eyes with a curious, dawning fellowship in hi 
own. 

“You have me there,” he repeated, ” Ihit I *!i 
know. I was happy enough once, — ” H 

stopped. 

“Things went wrong?" insinuated the Dragon 
Fly, sitting down on her heels in a cliildi'sh attittnl 
of attention, 

“Yes,” Merryon admitted, in his sullen f.iihior 
“ Things went wrong, I found I was the son of i 
thief. He’s dead now, thank Heaven. But h 
dragged me under first. I’ve been at odtis with lif 
ever since.” 
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"But a man can start agfain,” said the Dragon- 
Fly, with her air of worldly wisdom. 

“ Oh, yes, I did that.” Merryon’s smile was one of 
exceeding bitterness. “ I enlisted and went to South 
Africa. I hoped for death, and I won a commission 
instead.” 

The girl’s eyes shone with interest " But that wai 
luck !”• she said. 

“ Oh, yes ; it was luck of a sort — the damnable, 
unsatisfactory sort I entered the Indian Army, and 
I’ve got on. But socially I'm practically an outcast. 
Ihey’rc polite to me, but they leave me outside. The 
man who rose from the ranks — the fellow with a 
.‘.hady past — fought shy of by the women, just toler- 
ated by the men, covertly despised by the young- 
sters. I’hat’s the sort of person I am. It galled 
me once. I’m u.sed to it now,” 

Merryon’s grim voice went into grimni«c silence 
He was staring sombrely into the fire, almost as it 
he had forgotten his companion. 

There fell a pause; then, “You poor dear!” said 
the Dragon-Fly, sympathetically. ” Rut I exjxrt 
you arc like that, you know, I expect it's a bit yow 
own fault.” 

He luoket! at her in surprise. 

" No. I’m not meaning anything nasty,” she assured 
him, with that quick .smile of hers whose sweetness 
he vfzs just beginning to realize. " But after a bad 
knock-out like yours a man naturally looks f<vr 
trouble. He gets .suspicious, and a .snub or two doe* 
the rest. He isn’t taking any more. It's a pity you’re 
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my affairs," he said, after a moment. “ It seems to 
me that yours are the most important just now. 
Aren’t you going to tell me anything about them 

She gave a smail, emphatic shake of the head. “ I 
should have been dead by this time if you hadn't 
interfered," she said. “ I haven’t got any affairs.” 

" Then it’s up to me to look after you," Merryon 
said» quietly. 

But she shook her head at that more vigorously 
stilL You look after me!” Her voice treni!)led on 
a note of derision. “Sure, you’re joking!" she pro- 
tested. “ I’ve looked after myself ever since I w »8 
eight" 

" And made a .success of it ?” Merryon asked. 

Her eyes shot swift defiance. “That’s nobod v» 
business hut my own,” she said. “You know whtf 
I think of life." 

Merryon’s hand closed slowly upon hers. “ The r* 
seems to be a pair of us ” he said. “ You can’t refus# 
to let me help you—for fellowship’s sake." 

I he red lips trembled suddenly. The dark eye* 
fell before hi.s for the first time. She spoke almoat 
under her breath. " I’m too old— to take help from a 
man-™ .ike. that." 

He bent slightly towards her. “What has age to 
do with it ?" 

" hiverything," Her eyes remained downcast; tho 
hand he held was trying to wriggle free, but he would 
not suffer it. 

“ Circumstances alter cases." he said. " I acrepted 
the responsibility when I saved you.*' 
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“But you haven’t the least idea what to do wil 
me,” said the Dragon-Fly, with a fori-rii .a.:;.-, “ \ 
ought to have thought of that. \oii II he l>.u, 

to India soon. And I-and I ” She stoppei 

still stubbornly refusing to meet the niait . ryes. 

“I am going back next week," Merryon 'aiii. 

“How fine to be you !" said the ihagon-My. u 
wouldn’t like to take me with you now as an r.i!t 
de ckambre?" 

He raised his brows monicntarilv. Then : ''Wmili 
you come?” he asked, with a certain rotijjhnens, a 
though he suspected her of trif! ing 

She raised her eyes suddenly, kindled and eagri 
“ Would I come!” she said, in a tone that saiii iijor 
than words. 

“You would?" he said, and laid an afuiipt h,un 
on her shoulder. "You would, eh?” 

She knelt up swiftly, the coat that etivelnped he 
falling back, displaying the slim, boyish figiirr, th 
active, supple limbs. Her breathing came fhrotigl 
parted lips. 

“As your— your servant— your v,ilrt ?** she jsantrti 
His rough brows drew together. " My what ? C!no< 
heavens, nol I could only take you in one r.iipacity. 

She started back from his hand. For a moinen 
sheer horror looked out from her cyai. Then, almni 
in the same instant, ttiey were veiled. She caugh 
her breath, saying no word, only dumbly waitinf] 

“I could only take you as my wife," be saiti. Hi] 
in that half-bantering, half-embarrassed o 

his. “Will you come?" 
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She threw back her head and stared at him 
” Marry yoii ! What, really ? Really ?” she ques- 
tioned, breathlessly. 

“ Morel} for appearances’ sake,” said Merryon, 
with grim irony. " The regimental morals arc some- 
what easily offended, and an outsider like myself 
can’t be too careful." 

The girl was still staring at him, as though at 
some novel specimen of humanity that had never 
before crossed her path. Suddenly she leaned 
towards him, looking him full and straight in the 
eyes. 

" What would you do if I said * Yes ’ ?" she ques- 
tioned, in a small, tense whisper. 

He looked back at her, half interested, half 
amused. " Do, urchin ? Why, marry you,” he 
said. 

"Really marry me?" she urged. "Not make- 
believe ?" 

He stiffened at that, "Do you know what you’re 
saying?" he demanderl, sternly. 

She sprang to her feet with a wild, startled move- 
ment; then, as he remained seated, paused, looking 
down at him sideways, half-doubtful, half-confiding. 

" But you can't be in earnest !" she said. 

‘ I am in earnest.” He raised his fare to her with 
* certain doggedness, as though challrnging her to 
detect in it , aught but Ijonesty. "I may !*e several 
kinds of a fool." he sait!, '‘but I am in earnent I’m 
no great catch, Imt HI marry you if yon'll havr flip 
ril protect you. and !’» be good to you. 1 can't 
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promise to make you happy, of course, hut au; 
way, I shan’t make you miserable. 

“But— but — She still stood before him j 
•though hovering on the edge of fliglit. Her li| 
were trembling, her whole form quivering am! srii 
tillating in the lamplight. She halted on the wok; 
as if uncertain how to proceed. 

“What is it?” said Merryon. 

And then, quite suddenly, his mood softened 

He leaned slowly forward. 

“You needn’t be afraid of me," he said. " F) 
not a heady youngster. I shan’t gobble von up." 

She laughed at that— a quick, nervous langl 
“And you won’t beat me either? Promise}" 

He frowned at her. " Beat you 1 I ?" 

She nodded several times, faintly smiling. * Y« 
you, Mr. Momsterl Fm sure you could " 

He smiled also, somewhat grimly. " You're witm| 
madam. I couldn’t beat a child.” 

“Oh, my!” she said, and threw up her arms wit 
a quivering laugh, dropping his coat in a heap on th 
floor. " How old do you think this child is ?" sh 
questioned, glancing down at him in her sidelonjj 
speculative fashioa 

He looked at her hard and straight, looked at th 
slim young body in its sheath of iridescent greei 
that shimmered vrith every breath she drew, and vrr; 
suddenly be rose. 

She naade a spring backwards, hut she was toi 
late He caught and hdd her, 

^ Let me go F she cried, her face crimson. 
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" Blit why ?” Merryon’a voice fell curt and direct. 
He held her firmly by the shoulders. 

She struggled against him fiercely for a moment, 
then became suddenly still " You’re not a brute, are 
you ?” she questioned, breathlessly. “ You — you’ll be 
good to me? You said sol” 

He surveyed her grimly. "Yes, I will be good to 
you,” he said. “ But I’m not going to be fooled 
Understand? If you marry me, you must play th< 
part. I don’t know how old you are. I don’t greatlj 
care. All I do care about is that you behave your- 
srif as the wife of a man in my position should 
You’re old enough to know what that racan.s, I sup- 
pose ?” 

He spoke impressively, but the effect of his words 
was not quite what he expected. The point of a very 
red tongue came suddenly from between the red lips, 
and instantly disappeared. 

" That all ?” she said. " Oh, yes ; I think I can do 
that ni try, anyway. And if you’re not satisfied- 
well, you’ll have to let me know. See? Now let me 
go. there’s a good man ! I don’t like the feci of your 
hands." 

He let her go in answer to the pleading of her eyoo, 
and she slipped from his grasp like an eel, caught up 
the coat at her feet, and wriggled into it. 

Then, impishly, she faced him, buttoning it with 
nimble fingers tlic while. "This is the garment of 
respectability," she declared. " It isn’t much of a fit, 
is it ? But I shall grow to it in time. Do you know, 
I believe I’m going to like being your wife ?” 
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“ Why ?” said Menyon. 

She laughed— that laugh of irrepir- il4r g; 
that had surprised him before. 

“Oh, just because I shall sn lovr fKjhfin;; ( 
battles for you,” she said. “ It’ll be grand sp .il 

“ Think so ?” said Merryon. 

“Oh, you bet!” said the nragnn-l'Iv, with 
confidence. “Men never know how to Thr 

poor things — men!” 

He laughed himself at that- his grim, gnii!|j 
laugh. “It’s a world of fools, Puck," Ire ‘..in! 

“Or knaves,” said the Dragon-Fly, wisely, i 
with that she stretched up iter arras altove her h 
and laughed again. '‘Now 1 know what it feels h! 
she said, “to have risen from the dead.” 


CHAPTER III 
COMRADES 

There came the fiash of green wings in tlir cypres 
and a raucous scream of Jubilatinn as the ft*.!.! 
parakeet in the compound flew off with the drair 
sweetmeat on the rij^M-table in the vpratida, I hi 
were always sweets at tiffin in the majors htrag,i!,: 
Mrs. Merryon loved sweets. She was wont to s 
that they woe the best remedy for horac sicknetis i 
knew. 

Not that she ever was home-sick. At least, m o 
ever suspected such a possibility, for she had a im 
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and a quip for all, and her laiighter was the gayest in 
the station. She ran out now, half-dressed, from her 
bedroom, waving a towel at the marauder. 

‘‘That comes of being kind-hearted,” she declared, 
in the deep voice that accorded so curiously with thi- 
frothy liMlttncss of her personality. “ Everyone takes 
advantage of it, sure.” 

Her eyes were grey and Irish, and they flashed 
over the scene dramatically, albeit there was no one 
to see and admire. For .she was strangely captivating, 
and perhaps it was hardly to be c.vpected tliat she 
.should be ciuite uncon.scious of the fact. 

" Much too taking to be good, dear,” had been the 
verdict of tht^ Otmmis.sioner’3 wife wlicn she had first 
seen little Puck Merryon, the major’s bride. 

But then the Commissioner’.s wife, Mrs. Paget, was 
so severely plain in every way that pcrha|)s site couhl 
scarcely he regardful as an impartial judge. .She had 
never flirted with anyone, and could not know the 
joys lher(*(,»f. 

Voting Mrs. Merryon, on the otlicr hand, flirted 
quite openly and very sweetly with every man she 
met. It was obviously her nature .so to do. .Siie had 
doubtless done it from her cradle, and wotilti proh- 
ably continue the practice to her grave. 

“A born wheefiler,” the colonel called her; but his 
wife thought ” saucy minx ” » more appropriate term, 
and wondered how Major Merryon could put up with 
her shameless trifling. 

As a matter of fact, Merryon wondered huir.elf 
sometimes; for she flirted with him more than all ts 
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that charming, provocative way ol Ik'!* , < n <\f ; 
laughed at him, brilliantly eluded int-i 
fjcrch daintily on the arm of his di.ur v.iu-: hr 
busy, but if he so much as laid a ham! uj'; ai i.rt 

was gone in a flash like a whirling in^eat. i.rt ■ i- 

till he was too absorbed to pay aiiv u fn 

And often as those daring red lip . iiu'. >d li:m, 
were never offered to his even in je .l. Vfi w,i,s •;!; 
finished a coquette tliat the nnu^M.a. w,.-, i, 
obvious. It seemed the most natutal ui 

world that she should evade ail appro, uh to ujinii 
They were comrades— -just coinradr. 

Everyone in the station wanted (o km-w !\li**rv 
bride. People had begun by iK-ing disianl, h a 
phase was long past Puck Mrrryou ii.td Miai 
the citadel within a fortnight of her arrival, in' 
quite knew how. Everyone knew iiet tnnv .Site v 
everywhere, though never without her hti-.ii.iiid, • 
found himself dragged into gaieties for uhu !i be 
scant liking, and .sought after by people w lin 
never seemed aware of him before. She had, lu ui: 
become the rage, and so gaily did she me! hi 
triumph that he could not bring himself fn limv 
the fruits thereof. 

On that particular morning in March he had g 
to an early parade without seeing her, fur there | 
been a rr^imental ball the night Wore, ami she I 
Hanced every dance. Dancing seerorrf her one j 
lion, and to Merryon, who did not tlancr. the I 
had been an unmitigated wearines*. ! Jr had at 1 
in sheer boredom, joined a party of bridge play 
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with the result that he had not seen much of his 
young wife throughout the evening. 

Returning from the parade-ground, he wondered 
if he would find her up, and then caught .sight of her 
waving away the marauders in scanty attire on the 
veranda. 

He called a greeting to her, and she instantly van- 
ished into her room. He made his way to the tabic 
set in the shade of the cluster-roses, and sat down to 
await her. 

She remained invisible, but her voice at once 
accosted^ him. “Good morning, Billikims 1 Tell the 
JtAk you’re ready ! I shall be out in two shakes.” 

None but she would have dreamed of bestowing 
so frivolous an appellation upon the sober Merryon, 
But from her it came so naturally that Merryon 
scarcely noticed it. He had been “ Billikins” to her 
throughout the brief three months that had elapsed 
since their marriage. Of course, Mrs. Paget dis- 
approved, but then Mrs. Paget was Mrs. Paget. She 
disapproved of everything young and gay. 

Merryon gave the r^uired order, and then sat in 
solid patience to await his wife's coming. She did 
not keep- him long. Very soon she came lightly out 
and joined him, an impudent smile on her sallow 
little face, dancing merriment in her eyes. 

Oh, poor old Billikins !" she said, commiseratingly, 

" You were bored last night, weren't you ? I wonder 
if I could teach you to dance,” 

“ I wonder,” said Merryon. 

His ryes dwelt upon her in her fresh white muslin. 
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What a child she looked! Not nu 

pretty; but what a magic smile she had ! 

She sat down at the table fiiciti;' Inia, ami Ij 
her elbows upon it. “I wonder if 1 t .mld !” ‘hfi 
again, and then broke into her siuidrn laugh. 

“What’s the joke?” a.sked Merryon. 

“Oh, nothing!” she said, recovering herself, 
suddenly came over me, that’s all old M 

Paget’s face, supposing she had sei*n me 
night.” 

“Didn’t she see you last niglit ? I thini;;ht 
were more or le.s.s in the psiitiir f'vv" smti Men \ > i 

“Oh, I meant after the dance,” die rxpl.iiuni 
felt sort of wound up and e.xciteii after I got 1 
And I wanted to sec if I ctnild still do it I'm 
to say I can,” she ended, with another httle l 4 (i| 

“Can what?” asked Merryon, 

Her dark eyes shot him a tentative glanec. *' ’^! 
be shocked if I tell you." 

“ What was it ?” he said. 

There was insistence in his tone— .the insistent 
which he had once compelled her to live agani%t 
will. Her eyelids fluttered a little as it rrarhed 
but she cocked her small pointed chin notv 
itanding. 

Why. shotild I tell you if I want 
demanded. 

“ Why shouldn’t you want to?” he said 

The tip of her tongue shot out and in again. ” \1 
you never took me for a lady, did you ?" she i 
half-defianUy. 
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" What was it ?” repeated Merryon, sticking to the 
point. 

Again she grimaced at him, but she answered, “ Oh, 
I only— after I’d had my bath— lay on the floor and 
ran round my head for a bit. It’s not a bit difficult, 
once you’ve got the knack. But I got thinking of 
Mrs. Paget — she does amuse me, that woman. Only 
yesterday she asked me what Puck was short for, and 
1 told her Elizabeth — and then I got laughing so that 
I had to stop.” 

Her face was flushed, and she was slightly breath- 
less as she ended, but she stared across the tabic with 
brazen determination, like a naughty child expecting 
a slap. 

Merryon’s face, however, betrayed neither a.stonish- 
ment nor disaiiproval. He even smiled a little as he 
.said, " Perhaps you would like to give me lessons ir 
that also ? I’ve often wondered how it was dur.e.” 

She smiled back at him with instant and obviou.s 
rclit't 

” No, I shan’t do it again. It’s not profirr. But 
I will teach you to dance. I’d sooner <lance with 
yotf than any of ’em.” 

It was naively spoken, so naively that Merryon's 
faint smile turned into something that was almost 
genial. What a youngster she was! Her freshness 
was a perpeHual source of wonder to him- when he 
reinembereti whence she had come to him. 

’■ I am quite willing to be taught," be said " But 
it must be in strict privacy,” 

She nodded gaily. 
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“Of course. You shall have a tu-iuj.'; 

when we get back from the Burtons’ duu iff. 1 'in 
sorry you were bored, Biliikins- "ioti shur I 

again/^ . 

That was her attitude always, hull uiatrMi.il, I 
quizzing, as if something about litui liiiiii .id ht i , 
always anxious to please him, always if.uiy to sol 
wishes before her own, so long as hr dui >iot uHe: 
to treat her seriously. She hatl left all that 
serious in that other life that h;ul ended witli 
fall of the safety-curtain on a certain night m h ngl 
many ffions ago. Her ptirsoiiulity now w.e. hgli 
gossamer, irresponsible as thistle- dt.wu. 1 iw dr 
things of life passed her by. She srruird wli 
unaware of them. 

“You’ll be quite an accompitshed d.uurr by 
time everyone comes back from the 11 ill'.," 
remarked, balarrciiig a fork on one slnulrr bn 
finger. “We’ll have a ball for iwu cvriy night. 

“We!” said Merryoa 

She glanced at him. 

“I said “we.”’ 

“ I know you did.” The man's voice Siaii sudd 
a dogged ring; he looked across at the vivid, puii 
face with the suggessUon of a frown brlwem 
eyes. 

"Don’t do that!” she said, lightly. "Never 
that, Billikinsl It's most unbecoming beha*.i 
What’s the matter ?** 

“The matter?" he said, slowly. "The mattfi 
that you are going to the Hills for the hot wra 
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with the rest of the women, Puck. I can’t keep you 
here.” 

She made a rude face at him. 

"Preserve me from any cattery in the Hills!” she 
said. “ I’m going to stay with you.” 

"You can’t,” said Mcrryon. 

“I can,” she said. 

He frowned still more. 

" Not if I say otherwise, Puck." 

She snapped her fingers at him and laughed. 

" I am in earnest,” Merryon said. " I can’t keep 
you here for the hot weather. It would probably 
kill you.”- 

" What of that ?" she said. 

He ignored her frivolity. 

" It can’t be done,” he said. " So you must make 
the best of it.” 

"Meaning you don’t want me?” she demanded 
unexpectedly. 

" Not for the hot weather,” said Mcrryon. 

She sprang suddenly to her feet. 

“ I won’t go, Billikins I” she declared, fiercely. 1 
just won’t I” 

He Inciked at her, sternly resolute. 

" Yon must go,” he said, with unwavering decision 

" You’re tired of me I Is that it ?” she demanded 

He raised his brows. " You haven’t given me much 
opportunity to be that, have you?" he said. 

A great wave of colour went orat her face. Sh- 
put up her hand as though instinctively to shield it 

" I’ve <ionc my best to—to— to " She stopped. 
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became piteously silent, and suddenly he suw. 
she was crying behind the slicltering hand. 

He softened almost in spite of himself. 

“ Come here, Puck !” he said. 

She shook her head dumbly. 

“Come here!” he repeated. 

She came towards him slowly, as if .epdiist 
will. He reached forward, still se.ited, and diew 
to him. 

She trembled at his touch, trenihletl and sta; 
away, yet in the end she yielded. 

"Please,” she whispered; “please !" 

H^ put his arm round her very gently, yft ^ 
determination, making her stand beside hi nr 

“Why don’t you want to go tu the Iii!!>?“ 
said. 

“I’d be frightened," she murmured. 

“Frightened? Why?” 

“ I don’t know,” she said, vaguely. 

“Yes, but you do know, You must know*, 
me !” He spoke gently, but the stubborn note w,t, 
his voice and his hold was insistent. " I. cave 
crying and tell me 1" 

“I’m not crying," said Puck. 

She uncovered her face and looked down at 1 
through tears with a faintly mischievous smile 

“ Tell me 1” he reiterated. *' Is it because you ih 
like the idea of leaving me ?" 

Her smile flashed full out upon him on the inst) 

“Goodness, no! Whatever made you think Um 
she demanded, briskly. 
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He was momentarily disconcerted, but he recovered 
himself at once. 

“ Then what is your objection to going ?” he asked. 

She turned and sat down conversationally on the 
corner of the tabic. 

Well, you know, Billikins, it’s like this. When 1 
married you— I did it out of pity. See ? I was sorry 
for you. You seemed such a poor, helpless sort of 
creature. And I thought being married to me might 
help to improve your position a bit. You see my 
point, Billikins?” 

“Oh, quite," he said. “Please go on!’’ 

She went on, with butterhy gaiety. 

“I worked hard— really hard — to get you out of 
your bog. It was a horrid deep one, wasn’t it, Billi- 
kins? My 1 You were floundering! But I’ve pulled 
you out of it and dragged you up the bank a bit, 
You don’t get sniffed at anything like you used, do 
you, Billikins? But I daren’t leave you yet. I hon- 
estly daren’t. You'd slip right back again directly 
my back was turned. And I should have the plea.sure 
of starting the business all over again. I couldn’t 
face it, my dear. It would be too disheartening." 

“ I .see,” said Merryon. There was just the .sus- 
picion of a smile ajiiong the rugged lines of his face. 
"Yes, I see your point. But 1 can show you another 
if you'll listen." 

. He was holding her two hands as she sat, as though 
he feared an attempt to escape. For though Puck 
sat quite still, it was with the stillness of a trapped 
creature that wait.s upon opportauity. 
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snd tore her hands free. “ I’ve a good mind to run 
away from you and never come back. It’s what you 
deserve, and what you’ll get, if you aren’t careful!” 

She was gone with the words — gone like a flashing 
insect disturbing the .silence for a moment, and leaving 
a deeper silence behind. 

Merryon looked after her for a second or two, and 
then philosophically continued his meal. But the 
.slight frown remained between his brows. The 
veranda seemed empty and colourless now that she 
was gone. 


CHAPTER IV 
FRIENDS 

The Burtons’ dinner-party was a very cheerful affair. 
The Burtons were young and newly-married, and they 
liked to gather round them all the youth and gaiety 
of the station. It was for that rea.son that Puck's 
pre,sence had been .secured, for she was the life of 
every gathering; and her husband had been included 
in the invitation simply and solely because from the 
very outset she had refused to go anywhere without 
him. It wa.s the only item of her behaviour of which 
worthy Mr*. Paget could con.scientiousIy approve. 

As a matter of fact. Merryon had not the smallest 
desire to go, but he would not say so; and all through 
the evening he sat and watched his young wife with 
a curious hunger at his heart He hated to think 
that he had hurt her. 
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There was no sign of depir^sinn alx nt Pm | 
ever, and he alone noticed tiiut sin* ii' '' >'f * 'lu e f 
in his direction. She kept evcrytijn' ii]i tu .t j 
frivolity that certainly none would li.ivr ,i 
without her, and an odd feTlin}; hriytii to 
Merryon, a sensation of jealimsy ;,m1i !u‘ li.u 

before e-xperienced. They scfUifd ii j y-t, 
them, that this flashing, hnOiatif r»p. ifntr wm*; 

She seemed to have forgidlrti it a! > t tr 
only that deep-seated, ininiituhlr i'i>t|ur!ty <4 hr 
prompted her thus to ignttre him j* 

He could not decide; hut thuiiigliMUt ilir t'l 
the determination grew in him tn jii.ikr ihu, (tn<i 
clear to her. Trifle as she might, .shr must hr 
to understand that she hrlitngrd to him, am 
alone. Comrades tht^ might lx*, hut he h 
vested right in her, whether he c!m-;e to a-,; 
or not. 

They returned at length to their little giir 
bungalow— the Match-bo.x, as Puck called it <i 
under a blaze of stars. The elif.tance was nut 
and Puck despised rick.shaws, 

She flitted by his side in her airy way, cht 
inconsequently, not troubling about re'.pimM 
elusive as a fairy and— the nian felt it in the i 
fever of his veins— as maddeningly alt fact ive 
They reached the bungalow. She went uj! 
steps to the rose-twined veranda as though .shr 
on wings of gossamer. ‘The rmn are all m 

Billikins,” she said. *' They look like alabatitrr, i 
they?”' 
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She caught a cluster to her and held it against her 
cheek for a moment. 

Merryon was close behind her. She seemed to 
realize his nearness quite suddenly, for she let the 
flowers go abruptly and flitted on. 

He followed her till, at the farther end of th« 
veranda, she turned and faced him. “Good night. 
Billikins,” she said, lightly. 

“ What about that dancing-lesson ?’’ he said. 

She threw up her arms above her head with » • 
curious gesture. They gleamed transparently white 
in the starliglit Her eyes shone like ftre-fiie.s. 

“ I thought you preferred dancing by yourself,” sh* 
retorted. 

“Why?" he said. 

She laughed a soft, provocative laugh, and ■»ud. 
denly, without any warning, the cloak had fallen from 
her shoulder.s and .she was dancing. There in th« 
starlight, white-robot! and wonderful, she danced as, 
it seemed to the mati’s fascinated senses, no htimar 
had ever danced before. She was like a white flames- 

a tiarting, fiery essence, soundless, all absorbing, all 

entrancing, 

fie watched her with pent breath, bound by thr 
magic of her. caugdit, aa it were, into the innermost 
circle of her being, burning in answer to her fire, ye! 

.HO curiously enthralled as to be scarcely aware of the 
ever-mounting, ever-spreading heat. .She wm like a 
UKicking .spirit, a will-o'-the-wisp, luring him. hirine 
tiim -whither ? 

The d.tnce tpikkened, became a passionate whirl 
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Good-night, Billikins,” she said, her voice very 
imall and humble. 

lie came to her without haste, realizing that she 
had given the game into his hands. She did not 
Bhrink from him, but she raised an appealing face. 
And oddly the man's heart smote him. She looked 
so pathetically small and childish, standing there. 

But the blood was still running fiercely in his veins, 
and that momentary twinge did not cool him. Child 
she might be, but she had played with fire, and she 
alone was responsible for the conflagration that she 
had started. 

lie drew near to her; he took her, unresisting, into 
his arms. 

She cowered do\vn, hiding her face away from 
him. “Don’t, Billikins! Please — please, BillikinsF 
sfie Ix'ggcd, incoherently. “You promised— you 
promised - ’’ 

"What did I promise?" he said. 

“ That you wouldn’t — w-ouldn’t "—she .spoke breath- 
lessly, for his hold was tightening upon her — " gobble 
me up,” she ended, with a painful little laugh. 

“ I see." Merryon's voice was deep and low. " And 
you meantime are at liberty to play any fool game 
you like with me. Is that it?" 

She was quivering from head to foot, She did not 
lift her face. “ It wasn’t -a fool game,” she protested 
I did it because— ■ becatise • you were so horrid this 
morning, so so cold-blooded. And I— and I — 
wantetl to see if— I could make you care,’> 

“Make me care!” Merryon said the words over 
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And suddenly Merryon came to himself — was furi- 
ously, overwhelmingly ashamed. 

“God forgive me!” he said, and let her go. 

She tottered a little, covering her face with her 
hands, sohhing like a hurt child. But she did not 
try to run away. 

He flung round upon his heel and paced the 
veranda in fierce discomfort. Beast that he was- - 
brute beast to have hurt her so 1 'I'hat piteous sob ■ 
bing was more than he could bear. 

Suddenly he turned back to her, came and stood 
beside her. “ Fuck — Puck, child !” he said. 

His voice was soft and very urgent. He touched 
the bent, tlark head with a hesitating caress. 

She started away from him with a gasp of dismay ; 
but he chex'ked her. 

“No, don’t!” he said. “It’s all right, dear. Pm 
not such a brute as I .seem. Don’t be afraid of 
me!” 

There was more of pleading in his voice than he 
knew. She raised her head suddenly, and looked at 
him as if puzzled. 

He pulled out his handkerchief and dabbed her 
wet cheeks with clumsy tenderness. “ It’s all right," 
he said again. " Don't cry ! I hate to see you 
cry." 

She gnz«‘d at him, still doubtful still sobbing a 
little. “Dh, Billikins!" she said, tremulously, “why 
did you ?” 

" I don’t know," he said, ” I was mad. It was 
your own fault, in a way. You don’t .seem to rcaliio 
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that I’m as human as the rest nf the w 'll ’ 
don’t defend myself. I was an iniciuul hinic 
myself go like that.” 

"Oh, no, you weren’t, Billikins!” Qnii'' i 
pectedly she answered him. *'\i!U couiiln’i ht; 
Men are like that. And I’m glui yniuT hi 
But — but” — she faltered a little—'' ! to Irei 
you’re safe, too. I’ve always felt- ever ■ iiu e J nn 
into your arms that night — that you t’l.it v<>u 
on the right side of the safety-curtain. \'uii .in-, j 
you? Oh, please say you arel Hut I knnw \uti 
She held out her hands to him with .a riniv ruin' 
ture of confidence. "If you’ll forgive me li.t. 
tooling you,” she said, “I'll forgive vai fur I; 
fooled. That's a fair offer, isn’t it r nnii't 
think any more about it 1” Her rainbow '.mile t| 
formed her face, but her eyes sought tus .ui vimi*. 

He took the hands, but he did not atteuigt IiM 
her nearer. “ Puck !” he said. 

“What is it?” she whispered, tremftling. 

“Don’t !” he said. " I won't hurt you I won! 
hurt a hair of your head. But, chiltl, wouldn't i 
safer— easier for both of us— if—if we lived toge; 
instead of apart?” 

He spoke almost under his breath. T here w,n 
hint of mastery about him at that moment, mil 
gentleness that pleaded with her as with a {nidne 
child. ' 

And Puck went nearer to him on the instant, i 
were instinctivdy, almost involuntarilv. " }»>' 
some 'day, Billikinil" she said, with a little, qmvet 
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laugh. “But not yet — not if I’ve got to go to the 
Hills away from you.’^ 

“ When I follow you to the Hills, then,” he said. 

She freed one hand and, reaching up, lightly stroked 
his cheek. “PYaps, Billikinsl” she said again. 
“ But — you’ll have to be awfully patient with me, 

because — because ” She paused, agitatedly ; then 

went yet a little nearer to him. “ ,You will be kind to 
me, won’t you ?” she pleaded, 

lie put his arm about her. "Always, dear,” he 
said. 

She raised her face. She was still trembling, but 
her action was one of resolute confidence. “Then 
let’s be friends, Billikinsl” she said. 

It was a tacit invitation. He bent and gravely 
kissed her. 

Her lips returned his kiss shyly, quiveringly, 
" You’re tlir nicest man I ever met, Billikins,’! (rihc said 
“ Good-night !” 

She slipped from his encircling arm and was gone. 

d'he man stood motionless where she had left him, 
wondering at him.self, at her, at the whole rocking 
universe. She had kindled the Magic Fire in him 
indeed ! His whole being was aglow. And yet— 
and yet —she had had her way with him. He had let 
her go. 

Wherefore? Wherefore? The hot blood dinned 
in his ears. His hands clenched. And from very 
deep within him the answer came. Bccau.se he loved 
her. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE WOMAN 

Summer in the Plains ! Pitiless, burning summer ! 

All day a blinding blaze of sun beat upon the 
wooden roof, forced a way through the shaded win- 
dows, lay like a blasting spell upon the parched com- 
pound. The cluster-roses had shrivelled and died 
long since. Their brown leaves still clung to the 
veranda and rattled desolately with a dry, scaly sound 
in the burning wind of dawn. 

The green parakeets had ceased to look for sweets 
on the veranda. Nothing dainty ever made its 
appearance there. The Englishman who came and 
went with such grim endurance offered them no temp- 
tations. 

Somc!§mes he spent the night on a charfoy on the 
veranda, lying motionless though often sleepless, 
through the breathless, dragging hours. There had 
been sickness among the officers and Merry on, who 
was never sick, was doing the work of three men. He 
did it doggedly, with the stubborn determination 
characteristic of him; not cheerfully— no one ever 
accused Merryon of being cheerful— but efficiently 
and uncomplainingly. Other men cursed the heat, 
but be never took the troubk^^^^ He needed aU his 
energies for what he had to do. 

His own chance of leave had become very remote* 
Theire was so much sick leave that he could not be 
spared. Over that, alsp, he made no complaint. It 
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was useless to grumble at the inevitable. There was 
not a man in the mess who could not be spared more 
easily than he. 

For he was indomitable, unfailing, always fulfilling 
his duties with m:;ichine“like regularity, stern, impene- 
trable, hard as granite. 

As to what lay behind that hardness, no one ever 
troubled to enquire. They took him for granted, 
much as if he had been a well-oiled engine guaranteed 
to surmount all obstacles. How he did it was 
nobody's business but his own. If he suffered in that 
appalling heat as other men suffered, no one knew 
of it. If he grew a little grimmer and a little gmnittt 
no one noticed. Everyone knew that whatever hap- 
pened to otiiers, he at least would hold on. Every- 
one described him as hard as nails." 

Each day seemed more intolerable than the last, 
each night a perceptible narrowing of the fiery circle 
in wliidi they lived. They seemed to be drawung 
towards a culminating horror that grew hourly more 
palpable, more monstrously menacing~a horror that 
drained their strength even from afar. 

Ids going to kill us this time," declared little 
'Rol>cy, the youngest subaltern, to whom the nights 
were a torment unspeakable. He had beem within m 
ace of lieat apn[->lexy more than once, and his nerves 
were sfretrhetl almost to breaking-point. 

But Merryon went doggedly on, hewing his unswerv- 
ing way through all The monsoon wa.s drawing near, 
and the whole tortured earth seemed to !>e waiting 
in dumb expectation. 
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Night after night a glassy nmnii n|., ’ 

immense and awftil, thnmgh a tlni k -.. r mi ^ 
Night after night Mcnymi lav inj-.:. 
smoking his pipe in stark cmhirainT u'nh* I’l ■ d,’ 
ful hours crept by. Sonu’tinws Ii'* !ir- li a Ii '!- r | 
his wife hard clenched in nnr pns\r:!ul Ii.mkI. 
wrote to him frequently-'shtirt, airy rju Ur., wj, 
inconsequent, often provncativelv !ti<M ;ii* 

“There is a Captain Silvesirr iiri-," ■ hr wtnte 
“such a bounder. But Ite is litrr.illv thr t.ti’v ^ 
who can dance in the .station. .Sn what nid ^ 
Poor Mrs. Paget is so sluirked ! " 

Feathery hints of this description uere liv no 
unusual, but though Merrynn sonietiiiirs it.iwueii ^ 
them, they did not make him uneanv 1 !h h ill n' , 
wisp might beckon, but she wmiltl never allow li*S| 
to be caught. She never spoke of love m !(er Ipf 
always. unding demurely. “Yours sinrnelv, I'n 
But now and then there was a siiull rross M-ralt. 
impulsively underneath the n,iine, and the Irtter'i . 
bore this token accompanierl .Merrvon ihroiiijh 
inferno whithersoever he went. 

There came at last a night of irrnble lir.it, whi* 
seemed as if the world itself miwt burnt into fl.t, 
A heavy storm rolled up, roared overhead for a ^ 
like a caged monster, and wllenly rolled away, w 
out a jingle drop of rain to ease the awful trnnioi 
waiting that possessed all things. 

Merryon left the mest early, tramping bade over 
dusty road, convinced that the downponr for wii 
they all yearned was at hand. There was m m<, 
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light that night, only a hot blackness, illumined now 
and then by a brilliant dart of lightning that shocked 
the senses and left behind a void indescribable, a 
darkness that could be felt. There was something 
savagf in the atmosphere, something primitive and 
passionate that seemed to force itself upon him even 
against his will, His pulses were strung to a tropical 
intensity that made him aware of the man’s blood in 
him, racing at fever heat through veins that felt 
swollen to bursting. 

He enLore<l his bungalow and flung oil hi.s clothes, 
took a iflunge in a bath of tepid water, from which he 
emerged with a pricking sensation all over him that 
made tlie lightest touch a torture, and finally, ke>'ed 
up to a pitch of sensitiveness that excited his own 
contempt, he pulled on some pyjamas and went out 
to his charpoy on the veranda. 

He dismi.ssed the punkah coolie, f«;ling his pres- 
ence to be intolerable, and threw him.self down with 
his coat flung open. The oppression of the atino- 
sphere was as though a red-hot lit! were being forced 
down upon the torUjred earth. The blackness beyond 
the veranda was like a solid wall. Sleep was nut of 
the question. He could not smoke. It was an cfTort 
even to breathe. He could only lie in torment and 
wait— and wait. 

The flashes of liglitning had become less frequent 
A kind of waking dream began to move in his brain 
A figure gradually grew «j>o» that screen of dark- 
0ess-au elf-like thing, intangible, transp.irmt, « 
quivering, shadowy image, remote as the dawn, 
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' Wide-eyed, he watched the vision. !ns pnl c , 
ing with a mad longing so hfue .i !"■ i 
beyond his own control. It was us though hi 
drunk strong wine and had souu-h. w i!i,i 

of ordinary convention. 1 he savagery i ! I hr 
the tropical intensity of it, liad gut min In.'ii 
naked, wholly primitive, he lay ami \saitrtl 
waited. 

For awhile the vision h»ng hcfnie 
him, maddening him, elmiiai,' hmr 1 h'-a i .t 
flash of lightning, atul it was g^ne 
He started up on the (/urpo), rKn\ unvr tn 
stretched wire. 

" Come back !” he cried, hfiarsrlv, " t 'iniie In 
Again the lightning streaketl the ilajUtte .'. 
came a burst of thunder, anri sntidenlv, thrmi 
and above it, he heard the far tlistant tuar of 
He sprang to his feet. It was rmtuii),' 

The seconds throbbed away. .Smiieihing w .is 
ing in the compound— a subtle, awiul .Suitiethuig 
trees and bushes quivered before U, the ilu.tei'i 
rattled their dead leaves wildly. Ihti the man i 
motionless in the light that fell unuss the ver 
from the open window of his room, w.tirhnig 
eyes that shone with a fierce ami gi.umg inteiiM) 
the return of his vision 

The fevered blood was hammering at hii ten 
For the moment he was scarcely sane, 1 !*e fii 
strain of the past few weeks that had ovriwhe 
less hardy men had wrought u|kii» him in a fai 
more subtle but none the less compelling Thrv 
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bccii stricken down, whereas he had been strung to a 
pitch where bodily suffering had almost ceased to 
count He had grown used to the torment, and now 
in this supreme moment it tore from him his civiliza- 
tion, but his physical strength remained untouched. 
He stood alert and ready, like a beast in a cage, wait- 
ing for whatever the gods might deign to throw him. 

The tumult beyond that wall of blackness grew. 
It became a swirling uproar. The rose- vines were 
whipped from the veranda and flung writhing in all 
directions. The trees in the compound strove like 
terrified creatures in the grip of a giant. The heat of 
the blast was like tongues of flarnc blown from art 
immense furnace. Merryon^s whole body swnu^l to 
be wrapped in fire. With a fierce movern<‘nt he 
stripped the coat from him and flung it into the room 
behind him. He was alone, save for tlic <levil$ that 
raged in that pandemonium. What did it matter how 
he met tliem ? 

And then, with the suddenness of a stufKmdous 
weight dropped from heaven, came rain, rain in tor- 
rents and billow's, rain solid as the volume of Niagara, 
a crushing, mighty force. 

The tempest slirickcd through tire compound. The 
lightning gHmmmxl, leapt, became continuous. The 
niglrt was an inferno of thunder and vi«,.»lenrc. 

And suddenly out of the inferno, out of the awful 
strife of elements, out of that frightful rainfall, there 
came a woman f 
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CHAPTER \T 

LOVERS 

She came haltingly, with 1’ 

rail of the veranda, her white fare t*' " '' : ’ 

terror and instinctive appeal Sir w.h 1:1' n 
dragging itself away from destnictu-!,, v;M '‘m i 
and battered wings. 

He saw her coming and si ilTr net i It vv,i Ins' 

returned to him, but till she ctsine within ir„, !i n 
he was afraid to move, Hestuud .i ;.uii 

wall, every mad instinct of his blia d tlrnrly a 
and clamouring. 

The noise and wind increased, It swulrd i 
the veranda. She seemed afraid to ij'iit l»ri ii.; 
the balustrade lest she should he swept .isv.tv. 
itill she drew nearer to the lighted w nidi'w, ui 
last, with desperate resolution, she fiue Itec-ell 
and sprang for shelter. 

In that instant the man also sprartg He m 
her in arms that almost cxjwcled to clasp etnpt 
arms that crushed in a savage ecstasy r.f posses-, i 
the actual contact with a creature of flesh ami li 
In the same moment the lamp in the room Isrhimi 
flared up and went out 

There arose a frightened aying from his bi 
For a few moments she fought like a mad thin 
freedom. HeMt her teeth set in his arm, and lau 
aloud. Then ytiry suddenly her alrtigglr* sti 
He became aware of a change in her. .She gat 
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whole weight into his arms, and lay palpitating 
against his heart. 

By the awful glare of the lightning he found her 
face uplifted to his. She was laughing, too, but in 
her eyes was such a passion of love as he had never 
looked upon before. In that moment he knew that 
she was hi.s — wholly, completely, irrevocably hi* 
And, stooping, he kissed the upturned lips with the 
fierce exultation of the conqueror. 

Her arms slipped round his neck. She abandoned 
herself wholly to him. She gave him worship for 
worship, pas-sion tor passion. . . . 

Later, he awoke to the fact that she was drenched 
from head to foot. He drew her into his room and 
shut the window against the driving blast. She clung 
to him still. 

" Isn’t it dreadful ?’J she said, shuddering. " It’* 
just as if Something Big i.s trying to get between u.s" 

He closed the shutter also, and grojjcd for matchc*. 
She accompanied him on his search, for she would not 
lo-se touch with him for a moment. 

The lamp flared on her white, childish face, show- 
ing him wild joy and horror strangely mingled. Her 
great eyes laughed up at him. 

"Bdlikins, darling I You aren’t very decent, am 
you? I’m not decent either, Billikims. I'd like t* 
take off all my clothes and dance on my head.” 

He laughed grimly. “ You will certainly have to 
undress -the sooner the better.*' 

She spread out her hands. •' But I've nothing to 
wear, Billikins, nothing but what I've got on. I didn’t 
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know it was going to rain so. Youll have to lend 
a suit of pyjamas, dear, while I get my things dried. 
Yoti see”— she halted a little— “I came away in 
rather a hurry. I — was bored ” 

Merryon, oddly sobered by her utter dependence 
upon him, turned aside and foraged for brandy. She 
came close to him while he poured it out. 

“ It isn^t for me, is it ? I couldn’t drink it, darling. 
I shouldn’t know what was happening for the next 
twenty-four hours if I did.” 

It doesn’t matter whether you do or not,” he said. 
** I shall be here to look after you.” 

She laughed at that, a little quivering laugh of 
sheer content. Her cheek was against his shoulder. 
" Live for ever, O king !” she said, and softly kissed it. 

Then she caught sight of something on the arm 
below. “Oh, darling, did I do that?” she cried, in 
distress. 

He put the arm about her. “ It doesn’t matter. I 
don’t feel it,” he said. “I’ve got you.”- 

She lifted her lips to his again. “ Billikins, darling, 
I didn’t know it was you— at first, not till I heard 
you laugh. I’d rather die than hurt you. You know 
it, don’t you ?” 

"Of course I know it,” he said. 

He caught her to him passionately for a moment, 
then slowly relaxed his hold. "Drink this, like « 
good child,” he said, " and then you must get to beet* 
You are wet to the skin.” 

“ I know I am,” she said, " but I don’t mind ” 

" I mind for you,” he said. 
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She laughed up at him, her eyes like stars. “ I was 
lucky to get in when I did,” she said. “ Wasn’t the 
heat dreadful — and the lightning ? I ran all the way 
from the station. I was just terrified at it all. But I 
kept thinking of you, dear— of you, and how— and 
how you’d kissed me that night when I was such a 
little idiot as to cry. Must I really drink it, Billikins ? 
Ah, well, just to please you— anything to please you. 
But you must have one little sip first. Yes, darling, 
just one. That’s to please your silly little wife, who 
wants to share everything with you now. There’s my 
own boy 1 Now I’ll drink every drop— every drop.’’ 

She began to drink, standing in the circle of hi* 
arm; then looked up at him with a quick grimace. 
“ It’s powerful strong, dear. You'll have to put me to 
bed double quick after this, or I shall be standing on 
my head in earnest,” 

He laughed a little. She leaned back against 
him. 

" Yes, I know, darling. You’re a man that likes to 
manage, aren t you ? Well, you can manage me and 
all that is mine for the rest of my natural life. I’m 
never going to leave you again, Billikins. That’* 
understood, is it ?” 

His face .sobered. “ What pos.sesscd you to come 
back to this damnable place ?" he said. 

She laughed against his shoulder. “ Now, Billikins. 
don't you start asking silly questions ! I’ll tell you a* 
much as it s good for you to know all in good time. 
I came mainly l>ecause I wanted to. And that’s the 
^ason why I’m going to stay. See ?” 
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She reached up an audacious fin-rr ,i:ul ; -ik'.: 
the faint frown from his forehead witii her sr 
provocative smile. 

“It’ll have to be a joint manaK'enini;, • ^ 

“There are so many thin,cfs yuvi iiiti .in i fl.) I 
darling, I’ve finished the brandy to I'l'M.r vn-, 
suppose you look out your prettiest smt > ! i-m 
and I’ll try and get into them." She le ■ ui 
giddy little laugh. “ What would Mrs I’s,,**! 
Can’t you see her face ? I can i " 

She stopped suddenly, struck tlumh hv u trr 
blast of wind that shook the bungah'w tn r ; t. us 
tions. 

"Just hark to the wind and the ram. Hilliki 
•he whispered, as it swirled on. “ I is.i \ <mi e\ er 
anything so awful? It’s as if as if ti'M wrfr 
furious— about something, Do you think lie i <] 
Do you?" She pre.ssed close to tnni wiih m 
pleading face upraised. “Do you hrliere m 
Billikins ? Honestly now ! " 

The man hesitated, holding her fast irt hi-i t 
secingonly the quivering, childish mouth uiul hrM 
ing eyes. 

“You don’t, 'do you?" she .said. *' I don't m; 
Billikini I think He's just a myth. Or itrivhm 
He's there at all— He doesn't bother »h«iut th*- 5*1 
who were bom on the wrong side of the s.ifeui 
tain. There, darling! Kis* me once more I 
your kisses — I love them I And now go ! NVs > 
you must go— just while I make myself rrspret 
lYcs, but you can leave the door ajar, dear heart 
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want to feel you dose at hand. I am yours — till I 
die — king and master 1 ” 

Her eyes were brimming with tears ; he thought het 
overwrought and weary, and passed them by in 
silence. 

And so through that night of wonder, of violence 
and of storm, she lay against his heart, her arms 
wound about his neck with a closeness which even 
‘>!eep could not relax. 

Out of the storm she had come to him, like a driven 
tiird seeking refuge; and through the fury of the 
storm he held iier, compassing her with the fire of hi* 
passion. 

“ I am safe now,” she murmured once, when he 
thought her sleeping. “ I am quite— quite safe.” 

And he, fancying the raging of the storm had dis- 
turbed her, made hushing answer, " Quite safe, wife of 
ray heart.” 

Slie trembled a little, and nestled closer to hi» 
breast. 


CHAPTER VII 

THE HONEVMOON 

“ You can’t mean to let your wife stay here!*’ ejacu- 
lated the colonel, sharply. "You wouldn’t do any- 
thing so mad I” 

Merryon’s hard mouth took a sterner downward 
curve. “ My wife refuses to leave me, sir," he said 



6o THE SAFETY-CURTAI.V 

“Good heavens above, Merry mi 1" 'Hie ml 
voice held a species of irritated deriiai ii, 1 h 
tell me you can’t manage— a—a piece ui tliistk 
like that ?” 

Merryon was silent, grimly, implaraMv - 
■Plainly he had no intention of making : ii. ;i an ai 
sion. 

“It’s- madness — criminal nnuine <’<: 

Davenant looked at him agyre', .i-.rlv, nlici 
longing to pierce that stiihhnrn calm Hitii ii 
Merryon had so long withstood the wmid 
But Merryon remained unmoved, tiion;;!) dr< 
his private soul he knew that the eoloiirl w.i ( 
knew that he had decided upon a eiaif r ut a 
that involved a risk which he tirrmird to i mitrun 
“Oh, look here, Merryon!" The tulonrl l.av 
temper after his own precipitate fashion. *' Hon 
such a confounded fool! Take a furtnigltt's lea 
I can’t spare you longer — anti go h.ii k fu site ] 
with her! Make her settle down with mv wi| 
Shamkura! Tell her you'll beat her if she dor-.i 
Merryon’s grim face softened a little, '* I hank 
very much, sir! But you can't spare me even fri 
long. Moreover, that form of piini'diment wou| 
scare her. So, you sec, it would come to the • 
thing in the end. She is determined to fare wfi 
face for the present." 

“And you’ws determined to let her!" gnnvlnl 
colonel. 

Merryon shrugged his shoulders. 

“You’ll probably lose her," the colonel 
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gnawing fiercely at his moustaqhe. “ Have you con- 
sidered that ?” 

“ Fve considered everything,” Merryon said, rather 
heavily. ** But she came to me — through that inferno. 
I can’t send her away again. She wouldn’t go.” 

Colonel Davenant swore under his breath. “Let 
me talk to her !” he said, after a moment. 

The ghost of a smile touched Merryon’s face. “ It*s 
no good, sir. You can talk. You won’t make any 
impression.” 

“But it’s practically a matter of life and death, 
man!” insisted the colonel. “You can’t afford any 
silly sentiment in an affair like this.” 

“I am not sentimental,” Merryon said, and his lips 
twitched a little with the words. “ But all the same, - 
since she has set her heart on staying, she shall stay. 

I have promised that she shall.” 

“ You are mad,” the colonel declared. “ Just think 
a minute! Think what your feelings will be if she 
dies!” 

“I have thought, sir.” The dogged note was in 
Merryon’s voice again. His face was a mask of im- 
penetrability. “If she dies, I shall at least have the 
satisfaction of knowing that I made her happy 
first.” 

It was his last word on the subject. He departed, 
leaving the colonel fuming. 

That evening the latter called upon Mrs. Merryon.. 
He found her sitting on her husband’s knee smoking 
a Turkish cigarette, and though she abandoned this 
unconventional attitude to receive her visitor, he had 
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Ae colonel suddenly and paternally patted her 
cheek. 

“You’re a very naughty girl,’’ he said. “But I 
suppose we shall have to make the best of you. Only, 
for Heaven’s sake, don’t go and get ill on the quiet ! 
If you begin to feel queer, send for the doctor at the 
outset !’’ 

He abandoned his attitude of disapproval toward-s 
Merryon after that interview, realizing po-ssibly its 
injustice. He even declared in a letter to his wife that 
Mrs. Merryon was an engaging chit, with a will of her 
own that threatened to rule them all I Mrs. Davenant 
pursed her lips somewhat over the assertion, and 
remarked that Major Merryon’s wife was plainly more 
at home with men than women. Captain Silvester 
was so openly out of temper over her absence that it 
was evident she had been “ leading him on with utter 
heartlcs.snes.s,'’ and now, it seemed, she meant to have 
the whole mess at her beck and call. 

As a matter of fact, Puck saw much more of the 
mess than she desired. It became the fashion among 
the younger ofFicens to drop into the Merryons’ bunga- 
low at the end of the evening. Amusements were 
scarce, and Puck was a vigorous antidote to boredom. 
She alway.s sparkled in society, and she was too sweet- 
natured to snub “ the boys,” as she called them. The 
smile of welcome was ever ready on her little, thin 
white face, the quick jest on her nimble tongue. 

“ We mustn’t be piggy just because we are happy,” 
she said to her husband once. “ How arc they to 
know we am having our honeymoon?” And then 
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she nestled close to him. whisperinfr. If; rpiiv 
best honeymoon any woman ever h.ui. 

To which he could make but the oiu* le; o', pie i 
her to his heart and kissing tir ir.i hp ■ ->1 i.iui; 

so merrily when the world was Iui>kin;: <11 
. She had become the hub of hr. 'a r> ", ainl 
by day he watched her anxumslv, ip.t'i'nig 
happiness with a feeling that it wa; inn p.Hal 
last. 

The rains set in in earnest, and the r.".; ut 
Plains rose like an evil luiasina to the* tuihid he.iv 
The atmosphere was as the* intmor ui .1 ste-an 
cauldron. Great toadstotils si'iT.iti like a UmiIisi 
disease over the comprmnd. I'Vver w.i . nie* in 
camp. Mosquitoes bu?./eti im-e/.mtlv rvrrvwi! 
and rats began to take n-fiige in the l.iiiij.Mluw P 
was privately terrified at rats, hut she MD.alinnl 
terror in her husband’s present e* and iiiauit,une> 
smiling front. They laid <!<iwn for ihr < 

who died horribly in inaccessihle jiLice*;, m.iktn!; 
wonder if they were not almost prefer, dile .ihve I 
then one night she discovered a ‘.in, til snake tsulrt 
a comer of her bedroom. 

She fled to Merryon in fsorrtjr, anti he anti 
khitmutgar sl4w the acaturc. But Puck’s nerves « 
on edge from that day forward, She went throi 
agonies of cold fear whenever she was left alonr. 1 
she feverishly encouraged the suhalterns to visit 
during her husband’s absence on duty. 

He raised no objection till he tme day returl 
unexpectedly to find her dancing a hnrnpiiir for 
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benefit of a small, admiring crowd to whom she had 
been administering tea. 

She sprang like a child to meet him at his entrance* 
declaring the entertainment at an end ; and the crowd 
■soon melted away. 

Then, somewhat grimly, Merryon took his wife to 
task. 

She sat on the arm of his chair with her arms ronmi 
his neck, swinging one leg while she listened. She 
was very docile, ptmetuating his remarks with soft 
kisses dropped inconscqnently on the top of his head. 
When he ended, she slipped cosily down npon his 
knee and promised to be good. 

It was not a very serious promise, and it was plainly 
proifered in a spirit of propitiation. Merryon pur- 
sued the matter no further, but he was vaguely dis- 
satisfied. He had a feeling that she regarded his 
objections as the outcome of eccentric prudishness, or 
at the best an unreasonable fit of jealousy. She 
smoothed him down as though he had been a spoilt 
child, her own attitude supremely unabashed; and 
though he could not be angry with her, an uneasy 
sense of doubt pressed upon him. IJiterly his own m 
he knew her to be, yet dimly, intangibly, he began to 
wonder what her outlook on life could be, how she 
regarded the tic that bound them. If was impossible 
to reason seriously with her. She floated out of his 
reach at the first touch. 

$0 that curious honeymoon of theirs continued, love 
md passion crudely mingled, union without know** 
ledge, flaming worship and blind fxissessiiiii 



66 


THE SAFETY-CUR I AIN 


“You are happy?” Mcrryoii ask;'ii her nurf 
To which she made ardent, aii.iwer, " Ali'..i i 'i 
in your arms, O king.” 

And Merryon was happy alsn, } h. ! -i .1, Inp 
later, it seemed to him that lie siKiti lirtl in- li.t; '■ 
on the very edge of the pit, and that even at tiir 
he must have been half-awan; of if. 

When, a month after her coming, l hr c- ".r ;e i; 
Plains caught her, as was itu-viiahh', h,- ich .i-. i 
new-found kingdom had beg tin ah rat 1 y t . 1 1 irpaii 
him. 

For a few days Puck was srritm-.Iy il! \t, lih in.d 
She came through it with iuar\r!Imjs ir-,..!n 
nursed by Merryon and his beatn, the gnim.d 
totum of the establishment. 

But it left her painfully weak and thin, and 
folonel became again furiously insistent that 
should leave the Plains till the rains were nvrr 
Merryon, curiously entmgh, did lua tnsr.i (, 
one evening he took the little wasted h.dy mio 
arms and begged her— actually hrggeil !ier to i 
sent to go. 

“I shall be with you for the 6r;l foitmght.'' 
said. It wont be more than a six'^erk*/ seiii 
tion." 

“Six weeks!” she protested, piteously 
Perhaps leas,” he said. “I may be able to <ii 
to yoa lor a day or two in the middle Hay you . 
go— and stay, sweetheart I Set my mind at re-g !* 
"But, darling, you may be ill, A thmniind »!ni 
may happen. And I couldn't go bark to SUmuIi^ 
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I couldn’t!” said Puck, almost crying, clinging fast 
around his neck. 

“But why not?" he questioned, gently. “Weren’t 
they kind to you there ? Weren’t you happy ?’’ 

She clung faster. “ Happy, Billikins ! With that 
hateful Captain Silvester lying in wait to — to make 
love to me I I didn’t teU you before. But that — that 
was why I left" 

He frowned above her head. “ You ought to have 
told me before. Puck.” 

She trembled in his arms. "It didn’t seem to 
matter when once I’d got away ; and I knew it would 
only make you cross.” 

" How did he make love to you ?” demanded 
Merryon. 

He tried to see her face, but she hid it resolutely 
against him. Hon t, Billikins ! It doesn’t matter 
now.’’ 

" It does matter,” he said, sternly, 

Puck was silent. 

Merryon ctmtinued inexorably. “ I suppose it wa* 
your own fault. You led him on.” 

She gave a little nervous laugh against his brea.st 
“ I never meant to, Billikins. I— I don’t much like 
men — as a rule.” 

\ ou manage to conceal that fact very .success- 
fully,” he .said. 

She laughed again ratljcr piteously. " You don't 
know me,” she whi.s|x'red. “ I'm not—like that— iJJ 

throufjh/' 

“ I hope not," said Merryon, severely. 
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She turned her face slightly tijiu.!!!! ■ and mu 
it into his neck. " You u-sed not tu niuni,'' ‘.in* 

.He held her close in hi.s arms thr ttliiir (tr >; 
himself against her. “Well, I imiui iiiu,” lie 
"And I will have no more of it Is th.il 1 1 mi Iv t; 
stood ?" 

She assented dubiously, her hps snfllv k;' '.it 
neck. "It isn’t— all my fault, liiHikit!-;,'' she 
pered, wistfully, “that men treat me light Iv.’’ 

He set his teeth. “It must Ir vuur t.uill 
declared, firmly. " You can help it if ytm try.” 

She turned her face more fully to his " I i. ,w 
you look, darling 1 You haveti’t kissed me {..r 
five minutes.” 

"I feel more like whipping you," he said, gtttiil 

She leapt in his arms as if he h.ui inm ul.init ti 
his words into action. "Oh, not" she crieti, 
you wouldn’t beat me, nillikins, You y. ti wm.: 
dear, would you?” Her great eyes, dihited am; 
ploring, gazed into his for a long i!e-,irrate -.e. <.j,i 
she gave herself back to him with a sutilmig l.i 
"You’re not in earnest, of course I'm idlv to ! 
to you. Do kiss me, darling, and iml frjphter 
any morel’* 

He held her close, but still he did not comply 
her request "Did this Silvester ever kw you 
asked. 

She shook her head vehemently, hitlmg her fm 

“ Look at me !" he said. 

No, Billikinst” she protested, 

“ Then tell me the truth t" he said 
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" He kissed me— once, Billikins," came in distressed 
accents from his shoulder. 

“ And you ?” Merryon’s words sounded clipped and 
cold. 

She shivered. “ I ran right away to you. I— 1 

didn’t feel safe any more.” 

Merryon sat silent. Somehow he could not stir up 
his anger again.st her, albeit his inner consciousness 
told him that she had been to blame; but for the first 
time his pa.ssion was cooled. He held her without 
ardour, the while he wondered. 

^ That night he awoke to the sound of her low sob- 
bing at his .side. His heart smote him. He put forth 
a comforting hand. 

She crept into his arm.?. “ Oh, Billikins,” she whis- 
pered, “ keep me with you 1 I’m not safe— by myself." 

The man’s soul stirred within him. Dimly he began 
to understand what his protection meant to her. It 
was her anchor, all she had to keep her from the whirl- 
pools. Without it she was at the mercy of every wind 
that blew. Again cold doubt assailed him, but he put 
it forcibly away. He gathered her close, and kissed 
the tears from her face and the trouble from her heart 
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too lonely, she said ; she was afraid of snakes, or rats, 
or bogies. She used to curl up on the charfoy in his 
room, dad in the airiest of wrappers, and doze the 
time away till he was ready. 

One night she actually fell into a sound sleep thus, 
and he, finishing his work, sat on and on, watching 
her, loth to disturb her. There was deep pathos in 
her sleeping face. Lines that in her waking moments 
were never apparent were painfully noticeable in 
repose. She had the puzzled, wistful look of a child 
who has gone through trouble without understanding 
it, a hurt and piteous look. 

He watched her thus till a sense of trespass came 
upon him, and then he rose, bent over her, and very 
tenderly lifted her. 



carry me! You’re .so tired.' 


He smiled at the idea, and she nestled aeainst his 
heart, lifting soft lips to his. 

He carried her to bed, and laid her down, but she 
would not let him go immediately. She yet dung 
•liout hi.s neck, hiding her face against it. 

He held her closely. “ Good-night, little pal— little 
•weetheart,” he said. 

Her anns tightened. “ Billifcins 1" the said. 

He waited. " What is it, dear ?’* 

She became a little agitated. He could feel her lipii 
moving, but they .said no audible word. 

He waited in silence. And suddenly she raised her 
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face and looked at him fully. There was a glory 
her eyes such as he had never seen before. 

“I dreamt last night that the wonderfullest thing 
happened/’ she said, her red lips quivering close to his 
own. Billikinsi what if— the dream came true ?’* 

A hot wave of feeling went through him at het, 
words. He crushed her to him, feeling the quick beat| 
of her heart against his own, the throbbing surrender 
of her whole being to his. He kissed her bumingly,! 
with such a passion of devotion as had never before; 
moved him. 

She laughed rapturously. “Isn’t it great, Billi-; 
kins?” she said. "And I’d have missed it all if it 
hadn’t been for you. Just think — if I hadn’t jumped-—: 
before the safety-curtain — came — down I” 

She was speaking between his kisses, and eventually ; 
they stopped her. 

" Don’t think !” he said. " Don’t think 1” 

It was the beginning of a new era, the entrance of a 
new element into their lives. Perhaps till that night 
he had never looked upon her wholly in the light of 
wife. His blind passion for her had intoxicated him. 
She had been to him an elf from fairyland, a being 
elusive who offered him all the magic of her love, but 
upon whom he had no claims. But from that night 
his attitude towards her underwent a change. Very 
tenderly he took her into his own close keeping. She 
had become human in his eyes, no longer a wayward 
sprite, but a woman, eager-hearted, and his own. He 
gave her reverence because of that womanhood which 
he had only just begun to visualize in her. Out of his 
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passion there had kindled a greater fire. All that .she 
had in life she gave him. glorying in the gift, and in 
return he gave her love. 

All through the days that followed he watched over 
her with unfailing devotion— a devotion that drew 
her nearer to him than she had ever been before. She 
was ever re.sponsive to his mood, keenly susceptible to 
his every phase of feeling. But, curiously, she took no 
open notice of the change in him. She was sublimely 
happy, and like a child she lived upon happiness, 
a.sking no questions. He never saw her other than 
content. 

Slowly that month of deadly rain wore on. The 
Plains iiad become a vast and fetid swamp, the atmo- 
s[)herc a weltering, steamy heat, charged with fever, 
leaden with despair. 

But Puck was like a singing bird in the heart of 
the wilderne.ss. She lived apart in a jiaradise of her 
own. and even the colonel had to relent again and 
bestnw his grim smile upon her. 

" Merryon's a lucky devil,” he .said, and everyone in 
the mess agreed with him. 

But, “You wait !" said Macfarlane, die doctor, with 
gloniny emphasis. "There’s more to come.” 

It was on a night of awful darkness that he uttered 
this piophccy, ;uid his hearers were in tc,K) overwhelm- 
ing a state of depre.ssion to debate the matter. 

Merryon's Intngalow was actually the only one in 
the station in which happiness reigned. They were 
sitting together in his den, .smoking a great many 
cigarettes, listening to the fierpetual patter of the rain 
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interested him far more than the visitor, whom he 
guessed to be one of the subalterns. And so looking, 
he saw the smile freeze upon her face to a mask-like 
immobility, And very suddenly he remembered a 
man whom he had once seen killed on a battlefield— 
killed instantaneously — while laughing at .some joke 
The frozen mirth, the starting eyes, the awful vacancy 
where the soul had been — he saw them all again in the 
face of his wife. 

“ Great heavens, Puck ! What is it ?” he said, and 
sprang to his feet. 

In the same instant she turned with the movement 
of one tearing herself free from an evil spell, and 
Sung herself violently upon his breast. “Oh, Billi- 
kins, save me—save me!” she cried, and broke into 
hysterical sobbing. 

His arms were about her in a second, sheltering her, 
sustaining her. His eyes went beyond her to the open 
door. 

A man was standing there — a bulky, broad-featured, 
coarse-lipped man with keen black eyes that twinkled 
maliciously between thick lids, and a Idack beard that 
only served to emphasize an immensely heavy under- 
jaw. Merryon summed him up swiftly as a Portu- 
guese American with more than a dash of darker 
blood in his composition. 

He entered the room in a fashion that was almost 
insulting. It was evident that be was summing up 
Merryon also. 

The latter waited for him, stiff with hostility, hii 
arms still tightly clasping Puck’s slight, cowering 
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A sudden awful doubt smote through Merryon. He 
turned to the girl sobbing at his breast 

“ Puck,” he said, “ for Heaven’s sake — what is this 
man to you ?”• 

She did not answer him; perhaps she could not 
Her distress was terrible to witness, utterly beyond all 
control. 

But the new-comer was by no means disconcerted 
by it. He drew near with the utmost assurance. 

“Allow me to deal with her!” he said, and reached 
out a hand to touch her. 

Hut at that action Merryon’s wrath burst into 
sudden flame. “Curse you, keep away!” he thun- 
dered. “ Lay a finger on her at your peril 1” 

The otlier stood still, but his eyes gleamed evilly. 
“ My good sir," he said, “ you have not yet graHj>ed 
the situation. It is not a pleasant one for you— for 
either of us; but it has got to be grasped. I do not 
happen to know under what circumstances you met 
tins woman ; but I do know that she wa.s my lawful 
wife before the meeting took place. In whatever light 
you may be pleased to regard that fact, you must 
admit tliat legally she is my property, not yours!” 

“Oh, no-no -no!'* moaned Puck. 

Merryon said nothing. lie felt strangled, as if a 
ligature about his throat had forced all the blood to 
his brain and confined it there. 

After a moment the bearded man continued. “ You 
may not know it, but she is a dancer of some repute, a 
circumstance which she owes entirely to me. I picked 
her up, a mere child in the streets of London, turning 
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had been — a true marriage — you would have to — set 

me— free— now.” 

“And why?” said Vulcan, with his evil smile. 

She was white to the lips, but she faced him 
unflinching. “ There is — a reason,” she said. 

“ In — deed ! ” He uttered a scoffing laugh of deadly 
insult. “ The same reason, I presume, as that for 
which you married me ?” 

She flinched at that— flinched as if he had struck 
her across the face. “Oh, you brute I” she said, and 
shuddered back against Merryon’s supporting arm. 
"You wicked brute!” 

It was then that Merryon wrenched himself fre» 
from that paralyzing constriction that bound him, and 
abruptly intervened. 

“ Puck,” he said, " go f Leave us I I will deal with 
this matter in my own way.” 

She made no move to obey. Her face was hidden 
in her hands. But she was sobbing no longer, only 
sickly shuddering from head to foot 

He took her by the shoulder. “ Go, child, go !” he 
urged. 

But she shook her head. “ It*s no good,” she said. 
" He has got—-the whip-hand.’* 

The utter despair of her tone pierced straight to 
his soul. .She stood as one bent beneath a crushing 
burden, and he knew that her face was burning behind 
the sheltering hands. 

He still held her with a certain .stubbornness of 
posse-ssion, though she made no further attempt to 
cling to him. 
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And then— jnsj: a week before the fire— another 
woman came, and told'^ me that it was not a real mar- 
riage; that — that he had been through exactly th® 
same form with her— and there was nothing in it/- 
She stopped again at sound of a low laugh from 
Vulcan. **Not quite the same form, my dear,*^ he 
said. ** Yours was as legal and binding as the Eng- 
lish law could make it. I have the certificate with 
me to prove this. As you say, you were valuable' to 
me then— as you will be again, and so I was careful 
that the contract should be complete in every par- 
ticular. Now— if you liave quite finished your— sliall 
we call it confession ?— I suggest that you should 
return to your lawful Inisband and leave this gentle- 
man to console himself as soon as may be. It is grow- 
ing late, and it is not my intention that you should 
spend another niglit under his protection.^* 

He spoke slowly, with a curious, compelling 
em|)hasis, and as if in answer to that compulsion 
Puck*s eyes came back to his. 

Ob, no !** she said, in a quick, frightened whisper,. 
**No! Icarrt! Ican^tP* 

Yet slie ma<le a movement towards him as if drawn 
irresistibly. 

And at tliat movement, wholly involuntary as it 
was, something in Merryon*s brain seemed to burst. 
He saw all things a burning, intoleralde red. With a 
stranglc'<l oath he caught her back, held her violently— 
t prisoner in his arms. 

By God, no P* he said, ** 111 kill you first r 
Slie turned in his embrace. She lifted her lip,s and 
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w:is even more terrible than his flow of words had 
been. The whole m,an vibrated with a wrath that 
possessed him in a fashion so colossal as to render^ 
hixB actually sublime. He mastered the sitxiation by 
the sheer, indomitable might of his fury. There was 
no standing against him. It would have been as easy 
to stem a racing torrent 

yulcan, for all his insolence, realized the fact The 
many's strength in that moment was gigantic, prac- 
tically limitless. There was no coping with it StiU 
with the snarl upon his lips he turned away. 

You will pay for this, my wife/' he said. ** You 
win pay in ftilL When I punish, I punish well.** 

He reached the door and opened it, still leering back 
it the limp, girlisli form in Merryon*s arms. 

** It will not be soon over,** he said. “ It will 
take many days, many nights, that punishment- 
till you have left off crying for mercy, or expect- 
ing it.** 

He was on the threshold. His eyes suddenly shot 
up with a glowering hatred to Merryon*s^ 

*‘And you/* he said, **wiH have the pleasure of 
knowing every night when you lie down alone that 
she is either writhing under the lash— a frequent exer- 
cise for a while, my good sir— or finding sxxbtle com- 
fort in my arms; Ix^th pleasant subjects for your 
dreams/* 

Ik was geme. The door closed slowly, noiselessly 
upon his exit. There was no sound of departing 
feet. 

But Merryen neither liilened nor cared. He had 
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turned Puck's deathly face upw.ij.i , v.,i , ri; 

it with burning, passionate kis''* 

to life, as it were, by the fiery ii.tf.. v . 1 ins vo 


riiAi’rKK IX* 

GRF.A1KK tHAN ! . M H 

She came to life, weakly ga-.l'inj' ‘'’i'- pr!.,i 
eyes upon him with theuii!, uitw ,i\ ei -ii^; .ol.a.i! 
their depths. And then !»■!'< re Iii'. ! a;! i :,*! !. . | 
sank. She hid her face ajpuic.t hnu wok .ui !:i.| 
late .sound more anguished tlian mv w eej mj; 

The savagery went out of his h- Id ife dir 
to the charpoy on whidi stir li.id syrm *11 ni.iny 
ings waiting for him, and in.tdr her 'jf d. wi 

She did not cling to iimi any !). ii,;ri , . '.c 
covered her face so that he should n- f •.'•r it, find 
herself together in a piteous hr.tp, hri b, 
head bowed over her knees m ati . vrtwl -a’aMg ;j 
of humiliation. 

Yet there was in the siitmtion •.< 
curiously reminiscent of that night wlirn ,i,r h.,d 
from the burning stage into the safety t>| his 
Now, as then, she was utterly tlej^iident ujn.) 
charity of his soul 

He turned from her and poured brandy and 1 
into a glass. He came back and knelt t.eside ii 

" Drink it, my darling!" he wtd. 
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She made a quick gesture as of surprised protest* 
She did not raise her head. It was as if an, invisible 
hand were crushing her to the earth. 

Why don’t you— kill me ?” she said, 

■ He laid his hand upon her bent head. Because 
you are the salt of the earth to me/’ he said ; because 
I worship you.” 

She caught the hand with a little sound of pas- 
sionate endearment, and laid her face down in it, her 
hot, quivering lips against his palm. I love yon 
so !” she said. I love you so 1 ” 

He pressed her face slowly upwards. But she 
resisted No, no ! I can’t— meet— your—cyes.” 

** You need not be afraid,” he said* “ Once and for 
all, Puck, believe me when I tell you that this thing 
shall never™ -can never— come between us.” 

Slie caught her breath sharply; but still she refused 
to look up. Then you don’t understand,” she said. 

You— you— ^can't understand that— that— I was— 

his-" his- — ” Her voice failed. She caught his 

hand in both her own, pressing it hard over her face, 
writhing in mute slmme before him. 

^‘Yes, I do under.stand,” Merryon said, and h%% 
voice was very quiet, full of a latent force that thrilled 
her magnetically. ** I understand that when you were 
itill a child this brute took possession of you, broke 
you to his will, did as he pleased with you. I under- 
itand that you were as helpless as a rabbit in the grip 
of a weasel. I understand that he was always an 
abomination and a curse to you, that when deliverance 
offered you seized it; and I do not forget that you 
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would have preferred death if I wotilil have let i 
die. Do. you know, Puck" — his vniie liad suftei 
by imperceptible degrcc.s: lie was hi-iuiuit' tovva: 
her so that she could feel his breath (.m her lu t k wl 
he spoke — “when I took it upon me to sa\e j-uu fn 
yourself that night, I knew— -I gnc:sr(i what h 
happened to you? No, don’t start like that! 
there was anything to forgive I forgave ymi long aj 
I understood. Believe me, tliotigh I am a nuu, I ci 
understand." 

He stopped. His hand was all wet with [jer teai 
"Oh, darling!" she whispered. "Oh, darling I" 
"Don’t cry, sweetheart !" fie said. " And don’t J 
afraid any longer I I took you from your inferno, 
learnt to love you— just as you were, «iear, jii u as ya 
were. .You tried to keep me at a distance; do yo 
remember ? And then— you found life w.»s inn stron 
for you. You came back and gave vmirself to mt 
Have you ever regretted it, my riarhng ? IVH « 
thatl” 


" Never!” she sobbed. "Never! V<nir love -..you; 
love— has been— the safety-curtain— always betweei 
me and — harm.**' 


And then very suddenly she lifted her face, hei 
itreammg eyes, and met his look. 

“But there’s one thing, darling," she said, " which 

you must know. I loved you always alw.ivs ,evfB 

before that monsoon night. But I came tn y,,., then 
because— because— I knew that I hatl fuTti 

nized. and— I was afraid-I was tcrnfied-tdl-tiiu 
was safe m your axms.” ' 
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“ Ah ! But you came to me,” he said. 

A sudden gleam of mirth shot through her woe. 
" My ! That was a niglit, Billikins !” she said. And 
then the cIoufLs came back upon her, overwhelming 
her. “ Oh, what is there to laugh at ? How could I 
laugh ?” 

He lifted the glass he held and drank from it, then 
offeretl it to her. “ Drink with me 1” he said. 

She took, not the glass, but his wrist, and drank 
witii her e.v<;3 upon hi.s face. 

When she had finished .she drew his arms about 
her, and lay against his isiiouldcr with closed eyes for 
a space, .saying no word. 

At last, with a little murmuring sigh, she spoke. 
“What is going to happen, Billikins?" 

"Got! knows," lie .said. 

But there was no note of dismay in his voice. Hi* 
hold was strong and steadfast. 

She stirred a little. " I )o you believe in God ?*’ she 
asked him, for the .second time. 

He hatl not answered her Irefore; he answered her 
now without hesittUion. " Yes, I do." 

She lifted her head to look at him. "I wonder 
why,” she said, 

He was silent for a moment ; then, " Just because 1 
can hohl you in my arms," he said, "and feel that 
nothing else matters-- or can matter again." 

"You really ferl that?" she said, quickly. “Yoa 
really love me, dear ?" 

" 'Fhat is love," he said, .simply. 

'• Oh, darling 1" I Icr breath came fast “ Then, if 
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they try to take me from you — you will iv.nly do i| 
you won’t be afraid ?” 

“Do what?’’ he questioneti, soiuhrrl v. 

“Kill me, Billikins,’’ she answned, i-vMifly. “i^ 
me — sooner than let me gD.” 

He bent his head. “Yes," he s.ud, " lovc 
strong enough for that.” 

“But what would yiui do alhnw.ud ■ s 
breathed, her lips raised to lii.s. 

A momentary surprise sliowed iu his ov!- ;, “ Aftj 
wards ?” he questioned. 

“After I was gone, darling ?” she said, itnx-iiutsly 

A very strange .smile came over ?dei i'vi ti'-. fare, f 
pressed her to him, his eyes gazing deep ni!u hers !• 
kissed her, but not passionately, rather with rrvrreni 

“Your afterwards will lie mine, dear, wlierevcr 
is,” he said. "If it comes to that if iliere is at 
going — in that way — we go together.” 

The anxiety went out of her face in a <an .aid, ,S1 
smiled back at him with utter confidenee, f di, Hill 
kins!” she said. "(Jh, Rillikms, that will he great 

She went back into his arms, suul lav thrie for 
further space, saying no word. There was Mmietfiin 
sacred in the silence between thetn, Sduiethin 
mysterious and wonderful. The dnp. dttp. drip < 
the ceaseless rain was the only soiinti m tim stillnes 
They seemed to be alone together in a sum lu.iry tha 
none other might enter, hush, and and wife, m.ule on 
by the Bor,d Imperishable, waiting together fa 
ddiverance. They were the most precious moment 
that either had ever known, for in them they were inon 
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truly wedded in spirit than they had ever been before. 
How loni,' the fp’cat silence lasted neither could have 
said. It lay like a spell for awhile, and like a spell it 
passed. 

Merry* tn moved at last, moved and looked down 
into hi.s wile’s eyes. 

They met his instantly without a hint of shrinking; 
they cv('n smiled. " It must be nearly bed-time,” she 
said. “You are not going to be busy to-night?” 

"Not to-ni!,;hl,” fie said. 

“ Tlien ilon’t let’s sit up any longer, darling!” she 
said. " \Ye can't either of u.s afford to lose our beautv 
sleep.” 

She ros<‘ wiifi liiui, .still with her shining eyes lifted 
to hi'-., still with that brave gaiety .sparkling in their 
depths. .Slie gave his arm a tight little .squeeze. " My, 
Billikins, liow you’ve grown!" she saitl, admiringly. 
"You alwav!? were pretty big. But to-niglil you’re 
just titanic!" 

lie smiled and touched her cheek, not speaking. 

"You fill the World,” she said. 

lie bent oner more to kiss her. " You fill my heart," 
he said. 


CHAPTER X 
T!!K HArRIFUE 

They went round the bungalow togctfier to see to the 
fastenings of thuirs and windows. The khitmutgar 
had gone to his own tjuarters for the night, and they 
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were quite alone. The drip, drip, drip of the rain was 
still the only sound, save when the far cry of a prowl- 
ing jackal came weirdly through the night 

“ It*s more gruesome than usual somehow/- said 
Puck, still fast clinging to her husband's arm. I’m 
not a bit frightened, darling, only sort of creepy at the 
back. But there's nobody here but you and me, it 
there?” 

“Nobody,” said Merryon. 

“ And will you please come and see if there are any 
snakes or scorpions before I begin to undress ?" she 
said. “ The very fact of looking under my bed makes 
my hair stand on end.'^ 


He went with her and made a thorough investiga* 
tion, finding nothing. 

Thats aU right,” she said, with a sigh of relief* 
And yet, somehow, I feel as if something is waiting 
round the corner to pounce out on us. Is it Fate, do 
you think ? Or just my silly fancy ?” 

I think it is probably your startled nerves, dear/* 
he said, smiling a little. 

^ She assented with, a half-suppressed shudder. ** But 
I’m sure something wiU happen direcUy,” she said. 
I m sure. I'm sure,” 

Well, I shall only be in the next room if it does ** 
he said. ' 


He was about to leave her, but she sprang after 
him, dining to his arm. “And you won’t be late, 
Th “ I can’t sleep without yo2 

Ah what IS that? What is it ? What is it ?” 

Her voice rose almost to a shriek. A sudden loud 
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knocking had broken through the endless patter ol 
the rain. 

Merryon’s face changed a very little. The iron 
grey eyes became stony, quite cxpres.sionles.s. Ht 
stood a moment listening. Then, "Stay here!” he 
said, his voice very level and composed. " Yes, Puck, 
I wish it. Stay here I" 

It was a distinct command, the most distinct he had 
ever given her. Her clinging hands slipped from hii 
arm. She stood rigid, unprotesting, white as death 

The knocking was renewed with fevered energy a! 
Merryon turned quietly to obey the summons. Ht 
closetl tlie door upon his wife and went down tht 
passage. 

There was no haste in his movements as he slipped 
back the holts, rather the studied deliberation of pur- 
pose of a man artueti against all eniefgency. But tht 
dttor hurst inwards against him the moment he opened 
it, and one of his subalterns, young Harley, almos! 
fell into his anus. 

Merryon steadied him with the utmost composure 
"Hullo, Harley! You, is it? What’s ail this noist 
about ?” 

The hoy fmlled himself together with an effort. Hi 
was wltite to the lips. 

"There's cholera broken out," he said. "Forbci 
and Roliey— both down— at their own bungalow 
And they’ve got it at the barracks, too. Macfarlanc’s 
there Can you come ?" 

"Of cmtrsc~-st once.'* Merryon pulled him for 
ward. " Go in there and get a drink while I speai 

to mV wifr ?'* 
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He turned back to her door, hut shv niil him on | 
threshold. Her eyes burned like iii her lit, 

pale face. 

all right, BillikinsC site said, and swallnw 
hard. “I heard. YoiiVe gut to go to tin* harrar] 

haven’t you, darling? I knew Iheie uas ijnnf^r 
be — something. Well, you must lukr ‘ n.iihiiis; 
cat in yoiir pocket Yotill want it {nurnn: 

And some brandy too. Give me jamr idt li, il.irliii 

and ril £11 it I” 

Her composure amazed iiitn. Hr li.id rxpeiK 
anguished distress at the iiare idea of he. lr,i\ ui.j hj 
but those brave, bright eyes ul hius wrir .(t iu,t!| 
smiling. 

“Puck !” he said. “ You-~wt)mirr !" 

She made a small face at iiim. “ ( »!i, you're mu i] 
only wonder in rtie world," she told )auj. ‘‘ Run ah .« 
and get yourself ready I My ! You arc going to | 
busy, aren’t you 

She nodded to him and ran info the di.o.^ nig moi 
to young Harley. He heard her chatliii,.' thnr whi 
he made swift preparations for dep,ut!iif, ,uitj 1 
thanked Heaven that she re.alimi so little t!ir fjJustl 
nature of the horror that had swept rlmvii upiui thru 
He hoped the boy would liave the ieiiw to let h< 
remain unenlightened. It was bad etiough to havr t 
leave her after the ordeal they had just bu ed toge!i,« 
He did not want h« terrified on h.s account ai wrl 

But when he joined them she was sldl snnlinj 
aiger only to provide for any possible want uf hts. ou 
thinking of herself at all 
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I hope you will enjoy your picnic, Billikins/* she 
said, ril shot the door after yon, and I shall know 
it’s properly fastened. Oh, yes, the khii will take care 
of me, Mr. Harley, He\s such a brave maa He kills 
snakes without the smallest change of countenance. 
Good-night, Billikins ! Take care of yourself! I 
suppcKse youll come back some time ?’* 

She gave him tfie lightest caress imaginable, shook 
hands affect icmatcly with young Harley, who was 
looking iit*cidedly less pinched than he i)ad upon 
arrival, and stood waving an energetic hand as they 
went away into the dripping dark. 

“ Ynti didn’t tell lutr— anything ?” Merryoii asked, 
as they plunged tlown the road, 

''Not more than I could help, major, But she 
5e«fnned tc^ know without.'^’' The lad spoke uncomfort- 
al)ly, as if against In’s will 

"She asked c|!u\siions, then?” Merryori’s voice was 
sharp. 

"Yes, a few. She wanted, fo know abfuit Forbes 
and Rcthey. Rohey is awfully bad. I didnk tell her 
that" 

** Who k looking after them ?" Merryon asked. 

** Only a native orderly now. The colonel and Mac- 
farlane both had to go to the barracks. Uk frightful 
there About twenty cases already. Oh, damn thii 
rain r' said Harley, bitterly. 

** Hut couldn’t they lake them— Forbes, I mean, and 
Robey— to the hospital?" questioned Merryon. 

No, To tell you the truth, Robey is pegging out 
poor old fellow, lt*s always the best chaps that fc 
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first, though, Heaven knows, we may be all gone before 
this time to-morrow.” 

” Don’t talk like a fool !” said Merryon, curtly. 

And Harley said no more. 

They pressed on through mud that was ankle-deep 
to the barracks. 

There during all the nightmare hours that followed 
Merryon worked with the strength of ten. He gave 
no voluntary thought to his wife waiting for him in 
loneliness, but ever and anon those blazing eyes of 
hers arose before his mental vision, and he saw again 
that brave, sweet smile with which she had watched 
him go. 

The morning found him haggard but indomitable, 
wrestling with the difficulties of establishing a camp 
a mile or more from the barracks out in the rain- 
drenched open. There had been fourteen deaths in 
the night, and seven men were still fighting a losing 
battle for their lives in the hospital. He had a native 
ofiicer to help him in his task; young Harley was 
luperintending the digging of graves, and the colonel 
had gone to the bungalow where the two stricken 
ofi&cers lay. 

Dank and gruesome dawned the day, with the 
»mell of rot in the air and the sense of death hoVering 
over all. And there came to Merryon a sudden, over- 
whelming desire to go back to his bungalow beyond 
the fetid town and see how his wife was faring. She 
was the only white woman in the place, and the 
thought of her isolation came upon him now like m 
fierv torture. 
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It was the fiercest temptation he had ever known. 
Till that day his regimental duties had always been 
placed first with rigorous determination. Now for 
the first time he found himself torn by conflicting 
ties. I'he craving for news of her possessed him like 
a burning thirst. Yet he knew that some hours must 
elapse before he could honestly consider himself free 
to go. 

He called an orderly at last, finding the suspense 
unendurable, and gave him a scribbled line to carry 
to his wife. 

“ Is all well, sweetheart ? Send back word by 
bearer,” he wrote, and told the man not to return with- 
out an answer. 

The oriicriy dcjiarted, and for a while Merryon 
devoted himself to tlie matter in hand, and crushed 
his anxiety into the background. But at the end of 
an hour he wa.s chafing in a fever of impatience. What 
delayed the fellow? In Heaven’s name, why was he 
10 long ? 

Ghastly possibilities arose in bis mind, fears 
unspeakable that he dared not face. He forced him- 
self to attend to hu.sinc.s.s, but the suspense was becom- 
ing intolerable, i Ic began to realize that he could not 
stand it much longer. 

He was nearing tlespcration when the colonel came 
unexpectetily upon the scene, unshaven and baggarti 
8 s he was himself, but fina as a rock in the face of 
adversity. 

He joined Merryon, and received the latter's report, 
grimly taciturn. They talked together for a space of 
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n«d, .nd e:.pcdienci«. Th. W1 d,<...sr 1„„1 c"t ' 
be checked somehow. Ih- sp>kr ..f fl 

officers on leave. There Ija.l l-e.-n <'i. u hK,;r -,.,k I, 
that summer that they were rediurd t-i ,<• tn.tn (i.i 


their normal strength. 

“You’re worth a good many, ho .dci;y<i 

half-grudgingly, “but you can't ^ n. >nnarh 

Besides, you’ve got " Hr bmi.f oil a aujitl 

“ How’s your wife 

“That’s what I don’t kiinw, sn ii-.rsi.h 
Merryon made answer. “I left her list tiigiit .SI 
was well then. Rut .-hicr I v«it d .wn ,tn i.nlrr 

over an hour ago. He's tmt conir It.n k ^ 

“Confound it!" said the ohuirl, te-.tdy. ‘‘\ou 
better go yourself.” 

Merryon glanced swiftly round. 

“Yes, go, go !" the colonel reUrialrd, inil.ddy “ I 
relieve you for a spell, tin aud '.atr.lv yi ui »e!J ai 
me! None but an infernal fnol would li.ivr kept it 
here,” he added, in a growling undnlone, a*. Meiivi 
lifted a hand in brief salute and si.utrd .iw .iv thiuiii 


the sodden mists. 

He went as he had never gone in hn life be!u 
and as he went the mists parted before him and 
blinding ray of sunshine came amiliiig thmiigh t 
gap like the sword of a destroyer ’Ihr »nti 
rushed through his mind and mil again, even as t 
grey mist-curtain closed once mote, 

ike reached the bungalow. It stood like a ihtmtd 
ghost, and the drip, drip, drip of the ram tm i 
veranda came to him like a death-knell 
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A gaunt figure met him almost on the threshold, 
md he recognized his messenger with a sharp sense of 
xiining disaster. The man stood mutely at the salute. 

“ Well ? Well ? Speak 1” he ordered, nearly beside 
nmsclf with anxiety. "Why didn’t you come back 
vith an answer?” 

The man spoke with deep submission. “ Sakib, 
here was no answer.” 

" What do you mean by that ? What the — 

Here, let me pass!” cried Merryon, in a ferment. 

' 'Fherc mtjst have been — some sort of answer.” 

” No, sahib. No answer.” The man spoke with 
inscrutable composure. “The mem~sahib has not 
come hack,” lie said. “ Let the sahib sec for himself !” 

But Merryon h.id already hurst into tha bungalow ; 
so he resuinrd his patient watch on the veranda, 
wholly undisturbed, supremely patient. 

Flic khitnnitgat came forward at his master’s noisy 
entrance. Fhere was a trace — just the shadow of * 
suggestion of anxiety on his dignified face under 
the snow-white tnrhan. Fie presented him with a note 
on a salver with a few murmured words and a deep 
salaam. 

“ For the sahib's hand.s alone," he said. 

Merryon snatched up the note and opened it with 

shaking hands. , , . 

It was very brief, pathetically, so, anti as he read, a 
great emptiness seemed to spread and spread around 
him in an ever-widening desolation. 

“ Good-bye., my RiUikins !" Ah, the pitiful, childish 
icxawl she had made of it ! “rve come to my smses. 
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and I’ve gone back to him. I’m n^t «-ithv of any 
sacrifice of yours, dear. And it would ! out been a 
'big sacrifice. You wouldnt like t ragged 

through the mud, but I’m used to it. It c.uur to m« 
just that moment that you said ‘ \rs, oi i nui .c, when 
Mr. Harley came to call you back to «!titv, I^uty is 
better than a worthless woman, my IbdiKimi, and I 
was never fit to be anything more than a toy to you ~ 
a toy to play with and toss a.sidc. And so gf.eid-hye, 
good-bye 1” 

The scrawl ended with a little cross at (hr l><..!tnm 
of the page He looked up from it with rvrs gons 
blind with pain and a stunned ami awful srir.e of loss. 

"When did the mem-sahib go?" be questioned, 
dully. 

The khitmutgar bent his stately prson " Th< 
mem-sahib went in haste," he said, "an hour fiefor^ 
midnight. Your servant followeti her to the dAh 
bungalow to protect her from budmaskrt, ! ul slie dis. 
missed me ere she entereal in. Saktb, 1 could do n< 
more.” 

The man’s eyes appealed for one instant, but fel 
the next before the dumb despair that looked out o! 
his master’s. 

There fell a terrible silence— a pause, as it were, « 
suspended vitality, while the iron bit dee|vrr am; 
deeper into tissues too numbed to feel 

Then, " Fetch me a drink t" said Merryon, curtly 
“ I must be getting back to duty." 

And with soundless promptitude the man withdrcin 
thankful to make his escape. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE SACRED FIRE 

“Weix? Is she all right?” Almost angrily the 
colonel flung the question as his second-in-command 
came back heavy-footed through the rain. He had 
been through a nasty period of suspense himself dur- 
ing Merryon’s absence. 

Merryon nodded. His face was very pale and his 
lips seemed stiff. 

“She has-gone, sir,” he managed to say, after ■ 
nioinent. 

“ Gone, has she ?’’ 'I'hc colonel raised his brows in 
astonished interrogation. “What! Taken fright at 
last? Well, best thiiig she could do, all things con- 
sidered. You ought to be very thankful.” 

He dismissed the subject for more pressing matters, 
and he never noticed the awful whiteness of Merryon’s 
face or the <lr;idl}’ fixity of his look. 

Macfarhine noticed both, corning up two hours later 
to report the death of one of the officers at the 
bungalow, 

" For Heaven's sake, man, have some brandy !" he 
said, proffering a flask of his own. '* You’re looking 
pretty unhealthy. What is it? Feeling a bit off, eh?" 

He held Merryon’s wrist while he drank the brandy, 
regarding him with a troubled frown the while. 

“What is the matter with you, man?" he said. 
“You're not friglitening yourself? You wouldn’t be 
tuch a fool i" 
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His harul dused urgently. He began to draw him 
away. 

Merryon';; ej-es came back as it were out of space., 
and gave him a epiick side-glance that was like the 
turn of a rapier. “ 1 must go down to the ddk-bunga> 
low" with decision. 

Swift protest ros(! to the doctor’s lips, but it died 
there. He lightened his hold instead, amd went with 
him. 

'I'hr Cdlfinel lodkfd round sharply at their api'roach, 
looked - and ';wore muier liis breath. “Yes, all right, 
major, you’d better jui,” he said, *' Ciood-bye ! 

Merryin es*-.ayrd a grim .smile, but his ashen face 
only twisted conviil: ively, showing his set teeth. He 
hung on M:u f.irhine's shoulder while the first 
black dotul of agony possessed him and slowly 
passed. 

Then, white ami shaking, he stood up. “ I’ll get 
round to the lidk now. before Fm any worse. Don’t 
come with me, Mai farl.tne ! I’ll take an orderly.” 

" Fm coming," said Macfarlane, stoutly. 

But they (lit! not get to the fldk-lmngalow, or any- 
where near it. Before they had covered twenty yards 
another frifthtfiil spasm of pain came upon Merryon, 
racking his whole being, depriving him of all his 
powers, wresting from him every faculty save that of 
suffering He went down into a darkness that .swal- 
lowed him, soul and body, Wotting out ail finite 
things, loosening his frantic dutch on life, him 

down as it were into a frightful ripptTilirss. w'ltett''hii 
only certainty of rxistenre lay '5» the cxcniciatihg 



103 


THE SAFETY-CURTAIN 


agonies that tore and convulsed iurn like devils in 
some inferno under the earth. 

Of time and place and circumstance therraffer he 
became as completely unconscious as thuu di they had 
ceased to be, though once or twice he w;:'- of a 

merciful hand that gave him csi'ium tu I'.r.id.-n -or 
was it only to prolong? — his sufforitig. And .Tons 
and eternities passed over him while he !.iv m the 
rigour of perpetual torments, not trying to CMape, 
only writhing in futile anguish in tlic luttrr iLuk of 
the prison-house. 

Later, very much later, there came a time when the 
torture gradually cea.scd or became inejiy-d in a 
deathly coldness. During that stage his iiiuiro.'and. 
ing began to come back to him like the In.-lit of a 
dying day. A vague and dreadful srn-.r of lost 
began to oppress him, a feeling of nakedness as though 
the soul of him were already slipjiiug fire, [uissing 
into an appalling void, leaving an appalling' void 
behind. He lay quite helpless and stuking. sinking-. 
slowly, terribly sinking into an overwhelming sea" of 
annihilation. 

With all that was left of hi.s failing strength he 
strove to cling to that dim light which hr knew for 
his own individuality. The silence and the darkness 
broke over him in long, soundless waves; bnt each 
time he emerged again, cold, cold as death. Init still 
aware of self, aware of existence, alfieit the worlci he 
knew had dwindled to an infinitesimal smallness, at 
w object very far away, and floating ever farther and 
farther from his ken. 
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Vague paroxysms of pain still seized him from tim« 
to time, but they no longer affected him in the same 
way. The body alone agonized. The soul stood 
apart on the ccigc of that dreadful sea, shrinking 
afraid from the black, black depths and the cruel cold 
of the eternal night. He was terribly, crushingly alone. 

Someone had once, twice, asked him a vital' ques- 
tion about his belief in God. Then he had been 
warmly alive. He had held his wife close in his arms, 
and nothing else had mattered. But now — but now— 
he was very far from warmth and life. He was dying 
in loneliness. He was perishing in the outer dark, 
where no hand might reach and no voice console. Ht 
had bclievcd“Or thought he believed — in God. But 
now his faith was wearing very thin. Very soon it 
would crumble quite away, just as he himself wai 
crumbling into the dreadful silence of the ages. His 
life_thc liricf passion called life — was over. Out of 
the dark it had conic; into the dark it went. And 
no one to care "no one to cry farewell to him across 
that desolation of emptiness that was death. No one 
to knee! beside him and pray for light in that awful, 
all-encompassing «!ark ! 

Stay 1 Sornetliing had touched him even then. Or 
was it but his dying fancy ? Red lips he had kissad 
and that hud kissed him in return, eager arras that 
had chuig and dung, eyes of burning adoration I Did 
they truly lidong all to the past ? Or were they here 

beside him even now even now? Had he wandered 

backwards perdiance into that strange, sweet heaven 
of love frotn which he had hem so suddenly and 
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terribly cast out ? Ah, how he had loved her ! How 
he had loved her! Very faintly there l>r>;aa to stir 
within him the old fiery longing tlrat slu-, and she 
alone, had ever waked within Iniii. He v^nuhl wor- 
ship her to the last flicker of ins dying smil. Hut the 
darkness was spreading, spreading, like the yawning 
of a great gulf at his feet. Alrea<iy hr wa:; shpping 
over the edge. The light was fading out oi Ids sky. 

It was the last dim instinct of nulutc that made 
him reach out a groping hand, and 'vith lips that 
would scarcely move to whisper, " Pmk !" 

He did not expect an answer. ‘Hie tldngs of earth 
were done with. His life was passing swd! !v, swiftly, 
like the sands running out of a glass. !!»• had lent 
her already, and the world had sunk away, .iw'ay, 
with all warmth and light anti love. 

Yet out of the darkness all suddenly there came i 
voice, eager, passionate, persistent. "I am here, Bilii- 
kins ! I am here! Come back to me, tiarlinj.' ! (‘ome 
back!” 

He started at that voice, started and p.uisrd. hold- 
ing back as it were on the very verge of t!ir pret ipice. 
So she was there indeed ! He could hear lirr SHidn'ng 
breath. There came to him the consciousness of !ier 
hands clasping his, and the faintest, vaguest glow 
went through his ice-cold body. lie trietl, pitemiily 
weak as he was, to bend his fingers about hers. 

And then there came the warmth of her lips upon 
them, kissing them with a fierce passion of tendrrnesi, 
drawing them close as if to breathe her own vitality 
into his failing pulses. 
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“ Oiv'n your eyes to me, darling she besought 

him. " ^ ^ 

your love! I can’t flo without it, Billikins. It’s my 
only salVgnani. Wliat ! He is dead ? I say he is 
not— lie is not I Or if he is, he shall rise again. He 
shall come back. See ! He is looking at me ! How 
dare yon say he. is <i<‘;Hl ?” 

The wild anguish of her voice reached him, pierced 
him, rt.msin;' him as no other power on earth could 
have rntisrd him. Out of that deathly inertia he drew 
himsrlf, iiu !i liy itich, as out of some clinging swamp, 
Uis hand tound streieph to tighten upon hers, lie 
opened hi*, eyes, Irmlendidded as they were, and saw 
her face all wlntr and drawn, gazing into his own with 
such an agony of love, such a consuming fire of wor- 
ship, tiiat it scrmetl as if his whole being were drawn 
by it, warmed, romforled, revived. 

She hung ahovr him, tierce in her <levotion, driving 
hack the dcM myer hv the sheer burning intensity o! 
her love. “ Vou shan't die, Billikins!” she told him 
passionately. "You can't die -now I am here!” 

She stoopnl her tace to his. He turned his lip* 
instimtivrlv Hi meet it, and sudrlcnly it was as though 
a flame had kimllrtl between them- hot. ardent, com- 
pelling. His dying pulses thrilled to it, his blood 
ran warmer. 

“Yon- have come hack!" he said, with slow 
articulation. 

"My darling- my tiarling!'* she made quivering 
answer. “ .‘say I've come - in time !” 

He tried to speak again, but could not. Yet the 
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deathly cold was gm^g way like irr krlVire tfic sim, 
He could feel his heart beating where fiefiHT he had 
felt nothing. A hand that was nnt Ihe k\ rainc oii| 
of the void beyond her and held a siHMailnl of .spiri| 
to his mouth. He sw^allowed it w-itii ditfuailty, 
was conscious of a greater w^annfh. 

. “There, my own boy, my own tun* !'’ slir rninimired 
over him, “YouVe coming back to inr. ^Tiv yaii’r*! 
comingbackP^ 

His lips quivered like a chiliiN. I le h nvrf ! them td 
t.nswcr her. “If you— will -'-stayT lie sank 
“I will never leave you again, tlarbrigC s!ie mad< 
iwift answer, “ Never, never again ! V<ni shall havn 
all that you want— al] --all !*' 

Her arms closed about him. He felt t!ie warmth oj 
her body, the passionate nearness of her stail; m4 
therewith the flame that had kinillet! !^ft\v<*fn thfin 
leaped to a great and burning glow% frnaunjuissinj 
them both— the Sacred Fire. 

, A wonderful sense of comfort came upon him. 
turned to her as a man turns to only one wnnmn ifi 
tH the world, and laid his head upon her bieasl. 

“ I only want— my wife/* he said 


CHAPTER XII 

FREEDOM 

f 

It took him many days to climb hark up th.it sbp< 
down which he had slipped so swiftly in those fru 
,»wM hours. Very slowly, with painful effort, bol 
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with unfailing purpose, he made his arduous way. 
And through it all Puck never left his side. 

Alert and vigilant, very full of courage, very quick 
of understanding, she drew him, leaning on her, back 
to a life that had become strangely new to them both. 
They talked very little, for Merryon’s strength was 
terribly low, and Macfarlane, still scarcely believing in 
the miracle that had he<!n wrought under his eyes, 
forbade all but the simplest and briefest speech — a 
prohilution which Puck strenuously observed: for 
Puck, though she knew the miracle for an accom- 
plished fact, was not taking any chances. 

“Presently, darling; when you’re stronger,” was her 
invariable answer to any attempt on his part to elicit 
information as to the evenis that had immediately 
preceded his seinirr. " 'I’here’s nothing left to fret 
about. You’re here -- an<l I’m here. And that’s all 
that matters.” 

If her lips qtiivered a little over the last assertion, 
she turned her head away that he might not see. For 
she was persistently cheery in his presence, full of 
tender hummm, always undismayed. 

He leanetl upon her instinctively. She propped him 
so sturdily, with a strength so amazing and so stead- 
fast. S<mietinies she laughed softly at his weakness, 
as a mother might laugh at the fust puny efforts of 
her baby to si and alone. And he knew that she loved 
his deprntlencc upon her, even in a sense dreaded the 
time when his own strength should reassert itself, 
making hers weak by comp.artson. 

But that time was coming, slowly yet very surdy. 
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The rains were lessening at last, am! t!.'* ' '.('i.vfien 
had been driven forth. MerryoTi wa-. in to tl 

Hills . on sick leave for sever. i! wrel;s ('oion 
Davenant had awaked to the fan! I'n. : 're. i:!e was 
valuable one, and his adiniraii- u t. ’a;', ‘.n-rryt 
was undisguised. He diti imt m tar 

her behaviour, but he was discu'et i-iie;; ; i i;. a in ,%! 
that enlightenment which niily njii* ui.iii t;!i‘ wor, 
was ever to receive. 

To that man on the night hrfnrr d-jnirtu 

came Puck, very pale ami re-avlutr, w;:h '.'iiiang, u 
wavering eyes. She knelt down him wi' 

small hands tightly clasped. 

“I’m going to say something drcaiitnl, Ihllikinj 
she said. 

He looked at her for a moment or fwr. m silen! 
Then, “I know what you are gnmg tn ‘..ly,” he sait! 

She shook her head. "Oh, no, vntj d n’t, tlarlin 
It’s something that'll make you frsghtfullv angry." 

The faintest gleam of a smile tn.'.'.rd Meiryut 
face. “With you ?’* he said. 

She nodded, and suddenly her even were hriimnit 
with tears. " Yes, with me “ 

He put his hand on her .shoulder. "I tell you, 
know what it is,” he said, with a cert .tin stniihi rnnet 
She turned her cheek for a niomrui tu c.u rss tl 
hand, then suddenly all her .strength went fi"m hi 
She sank down on the floor at Ins teei, huddli 
together in a woeful heap, just as she had hetrs i 
that first night when the safely cuttaiii had dtuppi 
behind her. 
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“You’ll never forgive me!” she sobbed. “But I 
jjnew— I knew— I always knew!” 

“ Knew what, child ?” He was stooping over her. 
His hand, trenil)ling still with weakness, was on her 
head. “ But, no, don’t tell me !” he said, and his voice 
was deeply tender. “ The fellow is dead, isn’t he ?” 

“ Oh, y ek lie’s tlead.”- Quiveringly, between piteous 
sobs, she answered him. “ He— was dying before I 
reached him— that dreadful night. He just— had 
strength left - to curse me! And I am cursed! I 

am cursrti ! , * t 

She. Hung out her arras wildly, clasping his 

feet* j 

He stooped lower over her. “Hush — hrashl” he 

isaid. I t 

She did not seeiu to hear. “ I let you take me 1 

stained your honour • I wasn’t a free woman. I tried 
to think I was ; but in my heart— I always knew— I 
always knew ! I wouldn't have your love at hrst — 
bccauiie i knew. And I came to you— that monsoon 
night- -cl lit'ily heeanse-I wanted— when he came 
after me as 1 knew he wouhl come~to force him— to 
set me— trre.” 

Through bitter sobbing the confession came; in 
bitter sobbing it ended. 

But still Merryon’s hand was on her head, still tus 
face was hent aisove her, grave and sad and pitiful, 
.hor... . .ua„ griU. 

After a little, lialtingly, she spoke again. ‘ And I 
wasn't coming hack to you— ever. Only somcont 
K told me you had been stricken down. And 
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then I ha’d to come. I couldn’t leave you to ai, 
That’s all — that’s all I I’m poini^ nmv. Arid I shao' 
come back. I’m not — your wife. You're ijuile, quit 
free. And I’ll never- — brin^ ‘-.haine f>ii \ ou afjain.f 
Her straining hands tighfciied, .She kis- ed theft, 
»he clasped. “I’m a wicked, wicked wout.in,” jijji 
said. "I was born~on the wroiq^ Miie- of (J;. 
lafety-curtain. That’s no- excuse; only to maJtt 
you understand.’’ 

She would have withdrawn her-.rif dieu, h,jt hii 
hands held her. She covered her l.i, r, kneeiinj 
between them. 

“Why do you want me to under. f.md i’-’’ he sii^ 
his voice very low. 

She quivered at the question, making no attempt 
to answer, just weeping silently there in his liold. 

He leaned towards her, albeit he was tie!iiMi„|T witli 
weakness. "Puck, listen!” he said. " ! do under, 
stand.” 

She caught her breath and became rjuile still, 
“Listen again!” he .sai.l “Wh.a ,s d,me-i, 
done; and nothing can alter it But vour future ii 
mine. You have forfeited the rigiit to leave me," 
She uncovered her face in a fiasli to g.i,*e jt htm »■ 
one confounded. 

He met the look with eyes that held her own. "1 
say it, ’ he said " You have forfeited t he ny ht You 
»ay I am free. Am I free?" 

She nodded, still with lier eyes nn his " 1 have- 
Bo daim on you,” she whispered, brokenly. 

His hands tightened; he brought her nearer to him. 
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“ And when that dream of yours comes true,” he said, 

“ what then ? What then ?” 

Her face quivered painfully at the question. She 
swallowed once or twice spasmodically, like a hurt 
child trying not to cry. 

“That’s— nobody’s business but mine,” she said. 

A very curious smile drew Merryon’s mouth. "1 
thought I had had .something to do with it," he said. 
“I think I am entitled to part-ownership, anyway.” 

She shuiik her head, albeit she was very close to his 
breast. " You’re not, Hillikins !” she declared, with 
vehemence. You only say that~out of pity. And 
I don’t want pity. I — I’d rather you hated me than 
thatl Miles rather 1” 

His arms went round her. He uttered a queer, pas- 
sionate laugh and drew Iter to his heart. “And what 
if I offer you—lovc?” he said. “Have you no use 
for that either, my wife— my wife?” 

She turned and citing to him. clung fast and desper- 
ately, as a drowning person dings to a spar. “ But 
I'm not, BilHkins! I’m not!” she whispered, with 
her face hitiden. 

" You shall he made steadfast answer. Before 
God you shall be,” 

“Ah. do you believe in God ?” she murmured. 

"I do," he said, finnly. 

She gave a little soh. " Oh, Billikins, so do I At 
least, I think I do; but I'm half afraid, even now. 
though I did try to do-thc right thing. I shall only 
know for certain-when the dream comes true." Her 
face came upwards, her lips moved softly against W» 
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neck. “Darling,” ihe whispemi, '‘limi’t 
it’ll be — a boy 

He bent his head mutely. .Soiiu-ln'W 
difficult. 

But Puck was not wanting s[re'( h df hi 
She turned her red lips to iiin. “Hut c 
girl, darling, it won’t matter, for siu-’ll ! e 
right side of the safety-curtain nuw, lii.i 
goodness — your generosity," 

He stopped her sharply. " Pin k ! P, 

Their lips met. Puck was solihini; . 
smiling at the same time. 

“Your love is the .safety-curt .lin, HilhLi 
she whispered, softly. “ And Pm going f. 
for it — every day of my life." 

“My darling!’- he said. " Mv wife !" 

Her eyes shone up to his throngi) inn 
you realize,” she said, “ that we have iim 
dead ?" 


.v<^u hop(s 
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;ust then 
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CHAPTER I 

ON TRIAL. 

"I RKM.I.V don’t know why I accepted him. But 
somehow it was done l)eforc I knew. He walt7.es so 
divinely that it intoxicates me, and then 1 naturally 
cease to be respomable for my actions.” 

Doris Ficldino leant hack luxuriously, her hands 

clasped behind her head. 

" I can’t think wliat he wants to marry me for,” .she 
said reflect ively. “1 am qnite sure I don’t want to 
marry him" 

“ ‘rhen, my dear ciiild, what po.ssessed you to accejit 
him?" remonstrated lirr friend, Vera Abingdon, from 

behind the tea-tabh*. , , . 

“ That’s just what I don't know," said Dons, a 
little stnile twitching the corner of her mouth. " How- 
ever, it doesn’t signify greatly. I don’t mind being 
engaged for a little, while if he is good, but I certaimv 
shan’t go on if 1 don’t like it. It’s in the nature of 
an cxperinient, you see 1 Anil it really is necessary, for 
there i# absolutely no other way of testing the situa- 
tion,” . , . ^ , 

She glanced at her friend and burst into a gay peal 

11.1 
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of laughter. No one knew htnv titterly chanuing tl)|. 
girl could be till she laughed. 

“Oh, don’t look so shocked, pleivr!" slie Isegg^ij 
“1 know I’m flippant, flighty, and fn. .h'-.h, hiit rcill 
I’m not a bit wicked. Ask I’liil if I am ' !Ic lu 
known me all my life.” 

" I do not need to a.sk him, I hit." Vera ike wei 
some gravity notwithstan<ling. “I h.ur never U\t , 
moment thought you wicked. Ihit 1 do Mtiurtimt 
think you are rather heartless." 

Doris opened her blur eyes wiilc. 

"Oh, why? 1 am sure I am not. If le.illy ijn' 
my fault that I have been engaged two m ihire tune 
before. Directly I begin to get plf.isauily ijitimit 
with anyone he proposes, an<i how c.in I possthl! 
know, unless I am on terms of intmiary, wlteihcr: 
should like to marry him or nut? I am Mire 1 tion' 
want to be engaged to anyone for any Irngih of timj 
It’s as bad as being cast up on a desert i .Lnni will 
only one wretched man to .si>eak to, As ,i ui, liter o 
fact, what you call hearllessness ts sheer broid 
mindedness on my part, I admit tlutt I rio oca 
sionaJly sail near the wind. Il'.s fun, and 1 like it 
But I never do any harm-any real h.iim 1 mean. 1 
always put my helm over in time. And I must pm 
tect myself somehow against fortune-himters ’’ 

Vera was silent. This high..spinteii young couiit 
of her husband’s was often a sore anxiety to her, Sbt 
had had sole charge of the girl for tiie past three yewt 
and had found it no light responsibilitv, 

“Cheer up, darling 1" besought Dorn " There ii 
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0ot the smallest cause for a wrinkled brow. Perhaps 
the exprriinenl will turn out a success this time. Who 
knows? And even if it doesii't, no one will be any 
the worse. I am sure Vivian Caryl will never break 
his heart for nieT 

Rut Vera Aldi^rdon shook l>er head. 

I d<jn‘t like you to be so wild, Dot It makes 
people think liphtly of you. And you know ho^ 
angry Idiil wa:^ last, tinieA 

Dot snapped \wv htirp-rs airily and rose. 

‘*Who cares feir Idnl? Besides, it really was not 
my fatilt last tune, whatever anyone may say. Are 
yoti going to ask my fianci down to Rivermead for 
Easter ? Ikmatjse if so, I do beg you won't tell every- 
body we are etppiged It is quite an informal arrange- 
ment, ami perhaps, considering all the circumstances, 
the less sai<i about it the better,** 

She sto})|>cal and kissed Vera*s grave face, laughed 
again as tiuiti*;^di she could not help it, and flitted like 
a butterfly from the room. 


CTIAFTER II 
HIS INTENTIONS 

Where is Doris ^.sked Phil Abingdon, looking 
rouncl upon fhe assembled in his drawing-rorun 

at Riferiiiead. ** We are til wailing for her.** 

**l think we hud better go in without her/* said hit 
wife, With her nervous imile. **She arranged to 
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motor down with Mrs. Lockyiird am! i)(*r [mrty thi* 
afternoon. Possibly they have persii.tiird lirr to dine 
with them.” 

"She would never do that surely," raid I’iiil, witfe 
an involuntary glance at Vivian ( .irvl «!n,i had jast 
entered. 

“If you are talking about iny funJf, I think it 
more than probable that she wi tild," ihr- 
remarked. “Mrs 1 .orkvardV. pl.ur- ;• j” 1 a,-. ii,f 
river, I understand. Sliall I punt over and f-tcli 
Doris?” 

“No, nol” broke in his hostess anss. u-.U- “ I 40 

sure she wouldn’t come if you liid. Ih-adr'. " 

“Oh,' as to that," said Vivian Caryl, vmih a grim 
smile, “I think with all defereiirr fu y< tit I’lnnion, 
that the odds would be in my favour. Ib.wfver, let 
us dine first, if you prefer it.” 

Mrs. Abingdon did prefer it, anti r.iid «,(i [tastily 
She seemed to have a morind dre.id «>{ a rupture 
between Doris Fielding and her funuf, a ferlmg with 
which Caryl quite obviously hari m> svui|t,(t}iy. Thfrt 
was nothing very remarkable about thr u .tn s.ive hij 
somewhat supercilious demeanour wliii h !.ad caused 
Vera to marvel many times at !h>ris's tlmur 

They went in to dinner withouf further disnissioa. 
Caryl sat on Vera’s left, am! ama/ed [tor by bis utter 
unconcern regarding the absenter He smnrd ftt be 
in excellent spirits, and his dry humour provoked 1 
good deal of merriment. 

She led the way back to the <irawin|»-rm>tii as stwa 
as pbssiblft .There was a billiard-room Itryoml to 
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which members of her party speedily betook them- 
selves, arul Ix'rc most of the men joined them soon 
after. Neither Caryl nor Abingdon was with them, 
and Vera cotmttul the minutes of their absence with 
a sinking iieart while her guests buzzed all unheeding 

around iicr. . , , , . u u 

It was close upon ten o clock when she saw her hus- 
band’s fare fnr a moment in the doorway. He made 
a rapid s.i;„:n to her, and with a murmured excuse she 
went to him, tli'sing the door hchind her. 

Caryl was standing with him, calm as ever, though 
slje fancied that Ins eyes were a little wider than usual 
and his bearing les*; supercilious. 

Her hushaml, she saw at a glance, was both angry 
and agitated. 

"She itas gone ofl' somewhere with that bounder 
Brandon." he' said. " I'hey got down to tea, and 
went off a;;aui in the motor afterward-s, Mrs. Lock- 
yard di'e'.ii't seem to know for certain where.” 

“Phil !" she rxclaimrri in consternation, and added 
with her eyes Caryl, " What is to be done ? What 
can he tione ?” 

Cary! made quiet reply : 

"There was some talk of Wynhampton. I am 
going there now on your husband’s motor-bicycle. If 

I do not fin<i her there " 

He paused, ami on the instant a girl’s high pea! of 
laughter rang throug'h the house. The drawing-room 
door was flung back, and Doris herself stood cm the 
threshoUI. 

“Goodness!” .she cried. “What » solemn txm- 
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davc ! You can’t think how funny yon all I ok 1 Dj; 
tdl me what it is all about !" i 

She stood before them, the motor- veil thr.-wn bacl! 
from her dainty face, her (luivcring witt 

merriment. 

Vera hastened to meet her with ont^.trr!.-!;r(I handii 

“Oh, my dear, you can't think how anxu ms we havt 
been about you." 

Doris took her by the shoulders aiui lii;htly kisjed 

her. 

“Silly! Why? You know I alw.ivs rome up 
smiling. Why, Phil, you, are h . '..ni,: positively 
green! Have you been anxious, too ? I am indrcil 
honoured.” 

She swept him a curtsey, her face iiI! (imiples and 
laughter. 

■ "We’ve had the jolliest time," she dedured. "Wi 
motored to Wynhampton and saw the l.ist of tht 
races. After that, we dined at a dear htl> phice wit! 
a 'duckpond at the bottom of t!ie g.u den And liiuUj 
we returned — it ought to Itave been Ity nuMinlight 
only there was no moon. Wliere is ever. < ne? Ii 
• the billi.ard-room ? I want srmte milk ati' 1 " da fright 
fully. Vivian, you might, like the goMii -.i it you an 
go and get me some." 

She bestowed a dazzling smile up* n h’-i tni 

offened him one finger by way of s.dnt..’ ' n 

Abingdon, who had been w,ti!)!i}f t.i lyi m a wort 
here exploded with some violenre ami h-' ! In*, ymm 
ISousin in no measured terms what lie thini^da of bt 
Conduct 
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CL. listened with her head on one side, her eyes 
brimful o£ misrfiit^F, and finally with an airy gesture 

you^want to scold me, too ? I am sure you 
do You had belter be quick or there will be nothing 

‘'"aS.” Ion l..rnc<l ■>-> Ws h=d “'■d “"T 

lie wa^ thoroughly angry and made no ^ 

hide it. HiJi ^ moment irresolute, thm 

Iftlv followed him. And as the door closed. Caryl 
?Sed very steadily into the girl’s flushed face and 

Al'i I have to say i.s this. Maurice Brandon is no 
bt escort for any woman who values her 
An,! I here and now forbid you most stnctly, 
Tolt eiinihatically. ever to go out with him alone ^ 

paused. She was looking straight back at him 
-Doyoureallyp And who 

" You yourself." he answered quietly. 

"Indeed! May I ask when?" 

Ik stiffened a little, but his face did^not alt«. 

« When you promised to be my wife, he said. 

i< An engagement can be broken off V' she dcdarc 

By mutual consent," said Caryl 

"That is absurd," she rejoined. Jon couldnt 
possibly hold me to it against my will. 
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“I am quite capable of <ii II n- si'," I;f‘ I pIi! Iirrcnnti 
" if I think it worth my wliilo." 

“Worth your whilel” s!ic rxdaiin.-il, 'uj, [,■ 
as if she doubted his sanity. ’ ' ' 

. “Even so,” he said. “ When 1 have luHv 
myself that a heartless little flirt !:!^r <.•. •; , , 
formed into a virtuous ami umiaMr v, ne !{ 
prove a difficult proce.ss, I admit, .cid : ips 1 
altogether a pleasant one. JJuf I ■.'mI; i 1. ' 

that account.” ' 

He leant back against flir ni,!tilrlp!rr<' v, :;.'i gf, 
turc that plainly said that su tar .nt h,- v. a , , ' 
the matter was ended. 


But it was not so with IK.ris. .She 
for several sccond.s absoiutflv m- li. nh- 
colour gone from her face, her hhir rvn 1 
ipeechless fury. At lenjph, with a 
movement, she tore the ring he h.»d ,.-iVr'n 
her fing'er and !i(?ld it otil to iiiui 


t I 


•'•fore hill 
I lie vivic 
will; 

■■■n. firm 

b<T fran 


“Take itl” she sai<l, her voice h. d; 

it . '"'I*' 


•iti It 


't*d tfld 


tremulous. “This is the end 1" 

He did not stir a muscle, 

“Not yet, I think,” he said. 

^ Sie flashed a single glance at liin, in wh„ h priib 
and uncertainty were strangely nunglr.i. ihrn 
sudden swoop towards the fire. He re.,.! Imr i„te,: 

hand. ,The nng shot from I,er hohl. gle..,,,;.! 
amol^tk‘^1 and fell with a tinkl- 

^ tnaong the.' ashas- of the fender* 

Caryl did not utter a word^ but hii face was fix^i 
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and grim ns, still tightly gripping the hand he had 
caught, he knelt and groped among the half-dead 
embers' for the ring it had wantonly flung there. When 

he found it he rose. ^ . 

“lleforc you do anything of that sort again, he 
said, “ let me advise you to stop and think. It will 
'do you no Irann, and may save trouble." 

He took her left hand, paused a moment, and then 
deliberately fdtetl tlie ring back upon her finger. 
She made no resi-.tanre, for she was instinctively 
aware that he would brook no more from her just then. 
She war, in fail horribly scared, though his voice was 
still perf<*rt!y quiet and even. Something in his touch 
had set her heart healing, something electric, some- 
thing terrifying. She dared not meet his eyes. 

He droppe'i her hand almost contenqituously. 
There was nothing lover-like, about him at that 
moment. 

“Ami remember,” he said, “that no experiment can 
ever prove a success unless it is given a fair trial ! 
You will rontinue to he engaged to me until I set you 
free. l;i tliat imderstnod ?" 

She did not answer him. She was pulling at the 
loose ends of her veil with restless fingers, her face 
downcast and very pale. 

" I )oris !" he said. 

She glanced up at him sharply. 

“ I am rather tired," she said, and her voice qu.vcrcd 
iL little. *' Ho you mind if I say good-night?" 

'* Answer me first 1” he said. 

She shook her head. 
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“I forget what you asked me. It i!, : matter, 

does it? There’s someone coming, ar.d 1 (hai’t wam 
to be caught Good-night !" 

She whisked round with the won Is l.ffi le he could 


realize her intention, and in a imnuent v, .e 

■ Ml t: 

ir cloor 

She waved a hand to him airily as .she 


T'tareA 

And Caryl was left to woiuicr if her s • 

lurw! 

;.it pre- 

cipitatc departure could be regardr.l ;■ 

IS a 


defeat or merely a postpomnnent of ti^e - 

‘4 

glc. 


CHAP! EH HI 

THE KNIGHT KHUAN'I 

It was the afternoon of Easter Day, and a m.u velloui 
peace lay upon all things. 

Maurice Brandon, a look of stipreme Etiininin on 
his handsome face, had just sauntered ri.nvn to th« 
river bank. A belt of daffodils nodded to him from 
the shrubbery on the farther sliore, ile sttuni and 
stared at them absently while he adly M.,.)ked t 
cigarette. 

Finally, after a long and quite unpr .fd d ’e juspro 
tion, he turned aside to investigate a !'■ Ml !i' tr e midei 
the willows on Mrs. l.ot'kyard's 'ude of the st!T:ittt 
He found the door unlocked, am! dua ••vrreii withis 
a somewhat dilapidated punt litis, after tonssdit. 
able exertion, he managed to drag foriii and Ju!a!!)i 
to run into the water. The craft seemed seaworthy 
and he proceeded to forage for a punt ji'.Ie 

Fully equipped at length, he stcpireii im liuard and 
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poPid himself out from the shore. Arrived at the 
farther bank, he calmly disembarked and tied up 
under the willows. He paused a few seconds to light 
another cigarette, tlicn turned from the river and 
sauntered up the path between the high box hedges. 

The garden was deserted, and he pursued his way 
unmolc.stcd till he came within sight of the house. 
Here for the first time he stopped to take deliberate 
stock of his surroundings. Standing in the shelter of 
» giant rhiHlodendron, he saw two figures emerge and 
walk alotig the narrow gravelled terrace before the 
house. As he watched, they reached the further end 
and turned. He recognised them both. They were 
tiaryl and his host Abingdon. 

For a few moments they stood talking, then went 
away togetlirr round an angle of the house. 

Scarcely had they di.sappeared before a girl’s light 
figure appeared at an upstairs window. Doris’s mis- 
chievous face {KTi>ed fortlj, wearing her gayest, most 
impudent grimace. 

There was no one else in sight, and with instant 
decision Brandon stepi^eef into full view, and without 
the faintest suggestion of concealment began to stroll 
up the winding path. 

She heard his ftwtsteps on the gravel, and turned 
her eyes upon him with a swift start of recognition. 

He raised his hand in airy salute, and he heard her 
low murmur of laughter as she waved him a hasty 
iign to await her in the shrubbery from which be 
bad just emerged. 
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“Did you actually coihc armss (lir said 

Doris. “Whatever made you do that 
“I said I should come and h tcii yviU, y. u know if 
you didn’t turn up," he said. 

She laughed. 

“Do you always keep your word 
" To you — always,” he assured her. 

Her merry face coloure<l a hitle, hut -Jir met hij 
eyes with absolute candour, 

“And now that you have rmiie w.hat (,.,a we dd? 
Are you going to take me on the mn ’ It 
rather dangerous." 


^ It is dangerous," Bramlon said i llv, "Inif 1 
think I can get you over in safety if ymi w,l! allow me 
to try. In any case, I won’t let you dimwu " 

“I shall be furious if anything ha| pen ..hr fcM 
him if you splash me ev<*n. So ia'wvtfr ! ’ 

He pushed out from the bank with a laugh, 1( w,i<i 
evident that her threat did not greatly inipir*,'; hinj 
As for Doris, she was evidently en}i.ying the atlven* 
ture, and the risks that attended it orilv added to iti 
^am. There was something about this m.ui that 
fascinated her, a freedom ami a daring to wi,u h her 
OTO reckless spirit could not fail to reNp*,nd. ! ie w.15 

the most interesting plaything .she had ha.l for a long 

imt She had no fear that he would ever make the 
mistake of taking her seriously. 

1^ They reached the opposite bank in safety, and he 
handed her ashore with considerable 

» \t to lie satd. as they 

walked up to the houst 
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“Oh, I kuuw what it is,” she returned carelessly. 

“ Mrs. Lockyard did not expect me and has gone out.” 
He no(ld<xl. 

“ Yon arc takiu’ it awfully well. One would almost 
think you didn’t mind.” 

She !au,g!nal. 

“ I never mind anything so long as I am not bored.” 
“Nor th) I,” iiaid Urundon. “We seem to have a 

good lieal in cuiunmn. But what puzzles me ” 

He hn'ke nil'. 'I'hfV Iiatl reached th(^ op''” French 
wiiuh'W that led intii Mir,, l.ockyard's drawing-room, 
He stood ar.ide for lier to enter. 

"Well?” .she sail!, as she passed him. “What is 
this weighty prohlmi ?’’ 

He followed her in. 

" What pu/zles me," hr said, “ is how a girl with 
your natural independemc and love of freedom can 
endure to remain nnmarried." 

.She oiiened her ever, wiile in astonishment. 

" My good sir, you have expressed the exact reason 
in words which could nut have been better chosen. 
Independence, hive of freedom, and a very strong 
preference for going my own w’ay." 

He laup.heti a little. 

"Yes, Imt you would liave all these things a thou- 
sand times niulliplietl if you were married. I.nok at 
*11 the restraints and restrictions to which girls are 
suhjecteil where marrietl women simply please them- 
selves Why. you are ulisohitely hedged round with 
conventions. You can .scarcely go for a ride with a 
man of your acquaintance in broad daylight without 
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endangerin’ your reputation. What wcnlil they 
say — your cousin and Mrs. Aliiivnlon it !!it s knew 
that you were here with me now i 1 hey w i tihl hold 
up their hands in horror.’’ 

The girl’s thoughts flashed si.u,I<it>nly !n ( '.iryl. How 
much freedom might she expect iniu .' 

“It’s all very well,” .she said, wdli a touch o{ 
petulance, “but easy-going hiir.b” .In d c;'t on 

every gooseberry-bush. 1 have never vet met the man 
who wouldn’t want to arrange iiiy !;;r m detail 

if I married him.” 

“ Yes, you have,” said Brandon. 

He spoke with deliberate emphasis, and she knew 
that as he spoke he looked at her m a manner that 
there could be no mistaking. Her heart q'tukened 
a little, and she felt the colour rise in her tau- 

“Do you know that I am engag'ed to Vivian 
Caryl?” she said. 

“Perfectly,” he answered. “I also ksunv that yoa 
have not the smallest intention of ni.irryttt’ Imn.” 

She frowned, but did not cmitradit t him 

He continued with considerable assurance ; 

“ He is not the man to make you happy, and I think 
you know it. My only wonder is that you didn't 
realize it earlier — before you liccame engaged to him," 

“My engagement was only an exjx*rimen{," she said 
quickly. 

“ And therefore easily broken," he rejoined " Why 
don’t you put a stop to it ?" 

She hesitated. 

He bent towards her. 
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« Do yon mean to say that he is cad enough to hold 

troll will ? 

^ Still' she liesiiaiecl half-afraid to speak openly. 

He leant nearer; lie took her hand. 

“My dear child,” he said, “don’t for Heaven’s sake 
civc in to such tyranny as that, and be made miser- 
able for the rest of your life ! Oh. I grant you he it 
the sort of fellow who would make what is called a 
jrood husband, but not the sort of husband you want. 

■ i-Ic would keep you in order, shackle you at every 
turn. Marry him, and it will be good-bye to liberty 
even such liberty as you have now— for ever.” 

Her face had changed. She was very pale. _ 

“I know all that,’' she said, sj^aking rapidly, with 
hcadlonff impul... “ B,.t don't yoa ,=. how d.fficolt 
it is for me? They arc all on Ins side, and he is so 
horribly strong. Oh, I was a fool I know to accept 
him But we were waltzing and it came so suddenly. 

I never stoppe.l to think. I wish I could get away 

now, but I can’t." . , r, 1 

“I can tell y<m of a way,” said Brandon. 

She glanced at him. 

“ Oh vcH 1 know. But I can’t be engaged to two 
peoplo«onoo, 1 couldn'llaoojt, I detest .cono. ' 

“There need be no scene," he said. You have 
only to come to me. and give roe the right to defend 
yon. I nothing better. Even C-aryl would 

scarcely have the imi»ertinence to dispute it. As my 
wife yon will absolutely secure from any inter- 

She was gazing at him wide-eyed. 
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“Do you mean a runaway uiau ?” s'.f: oqe,. 
tioned slowly. 

He drew nearer still, and posse ed rli of hq 
hands. 

“Yes, just that,” he .said. “ It ss uiri t.d.e a litth 
courage, but you have plenty of that, .'Xml the rest 
I would see to. It wouldn’t be sn very I'.nh. idt, you 
know. Mrs. Dockyard wntiltl hcli* u’., and v-i n wuuld 
be absolutely safe with use. 1 luuen't h fn ettVf 
you, I admit. I’m as piutr as a elnin-h in. n'le. Hut 
at least you would find me" hr Mui’nl intn hf| 
startled eyes — “a very easy-goin’ husli.uni, 1 assurt 
you.” 

••Oh, I don’t know!" Doris said. " I d. n'l hnnw!" 

Yet still she left her hands in Ins and NtiH ‘ hr lis, 
tened to him. That airy referrm-r uf h'.’, to his 
poverty affected her favourably lie vvi u!d arrely 
have made it, she told herself, with an nm < if i-iniii 
effort to silence unacknowledged nnsp.u-ini;-;, if her 
fortune had been the sole altr.ietion. 

“Look here," he said, breaking in np<.n ihe-.e liasty 
meditations, “I don’t vrant yon to do .uivdun’ in % 
hurry. Take a little while to think it tori ! I r( me 
know to-morrow! I am not leavin’ till the rvenin' 
You shall do nothin’, so far as I am conrernrd, against 
your will I want you, now and always, to do exactly 
as you like. You believe that f” 

“I quite believe you mean it at the present 
moment,” she said with a decidedly doubtful *aitt!e 

"It will be so always," said Bratulon, *' whether you 
believe it or not.” 



THE EXPERIMENT 


139 


And with considerable ceremony he raised her 
hands to his bps and deliberately kissed thern. 
..„med to Doris at that moment that even so head- 
land a scheme as this was not without its very material 
advanl ages. There were so many drawh acks to being 

betrothed 


CHAPTER IV 

AT CLOSE QU.ARTEKS 

When Doris (lcsc<-nded to breakfast on the following 
mornimr f'he found an animated party m the dming- 
room discussing the best means of spending le c a>^ 
Ahir;g.lon himself and most of h.s guests were m 
(avoir of aUendmtr an aviation meeting at Wynhamp- 

the hall a little later, he came m at the 

<■ 1 was inst coming to you, he remarked, pausmg 
to o* Iron, l,i» cii:»tolte 

door. " 1 have been making arrangements foi >ou to 

drive to Wynhauipton with me. 

nbk ...bo a sliir .novr„,™t .hat aaontod almoa. 
^rh-inifd Rut the next moment .she recovered her 
"of!; Why «as ahe ntrai.l of this man, sho 

r,t,i hrtbl <loa,.ora.oly ? No man had aver man- 

«aid ami smiled with quivering bps. Get Phil to 

r^i wUh youl He lie, the dog<art better than 

Ido.” 
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“I have talked it over with him.” Cnryl ir .imnded 
gravely. “He agrees with me that this is the best 
arrangement.” 

There was to be no escape then. Once ni. re the 
stronger will prevailed. Witlumt amsfhrr wnr.i she 
turned from him and went upstaiis. .She ni!;;ht have 
defied him, but *5116 knew in her licart t’iat hr rould 
compass his ends in spite of her. And rise w.i ; .ilruid. 

She had a moment of absolute paim; ns ••!:(■ m. tinted 
into the high cart. He handed her up, am! ins ppasp, 
close and firm, seemed to her elmiurut i>l th.i: de.idly 
resolution with which he mastered lier 

For the first half-mile he said nothing whatever, 
being fully occupied with the atiiin.il he w.c, driv. 
ing— a skittish young marc impatient of restr.unt, 

Doris on her side sat in unbroken sdrtK r, enduring 
the strain with a set face, dreading the imnnent when 
ho should have leisure to siicak. 

He was evidently in no hurry to do so. < )r was it 
possible that he found some ditlicuUy in choosing his 
words ? 

At length he turned his head and spoke. 

“I secured this interview," he suit!, "heiMii-'e there 
is an important point which I want to discnss with 
you.” 

“What is it?” 

She nerved herself to meet his look, but her eyri 
fell before its steady mastery almost inst.intlv, 

“About our wedding,” he said in his calm, deliberate 
voice. “I should like to have the day fixer!.” 

Her heart gave a great thump of dismay. 
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“ Do you really mean to hunt me down then and — 
and marry me against my will?” she said, almost 
panting out the words. 

Caryl turned his eyes back to the mare. 

“I mean t« marry you — yes,” he .said. “I think 
you forget that you accepted me of your own accord.” 

“ I was mad !” she broke in passionately. 

“ People in love arc never wholly sane,” he remarked 


cynically. 

« I was never in love with you 


I" she cried. 


" Never. 


i It 

never ! 

lie rai;;ed his eyebrows. 

"Nevertheless you will marry me,” he said. 

" Why ?" slie gasperl luick furiously. “ Why should 
I marry you ? You know I hate you, and you— you- 
surely you mu .t hate mr ! 

“No," hr saifl witli extreme deliberation, "strange 
as it may srtnn, 1 doii’t" 

Something in the words quelled her anger 
Abruptly she ahanduned the struggle and fell silent, 
her fare averted. 

“And M).” hr procreded, "we may as well decid** 
upon the wedding'tlay without further argument. 
"Atid if -if I refuse she murmured rather inco 

. . . . r v, 

“You will m.t refu'.r." he said with a finality »o 
absolute tliat her last hope went out like an extin- 
guishetl fiintllr. 

She seized her courage with both hands and turned 

to . ... - 

“You will give me a little while to think it over ? 
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“ Why ?” said Caryl. 

“Because I— I can’t possibly drci.k upon thr spw 
of the moment,” she said confusedly. 

Was he going to refuse her even tin-. nuKill .r-inest? 

It almost seemed that he was. 

“How long will it take you?’’ he a>;ked. Wilt 
you give me an answer to-night i 

Her heart leapt to a sudden ho|H- e.illed tn Ufc by 

his words. 

“To-morrow 1” she said quickly, 

“ I said to-night.” 

"Very well,” she rejoined, yielding. ” lo-ni;;lit, if 

you prefer it.” 

“ Thanks. I do.” 

They were his last words on thr snhieet. He 
seemed to think it ended there, and their was luilhitig 
more to be said. 

As for Doris, she sat by his side, outwardly calm 
but inwardly shaken to the depths. To hr tlius firinly 
caught in the meshes of her own net w.m an rxpfrirjKe 
JO new and so terrifying that .she was uttrily at .i loss 
as to how to cope with it. Yet there w.r. a rh.tnce, 
one ray of hope to help her. There w.in M.t jor Bran- 
don, the man who had offered her freeihim. I !e was 
to have his answer to-day. For the first time sh< 
began seriously to ponder what that answer should l»c 
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CHAPTER V 

THE WAY TO FREEDOM 

So far as Doris was concerned the aviation meeting 
was not a success. Tliere were some wonderful exhi- 
bitions of flying. '”1^ '''=^5 too preoccupied to pay 

more than a very superficial attention to what she 

They lundu'd at a 5 neat hotel overlooking the avia- 
tion ground. ’I'lic place was crowded, and ^they 
experienced some dilhculty in finding places. Even- 
tually Doris fotmd imrself seated at a square table 
with Caryl and two others in the middle of the great 

room. . 

She was studying a menu as a pretext for avoiding 

conversation with her futniK when a man's voice mur- 
mured hurriedly m her ear: 

"Will you allow me for a moment, please? The 
lady who has just left this table thinks she mu.st have 
dropped one of her gloves under it." 

Doris pushed hack her chair and would have risen, 
but the speaker was already on his knees and laid a 
rei, I raining hand upon her, It found hers and, 
under rover of the tablecloth, pressed a screw of 
paper into her fingers. 

The next instant he emerged, very red m the face, 
but triumphant, a lady's gauntlet glove in his hand. 

"Awfully obliged I" he declared. "Sorry to have 
disturbed you. Thought 1 should find it here." 

He smiled, bowed, and departed, leaving Doris 
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amazed at his audacity. Slic h:ul this young 
man often at Mrs. Lockyartl’s h-'U'-c, wucit uc^waj 
invariably referred to as the littie i .i. l.. i 

She threw a furtive glance at I liui iie had 
plainly noticed nothing. With an uur.tsy uruic oi 
shame she slipped the note ir.Su !ier glove. 

She perused it on the eariicut oppoittsn:*. v It con- 
tained but one sentence : 

“If you still wish for freedom, Vini c.in hui! it tIow« 
by the river at any hour to night.” 

There was no signature of anv s'ut ; muir wai 
needed. She hid the mrsuage away .ig.nu. and foi 
the rest of the afternoon she was ahuu- 1 lrv<'ii',hl] 
gay to hide the turmoil of intieei'don .it hri hr.ut. 

She saw little of Caryl after limthc ii, hut lie re 
appeared again in time to drive her h.uk in the dog 
cart as they had come. She found liint very ijuift am 
preoccupied on the return journey, hut hu pir.mic 
no longer dismayed her. It was the intr.iies 
that a way of escape was ofsen to her that einh. •Ulenci 

her. I 

They were nearing the end of ifie tlrivr, w hen he 5 
length laid aside his preoccupation 4J»d r.jc kc : 
“Have you made up your niimi yet f" 

That query of his was the turning point with he 
Had he shown the smallest sign of relenting from h 
grim purpose, had he so much as ctmeited hn qua 
tion in terms of kindness, he might have melted hi 
even then; for she was impulsive ever atnj quiik I 
respond to any warmth. But the coldness of Iv 
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question, the unyielding mastery of his manner, 
impelled her to linal rebellion. In the moment that 
intervcncti between bis question and her reply her 

decision was made. . 

“You shall have, my answer to-night, she said. 

He lunieil Irum her without a word, and a little 
wonder (juivered through her as to the meaning of 
his silcnc:e. She was glad when they reached River- 
rocad and she could take refuge in her own room. 

licrc once more read Brandon’s message, read 
it with a tliumping lie.irt, but no thought of diawing 
back. It was the only way out for her. 

She tlressed for dinner, and then made a few hasty 
preparations for her lli-dit. She made no elaborate 
plans for ellVctmg it, for she anticipated no difficulty. 
The night would b(* dark, and slie could rely upon 
her ingenuity for liie rest. Failure was unthinkable. 

When they rose from the table she waited for Vera 
and slipped a hand into her arm. 

"Pn make an rxcur,c for me!” she whispered. “I 
have had a drear Iful day, and I can’t stand any more 

I am going uiv.tairn." . . . 

“My ticar!" murmured back \era, by way 01 

protest. , . 

Meverthelens she made the excuse almost a.s soon 
*s they eutereil the drawing-room, and Doris ^fled 
upstairs on winged feet. At the head she met (.aryl 
about to de-K-eiid, almost collided with him. He had 
evidently been up to his room to fetch something. 

He stood aside for her at once. 

"You arc not retiring yet?" he asked. 
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She scarcely glanced at him. .She svuuhi not givt 
herself time to be disconcerted, 

“I am coming down again,” ;.he saiil, and r.us on, 

Barely a quarter of an hour after the riuuuuter with 
Caryl, dressed in a long d:uk mat and 

closely veiled, she slipped down the h.n !; stmr.s that 
led to the servants’ quarters, 5toc<d listfuiuj; against 
a baize door that led into the frunt h.dl. thru w tasked 
it open and fled across to open tlir mif.rrvati .i y duor, 
noiseless as a shadow. 

The conservatory was in semi daikin ss. She 
expected to sec no one, looked for no i me. A nioment 
she paused by the door that let! into tiir gardrst, and 
in that pause she heard a slight sonml. It might 
have been anything. It prob.ih!y wa-; .i i rrak from 
one of the wicker chairs that stood in .i i t a iirr What- 
ever its origin, it startled her to gi eater luiste. She 
fumbled at the door and pulled it open. 

A gust of wind and rain blew in upon her, but she 
was scarcely aware of it In another nionient nhe had 
softly closed the door again and wan scndfUug acrosi 
the terrace to the steps that led towards the rivet 
path. 

As she reached it a light shone out in front of her, 
wavered, and was gone. 

“ This way to fradom, lady mine !" saiti Brandon's 
voice dose to her, and she heard in it the kngh h« 
did not utter. “Mind you don't tumble in !" 

His hand touched her arm, dc^ed upon it. tlirw hff 
to his side. In another instant it encircled her, but 
she pushed him vdhaaently away. 
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“I ct US S'"* feverishly. “ Let us go ! 
“Conu: along llu-n !” he said gaily. ‘ The boat i.s 
Just hen;. Vou’ll have to hold the lantern. Mind 

how you get on hoard !” . , , , 

As" he puslu'd out, irom the bank, he told her some- 
thing of his urrangeiueuls. 

« ■]-}i(.rc’s a motor waitin’— not the one Polly usually 
hires, but it’s <!'d^e a decent little car. By the way, 
she has gone straigld up to town from Wynharnpton. 
said we sl.ould d<i our elopin’ best alone. We shant 
be quite alone, though, for Fricker is goin’ to dnve 
But a quantity, eh? only 

virtue i.s that he isn’t afrairl of drivin’ in the dark ” _ 
“You will take me to Mrs. Lockyard ? said Dons 

She is at her flat, she and Mrs. Fricker. 
We sliall be there soon after midnight, all bein’ well. 
Ciuifoiind this strr.im! It swirls like a mill-race. 

He fell silent, and ilevoted all his attention to reach- 

ins’’ the farther bank. . . 

Doris sat with the lantern in her hands, striving 

desperately to control her nervous excitement Her 
absence could not have been discovered yet, she was 
,ure but she was in a fever of anxiety notwithstand- 
ing.’ She vianild not feel safe until she was actually 

on the road. * » ^ 

The boat bumiie d at last against the bank and she 

drew a breath of relief. The Journey had seemed 

Suddenly through the windy darkness there came 
to them the hoot of a motor-horn. 
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“ That’s all right,” said Brand. .n . :a <Tilv. 
Frickcr, wantin’ to know jf all s w-h. ^ 

He hurried her over tlic wirt ■..n: n 

by a side-path that ran bclwc-n (.rip;.;;v: .. 
brought her out hnally into ihc hf.a- 

A glare of acetylene lamps met a. 

they emerged, dazzling them !• * '** 

buzz of a motor engine also greclrd a 


Tliat's 

' house 
1 b and 

‘Iv as 
The 

a ’UUfll 


of petrol hung in the wet air. , i , 

As her eyes accustomed thenmrAos tn i.m onght. 
ness, Doris made out a small chsed im t.a ...i, with 

a masked chauffeur seated at the uhrm, 

“Good little Fricker !*’ said hraiul^’n, ‘ le 

chauffeur’s shoulder as he passnl *' f'" y.m've g„t 
your steam up! Straight ahead larit.juul a. ta-.t ai 

you like! Don’t gel run in. that's ad _ 

Hr handed Doris into the car. inlhaved oc!. and 


ilammed the door. . , 

The next moment they passed swift Iv «“>* tm t< 
the road, and Doris knew that the .lie v.a-. r.i t Shi 
stood finally committed to this, the wdde- i, moy 
desperate venture of her life. 


CHAPTER VI 

A MASTER STRtlKE 

"Here beginnetb," laughed Rramlon, •.lidiiig lus ar 
around her as she sat tense in every tin ve spi.'ing i 
the rain-blurred window. 

She did not heed him; it was aliiwst as «f '.lie ha 
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Ke'Trl. I i‘‘:' ’iiin'E were tightly clasped upon one 
"noiluT ;ni<l hr. fare was lurried from him. There 
' 'h"! rr hie iht* car, the onlv illumination pro- 
rmlin''- fo'm tim e v.nhout. showing them the driver 
huddled own die wheel, Inif shedding little light into 

the inti*!‘u»r. 

lie nnn oJtouI her, hiynig lus other 

hand upon her rl.r i.e.i uucs. 

Bv |nvr, ycMn*fM;:olu ! he saia, 

V' .'d . 1 '- 1' She iiarU-d her lingers stiffly 

to free thfiii lunn In. .P'lsp. 

“I- I'm qiidr lomf.-rt.ihle," she assured him, with- 
out tuniiie; he: iwad. *' Please don’t trouble about 


Put he w.w, ti‘ -t to l.e thus discouraged, 

•'You can’t lie (•Miuhat.il.le," he argued. "Why. 
you're siiivruui' ! I el me sec what I can do to make 

thm"s 1 ’et t el ! _ 

He tiird to <haw her to him, but she rc.sisted 

almost uni.nlv. r * n 

“Oh, do Ir.ivr me al nr! Im not uncomfortable. 

I’m only thii'I.ni ;. 

“Well, don’t he silly !" he urged, “ It .s no use 
Ihinklu' at the- sta :e 'I lie tiling is done now, and 
well dmir, W- - ha’! lie man and wife by this time 
tominix'W We’U i;o l" P.n> ;. eh, and have no cud 


of a spree, g 

" i’erh.ip ,’’ she s.nd, net kjoking at him or yielding 

an inch to he; i-f-Masmti . . . , u 

It was phim that h-r -'.me reason she dr-aretl to he 
left in lacace, umi after a brief slnigglc with himself. 
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Brandon decided that he would he wu r tn let 

higher way. He leaned haek a.ui eo la . ... 

“?hrSrspccUlons.l»i-':'''-U-('-;'e^ 
satisfactory He l.atl absolve J„.. 

ing and knowledge of l .c ro.a^ 

They had been travdhn;^ ttu n i 

hoi, Ihon Doris at Icsfo ■■Dvd “ 

aStidcand lay back in her - ......to,,,; ...la. 

with along shiver. ^ 

Brandon was instantly on the . t 

hln sore yon are cold. 1 le„-' . a ru 1 hete ! b 

“Ulo please leave n.e alone !" she ■ .od. w.tk 

sob “ I’m so horribly ’ 

Beseechingly almost she hud he, h.uul n|. a, h,s a, 

The touch fired him. He cmiMafurd t.ui. he h 
been patient long enough. Ain-rptlv he , .oig.h 1 

“Come, I say," he Rai<l. half l.t't , '‘n;;. h.iU 

savage earnest, " I can’t Rut vot. r.wn on wh 
almost our weddin’ trip!" i „ i, f„„ 

He certainly did not expect the .d. -rlutH , fun 
resistance with which she met his .n tn.n S.ir t.ii 

him from her with the strength of frenn' 

" How dare you ?" she cn«i pasM.m.itelv 1 
dare you touch me, yoti 'you hateful t ■<>. 

For the moment, such was Ins .»- 4 ,.nis.itnent 
suffered her to escape from lua hold 1 bm a 

mto activity by her TOreasonifig fury* tnr tirvil in 
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leant siuUU-nlv up nnd tnok possession. With a 
snarling langk i'** Kfipped her by the arms, holding 

her by brutal 

** Ynu littlr* Wild uat ! be kvaid ui a v«)icc tluit shook 

betw.-en ;ui-;er ;uiti amu “.So this is your 

rratiUicle, is it ? I ■”« h'ive all ami receive nothing 
^ ,nr inur; 1 h-'u let iiw make it quite clear to you 
here and leov ih.it that is not my inleulion. I will 
be kind to yo'i, hilt yon must be kind to me, too 

The heiK'tit i:; tn he luutn.il. 

U was prem.iture in Imi heart lie knew it, but she 
had poiv.'ked him to il and there was no turning 
back now, Ih- le- .mted tie- provocation, that was all. 
and it tuadr him tii<- uiuie brutally inclined towards 

for Hoii'., site fmi*»ht .ind tore at his grasp like 
nunl creature; and when he nuistered her. when 
,t,ll lau.ehiuq beuve,-,, ills teeth, lie foreed her f..rr 
upwards ami km cl U hen-rly and Violently, she 
shrieked l.eiwcm lit-. l;i . .es, sl.neked and shneket* 

''’The sudden grindm-. nf the brake recalled Brandor. 
to his srimes 1 he f.u.l was aituallv stopping the 
car lie relmqtushed hts !m!d upon the girl to dash 
Ms hand against the wimb-w in fomt- 

■' Drive on, emse vtm. I’.rtve on ! he shouted through 
jdass " I'll Ic! vnu know ,f we want to stopT 
Rilt the ear .topped in ' pile of him I he dianffenr. 
.hining from head to h.o! m his mlskim. sprang to 
the ground A nmnient .,nd he was at die dnoi . had 
wrenrfieti it open, ami w,i> prriing within. 
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"What are you gaping thrrr frr V'Mi 
B randon, his hand upon Dons, vva.. v 

straining forward. “It’s all ir.. 

"I am going on,” the chaultriir if 
through. his mask. “But 1 ani n.'f 
further. Major Brandon. So tuml'.f on 

dirty, thieving hound!” 

The words, the tone, the attitmlr, ii 
revelation upon Doris that -.he ua-d ■ 
ment, and then with a revulsum ot !-■ 
that it deprived her of all spcfDi '.Ik- 
forward and clung to the maskrd Di 


mil. \ 


afony of tears. 

Brandon was staring at lum jaw. 

"Who the blazes are you f" he f.ud, 

"You know me, I think," the diantieu. .e.puntlei 
quietly. He was pressing Doris h.uk into her sea 
with absolute steadiness. "We have niH Eflure, 
was present at your firiit wrddiuj; ten year. ag( 
and — as a junior counscl—I hflpod ti' rUvr!. e vuu 
few months after. My natne is Vuin. ' 'ai v! " 

He freed a hand to push up his ui.o k, !!:•. pn 
face with its heavy-lidded ryes stared, Mipreii:- 'v co' 
temptuous, into Brandon's suffu-'rd iounieii.ir.i •• 1! 
composure was somehow diseonrrrtiiig, 

"§uppose you get out," he suggested. " I i-an la 
to you then in a language yuu will nmlr! 'and " 

“ Curse you !” bawled Brandon, " Where’-. 1 i it krt 
Caryl shrugged his shoulflrrs, 

" You have seen him since 1 have A -e you g.-i 


to get out ? Ah, I thought you wooh! " 



TI!!<: experiment 


H 3 


ti. stood u.ud(? to allow him to do so, and then 
Ctcnncd hack to shut tlu‘ door. lie did not utter > 
to thr tnrl Ciovfrino within, but that action of 

”:t!i . ,...k SI,c crauchcd in the dark 

Ld lii.ten.-d. but slu- d,.l uul dare to follow or to flee 


(iiAPTER vn 

THE M.\N Af Ttll': WHEEL 

When Carvl r.iu..‘ !m. k t.> the motor his handkcrchiet 
was hound ahtiisl the kum klr., of his n<jht hand, and 
his face wore a f.unt smile that had in it more ol 

griumess than hninoui. i i i a in nn 

Hr 1>UU etl at the ojteii wtmlow and looked tn on 
Doris witliout upemn ; the .lour. The sound of the 
rain iwtiernii: lu-avilv ni.i.n his shouhlers tilled m a 
dlriuT that slie toun.l trrnhle. He spoke at leriKlh ; 
“Yon lull! hotter shut the window, the rain is com- 

wi- all ••.Miilifu in liis rustomary drawl with- 

„j“ir:.lab;tt,r,e,.r.,.a.. The;' =« her hard 

°h«r Irte n-,d . ..i hi,, ll was »» '•< O 

unworthy even of Ins euntnnpt 
She raisetl her wlitle face. 
nVlut .ue you 
a*ik tliroiiuh her quivniiiy hps. 

M am ^nni: to take you to the nearent town^t. 

Rramliehl t*i spmd the ^ 

late, you know- past midinght already. 



144 


THE EXPERIMENT 

“Brainfield!” she echoed with a start 
then we have been going nortti^ all this tunc ?” 

“We have been going north.’’ hi- said. 

She glanced around. Her eyes were hunted 
“No." said Caryl. “I haven’t killed him. He ij 
sitting under the hedge about fifty yards up the road, 
thinking things over.” 

He opened the door then abru!>llv, and slu held 
her breath and became still and tense with apjin-hen. 
sion. But he only pulled up the window, el.sed the 
door again with a sharp click, and left hei Wlui, 
she dared to breathe again the eat w.i ; in motion 
She took no interest in her siiiroiindings. Her 
destination had become a matter of ''ui h •eiontkiry 
importance that she gave it no consideration what- 
ever. What mattered, all that maiirred, w.is tu.it she 
was now in the hands and absolutely at the mercy of 
the man whom she feared as she fe.ned nu one else on 
earth, the man with whom m her iu.nl cucjuetrv she 
had dared to trifle. 

The car was stopping. It tame to a standstill 
almost imperceptibly, and (.'aryl slejiped into the 
road. Temsely she watched him; but he <iid not sc 
much as glance her way. He turned aside to a liltk 
gate in a high hedge of laurel, and passetl within 
leaving her alone in the night. 

Soon she heard hb deliberate footfalls returning 
In a moment he had reached the dtjor, his hand wai 
upon ft. She turned stiffly towards him as it opened 
He spoke at once in his calm, unmoved voire ; 

" A very old friend of mine lives here She wi! 
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,in fnr th(' and b<« to yonr comfort, 

put you "1 

mill you !;'■! out .■ , j 

Mutely ‘'i"' 'oflm;; cnnousiy weak and 

* „."r Hr out !n'. .inn anuind licr, and led her 

unstrung. ^ 

into the dun -n,, y.n den. 

They '''•lit .ii> a ’:ied natlr tn an open door from 
which the li-l't 'uu;,dr raudle R'lennu-d fitfully in 
the draii'dit ' Sir- stnuihled at tlie dnorstep, Vmt hr 
leldher'np , idin.-'t erttrying her. 

’ Asth'ev rnf-urd, an oiii '.vnrn.in. hent and indescrib- 
ably "■nnlda. 1, tnM' til in he, knee-. lH-SV.re a de.-p old 
fashir.iUMi hiepl.u- -.n th- -direr suie of the httk 
kitchen, an.! - "> ovrdently 

;„atcnaxeda.ivi!n;hie1.ad: tolrfe 

■ .-Ah, i-""' -leal '..od .it ia.-.ht of the o„l« 

exhauslet! hue -She look-, rnnre dead than ahve. 
Bring her In thr Ine. ‘.'.i 'e, V,vr..n ' PH ,suon have 
sc, ..K hot n.t'h ■ t 1 , 

(‘arvi .4!- -rlK.'nr ‘.hn! stnw! one 

sick <if thr^ Mu.-'-, uud iu 'de 

surniiiug. he one of li-i uenrie-,,. hanris ami held 

it dowdy t» his -’"'It 

Hr dhi not I'e.tk he:, f’d -lie "as relieved by 
his forhea.a.u e As the .va.n:th of his irrasp gradu. 
ally cnmuiuim-iS-'! tf-adl to her numbed hnpers. she 
felt her la. mi; pu’'>'*’’ tP'-'- ‘■'"•'dier ; hut she was glad 
when he laid hn hand d. wn nuirtlv in her lap and 

turned a wav . 

Iletrni 'ivet h-t u! >>'i 'ii a few mmutes with a rttp 

of steatintn: tmlk She took tt from him. tasted it, 

and shtuideied 
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“ There 's brandy in it " 

" Yes,” said Caryl. 

She turned her head away. 

“I don’t want it. I halt- bramiv. 

He put his hand on her sh.n,bl.-r. 

- You had better drink h all .be saaK-. ^ hr saul 
She glanced at him, cauglU her Inr.i.n ..i,,! pl> , 
dumbly gave way. He kept Ins h.tml up,, .n her w!„k 

she drlnl and ordy r«nov<M .t ,M.,kr the nuptv 

After that, standing gravely l-r.. le he». Npe.vr 

‘Tam some «" "PP 

and I shall pul up then!. My old "ui .r » il.^ i.iii 
of you. I shall come back m the ntei nsug. 


CHAPTER VHl 
the surrender ok the EtlA.'E-t 

OLD Mrs. Maynarrl, sweeping her hiu k lb«'r wit 
wide open door through which the Apu! ‘.uuhgi 
streamed gloriously, nodded to her.eh .i gond nur 
times over the doings of the tngjit. A veiv di-.nr 
creature was Mrs. Maynard, faithful to tlie 'civ Im 
of her, but she would not have l>frn nioit.d had s 
not been intensely curious to kiw*w what were t 
circumstances that had led Vivian Car>d to Inuii: 
her door that shrinking, exhausted gu! who still ! 

sleeping in the room above. 

When Doris awoke in response to her ileferent 
knock, only the reticence of the trainwl servant greet 
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her The mot hnli ness of Ihc night before had com- 

‘"'n'uE' was't'lii "f >1. Siie Imd to steel herself for 
, iiiO-ivievv with (iaryl; she had to face the 

It of h's- headlomt actions with as hnn a front xr. 
"1 ' ,.u-e She needed all her strength, and 

,he could nut have borne sympathy jnst then. 

Slic Mrs Maynard for her attentions and 


PC li,. t! tcd!\' at the lu'eakiast provided, she 

;2e witl. a 'SlE 

j^-hatever mi;:ht he beteie her 

On" see! at lei.;’,'.h, s'ne rvat down by the upt.n win- 

dtiw to wait anil w-i udei. 

The click «t the paiden gate fell suddenly across 
her meditatiuns. and she drew back sharply out of 

She heard Ins In mely footfall on the tiles and then 
his quiet voice below Her l.eart ben.an to thump 
aih thuk. uncertain l.ea'.s. Sue was lionibly afraid 
Yet whrn hrAtd fhr nhi Wintian 
itairs. s!ie bail the comape to g<. to the door and 

'’Yir Carvl was in the pnlour, --he was told. He 

'^ire'tu»V!‘\!rtl,e'wma!.-w whrn she entered but 

wheeleil round at on, e with hiS ' enrV' She 

She felt that this did not make much dinr.rnce She 
knew exactly how he was h.nkme -cold, eelhcon- 


aw 


ill relief. I'hen, liaving nibbled 
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u..=<i, impUcabU as gtapita. Sh. I.a<l 
ki„ look od.orwi.0. Hia fa* v.as a «« 

to bet It was this very iiiscrulalalily ul a, , l.ial hail 
Srst 'waked m he. the desire io see h„e eg he 


retinue of slaves. , 

She went forward slowly, sir.r.ir,' tn e i.iin ,i leaal 

a seo.bl...ce of <;om,>osure At lirM d seemed ihai 
he would wart for her whore he w,ri| o™ 
pactedly he aroved to meet her le h. r ha„,l 

Lo his own, and she ahriu.k .. hole lotnlmeauh 

His tokich unnerved her. 

■‘You have slept?” he asked. \ -m .ur i„-,trr i 

Something in his tone mudr her tp.in' '• 
catching her breath. But she d.n.ded nv,...ut > la. 
.U. Karl been mistaken. He would imt, h. t unit! not, 


mean to be kind at such a moment. 

She made answer with an assumpt.-.n oi pndt 
She dared not let herself be natural }ust then, 

“1 am quite well, 'rhere. was not nuqi wror..; wuh 
me last night. I was only tire.l" 

He suffered her hand to slqi imm his, 

“I wonder what you think of ‘I'lunr.” he said 
quietly. “ tlavc you made any plans .■” 

The hot blood rushed to her fare before ;,h.- was 
»ware of it. She turned it sharply aM.le. 

■' Am 1 to have a voice in the tualtet c" •.he said, iin 
voice very low. "You did not think it worth i^hile 


to consult me last night.” 

“ You were scarcely in a fit state tn lie i unMilt'-d, 
he answered gravely. “That is why I iim-tpuned the 
discussioa But I was then as I am now rntudy 
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I4Q 


I . , -i! ' v'!! V'-'H back t.o yotir people 

jt yotir ^ 

p. '.c.H.cr :,rs,ur.- of protest, 
n. your mind?” be 

. t t 4 ? ■ 

She rcca-.n.-a vv'.!. to n.nn ^ 

n| .,v^,:i . 1 i v. .i .!'^ aal, a sna.'lrn note oi reek- 

, .,, N-M'i-r " 1 shali travel" 

Icssnc - in ■ 

“Ah.nr lie que .tsunr,!. 

„ y... i iin- time tier voice rang dchanre 

Sk yv.vA q.iv.i «-«• I--'"' ", (.-.j " Bk 

fa, I Kl,.„u,i 1'^''" "' "" 

1 

"liw,,,,,!:'... I . ,.1,- I'. l.»vr B.™ ...)■ w„l. 

‘‘''Iti'''''.,". ' in™ l‘"vl 

Ihe 1 • , 

, , ,,,, ,,,.. iqo ilir iir?,t nioiiient tie was 

was take.) a.. , ■ = " 

“‘t/"' !' ' yr '■ t ' 

in l,iC i.' h. nl.lk'.s a.i«-.ri.n, 

Qtie .! IM' r.i hl.e a Islt'e tuiV. 

:: H,V.a'.‘ilnnk i w..n-.itn..rrvhim f''' ? ' ^ 

.ft I .. i ■ 1 r I'-f a- air aStn alter what hap 

‘ , „ I hak v.nr,n- 

S',y Oiveirri hr! taf' with tenc 

iiesti)' T' ‘ ''i -i ", mi* o-i* ni'O a s .i-*, ^ 

Patvl ‘ .d •..■-Rbi' ,,^ir.iq-a..tinn!e.fntu:ie 

He .iuJ n. I tiv )' 


jjeneti ! r t ir 

Her v.a - i 
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After a while, her weeping still cciriljiuiirig, he leant 
across the table. 

Doris,” he said, “ leave off crying and listen to 
me ! I know it is out of the question for >•( si to marry 
that scoundrel whom I had the pleasure of thrasliing 
last night. It always has hetm nut thr ojir-.iiun, 
That is one reason why I have !>een kerping such a 
hold upon you. Now that you arlmit the iuq 
of it, I set you free. But yoti will bu wi;e ti» tliink 
well before you accept your frecuiiun from me. You 
are in an intolerable position, ami I am tpntr powrt- 
less to help you unless you place yourself umr'.^u vedly 
in my hands and give me the riglit to pr«Ueti y<m. It 
means a good deal, I know. It means, Dnris, the 
sacrifice of your independence. But it ah;n means a 
safe haven, peace, comfort, if not h;:i|i|n.ne!.!». Yon 
may not love me. I never seriously thought that yon 
did. But if you will give me your trust I shall try 
to be satisfied with that.” 

Love! She had never heard the word cm his lips 
before. It sent a curious thrill ihrougii lier to hrar it 
then. She had listened to him with her fare hidden, 
though her tears had ceased. But as he ended, she 
ilowly raised her head and lookcul at him. 

” Are you asking me to marry yem ?’* she said. 

” I am,” said Caryl. 

She lowered her eyes from hi.s, and began tc» trace 
4 design on the tablecloth with one fmgrr. 

*'T don^t want . to marry you” she said it 

length. 

” I know ” said Caryl 



111K l‘:XinUO,MENT 


151 


She (lid tint lonk tip. 

“No, ynti fh^n’t kntav. I'hat's just it Yoti think 
DU know ovri ’.‘thintp Ihit ynti (iDii't. For instance, 
DU think ynu kiuiw why i ran away with Major 
ranclon. hint ymi (hni't Yon never will know—, 
niess 1 tell ynii, poih.ihly not ttven ihen/^ 

She broke off witli an ahnipt sigh, and leant bacli 
1 her rliair. 

“One thing 1 dn thank you for,** she said trrele* 
antly. **And tliaf is that ‘•u.n fhdnh take me back 
) Riverineatl last nigjtf Have they, I wonder, any 
Jca where I *on d* 

“I left a message foi ynnr consin l»efore I left/* 
;aryl said. 

“Oh, then lie knew f* 

“He knew that ! liad von under my protection,*^ 
iaryl tnld her ipnnlv ** 1 dis! not go into details., 
t was linnet e^uiiv t ndy l''rn'.ker knew* the tlrfasls.. 
marked him down in die 4f!e.rnoon. .a.ft:er tire incident 
.1 luncheon.*' 

She opffied her ev»^s 
“Then yon gnessril ■}** 

“I knew he did not find the missing glove under 
he hiWe/* "aiid Choy! ipiirfly did not need any 
urther cvtdrnre than ihiif. I knew, mareover, that 
mu had not devote* ! ihe whole of the previous affer* 
ioon to ymir rnrir^pMiidefice. I was wailing for 
mur cotiiin in the when ymt joined 

Srandon in ihr par den** 

She colonreil again vividly.. 

And fm --yon were ni the Gonitrv.iloi^jfs.l. nig.hl 
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when I went through. I~I h'H war. s(. incone 

there.” 

“Ye.s,” he answered. “I waited In sn- yun go." 

“ Why didn’t you slop me ?" 

For an instant her eyes clialleugrti his. 

He stood up, straightening hmiseis si. iwly. 

"It would not have answered my iHir|Hisc,'' he 
told her steadily. 

She stood up also, her face gonr smldeMy wliitc. 

“ You chose this means of ut toa m;; me )i> iii.iir} 
you ?” 

“ I chose this meuns-‘lhe only lue.tns to my hand 
of opening your eyes,” he said, “ It Iiu'i n.it iK-rlnipj 
been over successful. You art; still blind in uuu'h ihut 
you ought to sec. But you will iimitr land ihcit 
things better presently.” 

" Presently ?” sht' faltered. 

“When you are iny wife," he saul 

She hashed him a swift glance 

“ I am to marry you tlien 

He held out his hand to her across the table 

"Will you marry me, Doris?" 

She hesitated for a single instant, her eve-, down 
cast Then suddenly, without siieakmg, she put hei 
hand into his, glad that, notwilh .tarniing the over 
whelming strength of his positiiia, hr had allnwed bo 
the honours of war. 
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since it was of your own clioo-unj, 

instead every happiness!” , _ 

■‘He was not nnpassnc hat ., ^ 

quickly, with a sharp mwiml sma n 
“No?” questioned Mrs. I.ocky.uii 
-No Atka,t-M.iorlto..lun.!a,..llm.ll,„. 
SO.” Doris- blue eyes took lire at 
“He gave him his deserts,” shi'^ sau , \'i ■> •> am 

^-fiilt-ition “ He thrashed him.’ 

To,,, ..y dear, he w.n.l.l have ,h.„e any 

ease That waa an old, eld »„,e ,.a,d . h a 
Forgive me for depriving yoa '•< d'; ■ d'-' ' “»■ 

don! But that debt war eontr.,. t.-.l y ar. age: 

„hen yon were acareely «t ol year , r.td e 
pre'enoe was a mere inchlent. Y..n wre 

tunitv, not the cause." . . 

“/don’t know what you mc.an,” said I Ions, look- 

intr her straight in the face. 

“No? Well, my dear, it isn t my Im.um.s to 

enlighten you. If you really want t.i knnw, 1 must 

refer you to your husband. Snrelv that is Mrs, I'neker 

over there ! You will not mind if hr p mm n ■ ^ 

“I am going!" Doris am.o.imr.l ..hnq.t.v 1 
really only looked in to see if tlu-ir wmr a.u' iHlns 
CK. dimnned her cigarette with .letermiimtinn ami 


turned to the nearest door. , , , r t 

It was true that she had run mto the rbtb foi hci 
correspondence, but having met Mrs I .skh.ird dii 
had been almost compellei! to linger, alont im 
willingly. Now from the depths uf hri ■•oul di 
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T.grctt(xl iniptil ihui had borne her thither. 
5he vowrd to iuo*i.r!f tltat: she would not enter the dub 
icrain as as M os I .nek yard remained in town. 

^Threc wrrks had rlapsed since tier marriag'e, thref, 
vveek.s of in Pans, with ('aryl somewhere m 

the backyoaind, hn.kmo ori but never advising. 

lie hafl laam very kind on the whole, she was fain 
to admit, hut shr was fnrtlu^r from understanding 
him now than ?ihr had been. I'le had retired 

into his shell s<i tsauplf'ielv tliat it seemed unlikely 
that he wnuld evfu' a;snn emerge, and ?dic did not dare 
to make the hr a ;niv.i!u'e. 

Her return to 1 ond'Ui had iHa‘n one of thr greatest 
ordeals she had evrr iaoril, Init siie had enduretl it 
tmflinchinglv, and h.ul fiumd tlnii I .ondon had 
already almost i^ayyatm the eta-'rntricity of her mar- 
riage. In die iusyjit of tiie season nunuones are 
short. 

Carvl had taken a flat overh:»oking tlie river, and 
here Utey had seftlfsi d.MwiL I!e spent the greater 
part of his day at t!»e 1 aw Ckairis, and I'lorb found 
herself thrown a ge»od dtsal upem her own resrnirces, 
In happier davs thi'‘ had Iwen Iht uieal, hut, {c>r stune 
reason it did not iiuw I'ontenI her. 

Refurniint her eiNsemirr with- Mrs, Lorkyard 
at the ituls she Icdfl heorlf with *aidi,irn fiettilanfe 
that life m towm liad all rharm foi lier,. 

Enterinj,; the damfv fitting lomn that lot^ked tm to 
the river, she disgg^et! info a ehair by the window tnci 
stared fnit with her rhni in her hands Thr river wa« 
a hhtt. of gnld h line of long black barges was 
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dnftinE down-stream in Iho » ,ke .. a mo-y «»„ 
toe. Sl.ewatchedtt,.'mal.wo.l'. al-" "...1 
Gradnally the shining want .new l.ln. e 

dim. Its beauty wholly inis-edlw; In ... .. -.oe s>. 

it itwasonly in viv.d coolr.i n. .ho . a; m e. 

„„l Fotalittle.«i.loey.-d, '.h. .. '. ha .ho....l.«ls. 
that tugged at her heart -stringh hnt .! m sam 

weariness she gave m What dal n - ^ 

more or less? There was nn i.ue t,-. In.a. m are 
were soinetune., a ,ehel S'.r iHiurd he 


head upon the sill and wept. • ■ • 

“Why, Doris !” a quiet vow suul 

She started, started violent !v, ami •'.prang up 


Caryl was standing slightly lirhind her, h.r hiini 
on the back of her chair, hut as she ro he r .m.r foi 

ward and stood beside her. 

“What is it?’’ he said, “ Why air viti • ryna; 
“I’m not!” she declared vcheniei.'lv " 1 wasn't 
You — you startled me that’s all" 

She turned her back cm him and ha tilv d.i!sS« 
her eyes. She was furknis with him fm i.m'iu-i' ii}M 
her thus. 

He stood at the window, Innkuig on! up. .n the Uic 
black barges in silence, 

After a few seconds of de.sperate eflnrt '.he a; 
trolled herself and turned round 

“I never heard you cume in I must have U 

asleep.” 

He did not look at her. or attempt to refute 
•tatement 
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“I thottfjht yiju were going to be out this after- 
noon/* he sdirl. 

“So I was. .Sn I have been. I went to the club to 
get my letlers." 

"Didn’t y-'U find anyone there to talk to? he 

“No one," she answered somewhat hastily: then, 
moved by ‘anne impulse she could not have explained, 
“That is. nn one that oumts. I saw Mrs. Lockyard.” 
"Doesn’t she count s’" a,>kftl (aryl, still with his 

eyes on the Mvrr 

"I hate the woman !’’ Doris declared passionately. 
He turned slowK' round. 

“What has she hern saving to you?” 

"Nothing." 

Again he made no ounuient on the obvious lie. 
"Look here!" Ite said. '‘Can't we go out some- 
where to-night ? There is a new play at the Regency. 
They say ttT good .Shalt we go?" 

The suggestion waii t|mte unexpected: she looked 

It him 111 surprise. _ 

“I have pioiuised V’era to dine there, she said, 

“ Ring her up and say you can't 1 " said Caryl. 

She liesitaled 

"i must make \oine excuse if I do> W*hat shall 1 
say ?" 

"Sac I want you," he said, and sudtleuly that rare 
smile of his fi>t wiiuh she had wholly ceatied to look 
lashed atro*** his face, "and tell the truth for 

OHOfi I ' t 

She tlid not nee him *g*'« entered the din- 
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ing-room an hour later. He was '^-ailing for her 
there, and a,s she came in he prr.srntrtl her with i 

Spray of lilies. a u ’ 

Again in astonishment s!ie lc><'kr«l up at him. 

“ Don’t you like them ?" la- 

“Of course I do. But but- 

Her answer tailed off in cunlusum. Her lip 
quivered uncontrollably, and she turned <iuu:kly 

Caryl vvas plainly unaware of anvthuig untr nal m 
her demeanour. He talked tiuouglmut dinner m liis 
calm, effortless drawl, and grailually under its sooth- 
ing influence she recovered hersell. 

She enjoyed the play that followed. It was a 
simple romance, well staged, and supeildy m ted She 
breathed a sigh of regret when it wan over. 

Driving home again with Carid, she thauked him 
impulsively for taking her. 

“ You weren’t bored ?" he asked. 

“ Of course not," she said. 

She would have said mure, hut something restrauieti 
her. A sudden shyness descended upon lirr that 
lasted till they reached tiie flat. 

She left Caryl at the outer <iuor and turned into 
the room overlooking the river. '1 he window was 
open as she had left it, and the air blew in sweetly 
upon her over the water. She had droppe.l i.et wrap 
from her shoulders, and she shivered a little as she 
stood, but a feeling of suspense kept her motionless 
, Caryl had entered the room behind her She won- 
dered if he would pause at the table where a tray of 
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frcshmcnts was standni" He did not, and her 
-rves aiu! qiuvrrfM,! a$ he passed it by. 

He joiiif'd her at tint wnitlow, and they stood 
jgelher iPr r.rvta'al r^ecunds looking out upon the 
^eat river vv'ith its inyuad liglits. 

She had not the lainte*;! idtsa as to what was pass- 
ig in his mind, Init hf'r htM,rt "iicsats quickeneci in his 
leiice to sueh a tninnlt thst at hist ;;he could bear it 
0 luneer. ^'*hr turnrd bar!-; into the room. 

He h^llowcfi tea- nr.tsutlv. and sin* fancied that he 

ighed. 

‘^Won*t von have anvllnit;; befurc you go?’- he said, 
She sljook her liead 

‘*Good ni;:ht P' die said almost inaudilily, 

For a moment Inugri- -her liand lay in his 
;hc did not ImhIc at Inin, dlmre was f-vomething in 
lis tniich that thuHeii tl'm'o.iqh Iier like an rleitric 
:urrfnt. 

Blit Ins grave *' ih*^’d mqht !** had in it notliing 
itarthnfb and l*y the tune *.!ir nsiiheii lier own mom 
jhe hail begun fo a k her-adf wltal cause tlmre had 
}een for her a!tibibaai, S!ie was sure he muHl have 
thought her vny sfiamyq very ahnipt, even mi 
jracious. 

Ami at that her lasii! sinote her, ft/ir he had been 
kimkr thal fvening^ than ever before, llje fragrance 
of the lilies at tmr birasf tmiinded her how kind. 

She her head In them, and smldenly, as 

though the flowers cKhaleil some potent charm, 
impulse' blind, doiiniirriiiig impulse' look posses^ 
sioa of her, 



THE EXPERIMKX;! 


160 

She turned swiftly to the and m a nuntu*nt 

her feet were bearing her, uhun!4 uithnut hrr volim^ 
tary effort, back to the room s!ir had !rd 
The door was unlatched. She pu -lird, st open 
entering impetuously. And slic* came U|Hii (dry! 
suddenly—as he had come upon !ier fha.t .Aicnunm'-^ 
sunk in a chair by the windtiw, uidi Iun Lr,.d in hij 
hands. 

He rose instantly at her entiance, rn‘e and chisd 
the window; then lowered the hiind vcj c *|eo*dy^ very 
slowly, and finally turned numd hn. 

“What is it? You have forg<4ieii aianrtlimg 
Except that he was paler thart r* and, ht , farr Ihuj 
no trace of emotion, iicloidced at he? wnfj Iti*. 
eyes gravely, with unfailing paUnur 
For an instant she stood irre;a >!nir, afr;iid; Iheii 
again that urging impulse drove hrt t».rwafd. Sk 
moved close to him. 

“I only came back to say--.! only wunfrd Oj trf 
you— Vivian, I~I was horrid lo you tiir’* uftruionn 

Forgive me !” 

She stretched out her trembling hamis to him, and 
he took them, held them fast, ihvn dmi ply Irf ibmn go 
“My dear,” he said, “you were in Uimbb% aiui I 
intruded upon you. It was no fi.r I't.rgivrnfsV 
But she would not accept bis indnlgemr 
“ I was. horrid “/she prolcHleii, with 4 cati'h in liei 
voice. '"' Why are you so patient wuh mr? \m 
never used lo be.'* 

He did not answer her fie sreiurd 'tv repaifl ilw 

question as superfluous 
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She drew a little nearer. Her fingers fastened 
quivering upon his coat. 

“Don’t be too kind to me, Vivian!” she said, her 
voice trembling. “ It— it isn’t good for me” 

He took her by the wrists and drew her hands 
away. 

“ You want to tell me something,” he said. “What 
is it ?” 

She glanced upwards, meeting his look with sudden 

resolution. 

“ You asked me this afternoon why I was crying,” 
she said. “And I— I lied to you. You asked me, 
too, what Mrs. Dockyard said to me. And I lied 
again. I will tell you now, if— if you wiU listen 
to me.” 

Caryl was still holding her wrists. There was a 
hint of sternness in his Attitude. 

“Well?” he said quietly. “What did she say?”- 

“ She said ’’—Doris spoke with an effort— “ she said, 
or rather she hinted, that there was an old grudge 
between you and Major Brandon, a matter with which . 
I was in no way concerned, an affair of many years’ 
standing. She said that was why you followed him 
up and — thrashed him that night. She implied that 

I didn’t count at all. She made me wonder if— if " 

she was speaking almost inarticulately, with bent 
head — “ if perhaps it was only to satisfy this ancient 
grudge that you married me.” 

Her words went into silence. She could not look 
him in the face. If he had not held her wrists so 
firmly she would have been tempted to turn and flee. 
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As it v^as, she could only staiui hin. in quiver. 

T.°mo“eJ at length, niovol t.M.h nh 

certingly, irceing one han.l to tort, lor ho.- ...nal, 
upwards. She did not resist him, but slir shrank as^ 
she met his eyes. She fancied she im.l m-vrr t.-en him; 

look so grim. 

“And that was why you weie ci.vii!;'. :■ he asked, 
deliberately searching her reluct ant cnt 

“ That was—onc reason,” she m km .e. , ,.e. . ^1- mtly, 
“Then there was something mnie ih.iu 'bat ■■ 
“Yes" She laid her liainl iilc.ulmgb' cu nis arm 
and he released her, ” 1 will tell v-m," r.iir .„iui tremin 
lously, keeping her face uptnrnrtl l.. in-.. -M least 
I will try. But it’s very difficult bee, or, r 
She began to falter under hr. Imik, 

“Because,” he said slowly, " you Imve no ciiiiHlenc 

in me. That I can weH umiersian.i Ym, nwrnei 

me more or less under coiuiiulsn.n, ami when 
wife is no more than a guest in her !in-.b.iu.!‘s hous 
rAnfirlence between them, of any descnpliou. is .tliiio! 


an impossibility.” : 

He spoke without anger, Inil with ,i s.ulne'.s thi 
pierced her to the heart; and h.ivin;,' so «.itoken I 
leant his arm upon the mantelfncrr, (nriiitiir slight 

from her. . 

" I will tell you," he said, his vciirt* verv qmet at 

even, “exactly what Mrs. l.cK'kyarti was iiuiiing i 
Ten'years ago I was engaged In a giil blm you 
many ways — gay, impulsive, bewili lung, I was you: 
in those days— romantic, too. I wurslupprd her at 
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•oddcss. I nltrrly Eliiui to her 'failings. They 
imply c'iidii’i rxi‘4 tcir uio. She rewarded me by 
unniir'^ away \vit!i Mauf iee Ih-aridoTi ! knew he was 
blark■^y‘^‘i‘'d^ hut lidw mueh of a blackguard I did 
[Ot reaii/.c tt!l hhf'*r. However, I dicJrPi trust him 
ven then, and 1 them and insisted that they 

hould be unnnod lu uiv f>re'-:.ence. Six memths later 
heard fnaa !irr. He liad treated hm alKHtiinahly, 
lad finallv fir'-eited. her, and ‘dae was trying ^ 

iivorcr. 1 d*id inv he- 4 to hfd|) her, aru'l everitually 
he ohtaineti it/’ Hr pau'-eii a iriruneni, then w^ent 
yn with hent head, 1 never saw tier aP*^ ::Te gained 
icr freeilnm. '"/o' vrnt to her |■■)enp;r, and verv soon 
ifter she die.l,*' 

Again he pa{i'".ed,, tfien -dviwlv st ratt:rin*"i^d hirnseil 
"1 never feu" any woman alter nh.itE he said> 

’until I tnef \«at A', toa^ Prandou. la- kfj>t cuit of my 
^i^ay, anti I had nn iTiert in seeking him., In fact, I 

took nn interest in los d‘ungs till I found that you 

were in l.tfekvaoih ‘et ’Ehai, I arirnit, was 

itomething of a s!i»«ek And their wvhen I found that 
you likei! the man 

’‘C)ln don’t !” slio bo*!^e m “ I'trm’f, f 1 was imni 

ever to toleraV luin I e| nie loroei if * Please let 

me forget n 

She spoke |sr toiia!#'dv, and :i ^ if h#’f entotjon clre» 
him he luinrti Inltv o uTid u. hrr. 

**lf you eonhi lone iMiipaien Hun sooner/* he sam 
with ii toinli of •Jrinne-,*;, would mat find yeiir 

iclf lied now* to 4 ituin you uevei Irtveal** 

The **11001 of liH wonts was fUtrj^ly /une.is«per;titi isHr 
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started as one stricken, wouiulc! ui a vit.d ,re. ard 

chspedher hands tightly .vnn.v t n-r crush- 

ing the flowers that dro<M>'M 'Etc 

“It isalie!”shecried vv.hilv H 

“What is a lie?” 

He took a atq> towarja l.r, lor sl.r wa< ova,,., 
„ she stood; hot she Hii.iS '«•! h't seepm, 

him from her. ^ _ , 

Her face was working cotnn, ■ ■ - ^ 

,„d move.! .rastcadny awav loro hoo. -r 

Sre her as she weot. So ,r..|on -V to r -a , , 

door and blindly sought the h.ni<l.e ^ .ui ^ ue sn 
found it he spoke in a tone that h.id ‘um. -v ■-nnnl ; 

Her hands fell- suihimlv '.till, 

“ Come here !’’ he said, , , . 

He crossed the room and re.u !i-d nrr 

“Look at me!” he said. 

She refused for a little, treuibhng .‘‘1 
suddenly, as she waited, she threw ha« k « 

met his eyes. She was sublung like a ( hihl that h 

been hurt. » i t i ’ i 

lU bent towards hot, loukmi: tlrrr.v, u, 

her quivering face, ^ 

So” he said* it was a lie, was it r’ Hnl, my m 

girl," how was I to know ? Wliy on r;irth didn't y 

say so before ?’* - i 

She broke into a latigh that tiatl in it th- Hminfl 

tears* 

“How could I? You never askerl Hov. could 
“ Shall I ask you now ?” he said 
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She stjetchrd up her anu;-, and clasped his neck. 

"No," she whispered hade. "Take me — take every - 
.[jiijg—for f.rrantr<i ! ilh tlie only way, if you want 
to turn a hr.utless little Ih.n like me into-— into a vir- 
tuous and ann.dilr wile!" 

And so, ditiipii!.^ to him, her lips met his in the first 
Ijjjs that hahi ever passed between them 
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A FAINT draught from the hills iouiid its w.i}' througli 
the widc-llung door as the sun went dcwu. 1* tl„t. 
tcrcd the papers on the tahlc. .uni stuird a (Mrtuur. 
upon the wall with a dry nisthiig as ct wimi m corn 
The man who sat at the tahle tiii'-if'd his tace as it 
were mechanically towards that hif'.-.rd Ineath from 
the snows. His cliht was pru[iped .at hi:, hand. He 
seemed to be waiting. 

The light failed very (luid.ly, and he presently 
reached out and drew a reading lamp lowaids him 
The flvinic he kindled flickert'd upward, throwing 
weird .sliadows upon his lean, hruwn face, tuuking the 
sunken liollows of hi.s eyes look caver ju.ms, 

He turned the light away so that it streamed upon 
the open doorway. Then he retumied his funnel 
position of sphinx-like, waiting, his chin ujnm his hand 
Half an hour passed. The day was dear!. Beyond 
the radius of the lamp there Ituug a pail nf thick dark- 
ness a fearful, clinging darkness that srruied to 
wrap the whole earth. The hetit was iiiten-,e. unstirred 
by any breeze. Only now and then the cartoon on 
the wall moved as if at the touch of ghostly fingers, 
and each time there came that mocking whi’-per thzt 
was like wind in corn. 

At length there sounded through the night the dull 

m 
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hrobHini: bnrse‘'!; En*!, and the man who sat wait- 

ng raisr<l hi'*' uf^ad, A expectancy shone 

n his Siniilsrr ryes. Soiur. tjf tlie ripidity went out of 
lis attitiaie. 

Nearer camr the hoefs and nearer yet, and with 
hem, min;d!ri:: rhvtlnnically, a tenor voice that sang'. 

As it rfSH'hf'd liiiu. tiir maai at the table I'a/illed out 
, drawf't witli a -diaip |rik, l!is hand sough.! sornc- 
hing tin it, brj r-—*-, never left the Curtain of 
larkiicss th.it the ..p-fUi .!• nrway frarried. 

Slowly, vfu\' -.h'V. Is' .it Ire wathdrew his hanU 

inpty; hut le- --'tilv paifially Hissed tlie t!ra\ver. 

Tlir voii’r uclroU was rirarer ouw^ was idose at 
land I hr hni ,r'-, h( * ts h.n! is-.i ,,rri Id sound, ’There 
ame the rnig’ nf spinod hrrh wiihtMif, a man's liand 
apprd tr[n -n die »■ 1 . *^1 10 *s! , a matT*! figure sliovved sml' 
i«ily ay.aue ! da* dail-aa-.'; 

“Hullfi, ^ Miu'ers! Still in ffie !ami of tlir Irving? 
ic gods, wliaJ a heiaTe-..h ! Many fija.nks for 

hcheafon! Ids lo*pf me siraigfif for more than ha!l 
,he way,’* 

He eritrrmi i atr!--. sh\ ilie lamplight fu!i unmi 
urn-* a ham! 'aiif*. sti.ophi yr.mny flrrculrs— ^ 

:osSfd down Ins udin;j wlnpi, and loi^krd round frir » 
irink. 

‘Hlrir VM!i air T* %,iid rran.-ms, ttinring tfir rays of 
the lamp full up* n s‘ tsr idassrs »ai the fable, 

** Ah, goof! ! !hii a*» dfi as a smolmd hfuring, Yon 
paasi drink foo, fh...u It V>s, I m ra I have a toast 
to prcipcnA so be s.m ndde for omo, Wtuif have you 
got m that dniwfi 
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Conyers locked the drawrr unMiinlv. ;nu! jwked 

out the key. ^ 

“What do you want to know tf.t :> 

His visitor grinned hoyishlv 
“Don’t be bashful, old Hiai)! 1 aiways guessed 
you kept her there. We'll drink her health, luo, in a 
minute. But hrst of all”- he was 'ipl.ishing soda- 
water impetuously out of a syphon .e. he sj - .! e “ first 
of ali — quite ready, I say f It s a grand i ■(■,) ,iun-- 
hcrc’s to the best of good fellows, th.u geiuus. that 
inventor of guns, John t.'oiiyers ! old chap, your 
fortune’s made, ileie’s to it ! Hip hip li-uray!" 

His shout was like the blare c.d a bcill, Conyer.' 
rose, crossed to the door, and Ho' ed ti 

Returning, he halted by his visit. a's -ade, and shuak 
him by the shoulder. 

“Stop rotting, Palliser!" he said rather ^hoIIly 
Young Palliser wheeled with a ■.pg.intie laugh, and 
seized him by the arms. 

“ You old fool, Jack ! Can’t you ‘.ce I’ui in earstesli 
Drink, man, drink, and I’ll tell you all ab.nit it I ha' 
gun of yours is going to be an rniuiuous success- 
stupendou-s — greater even than 1 hopecl it's true, b) 
the powers! Don’t look so dazed! All c. tines ti 
those who wait, don’t you know, I always t«k 
you so." 

“To be sure, so you did.” The man's wools cam 
jerkily. They had an odd, detached sound, .dmos 
as though he were speaking in his sleep He tutnet 
away from Palliser, and took up liis uuioudird glast 
But the next instant it slippeil through his ftugerj 
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and crashed upon the table edge. The spilt liquid 
streamed across the floor. 

Palliser stared for an instant, then thrust forward, 
bis own glass. 

“Steady does it, old boy ! Try both hands for a 
change ! It’s this infernal heat.” 

He turned with the words, and. picked up a paper 
from the table, frowning over it absently, and whist- 
ling below his breath. 

When he finally looked round again his face cleared. 

“ Ah, that’s better ! Sit down, and well talk. By 
Jove, isn’t it colossal ? They told me over at the 
fort that I was a fool to come across to-night. But I 
simply couldn’t keep you waiting another night. 
Besides, I knew you would expect me.” 

Conyers’ grim face softened a little. He could 
scarcely have said how he had ever come to be the 
chosen friend of young Hugh Palliser. The intimacy 
had been none of his seeking. 

They had met at the club on the occasion of one of 
his rare appeararices there, and the younger man 
whose Sociable habit it was to know everyone, had 
scraped acquaintance with him. 

No one knew much about Conyers. He was not 
fond of society, and, as a icatural consequence, society 
was not fond of him. He occupied the humble posi- 
tion of a subordinate clerk in an engineer’s office The 
work was hard, but it did not bring him prosperity. 
He was one of those men who go silently on week 
liter week, year after year, till their very existence 
comes almost to be overlooked by those about them 
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Hr never seemed to suffer as other ne-n -,al!r:(Nl from 
the scorching heat of that tropical u ::a-r mJ ih- Indijn 
Empire. He was always there, wi)a!c’> n i-..ip;'rnc(l to 
the rest of the world; hut he nevn s>n !,rd hi„,scl( 
forward. He seemed to lack amhitson. I h-T» wore 
even some who said he lacked braar. as vvell 

But Palliscr was not of these. 1 ii quu k eve', had 
■detected at a glance something that otia-r, h.oi nrva 
taken the trouble to discover k ;om t 'a- vm v he.nn- 
ning he had been aware of a for.f ic.it . .sC.ioird .fdl 
in this silent man. He had her. n.e mte.^- o-,!, ..aurly 
knowing why: and, having at lecgth nv-o mue tlir 
prickly hedge of reserve whu.l’ wa, at ti. i oppi.,f(j 
to his advances, he had eiiteied tlir piiv.itc phc< 
which it defended, and found within wliat he cer. 
tainly had not expected to find ■ a g'-mus. 

It was nearly three months now sui< e ( 'oiiyers, in i 
moment of unusual expansion, had laui before hirathi 
invention at which he had been working tor so man) 
silent years. The thing even then, thoa.pi complet 
in all essential-S, had lacked iiiu' h. and thi . tmal tfiu.l 
young Palliscr, himself a gunner witli a po..itivr pas 
sion for guns, had been able to siipplv 1 le hao see 
the value of the invention and haii given it hi- arder 
support. He had, moreover, friend'-, in Ingh placr 
and could obtain a fair and thuroug.h mvesligatlo 
of the idea. 

This he had accomplished, with a result lliat ha 
transcended his highest hojK's, on his frientl's iirha! 
and he now proceeded to pour out his tutor matic 
with an accompanying stream of cmigratulatH.n. i 
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ich Cony^'^*-^ Ustmcd with scarcely the 

vernent of ar. r;.'( lui 

dugh Paih^a-i iouiui ius iiHpiissivity by no means 
appointing. He wa.s m»rd to it. He had even 
xeted it. 'ITat naaomtais nnsleariincss on Con- 
part had afituunditi! h;m tar mure. 

■including hO' nauatum, he laid the ofiicial corres- 
ndcnce hefoie lorn* am! ppa up to opien the door, 
le night hi.ok am! ternlde, the heat caiiic in 
-rwhehning pnH'., a,*’^ ila’iigh blown from a blast- 
•nacc. Hr katm-ii ap,4tm4 the diHU'pust anti wiped 
iforeht*ad, '1 hr oppirs'uuu ui tiie atmosphere was 
t a taiigiblr, rim'hiigj; wrip.ltt, behind him the 
per on the w.i)! iiistleti vagnrlv, Inii there was no 
ber sound Alter srvnal miuuteH he turned briskly 
ck agmn niio t!ie rumm wlnstling a sentimental 
tty bcluw bis bieatb 

**Wclhidti ilmjs It w»u wrath waiting for, eh ? And 
)W, 1 br makitig a beednic for home, 

luckv brg)pu. I shanh be hatg after you, that's 
iccomfud Pity wr lan'l gu tugeiher, I suppose 
)tJ can*l wail idl the wisilrr;* 

"'No, my boy Pm afianl I oank.** (kmyers spoke 
ith a faint siiiilr, bis eyes still fixed upim the blue 
Rdal paper that lodd desimy. ** Pm going home 
irthwith, ami t^r damned !i.i everylinng and every* 
ody»'-exiTpi you IPs aii nndrrstond thing, yon 
now, Paltiser, lhai wt are paitners in this deal** 

** 0 'h, rotP* fxitlaitiifil Pallisrr impetuniisly ** I 
loa*! Afref to limi ! did ncilliiiig but pcdiih the 

Wag up. ¥oiikl nave dofir it yyyrsr.ll if I ImdiPt** 

■ ■ 4 '/. 
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" In the course of a few more years," put in Conyers 
drily. 

“Rot!” said Palliser again. " Hcsiilrs, F 
want any pelf. I’ve quite as miu'h as is (oj 

me, more than I want. That’s why I’m g.iiiig to get 
married. You’ll be going the same way yinu sclf now, 
I suppose?" 

“You have no reason whatever for tliiiiking so," 
responded Conyers. 

Palliser laughed lightlieartedly and sat down 
on the table. “Oh, haven’t It What almut that 
mysterious locked drawer of yours ? I )nn’t be shy, 1 
say ! You had it open when 1 came in. Show her to 
me like a good chap ! 1 won’t tell a suul.” 

“ That’s not where I keep niy love token-,,” said Con* 
yers, with a grim twist of the inoiitli tlnu was not a 
smile. 

“What then?” asked Palliser eagerly. "Nol 
another invention ?” 

“ No.” Conyers inserted the key in the lock again 
turned it, and pulled open the drawer. " See fo; 
yourself as you are so anxious !” 

Palliser leaned across the table and looked Th 
next instant his glance flashed upwaids, and thei 
eyes met. 

There was a sharply-defined patise. 'rhen, " You'i 
never be fool enough for that, Jack !" ejaculated Pa! 
User, with vehemence. 

“I’m fool enough for anything," said Conyrts, wit| 
his cynical smile. s 

“ But you wouldn't,” the other protested ahuoil 
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ohcrently. " A like you — 1 don’t believe 

I) 

'It’s vrti (.’onyers quietly. No, 

VC it al<»nr, Uir/Ji ! It t:an reniain so for the pre- 
Jliriv IS li'^t thr smallest clanger of its going 
_,or I shnuhin’t Inivr sht*wn it to yoii.*^ 

He closrti thr drawcT again, looking Steadily into 

I^ilh ^ri’s iaor, 

'<I’vc!j;nI it hv mr lor \ssus.’‘ he said» jnst in cast 
^ Fates sh"iil<i ‘iur more tric*k in store for me. 
it a[)parrutlv thrv havemh, tliongli it‘s never safe to 
Hunie anvtlnn,: “ 

‘*()h, d*'nh talk hkr an idiot broke in Pallisri 
•atcdly* " l*vr no patirnre with that sort of thing 

0 ycnnrx'pvil me lo hrhrve that a fello-w like yon- 

fellow wtjo kn^uH how to wait for his hick — would 
VC way to a cnwaidiv nnpu!!*r and iVstrny himsrlf 

1 in a moinrnt lirtausr tlurigs dnlrkl go quite 

raight ? Man ahvr ! { kmov you better than lhai . 

r if I dim*!, Pvf nevei known yon at all.** 

iVihaps no! !*‘ said (/onyers. 

Oijcf mmr he tnined the kev and withdrew it 
it pushed hack \m chair so that hi.«i face was m 
ladnw 

“You dcuik know evriyitniig, you know, Hugh" he 

aid. 

’‘Have a siiiokcd nani Ihilln^rr, '** and tell ffie wha^ 
an are driving af 

He ihrrw- hitir.ell a tuifiihon rhair.bv the opre 
tor, tlif lighi sitruniiiig full him, revealing w 
wy line of hini thr airc»gaiii splendour of fiis youth 
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He looked like a yomv^ Crrrk wiih tlir worlds 

his feet 

Conyers surveyed him uith lainf, .viHcal smilt 

’‘No,’’ he said, ‘’you ceifamlv ktji v, ^‘\e{yiliio| 

my son. You have nrvrr .m!;t 4 O'pon m Vuurliy 

“ I, thou,q:ii r” 4 t t:; . -M^^rr Ut 

this criticism. “‘i'hatsa!lv :: ko- v. , 1 '. o* u Isyp 
pose you think you liave :ud dir u{ hari 

knocks. Most pen|4e do.'‘ 

’’I am not like !m»st 'Amtit 

ricliboratdy, “ hut you urrcii:’! Iri! ;or !';a! you ha^ 
-ver been riglit under, iny (.u^v hiu run never have 
Depepds what you cal! uiidef,’* prolesic* 

Palliscr. “ I’ve lK*en domuj a luauv tours, hcavjj 

knows. And I've had io wait uji yuij lotvr- ^all i! 

best years of my life.” 

” Your best years are to coii:rd rrii'itned Coriyei 

Mine are over.” 

“Oh, rot, man! Rut- -'rot rn| | Why, you 4 
just coming into your own ! 1 Live aiuitiirr drmk an 

give me the toast of your heart!” Hujih Pallis 
sprang, impulsively to his feri ” I el mr mix if 
You can’t— you shan’t be jitrlaui !a<Iy to uf i 
nights.*' 

But Conyers stayed his hand. 

’* Only one more drink tu^anidit, buv !” he lai 
’*And that not yet $it ilown and iiookr ! Vm a 
melancholy, but I can’t rejoire |uri04iiifrly Ids n 
my way.” 

" Prematurely I'Vcchofd Hugh, tHuiitiug toll 
9ffiicisd envelope. 
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.•Yes, prcniatiircly,” Cunyers repeated. may be 
rich as Cursu.i, and yet not win my heart’s desire. 

‘ Oh I Hugh quickly. “ I’ve been 

hroul'i. It -If. h’s ini'ernal to have everything 

4sc umlrr the sun and yet to hick the one thing— the 

ine esseutt.d--liie I'uc woman.” 

II, sat down again, abruptly thoughtlul Conyers 
,inokcd silently, with his lace ui the shadow. 

Suddenly Hugh looked across at htin. 

"You think I'm too much of an infant to under 
^taiid,” he said. “ I’m nearly thirty, but that s a 

detail.” 

'• I’m forty-five," ;..iid t otiyers. ^ ^ 

“Well, well!" Hugh frowned impatiently. It s a 
detail, as 1 sab! lieloir. Who cares lor a year more 

°^“\Vhteh means.” ohi.erved Conyers, with his dry 
«iile '■ that the one woman is older tlian you arc.” 

She is " l‘al!f.er a.lmitted rrcklessly. ” She ts five 
ycais older. Hut wi.at of it? Who cates? \W 
were made for^ eaeh other. What earthly difference 

no one's Inminess but your own," remarked 
Conyers through a hare of smoke. 

•• Of course it isn’t. It never lias been 
sounded in so.uc faslmm indignant. fhere neve 
was any other pussil.ihty h-r me after 1 met her. I 
Tald for her mortal years. I’d have waited ah 
mV hfe. Bnl she gave m at last, I think shr real.xcd 

that it wai nliff t t‘*f tinif to go on. 

•• What was she waiting for ?" The question came 
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with a certain weariness of intiunitiun, as tliiniy;h thj 
speaker were somewhat bored ; Imt 1 I'aHiser was 

too engrossed to notice. 

He stretched his arms wide witli a switt and pas 
sionate gesture. 

"She was waiting for a scanip" he <ieelare<l, “I 
is maddening to think of the hweek-t w.unan o: 
earth, Conyers, wasting her spruig and her Munme 
over a myth, an illusion. It was an .dlaii ot tiftec 
years ago. The fellow came to gnef and dr.appniiiie 
her. She told me all about it on the d.i\’ '.hr pniinise 
to marry me. I believe her head wa-, ur.id\ hiukc 
at the time, but she has got over it tlmna hfaven!- 
at last. PoorDamaris! Mv I'.unan !" 

Pic ceased to speak, and a dtd! nsn of thmid 
came out of the night like the vniee <il a gituil 
anguish. 

Plugh began to smoke, still busv %viih his though 
“ Yes," he said presently, " 1 lielirvr - he won 
actually have waited all her life for the if 

had asked it of her. Luckily he di.bi't go s.. far 
that. He was utterly unworthy oi her ! think i 
secs it now. His father was imprisoned for iorgn 
and no doubt he was in the km.w, tliougli it rmih! 
be brought home to him. He was niiur.i, of mu 
and he disappeared, just dropped out. when the er 
He had been on the verge of propo-dug 
her immediately before. And she would have I 
him too. She cared." 

He sent a cloud of smoke upwani'. with saiJ 
■igour. 
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‘Tt’s datnn.iMc tn ihink of her siiffering for a worth 
1 -s bnile hki- that !” h'.^ (jxclaimed. “She had such 
Sb in hin> ton, aft*'.' year sl.e was expecting 

jro haH: tn lirr, and she kept me at arm’s 
tUl at hi ,t ' hr came to sec that both our lives ' 
bein'' airriiircd tn a miserable dream. Well, 
it's my intiit'b^'’ are going to 

besuperhlv happy tn make up for it.” 

A-rain It'- ihin;; n.it hr; arms with a wide gesture, 
,,ut nf the niylit there name a long roll of 
!hmider that w;i'; hke th,- nienare of a tortured thing. 
Afii('l-er nf li'ditiinr' ,'leameil through the open door 
Lrtno.uenV, and't'nnver’s dark face was made 
* ‘hlr to srnakr, and wa*^ staring 

with tixeil, u.‘.aHt.ib!e eves into the darkness. He 
did not rtittch from tl.e lightning; it was as if he did 

”°^'\Vdrit wnnld she dn. I wonder, if the prodigal 
returned," hr -aid .lu.etlv- ''Would she be gUd- or 

never will,” returned Hugh quickly. " He never 
can after fifteen veat'i, Ihink of it! Bcsidcs- 
if wmihhi't haiT him if he did ” 

“Women aie prmeihi.dly faithful,” remarked Lon- 

^ “She will ‘.ti'k to me now," Hugh returned with 
confidence, "1 hr oilier frllnw is pmhahly dead. In 
any ease, he h.v. n- -.hadow of a right over her. He 
never even a-.krd her to wait for him." 

“Ihissihlv he th 'Ugh! that she wmiltl wait without 
being asked,” said fonvns Mil! cynical 
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Well, she has ceased to rare Inr hnn iiuw/’ asserted' 
Hugh. '*Shc told me so hcisrlf,*’ 

Thje man opposite shifted his ever so 

ilightly. “And you are satisfied with that he said 
“Of course I am. Wh)* lU't d’ 1 lirre was almost 
a challenge in Hug-irs voice 
“ And if he came back ?” fsrrsistfsd tlie uf.hcr. *' Yoti 
would still be satisfied ?" 

Hugh sprang to iiis fret wuh a snnveuient of ficrct 
impatience. I believe 1 shnuld him !” he said 

vindictively. He looked hk?* a splrmlid wild auinul 
suddenly awakened. “I tril v^>n, ^ Miiyrr*;," he 
declared passionately, “1 could kill him \uth lay 
hands if he came lKd:.w(*cn m ii« ov.“ 

Conyers, his chin uri iiis imrid, Inokrd him up and 
down as though apiiraising Ins htrmifph, 

Suddenly he sat bolt upright arrtl 
briefly, sternly, liarshly, as a man -'gm.iku in tlic pres, 
cncc of his enemy. At tlie same' in. i. nil a frightfyl 
crash of thunder swept the words awav ,is though 
they had never been uttered 
In the absolute pandcinoninm stmnd tlnit fol- 
lowed, Hugh Palliser, with a fanr stuhienly 

white, went over to his frumd and stiH^d iifdind him 
his hands upon his shouhiers. 

But Conyers sat (juite mutinnirsH, nfanng forth at 
the leaping lightning, rigid, H|i!mixlikf' ! !r dni nol 
lecrn aware of the man behind hnn, fdl, an dm ypriai 
began to subside, Hugh hent am} spokr 
, “ Do you know, old chap, Fin nrarfd V* hr s.iid, will 
I faint, :shamcd laugh. “I as if thrre wrte <!fvi!i 
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Conyers waited till Hugh luul clrauird his glass 
before he lifted his own. 

Then, “ I drink to the one Wijniiin/’ he baici, and 
emptied it at a draught. 

w » • • » 

The storm was over, and a \rrt clattered 

away into the darkness, iningluig rhytnuiuall\ witfc 
a cheery tenor voice. 

In the room with tiie open door a man’s fig me stood 
for a long wliile motionless. 

When he moved at length it was to epeu thr kicked 
drawer of the writing4able. His ii:dnt hand felt 
within it, closed upon soiuething that ia\- there; and 
then lie paused. 

Several minutes crawled away. 

From afar tliere came the long rniiihle of thunder 
But it was not this that he h(‘ard as iir stond wre-aling 
with the fiercest temptation he had rwr kn«aui. 

Stiffly at la.st he stooped, preurd uHo ihr drawer, 
finally dosed it with an unfaltrnng hand The 
struggle was over, 

*‘For your sake, Dauiaris!'* hr said ak and he 
spoke without cynicism. 'H should kn^w how to 
wait by now— even for death whudi r. all I have to 
wait for.’* 

And with that he pulled the fluttering paper from 
the wall, crushed it in his hand, and waml otit liravily 
into the night 

Note. — This story ^was originally fitiblished in the 
Red Magasine, md is- smw reprinted by fwmissioit 
of the Proprietors. 
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(:hai'T!-;r i 

ins OWN *;i4'»nND 
OH, to tir .1 '.ll'uci's Ulir !” 

Doris Kllio! ii.ni'.rt!, punl pole m hand, lo look 
cross a !i'‘ld >■!' luiit '.h'Mvr-, wilh eytr^; of shining 
ippreciali'io 

Her amipanMn, .'irlihcii luxiinmisly on his back 
in a pile cii'.hi.'iis, .luilc-d a coiiteiuplative smilr 
ind made no coiuincnt 

The girl's l""!^ ■•ainr liowu to him after a moment 
5 hc rcglirtieii hiin '■'’it!) Inniidlv tunlcnutl. 

"You’re vrrv la/y. Hiiph," she said. 

“I ktmw It," said Hnj;h ( 'lie-.vl coiuforfalily. 

She dropped ihr pole into the< water and druse the 
3unt tnwarils the hank " It's a pity you're such a 
ilacker," she stiid 

He reujoveti his iipaiettr tiiuiiiemtarily. “You 
wouldn’t like me .tu\ heller if I weren't," he said. 

"Indeed I slfnld mile-.! 

“No, y«m wsatldn’t." H’s smile Itecaiiie motr pro 
nounced “If 1 ^^'err m«'ir energetic, ! should he lot 
ever pstering yuii fu marry me Ami, yoti know, 
you wotihin't hke that, As it tr. I take ' No’ for ar 
inswer and rest euiiteiit " 

Doris was sdenl Her slim, white f!»d figure was 
bent to the tank of Intugmg the punt to a pleasant 
inchorage tn an inviting hollow in the grassv shore 
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Hugh Chesyl clasprd hi,*-. h.itnH In's hd 

matched her with {iluiui adiun.iiitm 

The small brown h.uiUr, wru' wni, (“.ijialib, 
knew exactly wlmf to i;.,, and did it with j,n| 
When they had fjna!ly .MMur.! the jiunt, wij 
in it, to the bank he .sat iij). 

"Are we going tc have tea line , What a i 
ing spot ! Sweet iy niinatita , i u't jt , I wo-, hi 
you jjarticiilarly want is ir a t.i!:; «;!(•," 

Doris's pointed chin t.t.Il h . ked ..hghily so 
"You wouldn't woitdet tt xam to, the trim 
reflect, Mr. Thesyl," s!ie ‘oiid. 

He laughed easily. " < T. diui’i .t-.k me lo du 
You know what a sin,;;;; -h In am iiuue r,. I can 
understand your not waiitnij; to (u.iirv me, by 
you should watit to smuty a iatiurt like Jeff 
side— I cantiot see." 

“Who is Jeil ironside i*'* slie dem,t.mied. 
“He's the cliap who own:, this piojierty. I 
you know? A frightfully nietgetu’ person; 
perous, too, for a wonder. Hut an absuhite t 
tny dear. 1 shoiihln’t in.irry Itnn all his fair 
notwidistanding if I were you, I thm’t tliiti! 
county would approv<* " 

Doris snapped licr fingers with sus'ienir routi 
“ That for the rouiity ! Wh.it a snob you aic." 
" Am 1?" s.aid Hugh " J <Jidn't kimw," 

She nodded .severely. “ D,, you „mni umvi.iv 
legs? I want to get at the tea b.o.ket “ 

^ Don t mention it!" he said an otmnodali 
“Are you going to give me tea now? Hmw i 
You are looking awfully pretty tonfay, do you kt 
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I can’t think how you do it. There isn’t a feature in 
our face worth mentioning, but, notwithstanding, 
you make an entrancing whole.” 

Doris sternly rein-esscd a smile. “ Please don’t 
take the trouble to be complimentary !” 

Hugh groaned. ” Tlicre’s no pleasing you. And 
still you haven’t let me into the secret as to why you 
want to be a farmer’s wife.” 

Doris was unpacking the tea-things energetically. 
"You never understand anything without being told," 
she said. " 1 hm’t you know that I positively hate the 
life I live now ?” 

“I can quite believe it,” said Hugh Chc.syl. “But, 
if you will allow me to say so, I think your remedy 
would be worse than the disease. Your utmost 
ingenuity will tail to persuade me that the life of a 
farmer’s wife would suit you.” 

“I .shouhl like the .simplicity of it,’’ she maintained. 
“And getting up at five in the morning to make 
the butter? And having a hulking brute of a hus- 
band— like Jeff Iruuside'—tramping into your kitchen 
with his muddy boots and beastly clothes (which you 
would have to mentD just when you had got things 
into good order ? I can .see you doing it 1” tiugh 
Chesyl's speech went into hi.s easy, high-bred laugh. 
“You of all people the dainty and disdainful Miss 
Elliot, for whom no man is good enough 1” ^ ^ 

“I don’t know why ytni say that.” There was 
quick protest in the girl’s voice. She clattered the 
cups and saucers as if something in the lazy argument 
had exasperated her, “ I like a man who is a man— 
the hard, outdoor, wholesome kind— who isn’t afraid 
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Doris perversely. "It’s a si'jn »■[ lan'iir 
weakness of purpose/' 

"Oh, is it?” Again he lUfne,! tniincrj 

laugh ; then, as he began fn <lru.l.- ins .V -- ..L, 
jobered. “Has anything h.uiitrtifd la!;-!v to niak 
you specially dhscontented \v;ih v...n I..t •” 
presently. ' 

Doris’s brows contrartrd. " Things are alwav, 
happening. My stepmnthrr gets iii.Tr mil.einhl, 
«>rery day. I sometimes think 1 will gn ami work f 
my living, but my father won’t he.tr t.f g ^\„(i ,^.1 , 
can I do? I haven’t qnalihrd tor anything, Tli 
Mly thing open to me is tu fill a post of',„,p,u’d com 
pamon to a rich and elderly nmsm who w.mhi n„t un 
with me but doesn’t much want me. .She hves •,» kJ 
.mgton, too. and I can only laeathe the eountr^ 

Poor little girl!" said Hugh kindly 

“Oh, don’t pity me!" she said .jm klv, “ Yo« 
cant do anything to help. And I slumhhi’t grumble 
to you if there were anyone else to grumble to” She 
Wd back against her .sheaf with her eves on th 
lunht water below. "I suppose I shall just go on in 
the same old way till something happens. Anyhow, 

to^^be unhappy, too, when life might he so eestatic,” 
How could life be ecstatic ?" asked Hugh, passing 
«P his cup to be refilled. ‘ ^ 

She threw him a quick glance, “You wouldn’t 
yom"“ 

He sighed. “I know I'm very limitcii. But if, , 
fflistake to expect too much from life, believe me Ask 
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but and prrhaps if you’re lucky— you won’t 

be disappointed !” 

“I would r;ithor have nothing than that,” she said 
quickly. 

Ilusdi Chfsyl turned and regarded her curiously 
“Would you really d’ lie said. 

She nodded s<‘veral times emphatically. “Yes, 
just live tny own life out of doors and do without 
everything else." .Slie pulled a long stalk of corn 
from the sheaf against which she rested and looked at 
it thoughtfully. Her eyes were downcast, and tht 
man in the punt couhl not see the deep .shadow of 
pain they held, "if I can't have corn," she said 
slowly, with the air of one jirontuincing sentence, “1 
won’t have hn'.k.s. I will die of starvation sooner." 
And with tint! very sndtieiily she rose and walked 

round the sheaf. 

The iii.ivriiirnt was alumpt, so abrupt that Hugh 
Chesy! hfteti hn. lu.iws m astonislunent. lie w.ct 
still nioie snrfnt'.fd a luonient later when he heard 
her clear, gidish vou r ransed in admonition. 

"I don’t think it’s very nice of you to lie therr 
Kstcnittg and not to let us knt.iw.” 

Hugli sat upright in the punt. Who on earth wa^ 
it that she w,ts re[uoving thus? 

The nest moment lie saw, A huge man with the 
frame of a hull rose fruui behind the sheaf and con 
fronted Ins young eompanion. He had his hat in 
his hand, and the afternoon sun fell full upon hit 
uncovered ite.id. revealing a nigged, clean-shaven 
(acc that had in it a gn.td tleal of British strength and 
a suspicion of ipp‘«y aleitiiess. lo Chesyls furthci 
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amazement he did not appear in Ihc least aUashedby 
the encounter. 

“I’m sorry I overheard you," he said, with blunt 
deference. “I was half-asleep at first. Ai'inwurcls^ 
I didn’t like to intrude.” 

Doris’s grey eyes looked him tip and down for a 
moment or two in silence, and :i iltr.h rose in her 
tanned face. It seemed to Hiiph that she was likely 
to become the more ernliarrasseti of the two, and he 
wondered if he ought to go to the re- me. 

Then swiftly Doris collected her forces. "1 sup- 
pose you know you arc trespassing.-'” she said. 

At that Hugh laid himself very suddenly down 
again in the bottom of the boat, ami left her to fight 
her own battles. 

The man on the bank looked down .it his small 
assailant with a face of grim decorum. " No, ! didn't 
know,” he said. 

“Well, you are,” said Doris. “All tins ground is 
private property. You can see for yourself. It’s a 
cornfield.” 

The intruder’s eyes travelled over the upstanding 
sheaves, passed gravely over the man in the pmit, and 
came back to the girl. "Yes, I see," he said stolidly, 

“Then don’t you think you’ll better go?" she said 

He put his hat on. somewhat ahniptly. " Vrs. 1 
think I had better,” he said, and with that he turned 
on his heel and walked away thrnngli the s!iih!ih> 

“Such impertinence!” said Doris, as she ste[.|ied 
down the bank to her companion. 

“It was rather,” said Hugh. 

She looked at him somewhat sharply. "I don't 
sec that there is anything to laugh at," she suit! 
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"Don't you sail! Hugh. 

"No- ^^'hy arr you laughing?" 

Hugh ('Xiiiaiuril. “ It imly struck me as bring a 
littlr funny that y<.n should or<ier the man atf his 
own gnminl in th-it cav.diiT fashion.” 

"Ilui'h !” Hull, im dn.iiiay shone in the girl’s eyes 
"That wasn't w.n.u’t 

"Jeff Ironside? Yes, it was.” said Hugh. “I 
wonder von h;n-e never tome across liim before Hr 
works like nuy.et 

“Hugh !” Hme. f 4!,i psed upon the bank in sheer 
horror. ‘‘I have seen ium before - seen him several 
times. 1 ihoiedit hew.e.j” -t a labourer—till to-day.” 

“Oh, no," s.iul liiiph “He's just your hard, out- 
door, whole- .i''tiie f.itmer. JMiie animal, isn’t he? 
Always reutiud' me ot a pn/.e bull. ’ 

"Ilow InphttuH” s.ud horis with a gasp, “It's 
the worst A/. V! i Imve ever made.” 

"Cheer u|>!‘’ N-od Hugh (ousolingly "No doubt 
he was ilattemi by the littlr altenlkm He took it 
very well." 

"'Hiat doesn't m.ike ui.iltius any better," said 
Doris. “I alm-iM wish he hadn’t." 

Witereiifxm HH|;h laughe.i .ig.tin " Oh. don’t wish 
that! 1 should tiimk he would he quite a nasty 
animal wlien rou-.rd I shouhln’t have cared to flgh' 
him on your beh.ilf He could wipe the r.irth with 
me were he m« minded " 

Doris’s eves, (ritual though not iinkuidlv. rested 
upon him as he l.iy " Yes," die said liumghtfully 
“lihuuld almost think he amid" 



CHAPTER II 

THE PLOUCniMAN 

It was 00 a day six weeks later that I I’.llifst nrxt 
found herself upon the scene of her dna’ouifiture. She 
had ridden from her home three milrs di'.farit very 
early on a morning of Septemiun' tc* vnn a inert of 
the foxhounds and go cubdiunting, I heir Siad hem a 
heavy fall of rain, and the grntnui wa^ anti shppmy 
The field that had tKrn all y'rllnw witii tiir 'dmeks 
of corn was now in process of hiniig ploughf'd, and 
her horse Hector sank up to the frtlt tks at every 
itridc, a fact which he resented v\:fh ttlaufajs inn 
patience. She guided him down to the etlgc of the 
river where the ground lookei! a little liaiiirr. 

The run was over and she had rn|i»yrd it ; hut she 
wanted now to take as short a cut liome an |H«ssihlc, 
tnd it was through this particular field timt llie most 
direct route undoubtedly lay. She was alt air, hut 
she knew every inch of the cnimtryside, and luit for 
this mischance of the plough she would have been 
well on her way. Being a .nportswnnnan, slie made 
the best of things, and tiid hrr ulmoni ti"‘ Maahe her 
mount*s somewhat fiery temper. 

/^You shall have a dean jump it the tml Hector, 
old boy/*' she promised him. **We shall soun be 
out of it** 

. But in this matter also she was to rcrrive a rherk; 
"for, when they came to the dean Jump, n was to find 
I formidable fence of -wocKlen paling ccififronfiiig them, 

mtervening directly in their line of march, It vcmrd 
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that the fwiift had been attending to hi* 

bounduric:, xMlh a /eal that no huntsman would 

appreciaUi , , 

i)ori.s bit hfi lip with a uiurninrcd loo bad 1 
There w-as n.ithiu;,; fur it but to skirt the hedge ir. 
scarcli ot a gate. Heitor was naturally even mor<- 
indignant tiiaa ‘die, and stamped and squealed as she 
turned him fimn the obstacle. He also wanted tc 
gethuiur, and hr was tired of fighting his way through 
ploughed land that held him like a bog. To add tc 
their^l^a■"mhu■t it ha.l begun to rain again, and there 
secnieil every pi... per t ul being spe<-tldy soaked tc 
die skin. 

Altogether the outlook was dep)re.ssing i but some 
one wa's whistling rheenly on the farther side of th« 
field, and I )> u is took heart, it was a long way to lh« 
gate,' however, and when she reached it at length i 
was to find an. .'her disappointment in store. 1 h. 
gate WU'. p.ldloi ked 

SheltH'k~d lonnd m de..peiation. Ilcr only chanc 
of ricape was apparently to o'turn by the way sb 
had couir, by mean . oi a gap wliirli luid not yet bcT 
repaired, and wlmh would lead her in directly t.h 
opposite direct n m tc. that whiHi slie desireti to take. 

Tlie ram was t uining down in A sharp shower, an 
Ilertor was Imuming more ami more restive. Sh 
halted him bv the gate .uitl looked over. Beyond la 
TU\ fiom'wbuh she knew the road to be r.isil 
acressible. She iiatrd to turn her back upon it, 

Beiuml lier over a rise eainc the plough, diawn 1 
two stmit hor'.es, driven by a sturdy fignirc th 
loomed gigantic against the sky. Glancing bac 
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Doris saw this figure, and an o<l(l little siu'nt of dar., 
devilry entered into her. She dul nut v, ,nu tn oime 
face to face with the ploughman, neither liid siie want 
to beat a retreat before the five li.uied 'j.itc ti,j( 
opposed her progress. 

She spoke to Hector reassuriuitly and hm ked him 
several paces. He was quick to gra q) iier de arc and 
eager to fall in with it. She felt turn hr.u ni ; !iiinst>lf 
under her, and she laughed in sheer delight us she 
set him at the gate. 

He went at it with a will over the In. Io n ground 
rose as .she lifted him, and m.idc a g-.dLint rifort to 
clear the obstacle. But he was too Ium-, iU- handi- 
capped. He .slipped as he rose to the le.ip. He 
blundered badly against the top h.ir of the gate, finally 
stumbled over and fell on the other side, piii hmg Ifis 
rider headlong into a slough of trampled mud. 

He was up in a moment and careenut; .imoss the 
field, but Doris was not so nimltle, It was by no 
means her first tumble, nor had it been wludlv unex- 
pected; but she had fallen with ronsider.ible violence, 
and it took her a second or tw*o to collect her wits. 
Then, like Hector, she sprang up . <mly to reel hack 
through the slippery mud and catch at the splintered 
gate for support, there to ding sick and di//,v, with 
eyes fast shut, while the whtde world ro, ked arotmd 
her in chaos indescribable. 

A full minute must have passed thus, then vrT\' sud- 
denly out of the confusion came a voice Vaguely 
she recognized it, but she was too oicuptei} m tne 

struggle to keep her senses to pay much attenikm to 
what It said. 
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,.J t.niii !” sill- g;ihin;d desperately through 

her setter!;.. “ ! .Hute .U f.r,nl !” 

A stciulv aim rnt'uaard hur, Mulding her up, 

“Yuu’ii hf‘ all iiidit in hall' a imnute/’ said the 

* r'li r- 1 * It* hot' iu'>w. ' \ oil caiiH* down rather 
voice, •* 

She hiir.fii! V. lih aiui opened lier eyes. Her 

lieid coutpelled herself 

to loi^k. 

]e{i’ Irmi oite v..i,s hor. ono foot lodged upon 

the lusvc t h.i; .-1 !!i<- p..i!e ^Onle he propped her 
airaiirU hi ''.-u! !un-e. 

'’lie iMMiird d. -.vn at Iut with a n-vtain sternness of 
deiiieanuiir tiiat ua. . h,o .u ien-.tic of him. “'rake 
your tune !" l.r ■..inl. " It wa:. a n.isty kiioek out.” 

“I Ihn ;dl isidit” she told him hreathlessly. 

" Where where i. lleitnrr" 

"11 y,,n mean yiuir .uina.d.” in- said ill the slow, 
grim iCiV wiinh ; he i»-;.sui to iemeinl»er as his,^ “ he 
is proii.ihlv well on in. «.ty home by now. lie’ll be 
all ri'dit," lie added, " I ne ipi'e treun this field into 
the nod r. 

"(th!" diie i.untuf.s was overeommg her again 
as she t'nrd t.. ..t.oid .Mm dutehed and held his arm. 

" Fiu Miiiy," ' lie w lii'.peied. " I never fell so stupid 

before," 

"itiiii’t he tn a hmiv!” he said. ton cant 

help it " . , 

She ■..ink had. a pine.t his support agam and so 
11. . 4niv •fi'M'ids He stood like a rock 

till she eprie d l.ei r'. r-. Mime more, 

She found Im. own upon her. but he dropiied them 
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instantly. “Yon are not hnrt anywhf'rt^ are you?" 
he said. 

She shook ' her head. “No, i!‘s nwihin|,y |\,g 
wrenched my shoulder a little, but it rui’t Uiiu h/’ 

“Which shoulder ?“ 

“The right. No, really it irabt smnns.’’ She 
winced as he touched it with tus luuid iu‘vrrt hrh*ss. 

“ Sure?*’ he said. 

He began to k^l it very carf.^fu!ly, and s!ir winced 
again with indrawm Inanith, 

“ It’s only bruised,” slu: said. 

“It’s painful, anyhow,*’ hr r<unnrkrd bluntly. 
“Well, you must be wet to the ;kin. Wni laid [jeticr 
come with me to the mill ami gut dry.” 

Doris flushed a liille. “ Oh, tli.'ink ywo, inti really--^ 
I don’t want to trespass on y<H!r kimiucss. 1 cau 
quite well walk home- from hurt*.” 

“ You can’t,” lie said flatly. ** Aiiy-how, you arc not 
going to try. You had better let me cany ynti.” 

But Doris drew back at tliat with swift dcihsioa 
“Oh no! I am quite well now— I cun walk” 

She stood up and he look his {myt finm the gate. 
She glanced at the top bar thereof that hung in 
splinters. 

“I’m so sorry” she murmured aprili^gefically.. 

He also looked at his damageil j.iro|»crty. “ Yes, it 
was a pity you attempted- it ” he said. 

“I shall know better next time,” she said with a wry 
smile. “Will it cost much ?” 

“Well, it can’t be mended for nothing” said Jeff 
Yonside. “Things never are.” 

Doris considered him for a mumfno He was cer* 
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tainly a fiur aninia.!, as Hugh Chcsyl had said, well ' 
made aiul put tct'^tUhtT. She liked the freedom 
of his pt'sc. the ;.tr<-npih of the great bull neck. At 
close quartciH lie certainly did not look like an 
ordinary labourer. He had an air of command that 
his rough idothes rouUl not hide. There was nothing 
of the. clodhopper about him albeit he followed the 
plough. He was obviously a son of the soil, and he 
would wrest his living therefrom, but he would do it 
with brain as well ar. hands. He had a wide fore- 
head above his souiewhat sombre eyes. 

“I am very •■.orrv," she said again. 

“I am Sony t'<u' you." he said. "Wouldn’t it be 
as well to get out of tins rain? It’s only a step to 
the mill.” 

She turned with diHility and looked towards the 
two horses staminig i>.tti(Uitly where he had left them 
on the hrowu slope of the hill. 

"Not th.it wav." he said. " ('onic across this 6eld 
to the road ! It m u.> distance from there." 

Doris began to gather up her skirt. It was wet 
through and r.tked with mud. .She caught her breath 
again as she liid it. The pain in her shoulder was 
hccmiiing intense. 

And thesi to her .uimwinent. Jeff Ironside -sud- 
denly slooped and pul Ids arms ahmit her. Almost 
before she rr.i!i/.rd his intention, and while she was 
still gasping her a- ionishment, he had lifted her and 
begun b’ move witli long, easy strides over the 

sodden turf. ^ 

“Oh," she S.tid. "you yon really you shouidntl 

“It's the only tiling to do," he returned. 



196 THE ELEVENTH IK niR 

And somehow—perhaps hc-cansr hr spoke with 
such finality— she did not fed indinr.l to dispute 
the point. She submitted with a loutn .ci umnnut 
of thanks. 


CHAPTER in 

THE APOI.OGY 

On an old oaken settle, cusluoiied like a dmrrh-pew, 
before a generous, open fire, Hoiis he;;.in l.i iorpt 
her woes. She looked ahinit her with interest the 
while she endeavoured to sip a cup of ste.immg milk 
treated with brandy that Jeff InuiMde had brought 
bcr. 

An old, old woman h<ihbU'd alxttit thr oak raftered 

kitchen behind her while Jeff hiiie.ell kn.-h liefwe 
her and unlaced her nuid-caked bui.ls. She would 
have prote.sted against his duuig this had protest 
been of the smallest avail, but whm she attempted it 
he only smiled a faint, grim smile and enntuuied his 
task. 

As he finally drew tliem off she thanked him in a 
small, shy voice. “ You are very kind inm h kinder 
than I deserve,” she said, " Ho ymi kimw I’ve often 
thought that I ought to have come to apoh'giM fur— 
for ordering you off your own ground that day ic 
the summer ?” 

He looked up at her as he knelt, and f-m the first 
time she heard him laugh 1 here was Mtinething 
almost boyish in his laugli. It tran’inrsiierl him 
utterly, and it had a marvellous effect npt>n her She 
laughed also, and was instantly at lirr ease. She 
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suddenly di.iri iven-d that he was yonngf in spite oi 
his rufl!.'''ilnrss, ami she wanned to him in cen- 

seqticn('i‘. 

“But I w.!s sorry,” she protested. “And 

I knew 1 oiedit to liavc* It^ld you so Ixdore. Rut, 

someluov” she ilu.lHsI under his eyes- “I hadn't 

the cotir:o/e. Ih-’.ulrs, 1 ilidn't know you.” 

« It wiiMi’t a vf ‘1 V ^;c‘rioiis offettce, was it ?” he asked, 
“I should h.i\<* bef'u furious in your place/' she said. 
“It tak<‘s mure tlmii that to make me angry,” said 
Jeff Irnn atie. 

She {uit unt lit*r lianfl to Itim impulsively, the tkush 
still iii her ehuelc;, 

“I am still perfrctlv furious with myself,” she told 
him, “wlienevfrr 1 tlunk aliotii it.” 

liis ham! ruelMsed hers ui an all-enveloping grasp, 
“Then I slriailrinh tliiiik alnuit it any more if 1 were 
you/* he sauil, 

“Very ^'ell. I won't/’ said Doris: adrling witli her 
own <ltuiint arr of gr.uuhmsness, “and thank vsni for 
being su fi ;em \Iy .sh' eg it ” 
lleTr]rA'^ri\ hrr h-oif! s- uuevvhat ahniptlv and got to 
his UTi ” ! !» ‘W lu \s mr sltoulder mm ? Any better 
“Oil, \’es, |!‘s betler,” she asStifed him. “Only 
ratheu' siiit 'btw, wsm’i yon sit tlnwn and have your 
breakfast r Idea .r dui/t bother about me any morel 
Fvr wastea ipnte emm;.di id your time.*' 

He turned tnwmds ihr table, “You must have 
some too And fling when ytm're ready, 1 will drive 
you home,” 

“Oh, but that will waste your time still miire/’' 
protested ” Bm mitr I can walk” 
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“I’m sure you vvon’t try," hr re-juim-c! ^Mth blunt 
deliberation. "I hope you ilmri iniini <•,:! j,,, 
kitchen, Miss Elliot. I would h.ivc h.o! a (.ir in {[,5 
parlour if I had expected you " 

“But, of course, I don't tiiim!,'' she s.iui 
it’s quite the finest old kitchen I've e\ci 
■ tie turned to the old wnnuui who !,till hovr.'cd ij 
the background. “All right, th.mny ! Sit diAvn 
and have your own 1" 

“I’ll wait on the lady fust, M.i,ter Jeff," 
returned, smiling upon him 

“No. I’m going to wait on the hi.iy," said JcH 
“ You sit down !’’ 

He had his way. It occuned i.i Dons timt 
usually did so. And presently he w.is waiting u|iui, 
her as she lay against the cushions, us though she 
had been a princess in distress 

Their intimacy progressed ste.tddy during the 
meal, and very soon Don.s’s shvness had wh.hy'wom 
away. She could not quite decide li jelt were shy 
or not. He was obviously quiet by nature. Hut hi's 
grimness certainly disappeared, and mote than once 
she found herself wondering at liis cotiMdrratiuii and 
thought for her. 

He went out after breakfast^ to pm in ihr h, „-,e, and 
at once his old housekeeper rxp.unled nito ardent 
praise of him. 

" He works as hard as ten men." she said " That’s 
how it is he gets on. 1 often think to mv.elf that he 
works harder than he ought. It’s ul! wmk ami no 
play with him. But there, it’s no good my talking 
ie only laughs at me, though I brought him up fro® 
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his cra(i!<;- Ami a fine haliy he was to be sure. His 
poor inntlicr ■■ she came uf gentlefolk, ran away from 
Line -she 'Ihl t" marry I'ariner Ironside— she died 
three days after lie was liom, which was a pity, for 
the old master was inst wrapped up in her, and was 
never the same aipain. Well, as I was saying, his 
poor nmth'T, sia-’d set her heart on his being given 
the education ot a geutUunan i which he was, but he 
always clung to tlif laiui did Master Jeff. He was 
sent to Idinistf-ad Cnaiainar .School along with the 
gentry, and a hue lignre he cut there. But then his 
hither 'die<l, ;uul he liad to settle down to farming at 
seventeen, and he's been fanning ever since. He’s 
very welLto do is Master Jeff, thanks to his own 
energy ami perseverance; for farming isn’t what it 
was. But It’s time he took a rest and looked about 
him. He's thirty Kune Michaelmas, and he ought to 
be settling dmvi'i .■\s I say to him: 'Granny Grim- 
shaw won't he inur ior always, and you wont like 
any other kimi of housekeeper save and unless she’s 
a wife as well.' He always laughs at me," said 
Granny Griinshaw, shaking her head. But its true 
as the sun's ulmve ns. M.ister Jeff ought to be stir- 
ring himself to fim! a wife, Hut he'll go to the gentry 
for one, same as hts f.ithi'r ilid hefoie him. He wont 
be satisfied with any of tliem saucy country lasses. 
He don't ever mi.'c with them. Hell look high will 
Master leff if the tune ever comes that he looks at all. 
He's a gentleman hitif'elf right through to the back- 
bone, and he'll inaiiv a lady." 

By tSic time JHI teiurned to announce that the rain 
had ceased and the cart was waiting, there were not 
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“Fm sure you won't try,'* hr rrj.- 


deliberation. “1 hope s’^'^u di-n’t mind ^ 

in ih 

kitchen, Mi.ss Elliot. 1 W'/.nhi h.ivr 

biriiiftj 

parlour if I had expected yoti " 


“But, of course, 1 don't mind.” slir * 

“Arii: 

it's quite the finest t^h! kiC. !e'ri 


. He turned to the oh! wh- 

‘ li r;o; n 

the background. “All reght. Cb-.o.oo.' ' 

^Ut duiv; 

and have your owm 1“ 



“ri! wait on thr lariv hr.t. Jrl!,“ sL 

returned, smiling ugcm !um : 

“No. Tm going to wag or, *hr l.uiv,” \,:iu! yi 
“Yon sit down!*’ ’ i 

He had his w'a)-. It »ia, lojrd r*; liitns ilun 
usually did so. And jirr-.ruJU' hr w.|,s iifinj. 

her as she lay agaimU ifir nodiogis, as I la nigh sb' 
had been a princess in doJir-.'. 

Their intimacy progrr Fooiag ib 

meal, and very soon Darrs's sf'iv*sr*o. worn 

away. She could not qmir i!r(.::M:!r i! !rr! were* div 
or not He was obviously lygr? hr o-nogr. \ht\m 
grimness certainly disappeami. fhan 

she found herself wondering at hi . ^ ♦ !r aid 

thouglit for her. 

He w'ent out after brralf.e t o pie ot fhr h o,r, aid 
at once his old housekrrpff rti .o.o.fo! tno- any,* 

praise of him. 

**He works as hard a*? irii umC '-hr ^ .}ul “I'hab 
how it is he gets on I affrii thiuh 1 - dait b 

:WOfks harder than he ought. ul! w- ik .imi p,^ 
play with hm Bui Ihw, it’s no g^Md mv !a!kiii| 
He only laughs at me, ihtuigh I brouglii turn iip fma 
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his cradle. And a fine baby he was to be sure. His 

poor mother she came of gentlefolk, ran away from 

home she did to marry Farmer Ironside— she died 
three days after he was born, which was a pity, for 
the old nmsler was just wrapped up in her, and was 
never the sasiie again. Well, as I was saying, his 
poor mother, she’d set her heart on his being given 
the education of a gentleman; which he was, but he 
always clung to the land did Master Jeff. He was 
sent to Fordstead (Irammar School along with the 
gentry, and a hue figma* he cut there. But then his 
father died, and he ha<l to settle down to fanning at 
seventeen, and h<-’s hi'en farming ever since. He’s 
very well-to-do is Master Jeff, thanks to his own 
energy and [lerseverance ; for farming isn’t what it 
was. But it’s time lie took a rest and looked about 
him. He's thirty eume Mieluudmas, and he ought to 
be settling down. As I say to him: ‘Granny Grim- 
shaw Won’t he liere for always, and you won’t like 
any other kind of h<iU'.ekeeper .save and unless she’s 
a wife as well.' 1 le always laughs at me," said 
Granny Grimshaw, sliaking her head "But it’s true 
as the sun’s above us. Master Jeff ought to be stir- 
ring himself lu fuul a wife. But he’ll go to the gentry 
for one, same as his hither diti before him. He won’t 
be .satisfied with any of them saucy country lasses. 
He dnii't ever mijc with them. He’ll look high will 
Master jeff if the lime ever comes that he looks at all. 
He’s a gentleman htmsidf right through to the back- 
bone, and he'll ni.ury a laily." 

By the time Jeff retiirncd to announce that the rain 
had ceased ami tlie cart was waiting, there were not 
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many of his private alTair!^ of thr kn. a* hO-'r , | 

Doris bad not been plariKl in p*.- 

She was smiling a little to hn -Hi nvrr the old 
woman’s garrulous confulenros when hr and 

it was evident that he caught the .unh-, U-t he 
looked from her to his housf*krr|K'r with a touch of 
sharpness. 

Granny Grimshaw hastenc*tl u\ vlUa-r lu-r .Hf with 
apologetic promptittide, ami irJnrtl tr tin* seulh^ry to 
wash up. 

Doris turned at once to her W dl Viui take 

me over the mill some day ?** she a 'Ted 
He looked momentarily surpn-rd ai the ■•e.ggf'S’ 
tion, and then in a second he suuletl “ i )f course 
When will you come 
. Sunday?” she venturer!. 

” It won’t be working then,” 

” No. But other days you are l:nn'..y ” 

Jeff dropped upoir Ins knees agani in froni of Iwr, 
and turned his attention to brushing the of thf 

mud from her skirt He attmked ti with exfrnsie 
vigour, his smooth lips finnly shut. 

At the end of nearly a iiiiiiiife he pau'^s! *T 
shan’t 'be too busy for tliat anv d.ivT lie n.ud 
*'*Not really?” Doris souiKled a little diiiibtful 
He looked at her, and somehow his brown fy« 
made her lower her own. They Imhi ;t nia^iery, i 
confidence, that embarrassed her subtly and quite 
inexplicably, 

“Come any time” he said* “rxeept nooket fliy! 
Mrs* Grimshaw will always know where I am lo be 
found, and will send me word,” 
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She nciiileil. “1 sliall conic one morning then. I 
riiic r.iunii, siiall 1 

He rctuni<-(l to his task, faintly smiling. “ Don’t 
take any live liancil gates on your way !” he said. ' 
“No, I shan’t do that again,” she promised. ” Five- 
barrel! gate.s liave their drawliacks.” 

“As well as their advantages,” said Jeff Ironside 

enigniatietdly. 


tllAl' l ER IV 

It-iUN 

“MabTKK Il-a i- !” 'Ehe kilfhen door opened with a 
nerv^ons eii*,dr and a wi inlcled liiown fac.e, encircled 
by the frills ‘>1 a line lin niglit cap, peered cautiously 
in. “Are yon a-h-ep, my dear r” asked Granny 

Griinshaw with teiiiler •■.olicitiide. 

He was sitting at the tahle witli his ellKnvs upon 
It and his lie. id in lus hands .'^hc saw the smoke 
curling upwards iroui hts pijie, and rightly deduced 
frnin tins th.il he wa-. not at-leeji. 

She r.une foiwatd, eandle in hand. “Master Jeff, 
you’ll pardon tne, I’m sure. But it’s getting so late--- 
nigh upon twelve o\ h.ek. You won’t be getting any- 
thing of a night's rest if you don’t go to bed.” 

|eif raised Ins head. His ryes, .sombre with 
though!, met lu-is " Is it late?" he said ah.stractetlly. 

“And von mi. h an early riser.” said Granny Grim- 
shaw. 

She went aiio-.s to the fire and began to rake it 
out. he walfhing her in silence, still with |hat sombre 
look in his dark eves. 
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Very suddenly Granny finnr-haw iiinu-d a^d, 
poker in hand, confroiittui liiin. Sin- w.i , wearing j 
large Paisley shawl over her pinl; llannei ii./.iiuhess, 
but the figure she presented, thun'di tpiaint, was not 
unimposing. 

"Master Jeff," she said, "di'n’t you Ik- ton muilciit 
and retiring, my dear! Vtui're ju t as 'piod as thj 
best of ’em.” 

A slow, rather hard snn'e dn-w thr- (ojiirrs of the 
man’s mouth. “They d'.m't tin:. I ■ o," h,- . .Ir.i-rvHi. 

“They mayn’t," said Gniniiv innuT.tw -.rverdy. 
“But that don’t alter vvh.tt is Vi-u'if 4 
man and, what’s more, a man of sid 'st.n,. which 
is. better than can be said for old i'..ioUfl Elliot, 
with one foot in the grave, .so to speak, ami up to his 
eyes in debt. He owes money :d! over the place, I’m 
told, and the place is mortgaged !.>r three times its 
proper value. His wife has a little of her own, so 
they say; but this poor young l.tdy as was here this 
morning, she’ll be thrown on the woild wiihuut a 
penny to her name. A winsome yountj latly, u®, 
Master Jeff. And she don’t look .is 1! she were made 
to stand many hard knocks. Klie may belong to the 
county, as they say, but her heart’s in the right place. 
She’d make a bonny mistress in this old piare, and 
it wants a mistress badly mmgh. Old Granny 
Grimshaw has done her iKwt, my dear, and always 
will But she isn’t the woman she was.'' An odd, 
wheedling note crept into tlie tihj woman’s voice 
“She’ll be wanting to sit in the chimney 'Ci If lift soon, 
Master Jeff, and just mind the little ones You 
wouldn’t refuse her that ?“ 
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Teff rose abruptly atui went across to the fire to 
knock t!u- ashes fo.m ills pipe. Having done so, he 
remained bent for several seconds, as though he^werc 
trying to read his fortune in the dying embers. Then 
Jry slowly he st raip.htened himself and^spoke. 

“1 tliiuk you forget,** h<t said, that Colonel Elliot 

was the son of an eail. , i. j 

X^ut’ Cl run 11 V C ti iiiiHlu-iw rciiitin'iciil un*iiD'^sl.i€;Q 3*ncS 

wholly uniinpres-'.ed. She laid down the poker with 
decision. “1 \va>-. never one to sneer at good birth,” 
she said. “ but I bold that yon come of a breed as 
old and as pood as ,uiv m the land. Your father was 
a yeoman o'f the good old-fashioned sort; and your 
mother well, everyone h.-reabouts knows that .she 
was a ladv born and bred. 1 don’t see what titles 
haw to do with breeding," said Granny Grimshaw 
stoutly. "Not that 1 lie.pise the aristocracy. Dear 
me, no! Hut when all is said and done, no man can 
be belter than a gentleman, and no woman can look 
higher. An<l theie are gentlemen in every walk of 
life Just the same as there are the other sort. And 
you, Master Jeff, you’re one of the gentlemen." 

Jeff laughed a soinewlial grim laugh, and turned to 

put out the lamp. 

" Ymi're a very nicT old woman, (iranny, he said. 
"But you aie not an impartial juilge.*’ 

"Ah, my dr.»rie." saiil Granny Grimshaw. “hut I 
know what women’s hearts are made of." 

A somewhat irrelevant retort, which nevmtheless 

closed the discussion. 

They went upstairs together, and parted on the 
landing. 
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“ And you’ll go to boci now, won't >'on f" argj^ 
Granny Grimshaw. 

“All right,” said Jeff. 

But once in his own room lu' wrnt tn flir I^w lalticp. 
window that overlooked the mill ■.‘,!n:aiit, ami stood 
before it looking gravely forth over the -.till watrr 
It was a night of many stars, Hryomi the .slrrain 
there stretched a dream-valley ai'm whudi tin* river 
mists were trailing The tall trees in the meadows 
stood up with a ghostly magiiifu nu <■ ug.iuisl them 
The whole scene was one of womlMim; jie.n e, and all 
as far as he could see, was lus. lint th<- m.ui's eyn 
brooded over his acres with a duiuli do, s.i in, faction 
'and when he turned from the window at la l it was 
with a gesture of hopelessness 
“God help me for a fool !" be muttertni Ijetween Ins 
teeth. “If I went near her. they would ku k me out 
by the back door.” 

He began to undress with .savage energy, and 
finally flung himself down on the old foiu jJaiier in 
which his father had lain before linn, li'ing tiierc 
motionless, with fixed ami sleepiesi eye:., wiiile the 
hours went by over his head. 

Once— It was just before day-btr.tk he rone and 
went again to the 0]^«n wimiow th.it uvnlooked his 
prosperous valley. A diange h.id come over tlie face 
of It. The mists were lifting, lifting. He saw the 
^ dark forms of cattle standing here and there The 
nver wound, silent and mysterious, away into the dim, 
et distance. A church dock struck, it;, tone vague 
1 remote as a voice from another world. And as 
in answer to its solemn call a lark soared upwards 
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from tEc in<-.i<i.iw by the mill-stream with a burst of 

The east wa--> surely lightening. The night wa.s 
gone. J<‘ff leaned his btinang teniiile against the win- 
jow-fraiiie with .i leeluig akin to physical sickness. 
He was tiieii (le.ui tired ; hut he knew that he could 
not slwF now. I he world was waking Emm the 
farrnyanl ronini liir. cortmr of the house there came 
tile flap of wiiig'n and the old rooster’s blatant greeting 
to the daw 11. 

In anothei half hour the whole (.»lace would be stir- 
ring. Ee had wasted a whole night’s rest. 

Fiercely hr siraighteneil himself. Surely his brain 
must be gotm; ! Why, hr h.ul only spoken to her 
twice And ihrn, hkr a sihrit that mocked, the words 
ran tlirougli Im. i-raiu "Who ever loved that loved 
not at first sight r" 

So this w'iis love, was it r This—was love! 

With clenched h.iuds hr stood looking otit to the. 
dawning, while the wild frvei leaped and seethed in 
his veins fie callet! up before his inner vision the 
light, dainty hgtn''. the level, grey eyes, fearless, yet 
in a fashi.m shy , the glow of the sun-tanned .skin, the 
soft, thick hair, brown in the sfiadow, gold in the snn 
Straight betorr fnm, low in the sky, hung the iitorm 
ing star. It .duiost looked as if it were drifting earth- 
wards with all its purity, all its glistening sweetness, 
drifting straight to the heart of the world fie hx.-il 
his eyes upon it, drawn hy its Ircauty almost in spite 
of himself. It was the onlv star in tlie sky. and it 
almost seemrti as if H had a message for him 

But tfir dav was dawning, the star fading, and the 
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message hard to read. Why laid she refused to 
marry Chesyl, he asked hiniself ? 1'Te luaji was hke. 
warm in speech and action; hfil that siindv was but 
the way of the world to uluHi ijr hHt 
excess of emotion was evt'r eiu'nn:\i.;rii thrrr. Doubt, 
less behind that amialde mack there* hra! tlie same 
devouring longing that tiimhln-ii in his nwn racing 
pulses. Surely Doris knew this! Stnely :.he under, 
stood her own kind ! 

He recalled those words lirrs fh.u hr had over, 
heard, the slow utterance nf them as ih sninc pro* 
nouncement of doom. “ If I rani is,nu I won't 
have husks. I will die of star\atu.n SMwuf'r/' 

He had caught the pain m tlii»sr usad. Hufj 
Hugh Chcsyl failed to dn sm/ If sn, Hugh (Iwsyl 
was a fool He had lun’er fturnght vei\' highly ot 
him, though he sup|>nsed him ta hr i!r\n aftrr hig 
own indolent fasliion 

Chesyl was the old stjuirr’s nrplirw and heir a 
highly suitable parH for any goi!, Vrt hnris had 
refused him, not wholly widiouf igtinminy. A 
tlcnian, too ! Jeff s moutli twisted. I lie Ihniigfii ram^j 
to him, and ripened to steady conviiliiug tiiat had 
Chesyl taken the trouble to he naisf iu time 
have won. The girl was mrirraldo rnoiigh Ui admit 
the fact of her misery, and hr offered hrt mairia.ge 
with him as a friendly means of tsi%%pe. i Hi utlm 
ground he could have won her. f in this ipemnd ht 
was; probably the least likely man hi win. She asked 
for .corn, and he offered husks, What wonder that 
she preferred starvation I 

. His hands were- still clenched as he turned from tlie - 
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■ iclow. < '!i. I"’™ H'.'K’''' Clicsyl’s place! 

Che wtiul'l have hiui no cuiiipiain! ilicn to make as to 
h ninlilV “f ''= ■ wt'uld never have 

her to inumrv. And yet the feeling that 
W,„Th Chesvl loveil h<T lingered still in his soul. Ah, 
whaVafool! Wl.atufool! 

It was nearly thn-e hours later that Jim Dawlish the 
uillcr 'an'.wm-.-d Jell Iion adi-'s gruff uiorniiig^ greet- 
ing with an eager, 1 lave you licard the news, sir ?’’ 

'itawhsh %v.is of a eheery, expansive disjKisition. 
and n<'t much o! tlse village gossip ever I'scaped him 

or remaiu''d \\ hu nun 

‘^WliHt iirw'i tinuanded jelt. 

**\V!iy. C’idonol np at the Place, to be 

H'iid iCrvvli'-.!c adva.nen)|:;: hiB ttotiry {X^rson 

toNvariirtlu- doorway in winch stood llie master’s 

enii'irt* iiiaaif.. 

^-'Cui/aiel idhot;" queried Jeff sharply. “What 

Hwu'h'waoo,-.l a kue,wiusg head, " Ah, you may 
well'ask that,' sir He died early this morning-- 
qnite nneX!«s t.-d. Had a fit or some’at. I hey -say 
it-s an open .iue.,tio„ whether tiiere’ll he enmigh 
money to hury him. He has creditors all over the 

'"'“‘•.Id lieavem; !’’ ■ a.d Jeff Hr drew hack swiftly 
into the open air as if he found the atmosphere u the 

mm oppri-ssive. Are you quite sure it’s true he 

questioned " How .hd you hear ? 

« It’s true enough,” said the nuUer. with keen emoy- 

©cut, ** I heard it from the palicC'-iicrgeAnt c says 
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it was so sudden that, thm,;'!! h.ivr l.. l.r r,n inn,,.. 
Im sorry tor the widow and orjili.ui., Ifn 

fall a bit hard on tlieiii.” 

“Good heavens!" said Jeff 

heavens!” 

And then very abruptly he turned and 1,-ft fli-niiU 
“What’s the matter with the 1 hi-,s . "a .l.-d ,ni!l<fs 
underling'. Did the Lulouel uwe hiui iiiiinev tno?” 

“That’s about tlie tirket," .said hai itinvlish 

cheerily. “ I hat comes ui lemhiig, t!iat ilm- , Jf j„j.( 
shows the truth of the old s.ivmi:, 'Su.k to yum 
money and your money’ll stick t,, ■ymi ' | i,eu- never 

was a truer word.” 

"Wonder if he’s lost mtirh," said tiie underline 
speculatively. ** 

Whereupon Jim Dawlisli wm.ved sudiienlv severe 
He never tolerated idle gossip unum.; his inferiora 
And thats no concern of yuur\ tliarlir H.ifrs,” 
said. “You get on with your work ami i,,,tl,er 

your pudden head about what ain't .u m, wav your 
business! Mr. Iron.side is al,u„t thr •.nnmhnd 
wimm fifty miles, and don’t you Dnyr*! h 
“He wasn’t be.st pleased to hra, a!;,,nt thr poor «l,i 
Colonel though for all that," said < hat!ie B:ii„ 
tenaciously “And I’d give someliung w what'll 
come of It.” 

If he had known, neither he nor fim i !.,w!i ,!i would 
have got through much work that' .n.uig. 
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CHAPTER V 

A liAKGAIN 

s ni'Arly :i P’rl night after Colonel Elliot’s death 
Icir Innisiile went to the stable somewhat sud- 
tiiic inorning, saddled his mare, and, without a 
word to anyone, lajdc away. 

Grannv Ciiiinshaw was the only witness of his 
ileiiartnre, and '. Ih' turm-d from the kitchen window 
with a secri't suiik and nod. 

It was an autunm morning of mist and sunshine 
The beech trees lihone goldcuii overhead, and the robins 
trillc<i Inudly ii'"m tlar clematis-draped hedge.s. Jeff 
rode briskly, with to(» set a purpose to bestow any 
attention upon these things, He took a short cut 
across his own land and entered the grounds belong- 
ing to the Place by a side drive seltlom used. 

'riien be rode direct to the front door of the great 
Georgian house and hrtldly demanded admittance. 

Th«! footman who opened to him looked him up and 
down intet r. .gat ively. " M iss Elliot i.s at home, but I , 
don’t kn.'.w if she will see anyone, he said uncom* 

promisingly. _ 

"Ask iierl" said Jeff tersely. “My name ss Iron- 
side." 

While the man was gone he took the mare to a yew 
tree that shatlowed the drive at a few yards’ distance 
and tied lirr to it. There was an air of grim resolu- 
tion HlK.ut all his actions, This accomplished, he 

teturned to the great front door. 

As he reaehrtl it there came the sound of light. 
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hastening feet within, anr! in a lu^^uivut the !<;}If.opei| 
door was thrown back, i'^nns hn ver\’ slim 
pale, blit withal very f.|ncrnly in hrr 
came fortli with out ::-4rc!clicci Icaci -y. .* * iwin 

why did tliey karve yt.c,i ijcir'/' she said 
Please come in V 

He followed her in witli scaierlv a v. . i,i 
She led him down a Inny ^^lk p;i , a,.e la a room 
that wms plainly the lilnsirv, and ni iicr f|ui4 

gracious way she turncti and him 

am very pleased tc? ’-lee Viui, Ms’ In-ftside | 
was going to write to ycsi it* thaid: \<.ii ,i yon for a!| 
your kindness, but lately ■ Tiere has laa'ci ;as nmeh fci 
think about— so rnucli to do. I kiivnv vini will imder. 
stand. Do sit down !** 

But Jeff remained squarely on his f 

you have quite recovered fr«*in ViUir fall ■** he said, 
“Quite, thank you.*' Slie Mudrd t.-odv. “It 
seems such an age ago. IletlMr cniur h..nu* quite 
safely too.'* She broke off shorf, |cuc ed ;ih g’ ^f*ekiI|g 
for words, then said rather abrujitly, ! sn.ill never gci 
hunting again/’ 

“ You mean not this year?” sugrp-'^dpi jrff 
She looked at him, and he saw iliaf hrr .imle was 
piteous, “No, I mean never Evrryliiuyr ly 
sold. you Inward ?** 

He nodded. “Ye.s, I hmi hearfl I itMprfi tt wasn't 
true/* 

^“Yes,Tt is true/* Her two hand** fa-.lminl very 
tightly upon the back of a rliair. 1 here w.e eruuf. 
thing indescribably patfiHic in tfm aria n she neejufii 
on the verge of saying more, but m the eiifl sfif did 
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not say it- Slie just stood looking at him with th« 
wide "rey ej'cs that tried so hard not to be tragic. 

jefl' stuocl looking back with great sturdiness and 
not much apjeuent feeling. He offered no word of 
condolerure or sympathy. Only after a very decided 
pause he said, “ I woiuler what you will do. ’ 

“ I ;un going tn I .oii<lon,” she said. 

“Soont*” Jefi’s voice was curt, almost gruff. 

“ Yes very stxtn.” She liesitatcd momentarily, then 
went on rapidly, as if it were a relief to tell someone 
"My father's life was insured. It has left my step- 
mother enough to live on; but, of course, not here. 
The place is mortgaged up to the hilt. I have nothing 
at all 1 Imve g.ot to make my own living.” 

“You?” s.iiil Jell. 

She smiled ag.un faintly. “Yes, I. What is there 
in that ? 1 .ots of women work for their living.” 

“You are not going to work for yours,” he said. 

She thrtc.t the chair from her with a quick little 
movement of the hands. “ I would begin to-morrow—' 
if I only knew how. But I don*t~yct I’ve got to 
look about me for a little. I am going first to a cousin 

at Kensington,” . , , „ 

“ Who doesn't want you,” satd Jeff. 

She looked at him in sharp surprise, " Who— who 
told you that ?" 

"You di<I." he saiil doggedly, “At least, you told 
Mr. ChetyL"in my presence.” . ■ , 

“Ah, I rcmemherl” .She uttered a tremulous little 
laugh, ' " That was the day I caught you eaves- 
dropping anti ordered you off your own ground.' 

« It was." saiti Jeff. " I heard several things that 
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day, and I guessed - other thiii;,'/;.’' IK- p'ei'.cd, stil) 
looking straight at her. "Mr.s Liiti.!." he said 
“wouldn’t it be easier for yon tn ni.mv 'h.ui to worlj 
for your living ?“ 

The pretty brows went up !!i "(3h!> 

she said, in quick confuskni, " Shui iir.ti.i tii.u toof 

“Wouldn’t it be easier.^’’ pci-;; icil J.-it in iii:; slow 
stubborn way. 

She shook her head swifllv atui vr'i, mrinly. 
shall never marry Mr. '.hr '..i!.! with detiT 

mination. 

“Where is he?” asked Jeft, 

The soft colour rose in hier face at t!ir fpir ition. Shi 
looked away from him for tiir hrst time “I don* 
quite know where he is. 1 Keiievr f-r >•; np north some 
where — in Scotland.” 

“He knows what has hern h.i|ipfninp 'ut-tf,'" q«es 
tioned Jeff. 

She made a slight imivmirnt a-, of protr-.i " Ni 
’doubt,” she said in a low vott r. 

Jeff’s square jaw hardened. Atuupflv hr thrus 
Chesy! out of the conversation, “It doren't niaiter,’ 
he said. “ That isn't wimt I ranir tii t.ilk .«!>.tiit Maj 
I tell you just what I have come for .• Will von givi 
me a patient hearing ?" 

i She turned to him again in renrwrd 'aiipncr "0 
course," she said 

His dark eyes were upon her " h tn.n w < pleas: 
p_u." he said slowly, “ though I .n.k von to l.rhrve thi 
it is not my intention to give you offem r ” 

"But, of course, I know you would not” -.he said. 

Jeff’s fingers donched upon his riding-twitch Hi 
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spoke with rliihnilty, but not without a certain native 
tluit luatic iiiui impressive. have come/ 
he saids “ j»*»t to say tu you that if it is possible that 
no one in yciur own world is wanting you, I am want- 
ing you. All that I have is absolutely at your dis- 
posal I heard yi,)u say-- tliat day — that you would 
like to be a faruaa'b wile. Well— if you really meant 
have your opportunity.’* 
innrude!” She was gazing at him in wide- 

eytnl aina/riueut . 

A dark tbeh rose in liis swarthy face under hef 
eyes. I had ‘;ay it/ he said with heavy delibera- 
tion, though 1 kurjw Tm only hammering nails into 
my own n hui. I h:u! to taike my only chance of telling 
you, <df c<uirs(\ 1 know you won’t listen. Tm not of 
your sort - respen talile enmigh, but not quite— not 
lie broke off grimly, and for an instant 
his teeth shourtl denehed upon his lower lip. ‘*But 
if by any chain r, when everytliing else has failed/ 
resolutely he went on, yon could bring yourself to 
think of me in that way, I shall always be ready, 
quite ready, hir you. Unit’s what I came to say.” 

He straigliteiifd himself ufKju the words, and made 
as if wiudd turn and leave her. But Doris was 
too quirk for him. She moved like a flash. She 
came hrlwcrm tiim and the door, **Pkase— please/ 
she said, ” you imislii’l go yet I” 

He stopjrd iii.slatifly, and she stood before, him.,, 
breathing quickly, her hand upon the door. 

She did not s}irak again very quickly; she was 
plainly trying to master considerable agitation, 

Jeff wailed immovably wtlh eyes unvaryingly upon 
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her. “I don’t want to huiry y.ni," Mid atlas- 
“ I know, of course, what your an ’a< r \vi!l he, But 
can wait for it” 

That faint, fugitive smile of hers w ent o’. rr herfao 
She took her hand from the door. 

« You — you haven’t been very rxjiliri!, have youl 
she said. “Arc you- arc y<m bring pr.t kind torn 
Mr. Ironside, like - like Hugh i h<-.yl 

Her voice quivered as she m.kei! the question, bi 
her eyes met his with direct ste.ull.c.liK'ss, I; 
towered his own very suehirnlv. ” No.” he said. * 
wouldn’t insult you by briu;.: kind. I ‘.iuiuUhi't a; 
you to marry me if I didn’t hwe you with all my hca 
and soul/’ 

Tlic words came quickly, witli sotiiethmg of a bur 
jng quality. She made a slight luuvemeiit as if si 
weic taken by surprise. 

After a moment she spoke. " I heir are two kini 
•J love,” she said. “Tliere’s the big. uir.ellish kind 
the real thing; and there’s the other the kiwi tli 
demands everything, ami even then, pnimp'., is neti 
satisfied. You hardly know me well rmnijd) tu-.. 
care for me in the first big way, do you Vou doi 
even know if Fm worth it," 

’* I beg your pardon," said jrft Ironside " I thii 
I do know you well cnotsgh for that, Auvliow, if y 
could bring yourself to marry me, I sliuuhi bp sal 
filed. The right to take care of yon m.ike yon m 
fortable— wait on you- that’-s at! Fttj .«•,!. uu; TI 
would be enough for me more than Ibe dated 
hope for.” 

“That would make you happy i’'* she asked 
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He kept' his <;ycs lowered. “ It would be— enough,” 

he repeated _ ,, , 

She uttered a .sudden quick sigh. “But wouldnt 
you rather marry a woman who was in love with you 
in just the ordinary way ?” she said. 

“No,” said Jeff curtly. 

“It would he much better for you,” she pro- 
tested. 

Ih- smiled a grim smile. “ I am the best judge of 
that," he said. 

She held out her hand to him. “Mr. Ironside, tell 
me honestly, wouldn’t you despise me if I married you 
in that way- taking all ami giving nothing?” 

He cnishe'd her hand in his. The red blood rose 
to his forelu-ad. Hc looked at her for a moment— 
only a nioim-nt anci instantly looked away again. 

“ No," he said, " I shouhln’t." 

“I should despise myself,” said Doris. 

"I don’t know why you should,” hc said. 

She smiled again with lips that quivered. “No, 
you don’t understand. You’re too big for me 
altogether. 1 can't say ‘ Yes,’ but I feel very highly 
honoured all die same. You’l! believe that, won’t 
you ?" 

" Why can't you say ‘ Yes’ ?” asked Jeff. ^ 

She hesitated monienturily. “You see, I'm afraid 
I don’t care for you like that." she said. 

“ Does that matter’" said Jeff. 

She looketi at liiiii, her hand still in bis. Don t 
you think 50 ?" 

“No, I «lon*t," hc said, "unless you think you 
oaulda't l»c happy.” 
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*M was thinking of you/* she s.iid irnitlv, 

'*0f me?*’ He looked surpn:-r«,i tm- an m jui, and 
again his eyes met hers in a quick glaut cc “ li ymi’re 
going to think of me/* he said, “y<'u’l! dn it 1 
told you, you neednh be afraid of niv exfu-, liug too 
much/* 

But she shook her head. ** I chouhi bn mnih more 
afraid of taking too much from yon/’ ‘.aiii. '' The 
little I could offer would never \‘mu/' 

"Yes it would/* he insiste<L " I'ni niilv u’/cfug to 
stand between you and trouble. If-; ;dl 1 want in 
life/’ 

Again his eyes were upon h(*r, dark aiuI rf^M?luto. 
His hand held hers in a steady gnp h'ur tln^ first 
time her own resolution began to LiUrv, 

"Let me write to you, Mr. Iromadc!" ntie .said at 
last, with a vague idea of softening a refusal itial, had 
become inexplicably hard. 

"Write and say *No*?** said Jeff. 

She smiled a little, but her eyes fdlrd with sudden 
tears. "You make it very hard for iii«» tf.i say ‘ No/** 
she said. 

"I would like to make it imimsitilf/* hr said. 

"Even when I have told you that I cuii’t ilmt I 
don’t— love you in the ordinary way?** slir said 
almost pleadingly. 

" I don’t want to be loved in tlir ordmarv way/* he 
answered doggedly. 

"I should be a perpetual disappoint mrnl: to you" 

she said. 

... "T' would rather. have even that mdhinr/* 
said Jeffo ^ 
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One of tf-nr'! ran o%'er and fell upon their clasped 
hand “ !'i fart, ynn want me at any price,” she said. 
"At nnv raid 

She hem u<T iiead and choked back a sob. “And 
no one else wauls me at ali," she whisioered. 

lie stonjicd tnw.iid:; her. Perhaps for her peace of 
mind d was as well that she diti not see the sudden 
firft that hhw.wl in he. <leeirset eyes as he did so. 

" hti vim’ll ( h.uey- your uiiml,” he said after a 
moment to the huwed heail. “You’ll have me— you 
will 

.She caiis'ht h.n k another soh and said nothing, 
lie straip.htenni himself sharply, "Miss Elliot, if 
it’s going lii make yon uiiserahle, you had better send 
me away. I'll go d it's for that.” 

He would have ieI<M-,ed her hand, but it tightened 
very smldeuly up. m his. “ No, don’t go- don’t go 1" 
she said, 

"But yoti're crvmg,” muttered Jeff uneasily. 

She gave a big gulp and raised her head. The 
tears weVe i unuins"; down her chei'ks. hut she smiled at 
him !>ravely notwithstanding. "I believe I should 
cry •inueh more if you were to go now, she told 
him, with a quaint effort at himiour. _ 

Jelf Ironsnlr put a strong grip upon himself. His 
heart vvas ihunquiig like tlte strokes of a heavy 
hammer ’’ 1 hen yon 11 have me ? he said. 

She put her other hand with a very winning ges- 
ture of confidence into his. "I don’t see how I can 
help it.” she said. " You've knocked down all my 
obstacles. Htit v"u do understand, don’t you? You 
won't - won’t 
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Abuse your trust? No, iirvrr ! *ui 

side. ■' I will die by my tm ii h.n.ii 1 1 . i: 

“Ah, I can’t help liking yrm," 1'. n, j;,! 
lively, as if in explanation nr t- “ 'i ..n'l,. 

" Thank you,’’ Jeff said very r.iuu- ily. ' Ami yoj 
won’t cry any more • 

She uttered a whiiic seal little I, nigh, “ Ihii f wasn'i 
crying for myself," .she saul as ‘.lie diir-d in r ryes “j 
was crying for you." 

"Well, you mustn’t," sani Jetf, “ Ynii imvc jrjvp,, 
me all I want •'umrh niorr tli.m 1 d.in-i! tii ii.gif for" 
He paused a moment, then .tbiupiiv, " Y. u ihuik 
better of it when I’m gfuie. wdl von hr ..nd. “ Yim 
won’t write and say you base i h.mjp-d viair mind?" 

She gave him her hand again with ,ui .nr nf com. 
radeship. “It’s a bargain, Mr. In.n.Mir," - he Siiid 
with gentle dignity. "A very one sided <.iie. I fua,, 
but still—a bargain." 

"I beg your pardon," murmured ?rif 

CIIAP I'ER VI 

TtlE WKfmLXt; 

The marriage of Jeff Ironside In folimel KHint's 
daughter created a sensation in the nr-gditmuthois! 
even greater than that which folh.wrd tlm Cnlonf!'} 
death. But the ceremony itself was stnitiv private 
It took place so quietly ,ind so sud-'.mdv verv >-,ijiv 
on a misty October morning that it v^.is uver befiire 
most people knew anything afwut tt Imi IXiwliih 
knew and was present with old flrannv (irumifaw. 
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but save Lir (he family lawyer who gave away the 
bride and the aged rector who married them, no one 
else was in llic secret, 

Mr.s. Elliot knew, hnt she and her stepdaughter had 
never been in svmpathy, and she had already left 
the place and gone to town, 

Verv small and pathetic looked the bride in her 
deep luonrning on that rlim autumn morning, but 
she played her part with queenly dignity, unfalter- 
ing, uritiisnia)-fd. If she had acted upon impulse 
she was ftiHy prepared to face the consequences. 

/^s for Jeff, he was gruff almost to rudeness, so 
de-speratc was the turmoil of his soul. Not one word 
did he address to his^ bride from the moment of 
entering the church to that of leaving it save such as 
were contained in the marriage service. And even 
when they passed out together into the grey church- 
yard he remained grimly silent till she turned with a 
little smile and adtlressrd him. 

"Good morning, Jeff!” .she said, and her slender, 
ungloved hand, very cold but superbly confident, 
found its way into his. 

He looked flown at her then and found his voice, 
the while his fiti.imrs closed protectingly upon hers. 
"You’re cold," he said. "They ought to have 
warmed the churt h.” 

She turned her fare up to the sky. " The sun will 
be through sofin. Will you take me home across the 
fields?” ’ 

"Too wet,” said Jeff. 

“Not if we keep In the path," she said. "I must 
just say good bye to Mr Webster firat." 
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She lookf'ii down ;i.t the brown hand she held all 
rovghi'ned :nid hardened by toil, and hesitated. 

“Well?” said JNT. 

She tnnud her eyes upon his face. “Arc you 
going back to work to-day, just as if — as if nothing 
had happened ' she asked. 

He looked straigdii l)ack at her. "You don’t want 
me, do yon ?” be said. 

She nodded. “ .‘shall we go for a picnic ?’’ she said. 

“A picnic!” He seeaied surprised at the sugges- 
tion. . . 

.She laaglied a little. " Do you never go for picmd ? 

[ do all bv mvcelf sniurtimes. It’s rather fun, you 
know." 

“By yourself.'" iaid Jell. 

She rose from her perch, " It’s more fun with soroe- 
nne rert.'dnlv,” she said, 

Jeff's f.ice reilected her smile for an instant. "All 
right,” he said. " i'll take a holiday for once. But 
come home now and have some breakfast 1” 

.She stepped down hrrade him. "It’s nice of you to 
give me the verv fio t thing t ask for," she said. “ Will 
you <ln something el ,e for me?" 

“Yes,” said jetf 

"Then will you i .d! me Hot?" she said. "It was 
the (let ntune mv mother gave me. No one has used 

it since she died." 

"Dot," reiJfatrd Jeff "You really want me to call 
you that ?" 

« Rut. of rnurse," she said, smiling, " you haven't 
railed me anytliing yet. Please begin at oncel It 
really isn't difhcult." 
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Mr. Webster was the fanulv lavwcr. He CHni{‘,i 
with stilted phrases of iehi'ii.if :< .<0 ivincli sent j| 
instantly back into his ’irl'l of 

Doris made reply on iiis Irii.'h .luil hrr uwn witlij 
dainty graciousness that oa-rinl jll 
finally extricated herself and JrO ;i,.ro siUatiot 
with a dexterity that left hnu j'-ju'l:; u .-nd. 

She had her way. I1u*v ureit l<v way of tin 
fields, he and she alone tinvaydi tor* hi'|jii<^ misl 
while Granny Grimshaw and Jioi h.ivdi h tuurcliet 
solemnly back to the mil! bv flic ifM,d, 

“It’s a very good mtuniu w< .{]>;/' assertet 
Granny Grimshaw with muJi ‘uil i^laction. *'* 
always felt that Master Jell w^old never inarrv afii 
but a lady.” 

“I’d rather him than me,” rrt,yn;rd jim Ibiwlisl 

obscurely. 

Which remark Granny c;nm:4mw treafetl as ^ 

worthy of notice. 

As Jeff Ironside and iiis bnde iiraool ihr iasi stil 
the sun came through aiii! tipim 4 !! Iliings/ 

“I’m glad we came this W4vd ‘.uni 

Jeff said nothing. lie •ipi.kr mili-.H !« haj 
iomething to say. 

They reached the stile, lie -tn.dr over aiid 
reached back a hami to her. .She ii. ntotimd 

and stepped over, then sat d*.\^ii uHexpritediy on 
the top bar with the h.Uid in heis 
“Jeff!" she said. 

He looked tip at her Hrr v-.ne w.is siu.tl! ui 
»hy, her cheeks very debt atel> fltishrd. 

"What is it?” said Jeff. 
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**Very wcll^ Dot/' he said. And vvlicre 
g^oirig for our picnic ?'* 

'‘Oh, not vrry far,” site said. “ d‘ 'Uirwlicre withia' 
A quite easy walk.” 

“ Can't we nde d’ suggt-ar'd ]cli. 

^*Ride?** She looked ar iani in surprise 

** I have a horse who Wf./uld carry )sm!/' hr said, 

"Have you— have you, ready r” fjnu'k plrasurc 
came into her eyes. "ch:p jni, Iuav kuid o! 
you !” 

"No, it isn't,” said Jeff blunfly, ”1 want you to 
be happy,” 

She laugl'ied her quick, tiglit laug'!'! "So you're 
gluing to spoil me?” she said. 

They reached the prettv unllh- aiicrve the stream 
and found breakfast await inq fhciu in the oak* 
panelled parlour that ovrr!ot<ked a %nunv c»rdiarci 

"How absolutely sweet !" said I toini 

He came and stood bchuie her at the wunlow, loci 
ing silently forth. 

She glanced al him half’Shylv, " Arei/f ym verf 
fond of it all ?" 

" Yes/* he said. 

"And I think I am going to hr/’ ^aicl Doris. 

" I hope you will /' said Jeff. 

She turned from him to (iraiinv Griiii%baw wb 
entered at the moment with a hot 

**I don*t think wc ought to havi' hern ficirnfc! « 
early/' she said "You must Ir quite inrd out Nnw, 
please, Mrs* Grimshaw, do sit dcm*n and lei lue ^sil 
on you for a change !** 

Granny Grimshaw smiled tt thr tun** ‘^tiggeiiioe, 
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“No no, Mrs. Ironside, my dear. This is for you and 
Master Jeff. IL'c {,'ot mine in the kitchen.” 

“I never heard stich a thing;!” declared Doris 
“Jeff, surely ymi are not going to allow that!” 

Jeff came from the window. “Of course you must 
join us, (.Iranny,” he said. 

But Granny Griiushaw was obdurate on that point. 
“My place is in the kitchen," she. said firmly. “And 
there I must bide. But I am ready to show you the 
way to your room, my <l('ar, whenever you want to go.” 

Doris bent forward impulsively and kissed her. 
“You are much, much too kind to me, you and Jeff,” 
she said. 

But as soon as ' hr was alone with Jeff her shyness 
returned. -Bhe ei uhl not fed as much at ease with him 
in the house as in the open air. .She did not admit it 
even to hfu'seli, but d<-ep in her heart .sire had begun to 
be a little afraid. 

Till then she had gone blindly forward, taking in 
desixiration the only eour-te that r.e<'med to offer her 
escape from a po-ation that Inul become wholly intoler- 
able. Btit now for the first time misgivings arose 
within her. She mneml lered }« w slight was her know- 
ledge of the imm to whom she h:ul thusimjietuously en- 
trusted her future; and rememhering. something of her 
ready confidence went from her. She fell silent also. 

“You are not eating anything,” said Jeff. She, 
started at his voire and looked up. 

"No, I’m not hungry," she said. “I shall eat all 
the more prca'iitly wijen we get out into the ojien. 

He sai<! no more, hut finished hia own breakfast 
with businesslike promptitude. 
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^‘Mrs. Grimshaw wi!i lakr u*n !im 
then, and went to ftie Im c.'ik Kr' 

“Where will ynu ht! r'“ ha* a. n i ;■ 
stood back for her to | ia:o.. 

“I am goini^^ round ti.- the slaf hr 
“May I conic to you fiiraa* -..hr n 
•He assented ^narvely : " i ir !*’ 

Granny Grii.rislKtw wa. ui !in na 'C \ 

She took Doris up fhr .Xl sO'fM, ar,u 
low-ceiled room with the fa,Uur v. ua!* \ 
over the river nu^a clows. 

“Ids the best room tit die r/’ 

“Master Jeff was born ui if, ami .hf^' 
the past ten years. You wim'i !ir hio 
My room is just ac'ross the jv.or.,,i,;-.r^ .oj, 
to the room at the rnti ^hidt hr .tiu. 
boy.“ 

“This is a lovely roorn^ sanl fttaa.. 

She stood where Jrff had m..,.,! ,i„. 

window and looked aer.tss thr \ .i!!rv 

“I hope you will he very h.ippv hrtr, luv iir‘ar;’s 2 i( 
Granny Grimshaw hehuui hn 
Doris turned romitl tn hrr iiii|)rtiii e iy " [w 
■Mrs. Grimshaw. I don’t like jelf u,. the 1„ 

room to me," she said. Om,', ,1,.-,.. .,,.,,, 1 ,,^ ,, 

I could have ?“ 

. She glanced towards a do„r that led „ut of thi 
room in which they were. 

“Yes, go in, my dear!” s.ud (...univ t.nmsha, 
with a chuckle. “It’s all h.r vnti.'* 

Doris opened the dm.r with . .j,„. k Hud, on h« 


'*>yiy,asi 

■Ni. 

• !<d, 

' ‘'’"'I'i ItldOi 
intutli 

'•'i.lt Idolifi 

lold ht 
hiTefg 

•*<)' dea; 
he has fjon 
‘ h.ui ai, 
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'“Master Jeff you would like a little sitting- 

oom of your own/' said the old woman behind hex. 

“Oh, he shouldn’t ! He shouldn't!’’ Doris said. 

She stood on tlir tlin*shold of a sunny room that 
,verlookrd the ganfon wit!) its hedge of lavender, 
Liid beyond it the orchard with its wealth of ripe 
Lpples shining in tlu^ rani. The room had been 
jvidently furnislird for hrr especial use. There was 
I couch in one Ciuiier, a cottage piano in another, 
ind a writing: tal»Ir near the window. 

“The old niastor hotight those things for his bride” 
laid Granny (iriinslniw. ” They are just m good as 
lew yet, and Mu'.ter Jeff has had the piano put in 
)rder for you. I oqsert you know how to play the 
)iano, my dear ; 

Doris went for'ward into the room. The tears were 
lot far from !u*r r\'rs. He is too good to me. He is 
nuch too good," nlir said. 

“Ah, mv d'-Mr, and voti'll be good to him too, won’t 
f?ou?" said Cirafiiiy tirimshaw coaxingly. 

‘Til do mv he*;!,” said Doris quietly. 

She wviil <lown to Jeff in the stable-yard a little 
later with a heart brimming with gratitude, but that 
strange new shynv'r; was wntli Imr also. She did not 
know how to give liiu) her thanks. 

He was waiting hu’ tier, and escorted her across to 
the stable. ” You will like lo see ycnir mount,” he said, 
cutting her shnji almost before she had begun. 

She fcTomaul him itilo the stable Jeff’s own mare 
poked an rmpiiring rmv over the door of her loose- 
box* Doris slopped to fomlle her. Jeff plunged a 
hand into his p^n/ket and brought out some sugar. 
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From the stall next to them ranif' a low whi® 
Doris, in the act of feedinrj thr* m.irf, looked t 
sharply. The next moment with a little cry she ha 
sprung forw'ard and was in the i-tali with her 3^, 
around the neck of its occtipant -a hi.^ biiy, 
nozricd against her shoulder with cvidoiit pleasure 
“Oh, Hector ! Hector !" she cried. “ 1 h.w cverdi 
you come here ?" 

“I bought him,” said Jrfi, "as a wedding present 
“For me? Oh, Jeff i" .^lir left Ureter and can 
to him with both hands oiitstrri, hrd, “(.)h, Jeff 
don’t know how to thank you. h'mi are so niucht't 
good. What can I say ?" 

He took the hands and gripped tlirin His dai 
eyes looked straight and hard into hers, .md a litf 
tremor went through her. She lowered her o« 
instinctively, and in the same instant he let her f 
He did not utter a word, and she turner! from hioi 
silence with a face on fire. 

She made no further effort to express her gratitud 


CHAPTER VH 

THE END OF THE Pit ■NSC 

Those odd silences of Jeff s fell very often throiighoti 
the day, and they lay upon Doris'* spirit like 1 
physical weight. They rode through autumn wood 
lands, and picnicked on the side of* a hill Tliedj| 
was warm and sunny, and the wfude world shone k 
through a pearly veH,^ There were Id-mklterriei i 
abundance, large and n]^, and Drtris vkuuidrrcd abosi 
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picking them (hiring Uie afternoon while Jeff loung-cd 

against a tire a rui saiiok<-fl. 

He did not offer to join her, but she had a feeling 
that his eyes ioljdwed her wherever she went, and 
a great nsstlessnr-r; kept her moving; She could not 
fd at her e.ne tti Iiis vieinity. She wanted very 
urgently to semre his fre-ndship, She had counted 
upon that day ni his society to do so. But it seemed 
to be his resolve to hold al. -of. f fc seemed disinclined 
to commit himself to an', ! hire,' approaching intimacy, 
and that nltitiule <.[ !u . filled her with mi.sgiving* 
Had he heynn to i<'(>r'iit of the one-sided bargain 
she asked lu-rselfl* t )r could it be that he also war 
oppressed liy shynt'ss ;■ She longeii intensely to know 

The snn was siiikin,; I.ov in the sky when at length 
reluctantly she went b.u-k to him. " It’s getting late, 
she said. “Uon'l mu think wrought to go home?” 

He was standing m the level sun-rays gariny 
sombrely down into thr valley from which already 
the mists were licyiiinm;.; In rise. 

He turned at her vcai e. and she knew he looked 
it her, thonyji ‘.he ditl nnt meet his eyes. For a 
moment or two be stooil, nut ' peaking, hut as though 
m the verge of spr-cilj; atui her heart quickened to 
1 nervous Ihrnbhing, 

Then unexpe< teilh' he turned upon his heel "Yes 
l/Hait here, won't you, while I go and fetch the 
inimats 

He went, anrl a 'harp seme of relief shot through 
ter. She was sure that he had something on his mind , 
rat, inex(>lirahlv she was thankful that he had no* 
ittered it. 
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The sun w«s droppinp; out of sight behind tin' 
opposite hill, and she was conscious of a growing 
chill in the atmosphere. A cockcliafer whirred paji 
her and buried itself in a luft of ;:,;ra s hard by, J, 
the wood behind her a robin trillnl a hi;;ii av. cot sonj, 
From the further side of the valley eainc a trails 
smoke from a cottage bonfire, and the aiTiit of ithunj 
heavy in the evening air. 

All these things she knew and loved, and they were 
to be hers for tlic rest of her Hie; j'ct her heart was 
heavy within her She turned and Ituikrtl after JtJ 
with a wistful drooping of the lips 

He had passed out of sight bchnid sorne trees, b«| 
as she turned .she heard a fnnii.di in the wood dost 
at hand, and almost sitnullannui'.ly a man emerged 
carrying a gun. 

He stopped at sight of her, and on tire instant Doris 
made a swift movement of reri'gnition. 

“Why, Hugh!" she said. 

He came straight to her, with hami outstretched, 
“My dear, dear girl !" lie said. 

Her hand lay in his, held in a clasp such a.s Hugl 
Chesyl had never before given her, and then all it 
a moment she withdrew it. 

"Why, where have you come from she said, widi 
a little nervous laugh. 

His eyes looked straight rhnvn to iicrs " I've beet 
yachting,” he said, "along Arg'vH ami .Skye I didn'i 
know till the day before yesterday alH.ut the poor old 
Colonel, I came straight b;tck rhrcctly T knew, got 
here this morning, but Iteard that you had gone to 
town. I was going to follow you straightway, but 
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.esquire w<:nil<lu-t hear of it You know what he i. 

0 I had to cnmpn.nnse and spend one night with 

Ipised D.'.rh- ''i n finding you here, 

m pleased, Dons, j.dly pleased. Fve been worried 

, death about y< nj urvrv nmved so fast in my life ” 
«Hav=n t you f rant Doris; she was still smiling a 
aall, tired snulr. Fhit wl.y ? I don’t see” ^ 

■Don’t ynnt” n.,,,1 1 ..,, 0 * shail I 
.. hitynpi of mo a, n 

ickct llul .im li.ilt afraul „f takinj your broith 
vay/ 

SheluoBlml tiit.'iin, i„,l vory “Qh, arc yon 

mr.e oyer a now leal ■ I a„. 

Hcsnnic. alno, h.n cy,... |,c„. "Well, I am 

, way. ly .-.mT ,„o la.Cy .h,, ,,,, 

ter tu, all ll..,n t>,„o I c.u|,rr, you’ve been tbinkinv 

e same, haven t >'on ^ 

“No, I don’t think sai.l Dork 
“Not? Thid’s mre of jj 

, trath neve, il, elms I l.aven’, Mo, lie, 1 ,|,e art of 

l>™l'erly. 1 enn’t ,io it even yet 

,t ,t Oa„r.e,l „,e 1, j,,,., 

rhap, 1,1 never sn.a ee.le.i in „,„lci„j yo„ „„,|or. 
md how awful y l..„llv I „a,„ , 

»k 1 neve, ,,.1,1 y„„ s„ , , 1 ,.^ 

rsranie,! that y„„ k„rw, |l„, now-enpeeially 

1 “■ »>"• )■»" ™>’e 

^ " I '* love me a.s I love 

I almost aj oMizeil gesture, and her eyes implortd 
m though she syn^ke no word. ^ 
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“ Won't you list.eo lo me just \Iiia c/iut ■■ just this 
once?" he pleaded, "My dear, I l(>ve }e(u so, I 
you enough for both if you’ll ^ailv marry lur, and give 
tiic the chance of making you hapine" 

An unwonted note of ieeling st'mele<l in his voice 
He stretched out his hand to her, 

"Doris, darling, wun't yon diuiiyc your mind] 
Fm miserable without yon." 

And then very suddenly Doris and her voice 
She s’poke with brcathk's.s ml resit v 1 lugh, don’t- 
don’t I I can’t listen tu you, I luan ied jrti Ironsidi 
this morning." 

His hand fell. He stared a,t iier as if kt ihonglil 
her mad. "You— marned Jeif Ironside! I don'i 
believe it!" 

She clenched her haiuis tightly to still her agitatiofi 
“ But iFs true," she said. 

" Doris I" he said. 

She nodded vehemently, keeping her eyes on hij 
" It^s true," she said again. 

He straightened himself up with tiir instinct™ 
movement of a man bracing him!;rlf inert a .stiddei 
strain. "But why? flow? I ditin’i even know yoi 
knew the man." 

She nodded again, "Hr helped me once when 
was out cubbing, and I went to Ins house. After that-* 
when he heard that I had nolfiing lo live on«-lii 
came and asked me if 1 would marry him And 
was very miserable becau.se mAmdy wanted me. & 
I said * Yes/" 

Her voice sank Her lips were <|uivmog 
;**'I .wanted you/VHwfh Slid, 
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She was silent. 

He bent skavly towarsls lier, looking into her eye.s 
"My clear, didn’t yon re.illy know— didn’t you under 
stand ?” 

She shcrok her head; her eyes were suddenly full 
of tears. “No, Hu;;li.’' 

Beheld out Ids iiand again and took hers. “Don’t 
cry, Dori.s! You haven’t lost much. I shall get over 
it somehow, I know \s,ii never cared for me.’’ 

She bent her he.id with some murmured words he 
could not catch. 

He leaned nc.ner. “ What, dear, what ? You nevci" 
did, did you i’’’ 

He waited ha lier answer, and at la.st through tears 
it came. “I've iieen - tniggling so hard, so hard, to 
keep myself from raring.’’ 

He was silent a monienl. and again it was as if he 
were collecting his stiengtlj for that which had to 
be endured. Then sl-iwly: “You thought I wa.sn’t 
in earnest?” he said "You thought I didn’t care 
enough ?" 

She did not answer hitn in words; her silence was 
enough. 

“God forgive me!" whispered Hugh. . , . 

There came tiir thud uf In uses’ lionfs upon the grass, 
and his hand rrlimjnr lied hers. He turned to see 
Jeff Ironside haielv ten juices away, leading the two 
animals. Very pale hut wholly collected, Hugh moved 
to meet him 

"I have just t*een learning about your marriage 
Ironside," he said. '* May I congratulate yoti?" 

Jeff’s eyes, with the red sunlight turning them to a 



232 THE ELEVENTH HOUR 

ruddy brown, met his with nbstTiti' dncvtiiess « 
he made brief response, “ \ ou are very kiiul,” 
“Doris and I are old friends,” aid 1 
“Yes, 1 know," said jell. 

Spasmodically Doris tmned and jorn.-d the two 
men. “We hope Mr. t'hcsyl w-ill cumc and seem 
sometimes, don't wc. Jell she said. 

“Certainly,” said Jeff, “when he hu'; n. Tiin^HieUct 

to do.” 

She turned to llutjli with a bnp.ht httlr i.nak. Hei 
tears were wholly tfoiie, and lir luaivellcd. “I hopt 
that will be often, Hugh,” she said. 

"Thank you,” Hugh s.itd jM.tvelv, " 'Hunk yoi 
very much.” He added, after a uu-mrut, to Jeff; "1 
shall probably be down here a tp'oti tie.d nnw. Th 
squire is beginning to feel his a;.;e. In tact, he wanti 
me to make my home with Imn. I dv.n’t jiroposctj 
do that entirely, but 1 can’t leave bun .dreie for lonj 
at a time.” 

“I .see." said Jeff, He fdaneed tmv.irds Dorii 
“ Shall we start back ?" he said. 

Hugh propped hi.s gun against a tree, and steppsi 
forward to mount her, "Su yon .still have Hector,' 
he said. 

“Jeff’s wedeJing present," she answered, still smiling 
Lightly she mounted, and for a singde numiemh 
felt her passing touch upon his shunUler. This 
Hector moved away, stepping proudly, jell wt 
already in the saddle. 

“Good-bye!” said Doris, Uitikuijj back to bin 
“Don’t forget to come and see us 1" 

She was gone. 
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Hugh C'liesyl tunu'd with the sun-rays dazzling him, 
nd gropeil I'ur his 

He found it, shuuldi-n-d it, and strode away down 
be woodland path. I li;. iaee as he went was the face 
{ a man suddenly awakened to the stress and the 
urmoil of life. 

ciiApfER vni 

THE NEW l.IEE 

'HERE was no doubt ahniit it. Granny Grimshaw 
ms not satisfied. 1 >erprr furrows were beginning to 
ppear in her alreatiy deeply furrowed face. She 
hook her head very often with pursed lips when she 
ms alone. And this despite the fact that she and the 
oung mistress of the Mill House were always upon 
xcellcnt terms. No tiifiicuUics ever arose between 
hem. Doris showed not the smallest disposition to 
isurp the old htnisekec{K*r’s authority. Possibly 
irznny Gnmshaw would have been better pleased if 
he had. -She sjient nnich of her time out of doors, 
nd when in tlie house she was generally to be found 
1 the little sitting-room that Jeff had fitted up 
sr her. 

She had her meals in the parlour with Jeff, and 
bese were the sole ucca.sions on which they were alone 
jgcthcr. If Hons could have had her way, Granny 
irimshaw would have been present at these also, but 
n this point the old woman showed herself deter- 
jined, not to say obstinate. She maintained that her 
lace was tJbe kitchen, and that her presence war 
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absolutely necessary there, a jinjiit of vi<-w whictj, 
argument of Doris’s conk! pcr .u.uie her tn relinquil 

So she and Jeff hreaklai ini, dinrd, .iml suppcdii 
solitude, and though Doras l,»‘i-.uiir yi.tdn.iHy jcjjj 
tomed to these somewhat sdmt mr.i Is, • .he iievfrrojoya] 
them. Of difficult momruts their wnr actually v« 
fevv. They mutually avoided any hut die most genKi 
subjects for convcrsati«,in. Ihil uf iutuuacy beUvea 
them there was none. Jeff had ajtparrutly drawn' 
very distinct bouiKlary-linr «.h;. !i ir ucvei (n'nnittH 
himself to cross. Hr never uitnided up,, a i,er. g 
never encroached tipmi ilie inr-mLinp die sliyl 
proffered. Once when i.!»- i.i'incw h.it hesitating! 
suggested that he siumld cune to her sitting-rooi 
for a little after supper he tefu ,cd, nut churlishly, bii 
very 'decidedly. 

“I like to have tny pipe and go to ht d." hr said. 

“But you can bring your pipe, too." slip said. 

_"No, thanks,” said Jeff, "I always .smoke int! 
kitchen or on the steji.” 

She said no more, hut went up to her roimi, am 
presently Jeff, moodily pii!iini; at his briar in tk 
porch, heard the notes of her piano ovethead. SI 
played softly for sotne little time, ami Jeil',s pipewtt 
out before it was finished a tnosl raie occurrenc 
with him. 

Only when the piano ceased diil he awake totk 
fact, and then half-savagelj* he knocked out its hill 
consumed contents and turnetl mwards. 

He found Granny Grimshaw sitanding in ti 
passage in a listening attitude, and paused to liii 
her good-night 
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i, gg you t(.i bed, IMaster Jeff ?” she said. “ My 

dear, did y*-’'* “ 

angi” 

He smiled soinewlial gninly, williout replying. 

The old woman c:uue very close to him. “ Master 
Jeff, why don’t you go and make love to her? Don’t 
you know she’s waiting for you ?” 

^ «]fg j-ij;. p” .-.aid Jril, but he said it in the tone of one 
who does not rripurr an answer, and with the word* 
very abruptly he jiar.sed her by. 

Granny (himshaw shook her liead and sighed, “Ah, 
dear!” after lus retreating luiiu. 

It was a lew days alter this that a letter came for 
Doris one morning bearing the .Squire’s cre.st. Her 
husband handed it to her at the breakfast-table, and 
she received it with a Hush. After a moment, seeing 
him occupied with a newspaper, she opened it. 

"Dkar Doris” (it said), 

“ Yon asked me to cotnc and see you, but 
1 have not tlone so as i was not suic if, after 
all, yon meant me to take the invitation literally. 
We have been friends for .so long that I feel con- 
strained to tqieak oiwnly. h'or myself, I only ask to 
goon being your fiumd, and to serve you in any way 
possible. Hut perhaps 1 can serve you l>cst by keeping 
away from you. If so, then I will do even that, 

Yours ever, 

“Hugh.” 

Something within moved Doris to raise her eyes 
luddenly. aLl m.tantly she encountered jeff’s^^^xed 
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upon her. The flush in her cheeks dre- -liefi bur 
ningly. With an effort she spoke. ^ 

“ILigh Chesyl wants to know if he may . 
see us.” ■ ' “ 


"I thought you asked him,” said h fT. 

A little quiver of resentment w.'ul thn ii-d! her' sbf 
could not have said wherefore, “He was not s^re if 
f meant it.” slie said. 

There w.as an instant’s .silenre; then h-ff did an 
extraordinary thing. He strrlHir.! mit his hand 
acros.s the table, keeping his ever, on hers, 

" Let me have his letter to answer !” he said. 

She made a sharp instinctive niovcnicnt of with 
drawal. “Oh, no !” she said, “No!” 

Jeff said nothing ; but his face hardened sonjcw-hat 
and his hand remained ot3t.sfretclird, 

Doris’s grey eyes glrnmrd, “No, she re* 

peated, more calmly, and with the wtird*; she slinpecJ 
Hugh s envelope into the bosom of her <ires,s, ** I ean’t 
give you my letters to answer imiced/* 

Jeff withdrew his hand, and began to eat his hrcalc 
fast in utter silence. 


Doris played with hers until tl,e .-.dence became 
intolerable, and then, very sudden! v and very win- 
nmgly, she leaned towards him. 

“Dear Jeff, surely you arc not ve.xed !" nhe said 

He looked at her again, and in spite of iH-rself sh» 
felt her heart quicken. <'«‘nshe 

to hto* ‘ 

For a moment he *at motionless, then abruptly be 
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grasped the hnnd. “May I say what I think he 

asked I'H’i !)hinl]y. 

“Of c\“ 'h'r , .«nf 1. 

“Then I ihuik fiom all points of view that you 
had better leave i iir-.yl alttuc,” he said, 

“Wliat du you uie.ind* Quickly she asked the 
question; the ('»?bHir llamrd in her face once luore. 
“Tell me wiiV you think liia,t!'“ she said. 

“I wuiilvl ralJicr noi/’ said Jeff. 

“ But that IS XU it iaii < •!' yon, Jeff/' she pvrotested. 

ilf relra'.ed her hand skavly. “I am sorry,” he 
md, ‘Mf I tiiorr tn \sai, 1 would say more. As 
it is-- well, 1 \oaild ratljei 

She ruse iui[>rt tu ardy. “ ^*uu ax'c very— difficult/' 
she said 

To whit'h he made answer with that silence which 
ms to her im»rc <htin ult tlian Sfwch. 

Yet later, when she v^as alone, lier sense of justice 
made her ailnnt tliat hr liad not been aitogclher un- 
reasonable. Sbe recalled the (act tliat he had over- 
heard that Iriumrly pruinuarl of marriage tlrat Hugh 
had made her m the noruMd on tixe occasion of their 
first mrrlini:* and her tai'e burned afresh as she re- 
membered cMtant iaher items of that same conversa 
lion that he mu 4 also have overheard. No, on the 
whole it was m4 surprising tlxai he did not great!;/ 
care for ilugh pt«u' Hurdi, who loved her and ha i 
so narrowly mr.sed wmiimg her for himself. 
womlered if Hugh were really very miserable. F-*; 
herself had pas'^ni ihosugb so many stages of nii»«v 
since her wedding-^^^F’ sutficient 
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ledge of herself to realize that it was the lonclinesi 
and lack of sympathy that weiyLi'ii ii[>rni ln-r most 

Her feeling for Hugh was still an ii;alcvflope[ 
quantity, though the certainty nt hi ^ !. .vc fur her hac 
quickened it to keener life. .Slie was nut even ye 
absolutely certain that he could have satisfied her. f 
was true that he had been deeply .stirrr. 1 i'< >r t he moment 
but how deeply and how la.stiug she had u.i means o 
gauging. Knowing the indolemcc of his nature, shi 
was inclined to mistrust the penn.mrure uf his feeling 
And so resolutely had she restrained her .iwu feelini 
for him during the whole length of tlnur aeipiaiutanci 
that she was able still to keep it within hounds. Shi 
knew that the sympathy between theiu wa ; funda 
mental in character, but she had often snspected—ii 
her calmer moments she .suspected '.till that it was o: 
the kind that engenders friendsluii rather t h.i n ptis.sion 

But even so, his friend.slnp was (-.■.cutiaily precioii! 
to her, all the more so for the daily loneliness uf spirit 
that she found herself camjiclled to endutr. For- 
with this one exception—she was practically friend' 
less. She had known that in marrying jeff Iroiisidr 
she was relinquishing her owti circle entirely, Bui 
she had imagined that there would he coinprimations 
Moreover, so far as society was cuiuretned, she Inid not 
had any choice It had been this or f.xtie. And she 
had chosen this. 

Wherefore? Simply and solely hn aiise jell, of all 
she knew, had wanted her. 

Again that curioms little tremor went through her. 
Had he wanted her so very badly after all/ Not 
once since their wedding-day had he made any 
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friendly overture or resjionih.'d to any overture of hers. 
They eompliii-ly stranglers now as they had 

been on the day he had proposed to her. 

A sharp little sijdi came from her. She had not • 
thought somehow that JelT would be so difficult. He 
had told lier that Ix^ loved her. She had counted on 
that for the foundation of their friendship, but no 
structure had she .■.uccreiled in raising thereon. He 
asked nothing of her, and, save for material comforts, 
he bestowed nothing' in return. True, it was w'hat she 
had bargained tor. Hut yet it did not satisfy her. 
She was not at liri ease with him, and she began to 
think she never would Hr. 

As to Hugh, she baldly knew how to proceed; but 
she finally wrote him a iriendly note, concurring with 
his suggestion tliat they should not meet again for 
I little wlale "only for a little while, Hugh,” she 
added, almost in spite of herself, " for I can’t afford to 
lose a frieml hke yvm ” 

And she riid not guess how the heart-cry of her 
loneliness echueii through the words. 

CHAPTER IX 

THK WAV TO l)K HAFPV 

It was not until 'hr week before Christinas that Doris 
saw Hufjh again They met in the hunting-field. It 
was the tint hunt she bad attended since her marriage, 
and she went to it aluue. 

The meet was sumc distance away, and she arrived 
after the start, joining the ranks of the riders as they 
wailed oulsiiie a copse which the hounds wore 
drawing. 
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The clay was chill and fjrey, SIh* did m .1 alto^ethei 
know why she went, save that the h ait Ti less at the 
Mill House seemed to bcftrnie iluil}- Isinlcr to bear 
and the longing to escape it, it niily fur a few hours' 
was not to be denied. 

She was scarcely in a sporting nn'oti, und the sight 
of old acquaintances, though they gn-en-d her kindly 
enough, did not tend to rtase iier s[urit';. 

The terrible conviction hail begun to I'row upon 
her of late that she had coiiiuiitted a great uiistakc 
that no effort of hers could ever re>iuedv, and the 
thought of it weighed her down pri pet u, illy night 
and day. 

But the sight of Hugh as he came to her .ilong the 
edge of the wood was a welcome one. Site greeted 
him almost wih eagerness, and the friendly grasp 
of his hand sent warmth to her lonely young heart. 

“ I am very glad to see you following the liounds," 
Hugh said. “ Are you alone ?” 

“Quite alone.” she said, feeling a lump use in ho 
throat. 

“Then you’ll let me take care of you,” he said, with 
a friendly smile. 

And she could but smile and thank hun 

It was not a particularly satisfactory day from a 
fox-hunting point of view. The weather did not 
improve, and the scent was niisleafiing. Tliey found 
and lost, found and lost again, and a cold dri/de 
setting in with the afternoon effectually cooled the 
ardour of even the most enthusiastic, 

Yet Doris enjoyed herself. She and Hugh ate their 

nch together under some dripping trees, and they 
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managed to make merry over it in spite of the fact 
that both fairly wet through. He made her 

share tlio sherry in tii:* flask, latighing down all pro- 
tests, treating her with tl'ie absolute case that had 
always char.u'tn thrir friendsliip. It was such 
a day as I)nns had often spent in his company, 
and the return to the old genial atmosphere was 
like the swet.-lnc'is uf a spring day in the midst of 
winter. 

It was hr wlei at length suggested the advisability ^ 
of returning Inune. “ Ihn s\ne you ought to get back 
and change/' hr sanl. It’ll be getting dark in 
another hour/' 

Her face fell. have enjoyed it,” she said re- 
gretfully. 

**you fl! come a|»ain/’ said Hugh. ** They are meet- 
ing at Kendal's (hnuer on Christmas Eve. I shall 
look out fnr vt Ht,’* 

She smiled,. *’ Wry well, I’ll be there. Thank you 
forgiving me sm h a good time, Hugh.” 

**My dear girl !” said Hugh. 

They rode togetiirr tiirough a driving drizzle, and, 
as Hugh hati predicted, the early dusk had fallen 
before they reaclied the null The roar of the wate 
soundeci indescritwbly de^wflate as they drew near, 
and I)i»ris gave a sharp, nivoluntary shiver. 

It was then tliat Hugh drew close to her and 
stretched out a hand m the growing darkness, 
*^Doris!” he said sedily. 

She put her own info it swiftly^ impulsively* **Oh, 
Hugh!'* she said with a sob, 

■ **0011*1 !** saiii Hugh gently. ** Slick to it, dear I 
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I think you won't be sorry in thn nui. 1 heV 

a good chap. Give him all yon can! It’s the only 
way to be happy/' 

Her fingers tightened conviiisiivcly n|Kai his. 5:’;e 
spoke no word. 

** Don’t, dear!" he said again very ramestlv. *Tt’s 
such a mistake. Honestly, I don’t think yotfvo any. 
thing to be sorry for. So don’t let y<uirsell he faint, 
hearted ! I know he's not a bad sort.” 

**He's very good," whispensi 

" Yes, that's just it," said iiugh. ” Su don’t ht 
afraid of giving! You’li never reyrrt it. No one 
could help loving you, Doris. Rfaueiiiher that, denr 
when you’re feeling down! You’re fust tlu- .urete^t 
woman in the world, and the man who canihln’t wor- 
ship you would be a hopeless loid.” 

They were passing over the* hridg^e that sinnined 
the stream. The road was narrow, and llirtr liorses 
moved side by side. Tlicy went over it wiiii liands 
locked. 

They were nearing the house when Doris reined 
in. " Good-bye, dear Hugh !" she said ” \'on*re the 
truest friend any woman ever had." 

He reined in also. They stia'al in itu* shadow 
of some trees close to the gate that h*d into the Mill 
House garden. The roar of iht water was all about 
therm They seemed to be isolated frruii all the world 
And so Hugh Chesyl, being inove^l beynnil Ins wcait, 
lifted' the hand that lay so confnhngly in las, and 
kissed it ' with all reverence. . 

I want you to be happy " fie said. 

, moment later they parted wiilioiil furl her words 
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on cither side, he to r<4ruce his steps across the bridge, 
she to tnrn wearily in at the iron gate under the 
drippiJig that Ird to the Mill House porch. 

She heard a utan’'; in Ironl of her as she went, 
and at the porch ^;he Imnul her Inisband. 

Jeff!’' she slightly startled. ** I didnY 
know it was you !’* 

‘TV(. Ihhui looking out for you for some time,*' he 
said, “ ^'ou must ht^ very wet/* 

“Yes, it’s rainf‘d iicarly all day, hasn’t it? We 
didn’t have nuu'ii sp<ua, hut I (*n joyed it.” Doris slid 
down into tin* hands he luTl up to her. ”Why, you 
arc wet t(}n/’ she said. “ I ladn’t you better change?” 

‘Mil take tlu‘ hui .e round first” he said. **Won’t 
you go in ?” 

She went in with a feeling of deep depression. 
Jeff's aniH>nr »:>f reserve srciiied impenetrable. With 
lagging feet she ihiithed the stairs and entered her 
*itting-rt«.un. 

A bright lire w,is burning there, and the lamp was 
alight. A little fhnlt nf pnrely physical pleasure went 
through her at the sight. She paused to take off her 
hat, then went iurw.trd and stooped to warm her 
hands at the blare. 

She was certaitdy very tired. The arm-chair by 
the hearth was invitingly near. She sank into it with 
1 sigh and chrsed her ryes. 

It must have been ten nnnutes later that the door, 
which she had left ajar, was pushed open, and Jeff 
stood on the thresbuld. 

He was carrying a steaming cup of milk. A 
moment he pauscrl a» if on the verge of asking admit- 



THE ELEVEN'I'il HOUR 


244 

tan,ce; then as his eyes fell upon young 

figure sunk in the chair, he clui.rti his ..ind came 
forward in silence. 

A few seconds later Doris f»|>enfNi hrr rvos with a 
start at the touch of his harul nn lirr siusddrr. She 
sat up sharply. ’‘Oh, Jeff, how yon startled mcl” 

It was the first time she had ever '^rrn hiiu in her 
little sitting-room, though she hail naa-e than once 
invited him thither. His prestuuf* at that mumcnl 
was for some reason peculiarly di^'t aim tinge 

am sorry,” he said, in his slow way. “ The door 
was half-open, and I saw you were asleep, i don’t 
think you are wise to sit down in your wet clothes 
I have brought you some milk and Ijrandy,** 

■ “Oh, but I never take brandy,” shr san!, collecting 
herself with a little smile and rising. ” It’s very kind 
of you, Jeff. But 1 can‘t drink it, really. It would go 
straight to my head.” 

“You must drink it,” said Jell 
He presented it to her with the words, hut Dorii 
backed away half-laughing. 

“No, really, Jeff! FI! go and have a hoi hath 
That will do quite as well” 

“You must drink this first,” said Jrff. 

There was a dogged note in his voice, and at sound 
of it Doris’s brows went up, and fier smile passed. 

“I mean it,” said Jeff, setting cup and saucer on 
the table before her. “I can’t run dm risk of having 
you laid up. Drink it now, before it gets cold ! ” 

A little gleam of mutiny slione in I )rjrin’s even. My 
dear Jeff/’ she said, very decidedly, “ I have told ym 
already that I do not drink brandy, 1 am going t$ 
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-have a hot bath and chanjjc, and after that I will 
have sonic tea. Hut I draw the line at hot grog. So, 
please, take it away ! tdve it to Granny Griinshaw ! 
It would do her luoir good." 

She smiled ag.du ^,ulld(■Mly and winningly with 
the words. Alter all it was absurd to Itc vexed over 
such a trifle. 

But to her uma/mient, Jeff’?! face hardened. He 
stepped to her, and, a , if she had been a child, took 
her by the ‘.lioiddcrr.. ami put her down into a chan 
by the table. 

“Doris,” lie .said, and his voice sounded deep and 
stern above her head, "! may not get nmdi out of 
ray bargain, but 1 tiiink 1 may chum obedience at 
least. Tiiere is not emmgli brandy there to hurt yon, 
and I wish you ttr t.ike it ” 

She stiffened at his actitin, as if she vvoiild actively 
raist; but she cnily became rigid under his liands. 

There followed a tense ami painful silence. Then 
without a word Uoris took the cup and raised it 
unsteadily ter her lips. In the same moment Jeff took 
his hands from her •■.boulders, straightened himself, 
ind in silence left the room. 


CHAPTER X 

rnittSIMAS EVE 

II was only » .small episode, but it made an impression 
upon Doris tlmt she was slow to forget. It was 
not that she resented the assertion of authority. She 
bad the fairness to admit his right, hut in a very 



246 THE ELEVEN TH HOHR 

subtle fashion it hurt her. It nwiie htu feel wore thin 
ever the hollowness of the l)ur.,wiu, tu which he had 
made such grim allusion. It wldctl, mon-over, to her 
uneasiness, making her susitect that he was fully jj 
dissatisEed as she. Yet, in face i>f the stony froni 
he presented she could not continne to proffer ha 
friendship. He seemed to have no use for it. 
seemed, in fact, to avoid her, and the old shyness that 
had oppressed her in the lie;;nming returned upon 
her fourfold. She admitted to herself that she was 
becoming afraid of the man, Tlie very sound ol 
his voice made her heart lieat thick ami hard, and 
each succeeding day witnessed a diminishing of hei 
confidence. 

Under these circumstances she withdrew more and 
more into her solitude, ami it was with something 
like dismay that .she received the news fj<>m Granny 
Grimshaw at the beginning ui Ghnstmas week that 
it was Jeff’s custom to entertain two or thiee of his 
farmer friends at supper on t 'hnstmas Eve, 

“Only the menkind, my dear,’’ said tiraimy Griir.- 
shaw consolingly. “And they’re easy enough tc 
amuse, as all the world knows, (Jive 'etn a goo<I feed, 
and they won’t give any troulilel It’s tjmte a jijb in 
get ready for ’em, that it is, but it's the only hit cl 
entertaining he does all the year round, so I don't 
grudge it.” 

“You must let me help you," Doris said. 

And help she did, protest notwithManding. so that 
Jeflf, returning from his work in the laidtile of the day, 
was surprised to find her flushed ami animated in 
the kitchen, clad in one of Granny Gritushaw’s aprotu^ 
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follmg out pivAry with the ready deftness of a 

practised past ry enuk. 

There wai; iu> disnuyy in her greeting of him, and 
0nly sIk^ ]<new that r.iidden quickening of the heart 
that invariiddy fcdh'nved Ids appearance. 

‘*Yoii didn't tell uu’ about your Christmas party, 
J^he said, “(cranny and I are going to give 
you a hig spread. 1 liope you will invite me to the 
(eastd 

Jed’s tlark fa< e flushed a little as he made reply. 
“I’m afraid \’tui w<»ulclu’t enjoy it niuch.’^ 

"But you liavcus'i iutrc»duced me to any of your 
friends yet,” she pift<‘sted. *M should like to meet 
them;* 

‘Hhn not so sure of that,/' said Jeff. 

She Kinked up at him for a moment. “ Don’t you 
think that’s rather a mrUakr?” she said. 

"Whyd’ said Jeff. 

With snnietlnng «d‘ an effort she explained. “To 
take it for grantrtl that I shall look down on them. 
I don’t want td hn*k down on them, Jeff.” 

‘Tt isn’t that ” said Jeff curtly. “But theyVe not 
your sort. They drudt talk your kinguage. I’m not 
sure that I wsin! you to mrri t!uun.” 

"Rut yon can’t keep me away from everyone, can 
you?” she said gently. 

He t!id not answer her, and she returned to her 
pastry ana king in silenre, 

But evi«leuf!y !trr words had made some imprcs* 
..sion, for dial evening when she rose, from the supper* 
tabic to Idci him a hunal good- night, he very abruptly 
reverted to the siihjecl. 
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“If you renlly ihiuk y<'^n r.n: f!if‘ racket on 

Christmas Elve, I h^i'^e you wi!! ju:n thr |uirty. There 
will only be four or five hrsiii^'s innwli. i laive never 
invited the womeivkindT 

“Perhaps by next (/hri^fni.r- I shall havr |q 
know them a littleC -’idd n»a3:, ‘Hind thruj we can 
invite them too. Thank ycui fur askin-^ uie, Jeff, f’[) 
comeT 

But yet she viewed the prsisperi witli consider- 
able rnisgivinf^S and wotiltl have f haiilo'ully forc- 
g^one the ordeal, if she Inui laU frit 'ust rained to 
face it. 

The preparations went furwan! uiitier Ciranny 
Gririishaw's gui<laruT witluMit a, hitsh, hut they were 
kept busy up to the last nuunent, anti rai the diy 
before Christmas Eve Doris a hasty note 

to Hugh Chesyl, excusing liersrlf from aitending tli« 
meet. 

It was the only tiring tc* he ricitie, fur shr could aot 
let him expect her in vain, Imt site rnp<^ttrd if later 
when at the breakfast 4 able the fn!l»aviag day her 
husband silently handed to licr f Iiigids leply, 

Hugh had written to convev Iris goctl wishes for 
Christmas, and this she rxplained to Jeff; Init he 
received her explanation in niter srlrnce, and she forth- 
with abandoned the subject. A «nou!drrin|j resent- 
ment began to burn wilirin her, What right had he 
to treat Hugh’s friendship with her m a thing to he 
. ashamed . of ? She longed in ask iriin, bill woald 
not risk an open rupture. Stie knew that if she 
gave . her indignation rein she would not be able Ki 
control it 



THE ELEVENTH HOUR 


249 


So the matter passed, and she slipped Hug^h’s note 
into her htiBuns with a sense of outraged pride that 
went witii her tliroujthoul the day. It was still present 
with her like an evil spirit when she went to her roost 
to dress. 

She had not much time at her disposal, and ihe 
slipped into her black evening gown with a passing 
wonder as to how jefl’s friends would be attired. 
Descending again, she found Jim Dawlish fixing a 
piece of mistletoe <iver the parlour door, and smiled 
at his occuiv.ition. 

lie siuiletl at her in a fashion that sent the blood 
suddenly aiul hotly to her face, and she passed on 
to the kitclien, erts't and quivering with anger. 

‘‘i.ur’, my dr.u ic, wliat a pretty picture you be, to 
be sure !” was Giamiy (.iriiusluiw's greeting, and again 
a tremor of miv.pvmg went through the girl’s heart. 
Had site made her- elf too pretty for the occasion? 

She mustered spii it, however, to laugh at the compli- 
ment, and busied hri'.elf with the final arrangementi. 

Jeff iqipearcd a few ininutea later, clad in black 
but not in evening dress. His eyes dwelt upon his 
wife for a nuunent (,ir two before he addressed her. 

"Do you Jinnd being in the parlour when they 
come in?" 

She looked up at him with a smile which she knew 
to be forced, “Are you sure I shan’t lie one too many, 

Jeff?" 

“Quite,’’ said Jeff. 

There was no appealing against that, and she 
accompanied him without furtlier word,?. 

Jim Dawlish was standing by the parlour dntr. 
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admiring his handiwork. lU jrff as he went 

by, and was rewarded by Jeff’s lira.ve*' t !-.tvnvl. 

A minute later^ to Doris'*; !uin:^!eil rrie-f and dread 
came the sounds of the fust amval. 

This proved to be a Hr, Cd anrt his son a 
horsey young man, whnm she kn-w hy 

having encountered him wlum hTlowuig the hounds 
Mr. Griggs was a jolly old f*irinrr, with a souicwliat 
convivial countenance, lie sliuok her warmly by th 
hand, and asked her how she !ikc*d married, 

Doris was endeavouring u^ ivplv it* this difficult 
question as airily as possihir when thrre more ol 
Jeffs friends made their appearanrr, ami were lirough 
up by Jeff in a group for intro<!uctn>n, theieliy rdiew 
ing her of the obligation, 

The party was now complete, and flirv ril! sat down 
to supper in varying degrees of shviifin, Doris 
worked hard to play her part as lur.tr.., but it was 
certainly no light task. Two of the last ct^merH wert 
brothers of the name of Ghuidu and from neither ol 
these could she extract more tlmn one word a! a time. 
The third, Farmer Locke, was of the aggressive, bulh 
dog type, and he very speedily anserteti himself. He 
seemed, indeed, somewhat inclined to hrowheat her, 
loudly arguing her slightest remark after a fashion 
which she found decidedly exasperating, but presently 
discovered to be his invariable habd with everyone. 
He .flatly contradicted even Jeff, hiit sfir was pkiicd 
to hear Jeff bluntly hold his own, and mi'flly admired 
him for the. achievement 

On the whole, the meal was not cpiiie sn nmeh d 
an ordeal as she had anticipated, ami she was just 
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beginnni^r herself upon this fact when 

she discovered that N’nuri;^' (Iri^jgs was ogling her with 
CQOSt unuiistakahle i.mnliarity whenever she glanced 
his way. >dhr at r>ner cut iriiu pointedly^^^^and with 
supreme drahiin, onlv to hnd his fathei/ who was 
seated on her right, dmng exactly the same thing. 

Furious indignatuui entered her sore soul at this 
second tliso -verv, an<i irt)in tlie smiling, genial hostess 
she froze into a tiiarlde statne of aloofness. But 
tongues wrre looscnnl soinewliat by that time, and 
her change of attitude did not apparently affect the 
guests, 

Mr. I.ocke c(Mitinue<i his aggressive course, and the 
brothers Cdiuhb wrre emboldened to take it by turns 
to oppose him, while t»l<i firiggs drank deeply and 
smacked lus lii^s, ami young Hriggs told Jeff anec- 
dotes in an undertone whiidi he interspersed with bold 
glances in the direition of his stony-faced young 
hostess. 

The appearaiur of jim DawHsh carrying a steam- 
ing bowl of punch sf‘emr'd to n<uds at length the signal 
for departure, and she rose frtun tlie table. 

Jeff iuitantly rose at the farther end, and she 
divined that he liad no wish to detain her. Mr, Griggs 
dhc elder, on the other Iiaud, was bud in protest 
: , *'\Vc! liavenh drunk your health yet, missis/* he 
said. 

She forced herself to smik. **That is very kind 
of yotr 1 atii sure Jeff wit! reltirn thanks for me.** 

She made it evident that she had no intention of 
remaimni:, proirsi notwithstanding, so Mr. Griggs 
arose ami turned to open the door, still loudly deplor* 
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ing her departure. Younj^ was already there, 

however. He leered at her a-; :.he ainnnached hi^j' 
.and it occurred to her tliat he w.i ■- \<-rv 

OM his leg‘$. She prepared hiiii ;e\ 
was in the very act of execulio;^^' uiifui ia- iniuie j 
sudden lurch forward, and her namd l!ie waist 

She heard him laugh with cu^rri-.r niirt-i, and had 5 
flimpsc of the bunch of tuir;flr!nr dKn!;,jHiK^^ above 
their heads ere she fiercely juibhrd hnij from her intc 
the passage. 

The next instant Jeff was brsitic hrr, and 'dicturneci 
and clung to him in desfieratioii. 

Jeff, don’t let him !'* slie cned. 

Jeff stretched out an arm to ker^n t!ir young mar 
back. A roar of laughter rose from the rrmuininj 
guests. 

“Kiss her yourself then, Jeff!” cried old Griggs 
hammering on the table. “You’ve got her under 
mistletoe.” 

“He daren’t I” said Jim Dawdish, witli a wmk. 

“Afraid to kiss his own wife!” gibed I orke, and 
the Chubb brothers laughed in tiproarimn> apprech 

tion of the sally. 

It was then that Doris became aware of a change 
m Jeff. The arm he had stretched out bn* !ier pro 
tection suddenly encircled her. He f.itmt his fact 

to hers. 

They shant say that!” he inutfereHl wiidct tiii 

breath. 

-She divined his intention in an iinianf, and a wild 
flame of anger shot up within her Thi*i was howk 
'treated, her confidence ! She made a swift effot 
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t0 wrcticJi hrr!-rlf ffoni him, then, feeling his arm, 
■tighten to frir-;lra!r hrr, slir struck him across the face 
in frantic im li.niat inn. 

Again a mar ttf laup;hlfr arose behind them, and 
then very siuldenly r*hr forgot everyone in the world 
bat Jeff, har it was as if at that, blow of hers an evil 
spirit had taken swift possrssifm of him. He gripped 
her hands with ^wsvage strength, forcing them behind 
her, and r»o liulding* her. willi eyes that scared her 
soul, he ki*’*f'd her passit >natrly, violently, devour- 
ingly. on facf‘ and neck and throat, sparing her not 
a whit, till in an a.gtmy of helpless shame she sa„nk 
powerless iri hi'^s arms. 

She Iteart! apaiij the jeering laughter in the room 
behind h«*r. but hrtwtsai lierself and Jeff there was 
terrible silem/r, fill abruptly he set her free, saying 
curtly, “ Ynu hrmiglu it on yourself. Now go 

Her knees wne sliaking under her. She was burn- 
ing from liead to hnU, as though she had been wTapped 
in flame. Hut with an edbat she controlled herself. 

She went in ntler silence, feeling as if her heart 
were deail willdn her, mounted the stairs with grow- 
ing weakness, found afu! futtthle<l at her own door^ 
catered at hist, and sunk niert upon the floor, 

rilAri'KR XI 

MtmNma 

Christmas tnonnng lirokr with a sprinkle of snow, 
and an icy wind that blew from f!ie north, promising 
I heavier fall ere the day was over. 
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Jeff was late in drsceiniin^^ aini hr •■.■nv (hat the 
door of Doris’s room was oiKai as }jc [-a sed. Hg 
glanced in, saw the ro«>iii uas rnipty, and entered 
to lay a packet that he carried en lK‘r <hf‘ssingdablc 
As he did so, his cye‘s fell upnn an rnvt'lupe lying 
there, and that single glance rtnealed ihr tad. that it 
was addressed to him. 

He picked it up, and, turning\ i as! a. !^rarciung [qqI^ 
around the room. Acro;;s the md of thr grrut four, 
poster bed hung the black lair gown she had worn 
the previous evening% but the bed itself was im- 
disturbed. He saw in a monumf that it hsid lUit Uen 
slept in. Sharply lie turned \n the ei;\rhipr in Ls 
hand, and ripped it oixm. Soiunlmig bugLt rolled 
cut upon the floor. He sto|\| '^rd it with his Hot. It 
was her wedding-ring. 

An awful look showed for a luianent m Irflhs eyes 

and passed. He stooped and pukrd np the rin<(; 
then, with a species of deadly tumpnsurr iiiiu’f terrible 
than any agitation, he took otU tbr Irttrr that the 
envelope contained* 

It was very short— the first Irtfrr that hIic had ever 

written to him, 

** Dear Jeff/’ it ran, 

** After what happened last lught, I do not 
think you will be surprise,! to hear flat I feel I cannot 
stay any longer under your roof. I have fried lo be 
friends with you, but you would nol have it so, and 
now it has become ijuile impossible for me to go on. J 
am leaving for town by the first train I ran rairh. I a 
going to work for ay living, and some day I %hi 
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hope to maki; f>;o<»ci to you all that I know you have 
spent on my 

"Please do ni't imii^dne I am going in anger! I 
blame ni}'sfll lui-rc tluin I lilarne you. I never oqght 
to have inarried yiui, knowing that I did not love you 
in the ordinary way. Hut this is the only course open 
to me now. S( > » h i -liyc ! „ 

Jeff Ironside loukoil uji from the letter, and out 
across the grey lueailows. His face was pale, the 
square jaw ahsulutcly rigid; but there was no anger 
in his eyes, only the inm of an implacable determina- 
tion. For seve-ral scruuds he watched the feathery 
snow-flakes ilriflmg over the fields; then, with 
absolute ste.uiine;.;,, he returned both letter and ring 
tothecnvelii|«-, pi. u ed them in his pocket and turning, 
left the nioin. 

Granny tlruu .haw met iiim at the foot of Uie stairs. 
“Oh, Master Jeft,” siie said, "I am that worried. We 
an’t find Mrs. Iniiiside,” 

Jeff paused an iu.t.uit am! turned his grim face to 
her. “It’s all rigid, (Iianiiy. I know where she is,” 
he said, “ Keep the brrakf.iHt hot 

And with that hr was go«e. 

He drove out of thr )-ard a few minutes later in his 
dogcart, aiuliled in a great coat with the collar up to 
his ears. 

At the Rtafioii, I JoriH s.at luiddlcd in a corner of the 
little waiting riuim cutmling the dreary minutes as 
she waitetl for her train, No one beside herself was 
going by it. 

She had wiitke. ! acrcisi the fields, and had made a 
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diiour to leave a note at the iur 

could not leave Hugh in .nu'e* I'f h-rr ,nliua 
She glanced ncrvoicJv fir* w -a ->,! her wrist, 
Yes, Jelf probably knew br tirr, nair IIkw wash 
taking it? Was he very autp'v ih:! luAy 
see how impossible \m had :n;uU^ hr*r lib* uiili 
Restlessly she aru:-.e and want tt* ’lir w l\ 
had begun to snow in r.rr.r !, Lb' ;i d was af 
blurred and grey with the lab. ^ 

again. Her feet were hkr ue < Lilly hd 

thoughts turned to that dav in SrpU’.'.b 'fM' vdirri Jej 
had knelt before her and drawn ^ nanitJv tjQot! 

before the great open iue A welled yj 

within her and her eyes iilVd with q«n l., jj 

only he would have Ciun.rntfai to be hn fniaul Sh 
was so lonely— so lonely ! 

There came the souuii of wltrr!-; t!if road 

and she turned away. Kvidrnfiv \'>nir^-ur else wa« 
coming for the train. A hide tiruu^r uf nriinilba 
went tl'jrough her. WouItJ the tr^mi nr\-er i/'t.ancL 
The wheels stopped behae tlie \f atn at iU • r, Some- 
one descended^ and there fulluwrd flir Miami of a 
man*s feet approaching her rfiieat. A band was laid 
upon the door, and she brac^rti herelt tu rnm a 
possible acquaintance. It opened, aiu! %!ie -daiucd up, 
"Oh, Jeffr^ she sairl 

He shut the door trehind him and iaine forward 
His face was set in dogged, iinvirhbii)^ hnr . 

■ "I have come to bike yon backL be *aii! 

She drew sharply away fremi him 1 bn, ik li$t 
thing she had expeclecl. 

Desperately .she faced him. " I rarbt rc mie with vii 



TllK EI.KVENTH hour 


257 

Jeff,” she said. “My mind is quite made up. 
I am very sorry for cver)i.hiiig, especially sorry that 
you have taken the truiilile to follow me. But my 
decision is quite unalii'ralile.” 

Her hn'ath i;aine fast as she ended. Her heart was 
throbbing in thick, heavy strokes. There was some- 
thing so implacable in liis attitude. 

He did nut speak at once, and she stood before 
him, striving with all her strength to .still her agita- 
tion. Then <inite calmly he stood back and motioned 
her to pa';s him. “ Whatever you decide to do after- 
wards,” lit; saJtl, “you inu.st come back with me now. 
We had better start at once before it gels worse.” 

A qtiiver td anger went thnnigh her; it was almost 
a sensation of hatred. She remained motionless. “I 
refuse,” she saiil in a low voice, her grey eyes steadily 
raised to his. 

She saw his black brows meet, but he gave no sign 
of impatience. “ Ami 1 insist,” he said .stubbornly. 

She felt the blood rnrding from her face. It was 
to be open ronflirt, then. She collected all her resolu- 
tion to oppose hint, for to yiehl at that moment was 
out of the question. 

It was then, while she stood sttmmoning her forces, 
that there came to her e.vrs the distant hum and throb 
of an apprttaching train. It was coming at last A 
porter ran past tlie window that looked upon the plat- 
form, annoiincittg its approadt with a dismal yell. 
Doris straightmird and turned to go. 

Jeff turned also. An orid light sprang up in hi* 
gipsy eye.s He went straight to the door ere she could 
teach kickttd it, and withdrew the key. 
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That fired Doris. Her ft ni|). r,;n<' went in , 
single instant. “Jeff," she ext i.iiur.-ti, “ liuw djff 
you ?” 

He turned to the dingy wimltw e.verluoking tin 
line. “You compel ine," lie ;,;t!d. 

She sank back impoteii! iig.mi ,t the lalilr. Ht 
stood staring grimly forth, filhng the \viii,!,,-,v wiihliis 
bulk. 

Nearer came the train ami ne.in-r. Itnris felt tli( 
hot blood drumming in In-r br.un. .S* imethirig that 
was very nearly akin to frem'v enteted mtn her, 
stood up with sudden, firree resi ilntn m. 

“Jeff,” she .said, “I will imt br kept iirrr .ig,iinsi 
my will! Do you liear? I will nut ! fnve me that 
key !" 

He took no more notice td the tdnini.uid tlmn if it 
had been the buzzing of a tlv. iin; .itteulion appar- 
ently was caught by something otp.Mde Me li-aneii 
forward, watching intently. 

Something in his attitude cheeked her wrath at its 
height It was as thougli u ct'ld li.nid had Iwen laid 
upon her heart What was it he w.e; h » iking at Slit 
felt she must know. As the li.;.;; thundeml into 
the station she went to his side am! looked forth 
also. 

The next moment with a shock that w.e, physical, 
she saw the object of his intere-.t. I Inj;!) f hesyi, with 
a face of grave perturbation, was •.i.imlint: the 

platform, searching this way and that It w.is evidnit 
that he had but just arrived at the station, aud in a 
flash she divined the reason of his cotumg. Quilt 
obviously he was looking for her. 
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Sharply wilhdrcnv hrrsdf from the window, and 
in the sajuf' nHHUf'i'jt' Jrll also turned. Their eyes met, 
and Dtuis lirr lu-L.atli, 

For it ^vas ai-i il a sword had pierced her. In a 
single, h!incliia.r instant of revelation she read his 
thought, anil sluan’ htaror lield her silent before him. 
,She stoaid <is <Hie jiaralv/ed. 

He did not uilcr a word, simply stood and looked 
at her, with e\a-*i grown devilish in their scrutiny. 
Then very HuddeTily and terribly he laughed, and 
flung nuind on hi*-; lu^el. 

In that imaant 1 iwn /,, pcavers returned to her, tirged 
by appalling^ ucHvsLity. S!m sprang forward, reached 
the cloor, st‘t hrr haok again st it, faced him with the 
wild couragu^ of agoni/ing fear. 

jelf!” site panted. “What are you going 

todo?‘^ 

The tniin had tsune to a statKhUiIl There was a 
commotion of voices and running feet. Jeff, fUill with 
that awful h'‘*k in his eves, stuorl still 

‘'Yiui will miss vuiir train,** lie said. 

‘’Wimt a.re yon gtung in do she reiterated. 

He smilcHi a gn'tng dnsudful smile. “I am going 
to you til. Voai can go ormv Your friend Chesyl 
can follow by tlir next tram -when I have done with 
him.** ■ 

He had the key in In's hand. He stooped to insert, 
it in the lock, But swiftly she caught his wrist. ** Jeff, 
stop— stop !** she gasped; and, as he looked at her: 
*H*m ncit going aw'av now V* 

He wrung his hand free ** You had better gO'—for 
your own sake B* hr said. 



26 o 


THE ELEVENTH HOUR 


She flinched in spite of her.;elf frmn the blazing 
menace of his eyes, but ut-. r:, .u v 'amrred he, 

She stretched out her arm., i'.ttt I-: Hii' 

“ I won’t ! I can’t ! Jeff J f : ft a 1 ! r;i ven’s sake- 
Jeff’!” Her voice broke in wild entir.ity. He had 
taken her roughly by the shoulders, pnding her from 
his path. He would have put her fr.-.m hmi. hut shi 
snatched her opportunity am! clan;; tn him fust wiih 
all her quivering strength. 

He stood still then, suddenly rigid, “1 have warned 
you!” he said, in a voice so ilerp with p.i'siori thit 
her heart quailed and ceased to lx-.ii “ ! rt me go!" 

But .she only tightene<l her tretiibhng huld, “Yon 
shan’t go, Jeff ! You sharj’t insult Hugh ( hesyll He 
is a gentleman !” 

" Is he ?” said Jeff, very bitterly. 

She could feel his every iimi.. le stmng and taat, 
ready for uncontrolled violence Vet i.t ill w;i li her puny 
strength she held him, for she dared not let him go. 

" Jeff, listen to me I You must listen ! Hugh is uy 
very good friend— no more than that, Hr has codm 
here to say ‘Good-bye.’ 1 lei; a note f. u him on my 
way here, just to tell him I was gnin;;. He is my 
friend — only my friend " 

“I don't believe ytm," said Jeff. 

She shrank as if he had struck her, but her handi 
•till clutched his coat Slie attempird no furtb 
protestations, only .stood with hn white lace lifted 
and dear eyes fixed on his '1 he red hte titat sbiif 
fiercely back on her was poweih-ss to subdue lis 
steady regard, though she felt a-, thiiugh it srareW 
her through and through 
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From the plntfcirm came the shriek of the guard’s 
whistle The train was departing. 

Doris hcarci it go with a sick sense of despair. She 
knew that her lil aai y went with it. As the last carnage 
pas.se'd she sp<ikc again. 

“ I will go hack with you now.” 

“If I will take you hack,” said Jeff. 

Her hands chuiclied upon his coat. An awful weak- 
ness had h(>gmi to assail her. She fought against it 
desperately. 

Someone tried tin- handle of the door, pulled at it 
and desisted. Siie canghi her Ijreath. Jeff’s hand 
went out to open, hnt !,he shifted her grasp, and again 
gripped his \%Ti,'U, 

“Waitl Wait!” she whispered through her white 
lips. 

This time lie did not shake her off. He stood with 
bis eyes on hers an<i waited. 

The man on tlie (>tlier side of the door, evidently 
conchuling that tlie waiting-room had not been opened 
that day, gave up the attempt and pas.scd on. With 
straining rar.s Doris listened to his departing foot- 
steps. A few seconds later she saw Jeff’s eyes go to 
the farther window. Her own followed them. Hugh 
Chesyl, dad in a long g'rey ulster, was tramping away 
through tlie snow. 

He passed from sight, and Doris relaxed her hold. 
Her face was white and spent. "Will you take me 
home?" she s.tid faintly. 

Slowly jefl'.s eye.s fame hack to her, dwelt upon her. 
He must have serti the exhaustion in her face, but his 
own showed no softening, 
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He spoke at last stern! vo*;!"! r:'r':a i:- Jrry. "n 
I take you back it must fx’ rai a nanara! S Yq^' 

tell me this man is no t- y. -i ts.'u a iru-iul I 
am even less. Do you tlnnk I will la* ,o fK^i 

that ?” 

**1 have tried to make yon mv t: i.-'iioi/' - iir ‘laitl. 
“And you havt* iknlrd," he uial “Is*;,. ,11 i fr!! you 

why ? Or can you gtiesH 
She was silent. 

He clenched his hand*-, he-.! ,!;y;:o ♦ 

“You know what ha.|'‘|xuird vr ‘ 

had nearly happenrtl a hund^r'i; Uiur' iT-a-'e 1 
it back till it got too strati ; tei iMr, '-ne tiaaj,j!e(i 
your friendship befure me ti!' ! w.^'. or/.hv mad with 
the want of ycni, Viui haoi lieorr ii<ur ^tiered m* 
nothing at all tlnin fliat.” 

“Oh, Jeff !“ she said 

He went on, heeilleio. iff fe|n.aa!:i'!i„ ’* [i ||;|j| 

to this with me, fricndsluja, it li ca-yu-. at, all, mtisl 
come after. You tell rue Lhr’.vl i !at ui Ever. Dc 
you deny that he has ever nan ir L .\r lu y* d* 
“Since he knew of my maniagr never sk 

said. 

“Yet you ride home with luni m tlir d.uk iiarid k 

hand said Jeff. 

The colour fiametl in her f.ne arid n ■ wjftly did 
“tiugh Chesyl is not rnv hwrr/* “dif %4id pmudly.. 
“And you eK|,m;t roe to triirvr *’ he aiii 
do“ 

He ga^ed at her wifhoiit juiv,. "V,'U will onh 
secure my belief in yci«T he saitT “by filing lonif 

as my wifeT 
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• A .qirai shiver went through her. She stood silent 
“As IHV uiie/’ lu^ ivpeated, looking straight into her 
face with r;yt's thii! c.oinjJtlled. She was trembling 
from head oi ii'itt. 1 wailed a moment, then : '‘You 
would soiauT run away witli tiugh Chesyl?’* he asked 
very bitter!\a 

Shc'cr ja'iin ilmvit her into speech. “Oh, Jeff,” she 
cried pa.: si(»na,trly, “ don’t make rne hate you 1” 

He st;ir!(‘d a! tliat as iu% animal starts at the goad, 
and in an instant la- tijuk lier suddenly and fiercely 
by the sliMuldta*-;. '* iiat<- me, then! Hate me!” he 
said, aud ki .«’d ln*r again savagely on her white, 
panting lips a > hr ha<l ki,::.sed Iier tlie night before, 
shovviu;f m 1 luru y. 

She <iid not r<-'a .t liim. Her slrength was gone.. 
She Intntf qmvmng’ m hir> arms til! the storm of his 
passion had passes! aisr», I hen : “Let us go!” she 

whisptTes i. '* 1 rl ns r f “ 

Hr leitMsfsi her slrwiy and turned to open the door. 
Then, sc’rmg that sht^ muvrd unsteadily, he put his 
arm ahunt ln*r, •aipporf her. So, side by side and 
linked t<»g(*tlHU', went out into the driving snow, 

<d!Ain*KR Xll 

AS NIGHT 

Doris was msolv fainting with cold and misery 
when they stopped at last before the Mill House door. 
All the prrvunis lugii! she lutd sat up listening with 
nerves on rdg^ig and hati finally taken her departure 
iii the early iiioiiriiig wnlioul fr»od. 

.. When Jeff iiiinrd to help her down she looked at 
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him helplessly, seeing him thrntigli u drifting mist 
that obscured all beside*.-,. He r.uw lirr weakness ^ 
a single glance, and, niou.Miig the ntep, took herb 
his arms. 

She sank down against his sirenbb-t. “Oh Jeff,] 
can’t help it,” she whispered, through hp-, that wstt 
stiff and blue witli cold. , 

"All right I know," he said, and f.,r the first time 
in many days she heard a note ul kiiulne.ss in his 
voice. 

He bore her straight thmtigli to the kitclieri, and 
laid her down upon the ohi o.tk settle, pist as he had 
done that day in September when hrst he Itad brought 
her to his home. 

Granny Grimshaw, full of tender solu itiHle, caot 
hastening to her, but Jeff intervened. 

“Hot milk and brandy- -quit k !" he orilercd, and 
fell himself to chafing the icy fingers. 

When Granny Grimshaw brought the tnp, he took 
it from her, and held it for Dons t» drink ; ,itid then,; 
when she had swallowed a lilile an«! the hluod was 
creeping back into her face, he tr«4i tiff her hunts and 
chafed her feet also. 

Granny Grimshaw put some bread into the milk 
while this was in progress and maxed I Juris to finish 
it She asked no questions, simply treating herns 
she might have treated a lost chihl who liad strayed 
away. There was a vast fund of wis*ii-iii in the old 
grey head that was so often shaken over the follieiol 
youth. 

And, finally, when Doris had a litllr m-uvercisk 
went with her to her room, ami hrljwtl her to bed 
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where she tucked lier up with her own hot-water bottle 
and left her. 

From sIhmt rxhnnstion Doris slept, though her 
sleep was lujl a happy one. Long, tangled dreams 
wound in a. ceasehs^s * la-ocession through her brain, 
and through them all she was persistently and fruit- 
lessly striving to ptu'suacle Jeff to let her go. 

In t!ie lat<‘ afternncui she awoke suddenly to the 
sound of men’s voiees in the room below her, and 
started up in iiameh‘SS f(*ar. 

“Were you wanting anything, my dearie asked 
Granny (ilrimshaw, IVom a clmir l)y the lire. 

“Who is that talking she asked nervously. 

“It’s MmUor Jolt' ;u!d a visitor,” s;ud the old woman. 
“Now, (huj’t vtui btuher your head about theml I’m 
going along !<» yr\ vuu some tea.” 

She husllod awav with tlie words, and Doris lay 
bade, listrinni.^ with every ra^rve stretched. Her 
husband’s deep voice was unmistakable, but tlic other 
she coiihl mU inguish. Only after a while there 
came the *'omu!s of na wrment, the opening of a door. 

When tim! happemed she sprang swiftly from the 
bed to hor ttwn dtioTr, and softly opened it. 

Two men ’Ufu)d in the hall below. SUp|)ing out on 
to the landing, she Iratied upon the banistexs in the 
darkness and h*okrt! down. Even as she did so, a 
voice she kmnv well came up out of the glooin~a 
kindly, well bimi vnit-r that spoke with a slight drawl 

'*!' slumldnh lie duwiiheairted, Ironside. Re- 
fficmlier, no one is rornereii so long a.s he can turn 
round and go back. It’s the only thing to do when 
you know you’ve taken a wrong turning,** 
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Doris causlil breath, l irr lin;;rrs gripped tin 
black oak rail. She listctietl in n(;ifl expcrtancy fci 
Jcfl'’s answer, But no answer came. 

In a moment linjm’s vout came ai;ain, still caln 
and friendly. “I’m Rmn:.; away <lnivt!v. 'I 'he Squirt 
has been ordered to the Senth lor the rest of tk 
winter, and I’ve promised tn ;pj witli him. I suppost 
wc shall start some lime next week. May I lookij 
and say ' Good-bye ' ?” 

There was a pause. The .m the landing; abovi 
waited tensely lor jeifs an A%rr It came at las 
slowly, in a tone that was not mifncudlv, htit wind 
did not sound spontaneom;. " V< m rmn ih > as you like 
Chcsyl. I have no objeetion.” 

“ All right then. Goud-itye for tlie present ! I bp 
when I do come I shall find that all’s well All willb 
well in the end, eh, Jeff ?" 

There was a touch of feeling in the question tha 
made Doris aware that tlie speaker had gripped he 
husband’s hand. 

But again there was a pause befi ue the answer ram 
heavily, it seemed reluctantly, " Yes, it’ll be all rigb 
for her in the end. Good-bye !" 

The front door opiened; they went out into th 
porch together. And Doris slijiped b.n k tn her rouni 

Those last words of her !nr.!<and‘s i.uig strange!] 
in her heart. Why had he put if like ih.it f 

Her thoughts went tn Hugh dear and faithh 
friend who had taken this step on Imr brli ilf, Wht 
had passed between him and her hiisbam! during thi: 
interview in the parlour ? She longed t« ■ kuuw 

But whatever it had lieen, I! ugh h.id rmcrgd 
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victorious. He had destroyed those foul suspicions 
of Jeff’s. He had coiujuered the man’s enmity, over- 
thrown his passiuuatc jealousy, humbled him into 
admitting himself to he in the wrong. Very curiously 
that silent admission of Jeff’s hurt her pride almost 
as if it had he^n <jn her behalf. The thought of Jeff 
worsted by Hugh Lhesyl, however deeply in the 
wrong he might he, was somehow very hard to bear. 
Her heart ached for the man. She did not want him 
to be humhled. 

When (irnnny (Irimshaw came up with her tea, she 
wa.s half- dressed, 

•• I couldn’t sleep any longer,” she said. “ It’s dear 
of you to take stich care of me. But I’m quite all 
right. Dear (Iranny, forgive me for giving you such 
a horrible Christmas Day !” She bent suddenly 
forwar<l and kissed the wrinkled face. 

"My dearie I My dearie!” said Granny Grim- 
shaw. ^ 

And then, e.xactlv how it happened neither of them 
ever knew, all in a moment Doris found herself folded 
dose in the old woman's arms, sobbing her heart out 
on the motherly shouUlcr. 

“You .shouldn't cry, darling; you shouldn’t cry.” 
murmured Gratmy Grimshaw, softly patting the slim 
young form, "It would hurt Master Jeff more than 
anything to have you cry.” 

“No, no! Hr doesn't really care for me, I could 
bear it better if he did,” whispered Doris. 

" Not care for you, my dearie ? Why, what ever can 
you be thinking of?" protested Granny Gnmshaw. 

"He’s eating his very heart out for you, and ** verily 

iC 
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believe he’d kill himself snoiK-r th;ui ninkc you®, 
happy." 

‘‘Ah! You don’t utulcTstaml,’’ Huris. ''H( 

only wants — material ihiiij,;';.’' 

“Oh, my dear, rny dear,’’ -..lid Ci.iiuiv (Irirashaw, 
“Did you suppose that a man ever li\n! wlui coaM 
love a woman without ? W'r'n- limuau, (h-ar, the very 
best of us, and there’s no tyttiut' out of it. Besides, 
love is never satir.fird with half inea-,nres” 

She drew the ^,'irl down into the eh. nr iu-fore the fire 
and fussed over her teixierlv till '.hf jnew calmer. 
And then presently she slipped .iw.iv 
Doris finished her tea slowlv w ith her eyes on the 
red coals, then rose at leii'ph to contume her dressing, 
As she stood at the table tw-istmiy up her hair, her 
glance fell on a small [Jacket that lav there. 

With fingers that trcinbleti a bttlr Hie opened it 
It contained a .small object wrapjie.i m a sliji uf paper. 
There was writing upon it, whu h nhe denphered is 
she unrolled it. “ For my wife, with all inv love, Jeff," 
And in her hand there lay a slender gold ring, ex- 
quisitely dainty, set with [jearls. A quick tretnot 
went through Doris. She guessni that it had be- 
longed to his mother. 

Again she read the few simple w<ird-i . they seemed 
to her to hold an appeal whirfi the m.ui htiir.elf codd 
never have uttered, and her heart ipuvcied m response 
as a finely tempered instrument vibrates to a sudden 
sound. Had she never understood him <* 

She finished her dressing with impulsive haste, and 
with Jeff’s gift in her band turned to leave the room, 
Her heart throbbed violently as she tlescended 
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What would his mood be when she found him ? If 
he would only be kind to her! Ah, if only he would 
be kind ! (Iramiy Grimshaw was lighting the lamps 
in the hall ami j)ar!our. 

“Everyone’s out but me,” she said. “Master Jeff 
and I generally keep house alone together on Christ- 
mas night. 1 don’t know why he doesn’t come in. He 
went out to see to the horses half an hour ago. He 
hasn’t had his tea yet.” 

“I will give him his tea,” Doris said. 

“Very well,” ;.aid Granny Grimshaw. “I’ll leave 
the kettle (Ui fur you while I go up and dress.” 

Doris went into the parlour to wait. The lamp on 
the table was alight, the leaenps ready, and a bright 
fire made the room cosy. -She went to the window 
and drew aside the curtain. 

The snow had ceased, and the sky was clear. Stars 
were beginning to pierce the darkness. 

Slowly the minntes crawled by. She began to 
listen for his coming, to chafe at his delay. At last, 
grown nervous witii suspense, she turned from the 
window and went into the hall. She opened the door 
and stepped out into the porch. 

Still and starlit lay the path before her. The snow 
had been swept away. Impulse seized her. She felt 
she could wait no longer. She slipped back into the 
hall, took a coat of Jeff's from a peg, put it on, and so 
passed into the open. 

The way to the stable lay past the mill-stream. On 
noiseless feet she followed it. The water was deep 
and dark and silent. She shivered as she drew near. 
In the stable beyond, dose to the mill, she saw » 
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light. It was moving tnwaids hrr. hi a raomcntii 
discovered Jelfs face .ihuvr u, and v\ as it someth' 
she actually saw in the face, nr was it an illnsj 
created by the swinging lantern he,- lieart gjyj 
sudden jerk of horrur, Intr u was to her asifsj, 
looked upon the face of a dead man. 

She stood .still in the shadow uf a weeping wiUo, 
arrested by that look, and watdird him i ome sig,,] 
forth. 

He moved heavily as one dnvm by T'atc, puUjj 
the stable door to ailrr him '! ho. he tums 
to lock, then stooix-d, stili with th.it face « o 
a death-mask, and dehlinaielv rxtiuguishcd hi 
lantern. 

Doris’s heart jerked again at the ;n tmn, and ever 
pulse began to clanumr. Why did hr pul out th 
lantern before reaching the Imu-.e i* 

The next moiiicnt she he.itd hrs htufslcp.!, slowai 
heavy, coming towards tier. The jiath wmmd alo^ 
a bank a couple of feet ab.-ve the mill-siinun. H 
approached till in llte liarkness he had tirath* rcacha 
her, then he stopped. 

She thought he hmi ritsteriieil her, but the njj; 
moment she realized that he had nut, f Ic was facini 
the water; he seemed to lie staring aimss it. Ant 
even as she watched he took another .step iirairi 
towards it. 

It was then that like a* llashligb! irapmg fromlij 
brain to hers she realiwd what hr wa, .dh.ut to do 
How the knowledge eante to her she ktiew not bal 
it was hers past all disputing m that single s«xd 
of bhndmg reve»aiie«. And just as that morning oh 
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had been inspired to act on sheer wild impulse, so noNv 
arithout an instant’s pause she acted again. She 
iprang from her hiding-place with a strangled cry, 
ind threw her arms about him. 

“Jeff ! Joff ! What arc you doing here?” 

He gave a great start that made her think of a 
frightened animal, and stood still She felt his arms 
grow rigid at his sides, and knew that his hands were 

denched. 

“Jeff!” she cried again, clinging faster. “You — 
you're never thinking of - of that?” 

Her utterance ended in a shudder as she sought 
with all her strength to drag him away from the icy 
water. 

He rcsi.sted her doggedly, standing like a rock. 
“Whatever I’m thinking of doing is my affair," he 
laid, shortly and sternly. “Go away and leave me 
alone!" 

“I won’t I” .she cried back to him half-hystcrically. 
“I won’t! If if you’re going to do that, you’ll take 
me with you ! '* 

He turned rountl then and moved back to the path. 
“Who said 1 was going to do anything?” he de- 
manded in a voice that sounded half-angry and half- 
ashamed. 

She answered him with absolute candour. “I aaw 
your face just now I couldn’t help knowing. Oh, 
Jeff, Jeff, is it as bail as that ? Do you hate me to 
badly as that ?- 

He miKic a movenirnt of the arms that was curi- 
ously passionate, hut he did not attempt to take hof 
into them. " I <lon’t hate you," he said, in a voic* 
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that sounded half -choked. “ I love you - .so liorribly" 
there was a note of fcrncily in the luw spoken words^ 
“that I can never know any pra(<- without you. Auj 
since with you it is otherwise, wii.it imicdy is 
You love Hugh Chesyl. \'«u only want tu be frettj 

marry him. While I ” 

He broke off in fieriT iiapotenre, and began tc 
thru.st her from him. Hut she hold inm f.ist. 

“Jeff — Jeff, this is madnrsv i isten to me! Yo[ 
must listen! Hugh and ! ai<- iiirnds, and wt 
shall never be anything more, jrit, k-t me he wift 
you I Teach me to love you ! V. ni can if imij wii 
Don’t— don’t ruin both our liw, 

She was pleading with him p.o.'.i. u.mIcIv, std! hold, 
ing him back. And, as she pleaded, she readied u[ 
her arms and slowly clasped Itis ru-ek, 

"Oh, Jeff, be good to me be giHi.i t,, me mst tbii 
once! she prayed. I ve ni.oie *.fu ii ,i iiideous tnis* 
take, but don’t punish me like tlu*. ! I sw^.ir if yot 
go, I shall go too Theie’li he nothing left to livi 
for. Jeff— Jeff, if you really love me, %p.ur me tiiis!" 

The broken entreaty went into agmn/rd sobbing 
■yet she kept her face upraised to hr, Instmetivelj 
she knew that in that eleventli hour slm must offer aS 
she had. 

Several moments throhlied away, .‘^he brjpm to 
think that she had failed. And then veiv suddenly 
he moved, put his arm abtuit her, led her .iwav 
Not a word did he utter, fait there was eoiufortiii 
the holding of his arm. Slie went witli him with the 
curious hushed sense of one wlio stands on the thr» 
hold of that which is sacred 
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CHAPTER XIII 
A farmer’s wife 

Two eyes, old but yet keen, peered forth into the 
wintry night, and a grey head nodded 3-pprovingly, 
as Jeff Ironside and his wife came in silence to their 
home. And then the bedroom blind came down, and 
Granny Grimshaw sat down cosily by her bit of wood 
fire to hold a strictly private little service of thanks- 
giving. 

Downstairs into the raftered kitchen two people 
came, each holding each, both speechless with a 
restraint that bound them as by a spell. 

By nature the woman spoke first, her voice no more 
than a whisper. “ Sit on the settle, won't you ? Fm 
going to get your tea." 

His arm fell from her. He sat down heavily, not 
looking at her. She stepped to the fire and took the 
empty tea-pot from the hob, then light-footed to the 
dresser for the tea. 

He did not watch her. For awhile he sat staring 
blindly straight before him. Then slowly he leaned 
forward, and dropped his head into his hands. 

Not till the tea was made did she so much as glance 
towards him, so intent to all seeming was she upon 
her task. But when it was done, she looked at him 
sitting there bow:ed upon the settle, and very suddenly, 
very lightly, she came to his side. 

“ Jeff !" she said. 

He neither moved nor spoke. 

She laid a shy hand on his shoulder. “ Jeff 1 " Her 
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voice was pleading and rnthrr In-rathi^ss, as thoug| 
she would ask him to boar with is rr. "1 want to thant 

you so much so very niuch—inr yimv ^ ’hnstmasgift 

See ! Fm wearing it/* 

She slipped her hand down into his, so. that hthtli 
it pressed against his dn't^k. Hr uu wordTtil 

against her finger?< she felt a qnivrr. 

She bent'- over hun, gpowing IhilHrr 
want you to give me liac'k luy wedding ring.” 

He did not stir or answer. 

” Please !*’ she win. S|u*rrr|, “ Wor/t vrai 

And then dumbly, keeping Ins f.n r Inihien, he. dreiit 
her hand down to his breast poi ket 

it there?” she whis|irreti. ” ,Mav I fake it?” 

Her fingers felt for and frunid wimt iliry sought 
Her hand came up again, wearing flie ring. Anc 
then, with a swift, impiilsivr movniirnt she knell 
before him, clasping his twr* wrists. 

“Jeff— Jeff, will yoU' will you fry fo fiugpvf me?' 

There followed silence, but vrrv strainpdv no mis 
giving assailed hen She strove with g'eiitle insistcnci 
to draw the shielding ham is ;twa,y 

At first he resisted her, and fhei'i very stidthmly h 
yielded. His hands went mit to tier, !us iie.id droppd 
forward upon her shoulcier. A strangled sub shod 
him. 

And Doris knelt up with all her WfunanN coropaS' 
sion leaping to his need and rd.isprd her warm aras 
ibont him, holding him to lier heart. 

That broke him, broke him uiterlv, so fliat fori 
while no words could pass between tfirm For Dons 
was crying too, even while she siiught to Ciimfort. 
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But at last, with a valiant effort, she checked her 
tears. “Jeff- darlin*^, don’t let ns be so — so silly 
;hc murmiired, with one ciuivering hand laid upon 
ns head. “ Wt‘’ve i^ot all we want— both of us. Let's 
:orgct it all ! Let’s h«*gni again 1” 

He put his anus around her, not lifting his head. 

“Can’t wcj'“ she said softly. “I'm ready.” 

He spoke at last hrlow his breath. “ You couldnff t 
^oiNl never forget what a brute I've been.” 

She turned her head rpiickly and laid her cheek 
oLgaiast his forehead. “ .Shall I tell you just how much 
[am g<uug to rrinriiiher?’' 

He was ‘;ilrnt, hrr«ithing deeply. 

“Just this.” she said. “That you love me — so 
[Xiuch-**that you isin't do without me, and that you 
were willing give your life— for my happiness. 
That is what 1 am goitig to remember, Jeff, and it 
will be a very prreious memory. And I want to tell 
you just one little thing before wc go any farther 
It’s about Hugh- 1 don’t love him in the way that 
you and I count love. I did very nearly for a little 
while. But tlmt over. I don't think— 1 never have 
quite thought- that lie is altogether my sort, or I his 
Jeff dear, you l^rhevc that 

“Yes," sai<i Jeff. 

“Thank you/’ she said simply. “I want .you to 
try and Indirve me always, because 1 do tell the truth 
And now, Jeff, Bve got to tell you that Fm dread- 
fully sorry fiu’ the way IVt treated you. Yes, let me 
say it,” hr made a cpiick movement of protest “ It's 
true Fve treated ym abominably, mainly because J 
didn't uiKlerstaiidi I do uxidcrstand now. You— 
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you’ve opened my eyes. < 'h, jeit, thriT;'; God the 
were opened even at the e!i-’,'cii! h !n .in I What should 

I have done if— if ” She Iin.he ..({ -.viih a shivw 

and then nestled to him hke .1 .hih!, .e, ihuujjhthat 
were the end of the arrnniirnt. “And now I'u 
going to be such a good wjfr !<> vnn," ‘J.f whispered 
“to make up for it all, 1 .dw-nv; wanted to be a 
farmer’s wife, you know, Mnt you mm.! help me, i.| 
will you?” 

"I would die for you," he Im; head still bent 
as though he could not wlmllv tim.t himself to look 
her in the face. 

She gave a funny little tremiilmis l.imdi, "Yes J 
know. But that wouldn’t be a bit ,.f ,p„,d, y'ou 
would only break my iieart, Vnn (h m't want to do 
that, do you ?” 

" Doris !" he said. 

“Why won't you call me Dot ?" 

“Dot!" said Jeff very seftlv 
That s better. Again her voice (puverefl upoai 
laugh. Her arms .slackened from his shunhicrs, and 
instantly his fell away, seitim; her fire. Slie rose to 
her feet, yet lingerer! a meunent, brmimg slightly over 
him, her eyes very iiright. 

But Jeff did not move, ami with a half sigh she 
turned away. “Would you hke to c.ury tlte tea-pot?" 
the said. 

He got up. 

And you can hang up this roai of ytHirs" she 
added. "I’ll come in a moment." 

She watched him go in his slow, ■.jiong fashion; 
then for a few still seconds she stmui quite tense witi 
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hands tifjhtly pnppt^d together. What passed within 
her during tliose iiKunents only her own heart ever 
knew, how nuieh of longing, how much of regret, how 
much of earnest, quivering hope. 

She followed him almost at once as she had 
promised. 

The parlour-door was open. She came to it in her 
light, iinpetuou.s way. She halted on the threshold. 

“ Jeff 1” she .said. " Lome here !" 

She reached out her hands to him — little, nervoui 
hands full of imrjiosc. She drew him dose. She 
rai.sed her lip.s to his. The mistletoe dangled above 
thcii heads. 

"Will you kiss me, Jeff ?” she whispered 

He stooped, half hesitatingly. 

Her arms stole about his neck. “You needn’t — 
ever— he afraid to kiss your own wife, dear,” she said. 
“I want your love just in the ordinary way — the 
ordinary way." 

He held her to him. “ Dot — Dot — forgive me !"* 

She shot ik her head with frank, fearless eyes raised 
to his. " It was a had bargain, Jeff. Forget it 1” 

“And make another?” he suggested. 

To which slie answered with her quick smik. 
"Love makes no bargains, Jeff. Love just gives — 
and gives- ami gives.” 

And as his lip.s met hers he knew the wondrous 
truth of what she said. For in that one long kiss she 
gave him all she liad. And love conquered, just ia 
the old, sweet, ordinary way. 
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TUK HkUH- 

“And that IS tlie aia jor’s hridr ? Ali, wh.i! a puyi" 
The soft, Irish eyes of Mrs Ralrij,;!!, ihr surgeon’s 
wife, looked acrass the ballnsuti with a very ral 
compassion in their ^^rry lirpihs 

“Pity!” said yomig; Fiinirr, ihr suiuiltern who 
chanced to be at that nuunriit in attendance upon 
her. “It’s worse than that, it's a nu uetritiiN shamt! 
She’s only nineteen, you know . and iie f, twenty yean 
older at least." 

Mrs. Raleigh sighed, 

“You have met her, Phil," she s.utl "I am goiuj 
to get you to introduce me 1 ei m, jpi arrt.ss toherf 
Mrs. Raleigh was greatly behord by all stibahetna 
Her husband’s faungalnw was oj>rti to tlteni day ind 
night, and they took full iidv.uii.n;e ..f hict. 

It was not that there was aiiMlung jiartictilariy 
brilliant about the surgeon's wile, Imt her ready 
sympathy made her a genera! favnnrite, and her kind- 
ness of heart was known to be wjual to the severe# 
strain. 

Therefore, among the boys of the regiment she vM 
supreme, and the expression of her lightest whl 
generally provoked a jeabtis sitramble. 

a?* 
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On the present occasion, however, young Turner 
did not display any especial alacrity to serve her. 

“There’s such a crowd round her; it’s difficult to 
squeeze in edgeways,” he said. “I shouldn’t trouble 
to go across yet if I were you.” 

Mrs. Raleigh laughed a little and laid her hand on 

his arm. 

"So yon don’t like hovenng on the outskirts, Phil," 
jhe -said. 

He frowned, and then as .suddenly smiled. 

“rin not the sort that cares to fool with a married 
woman,” he declared. “ There goes Devereux to swell 
the throng. I say, let's go and have a drink !” 

She laughed again as she rose to accompany him'. 
Phil Turner was severely honest in all his ways, and, 
being goinl wcjiuan, she liked him for it. 

Nevertheless, though she yielded, her eyes still 
dwelt upon the girl in bridal white who sat like a 
queen among her courtiers. The dark head that was 
held .so regtilly erect caught and chained the elder 
woman’s fancy. And the vivid, careless beauty of 
the face was a thing to hear away in the heart and 
dream of in solittuic. For the girl was lovely with 
that loveliness which even the most grudging must 
ackntiwledge. She shone in the crowd that sur- 
roundeti her like a rare and brilliant flower in a garden 

of herbs. . 

Phil Turner’s arm stirred with slight impatience 
under Mrs. Raleigh's hand, and she turned beside hirm 

"There w notlimg like a really beautiful English 
girl in all tlie world," she said, with a smile and 
another glance in the britlc’s direction. 
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Yoimg Turner gruritecL and ^hr ^.;avr liis arm j 
slight shake. 

“You don^t deceive ineC she Haid. ** Yon admin 
her as much as I do. Now hr la air. u !“ 

He looked at her for a maiurui niutidiiy. Then-^ 

“ YesC he said abruptly, “ I do adnure her. Rut 
for the major, I think he’s thr hiyr.y.st fool on thii 
side of the Indian Ocean, and that's saying a gooc 
deal/' 

Mrs, Raleigh shook- heu’ hr.iti aa if ^hc desired tc 
disagree. 

*‘Time alone will prove/' she sviicL 


CIIAPThdi II 

THE iiMirua;in:>'vM 

"It’s been lovely,’’ said tlie hjidr .S!ie Ic.uit hack in 
the open carriage, gazing wuh wide, .•h.irined eyes 
into the vivid Indian lught “And I'm not a fait 
tired,” she added, "Are ymi 
The man beside her tiid m-t instantly reply. H, 
was a man of medium height, dark and lithe and 
amazingly strong. It was n..t his It.dut to spcjk 
much, but what little he said w.n. n .ii.dlv \ery Riuch 
to the point It was his custniii in m.i .k his ffelings 
so completely that very few h.td the sm.dlrst inkling 
as to his state of mind, 

He was considered a hard man in his regiment, 
but he was known to be a splemiid soldier, and chiefly 
for that reason he was respected rather tiuin disliked 
ut the kindest critic could not have rallefl him either 
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popular or attractive. And the news of his marriage 
in Eni^land had lallen like a thunderbolt upon his 
Indian acqnaintaiices, for he had long ago come to 
be rcga.r(ic<i among them as the last man in the world 
to conimit such a lolly. 

The full extent therecd had not htm apparent till 
his return to his regiment, accompanied by his bride, 
and then as om* man the whole mess had arisen and 
condemned Inm in no measured terms, for the bride, 
with all hrr <‘nt ranciug beauty, her vivacity, her charm, 
was etui anil V a startlin?,); contrast to the nian who had 
wedded lier a contrast so sharp as to be almost pain- 
ful to the ( >nltM »krrs, 

She lier.s(*lf, Imwcver, seemed to be wholly unaware 
of any im'ongruity. Perhaps she had not seen enough 
of the world to fee! it, or perhaps she was wilfully 
blind to the tlun;;;s she did not desire to see. 

In any c'asr her face, as she lay back in the carriage 
by her huslsimi’s sisle, expressed only the most 
complete amtrnt mriit , 

** Are you tired, h'ustace?'' she a.sked, as he did not 
hasten to reply to her first question. 

he ansvvfu<*d, “not tired; but glad to be 
going back 

“Ynu’vr berm Intrcdf' she said quickly. **What a 
frightful pity ! VVhv t\\d yon stay so long?'' 

Again he paman! before replying, and she drummed 
on Ins knee witli her fingers with slight impatience. 

had a notion;' he said, in his quiet, unhurried 
tones, “lliat my wife wouk! have considered it rather 
hard lines to In* dragged away while there was a .single 
man left tri <i;tiitT with." 
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The bride snatched her frt-ji knee witlj 

a swiftness of action that cnuiil iu-.r.liv ii?' mistaken 
He have been siKvikio-.^ in f:ni, but, (‘Ven so n 

was ail ugly jest. More p;. ■: !m,! umant tli( 

stini:^ that his words coiiveyrd. ,>,v, -j > ^ deiicatf 

knee-cap that had ooce brru Npho.frifd ;iv a Ijulk 
and still at times ^[^ave him tr- tioh*. \! \p>r Tudor wa< 
a non-dancer. Wlmtever hi^ mr.iouuy thr reja^rl 
came upon her flushed tntmnTo hkr !he u \‘ t lull 
the dawn, dispellin^y dreams, 

arn sorry,” she said, witii all tfie !:!a..*:,te of youth 
^H'hat yon sacrificed yum!,r!!' iilro,*.f lor.. f }| 0 pj 
you will not do so atytin X-w fh.at 1 a,m married 
I do not need a chapenai. 1 camld tpi:!e well retim 
alone.” 

It was childishly spoken, tm! ihrri me was a diild 
and the admiration she had rtiioysefi thrrui..hoiit th 
evening had slightly funird hrt lie.u:,! lir^ <iid aoj 
reply to her speadn Indc’eii, n was .rs if he 
heard it. ../Vnd her mdii"|natn.»ti int nitiieti I liere wsi 
not another man of her aa|mumani r who would havi 
treated her with a like lark of ronrfr-.v ! hd iie think, 
because he was lier inisfiand, toaf uhr bfhuj,yrfi to hiuj 
SO completely that he could hehuvr o* hru' rvjcfly afjks 
saw fit? Perhaps. She did imf ktmv. inm very well; 
nor apparently did lie know her h'or during tlic 
brief six weeks of their marriet! Idc -Jm had hmi 
little shyi a little constraiiifch m hin But 

her^success had, as it were, imsharklrT! hn Without 
hesitation she gave her ferliiigs tlir trui 
T Do you consider that I am nut to fr ttmtni f sk 
asked him sharply. 
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“ I beg your pardon ?” 

There ^ surprised interrogation in hia 

voice -'^be did not look at him, but she knew that 
his eyebrows were raised, and a faint — quite a faint- 
sense of misgiving stole over her. 

“I asked if you thought me untrustworthy,” she 

said. 

“Oh!” 

He relapsed into silence again, and she became 

exasjierated. 

“Why don’t you answer me?” she said, with quick 

impatience. 

He turned his head ileliheratcly and looked at her; 
and again she tingled with an apprehension which no 
previous won! or action of his had ever justified. 

“llnjirofitahle questions,” he said coolly, “like ill- 
tinied jests, are bet ter left alone. 

It was the fir-it intentional snub he had ever admin- 
istered to her, and she (juivered under it, furious but 
impotent. All the rvrmng’s enjoyment had gone out 
of her. She was conscious only of a desire to strike 
back and wound him as he had wounded her. 

She did not utter another word during the drive, 
and when tiiey reached their bungalow— the daintiest 
and most Inxtirious in the station— she alighted with- 
out toiK'liing tlie hand he nfferet! her. 

Refreshments awaited them in the dining-room, and 
the bride swept in ami helped herself, suffering hei 
doak to fall from her shoulders. He picked it up 
and tlirrw it over a chair. His dark face was quite 
composed and inscrutable. He was not a handsome 
man. but there was something undeniably striking 
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about him, a strenj^li} <4 prr.niiahtv lii;!! made hiuj 
somehow foroucl;il>l(*, I'hr ird *nitl uniform ^ 

wore served to ern|dmsi/<‘ tlif- 54 should 

which his hei.i^'ht did rmt jic.tiiv, ll,- u.is a splendid 
wreslifT rhert- was ii.il a niaii ui ti.f tiicss whom Ik 
could not throw. 

Yet to liuisc wilt) kiK-w hiii! l.'i-- !, hr. seenicd 

to lie less in what lie d*td tijan n; v. has i;,. p.f't undone. 
His restraint was the secret i.j ht:, p.avcr. 

Perhaps his yoiini; wife frit tin I mi n. i) withstand, 
injr her utmost elfort s.he knew her rl( t,, he at a 
di.sadviinta^p-. She set d- wi, hei ,,f .sherbet 

unfinislieti and turned tu ilie d.-,.i It v.,,.-, .y, ^|. 
move, but he was ready ior it. iien.ie she leachedit 
he was wriitin,i' with the handle m iu , ioasp. ' 

“(loins; to lied, Audrrv ?" he asked pfr.ively, "Good. 
night!” 

His manner did not heit.iv tlnit he was aware oi 
her displeasure, yet somehow s.he wa'i ijuitr tamvinced 
that he knew. .She [laiised for a sen aid, and iheiiiwitli 
he.i head heiti high, she sv,is about tij pa*,*, him wilhoat 
an answering word or glame. lim to her atmaement 
he stopped her, his hand upon her aim, 
“Good-night!" he said again 
She faced him then in a blare of p.r.sion, with white 
cheeks and flaming eyes. But .r. she met his look 
her heart gave a sudden tlnmip of fnght. and in a 
second her resistance had crundded aw.iy. Up Jid 
not speak another word, hut hm look compelled. Un> 
deniably he wan master. 

Mutely she raised her face fur hh km-., and he kisMd 
her. 
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“Sleep well,” he said. 

And she went from him, subdued and humbled, to 
her room. 


CHAPTER III 

AMID THK RUINS 

'■* 

“Do let us get away somewhere and enjoy our- 
selves !” 

Audrey sjioke in a cjihck undertone to the man 
nearest to her. It was three weeks since her arrival 
at the Frontier Station, and she had settled down to 
the life with the ease of a born Anglo-Indian. Her 
first vivid enjoyment of its gaieties was a thing of the 
past, but no one sus|H‘ctfii the fact, her husband least 
of all. She had not, as a matter of fact, been much 
with him tltinng those three weeks, for she had struck 
up a warm friendship with Mrs. Raleigh, and in 
common with all tiic younger spirits of the regiment 
she availed herself fully of the privileges of the latter's 
hospitality. 

On the present occasion, however— -that of a picnic 
by moonlight at the crumbling shrine of some long- 
forgotten holy man — Mrs. Raleigh was absent, and 
Audrey was btrred. She had arrived in her husband’s 
ralli-car, which he had driven himself, but she had 
speedily drifted away from his side. 

There was an element of perversity in her which 
made her resent the feeling that he only accompanied 
her into society to watch over her, and, if necessary, 
to I'eep her in order. It was not a particularly worthy 



286 


THE PLACE OF HONOUR 


fcding, blit certainly there was sennet hing about bj 
attitude that fostered it. 

wShe gucsstxl, ainl rightly, that. l)nt for hrr. he woulfj 
not have troubled himself to attend these ssM-iaj 
ings^ which he obviously enicn'erl sn little, So when 
having deliberately and witli mn-uinevous intent giveu 
him the slip, she awoke stuldmlv to tlie fad: that be 
had followed and was standing ne.ir hrr, Audrey be. 
came childishly exasperated and sri/ed the* first 
means of escape that (offered 

The man she addressed was onr of the Ira^n mthusi. 
astic of her admirers, Imt this dot ntu trioiblr her at 
all. She had been a sfioilt fluid all her hfr, and sfig 
was accustomed to make m-e of ^tlirrs without 
stopping to ascertain tluMr inrlinai s 
Phil ''Funier, however, was l)v nu means unwilling 
to be made use of in this way. Idie huv was a gently 
man, and was as chivalrous at heart as !ir w,u:i iionat 
. He turned at once m response in lier tpuck wlrisper 
and offered her his arm, 

“There’s an old well at tim bark v4 the rnirU fie 
said. “Come and see it ! Mint! ih-r *aniies 
“That was splendid of yond she \aid approvingly 
as they moved away tugetiin, “Are you always so 
prompt? But I know you're not I slionldiH hm 
asked you, only I took ymi for Mr rtevn-fiix. You 
ai-e very like him at the hack..** 

Never heard that befnre!** bf respriiidfd lihiiillyj 
“doa’t believe it, either, if ymi wrl! foripve my iif 
mg.soA' 

She laughed, a merrv, ringing laugh 
“ Oh, don’t you like Mr ! hvnmn f 
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"Yes, he/s all Phil seldom spoke a disparag- 

ing word of any of his comrades. ** But I haven’t the 
smallest, wisli to hr lila^ lumC he added, 

Aiidroy latii^hed at him again, freely, musically. 
She found tins y<mng officer rather more entertaining 
than the rest. 

They read us i the other side of the shrine. Here, 
in a dehris of stunt*;, and weeds, there appeared the 
circular luotith of an old well, forgotten like the shrine 
and huig disustrd. 

Audrey cxamiiusl the edge with a fastidious air, 
and finally sat <io\vu on it. The place was flooded 
with moonlight, 

"I wisin 1 w(‘re a man,’* .she said suddenly. 

** Good i leavens ! Why ?” 

He asked tlie cpiestiori in amamnent. 

"I sliould like to l>e your ecjnal/* she told him gaily. 
‘T should like to do atul say to you just exactly what 
Ilikeci** 

Phil consitlered this seriously. 

^Wou can <lo ht>th without being my equal,** he 
itmarked at length in his Ifluntest tone, **that is, if 
you care to condescend^ 

“Goodness!” lauglied Audrey. ”Thafs the only 
pretty thing I have ever heard you say. I am sure it 
must be your first alleinpt. Now isn’t it ?” 

He laughed. 

“And it wasiPt struily honest,” proceeded Audrey 
daringly. ” Ycni know you don’t think that of any 
woman uiidcf the miii,” 

He did not emit rad ict her. He had a feeling that 
ly was fiK)Iifig him, but somehow he rather liked it. 
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What about the wnjjien uiulcr the in(')on ?”h^ j 
“ Perhaps they are diUen-nt.” ' 

She nodded merrily. 

“Perhaps they are,’’ .she (uiue.it-d. “ ( Vrtainlv rt 
men are. Now, you are ahunt the ^'tod!nest'pCTs..! 
know by daylii-lit or laiuphtdit, exeept ' exccpt-^l 
She stopped. "No, I don't mean that !’’ she said w'tk 
an impisli smile. “ TiH-re n. no exi ej m, ,n ' ' ” 
Phil was frowning a little, but he l,„,ked reli«,J 
at her amendment. 

“ Ihank you 1" he saiii, !.nr.|uely. “l shall neve 
dare to come near yon aftei ilmi ” 


. - — - ■.o;:;:rsu-el. with ft j 

miiiudent audacity ut a chihi 

What reply he would ti.ive m.tde to that piece of 
nonsen.se he somctiii)e.s wondejed alte! w.utls, hut cit- 
cum.stanccs prevented his maknij; any. The words 
had only just pa-oed her lips when she sprang to her 
fm j,.h . wfl,l shriA „t I, 

With frantic violence. 

“A snake!" she cried, "Take it uw.iy | Take it 

away ! ^ Ifs on iny wrist I** 

Phil Turner, though ymms;. w.,.. ar. m iomed to keen 
his wus about him, ami. h, dc.lv h„ ti,. ,,„i. her agon 
did not scare them away. He had sr./ed her arm il 
a fierce grip almost hefuse i.rr frrnr.rd appeal wa, 
uttered. A small snake was coded round her wrist 
and he tore it away with his free liand. riot caring 
how he grasped it, He tneri to ilmg ihr thing from 
him, but .somehow has fmki ujKm it was not sufficient 
Before he knew ,t the creature had shot „p his sleeve 

i. he next instant he had shaken if ^wn again wifii 
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a muffled curse and was trampling it savagely and 
vindictively into the stones at his feet. 

“Are you hurt ?” he asked, wheeling sharply. 

“No,” gasped Audrey, “ no ! But you ” 

“Yes, die little beast’s bitten me,” he returned. 
"You sec — ” 

“Oh, where, where?” slie cried. “Let me see^ 
Quick, (piick ! Something must be done! Can’t yo'n 
suck it ?” 

He pu.shed up his sleeve. 

• “No; can’t get at it,” he said. “It’s just below the 
elbow. Nevermind; it isn’t serious !” 

He would have tweaked his sleeve down again, 
though he was pale under his sunburn. But Audrey 
stopped him, holding his hare arm between her hands. 

“Don’t he a fool!” she gasped vehcgiently. “If 
you can’t, I can - and I will !” 

Before he cotiUi stop her .she had stooped, still hold- 
ing him fast, and put her lips to the tiny puncture in 
his flesh, on which scarcely more than a speck of 
blood was visible. 

Phil stiffened and stood still, every nerve rigid, as 
if something had transfixed him. At last, hurriedly, 
jerkily, he spoke : 

“Mrs. Tudor- for Heaven’s sake! I can’t let you 
do this. It wasn’t poisonous, ten to one. Don’t! I 
say, Audrey— please don't !" 

His voice was imploring, but she paid no heed. Her 
lips continued to ciraw at the wound, while he, half- 
distracted, l>ent over her, protesting, scarcely con- 
scious of what he saiti, yet submitting in spite of 
himself. 
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There came the sound fd rminiii'.f and lit 
^^ucssed that her scream had {dven t.hc alarm 
stood up with mirit;!ed aj,;iiati..u .-ind relief, and ai 
instant later was face to face w'lth her liu .liand. 

“1 — couldn’t help it!” he stammered, “It was j 
snake-bite.” 

People were crowiiin;' round them with question 
and exclamations. Hut Tudor jj.ivr utterance to 
neither. He only put Ins hand on lu , wife’s shoulda 
and spoke to her. 

“ That will do, Audrey," he said. " There’s a doctoi 
here. Leave it to him !’’ 

At his words Autlrry straiuhteiird herself, quiver, 
ingt all over; and then, utmeived hy sheer horror, sbo 
put out her hands with an unconscious, gropinj 
gesture, and_^ fainted. 

CHAP I K U IV 

A MOKNINU t'AI.I, 

Audrey had been an only girl at home, and had rta 
wild all her life amongst a host of brothers. She had 
seen next to nothing of the world previous to be 
marriage, conserpiently her knowledge fif ns ways wai 
extremely slender. 

That she had grown up headstrong iu,il extremely 
unconventional was scarcely to lie wiuulrred at 

It had been entirely by her own chmte that she bad 
married Eustace Tudor. She hml just awakened to 
the fact that the family nest, like the fatndy purse, was 
of exceedingly narrow dimensions, and a passion k 
ocploring both mentally and physically was hers 
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They had met only a couple of months before he 
'vas due to sail for India, and his proposal to her had 
been necessarily somewhat precipitate. She had 
admired him wholelieartedly, for he was a soldier of 
no mean repute, and the glamour of marriage had 
done the rest. Site had married him and had, for 
nearly six wet'ks thensafter, Ixten supremely happy. 
True, he had not made much love to her; it was not 
apparently his way, hut he had been full of kindness 
and consideration. And Audrey had been content. 

But, arrived in that Indian Frontier station where 
all the world was gay, she had become at once the 
centre of attnu'tion, of a<lmiration ; and, responding 
to this with girlish zest, slie had begun to find some- 
thing lacking in her huslmnd’s treatment. 

It dawned njicm her that, where others worshipped 
with open devotion, he did not so much as bend the 
knee. And, over and above this serious defect, he 
was critical of her actions and inclined to keep her in 
order. 

This made her ratkless at first, even defiant; but 
ihe found he could master her defiance, and that 
frightened her. It made her uncertain as to how far 
it was safe to resist iiim. And, being afraid of him, 
she .shrank a little from too close or intimate a com- 
panionship with him. 

.She Itild herself that she valued her liberty too 
highly to part lightly with it; but the reason in her 
heart was not this, and with all her wilfulness, her 
dhildish self-suffiriency, she knew that it was not. 

On the morning that followed the moonlight picnic 
•he deliljcrately feigned sleep when he arose, lest he 
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should think fit to prohibit hrr twrly ride. She 
had not slept well after irer In :h: ; l-iiit she had^ 
a project in her niind, and slir Inib/ ur.Mni to carry 
it out 

She lay chafing till his leaooL brats told hej 
that he was leaving the house Itrlund ium; t lien she, 
too, rose and ordered nwn !:-ir-.e 

Phil Turner, Iraggard auri «if’prc- rri after a night 
of consideralde pain, was sit'ong np tn 1 -rd with his 
arm in a sling, drinking tea, whrn a |ri!t,\v Mih,gterii, 
who whlh two nt.luu'H shared slir la:ui;a!<>’A” with hint, 
entered, dnilfairessecl and ded'u^vellet i, with t lie as- 
tounding news that Mrs. 1 udrr wa-.. waiting u) the 
compound to know how he wsis. 

Phi! shot, upngfjt in ania/rMienI, 

‘Xood Heavens, man ! Sire hriordf he ejaculated 
His brother oificer nocLled, gnniujig, 

‘‘Wliat's to be done? Send oui wi.aal that you’re 
still alive though not too clnrpvp and would she like 
anything to drink on die veianda ? 1 can’t go, you 

know ; Fm not liressed.” 

“Don’t be an ass! Clear iint and aemi me my 

bearer!*^ 

Phil spoke with decision. Sniee ^frs., Tudor had 
elected to do this extraorriinary tiring, it umh not for 
him to refuse to frdlow her leatl. He was too far in 
her debt, even had he desirefl to du sn, 

His bearer, therefore, was degiafched with a conn 
teons message, and when Idnl mined t!ie veranda a 
quarter of an hour later he foniui her awaiting hi 
there* 

'“This is awfully kind of youT he said, ask 
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grasped her outstretched hand. “I was horribly put 
out about you ! You are none the worse ?” 

“Not a mite,” she assured him. “And you? Your 

arm?” 

He made a face. 

“Raleigh was with me half the night, watching 
for dangerotis symptoms; but they didn’t develop. 
He cauterizetl niy arm as a precaution — a beastly 
busine.ss. lie hasn't been round again yet, but I 
believe it’s better. Yes, it was a poisonous bite. It 
would have been the dratli of me in all probability, 
but for you. lie told me .so. I—I’m awfully obliged 
to you ! ” 

He coloured deeply as he made his clumsy acknow- 
ledgements. He did not find it an easy task. As 
for Audrey, site ptit out licr hands swiftly to stop 
him. 

“Ah, tlon’t !” she said. “You did a far greater 
thing fin me.” .She shuddered and put the matter 
from her. " I’m sure you ought not to be uii,” she 
went on. ”I shouldn’t have waited, only I thought 
you might feel Inirt if I went away after you had sent 
out word that you would see me. I think I’ll go now. 
Good-bye!" 

There came the jingle of spurs on the veranda, and 
both started. The colour rose in a great wave to the 
girl's face as she saw who it was, but she turned at 
once to meet the newcomer. 

“Oh. Eustace,” she sriiti, "so you are back already 
from the. parade grmiml !” 

He did not show any surprise at finding her there. 

“Yea; just returned,” he said, with no more than 
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a quiet glance at her fli.ishr*(j face, 
Phil ? Had any slctq) ?*’ 


" ^ iow are yoj, 


“Not much," Phil uwiHHi, with unmi'-.iak.ihle eta 

barrassment. “But Ralru/'ri sa\-s Fin not j* 

... « , V b w uie 

this time. It was fifooci ot you ami Mrs. Tudor— to 
look in. Won’t you have ' < luieUnuj' .> That b? 
beast Travers isn’t dressed yet !’’ 


"Oh, yes, he is!” said Travers, appr.uju|r at thjt 
moment. ‘Til punch your head for vou, luv 1™ 
when we’re alone I llulln, M.iio.r' {'oinetowtht 
interesting invalid? You'll li.ivr some hicakfast 
won’t you ? Mrs. Tudor will (uiiii .att tor us " 


But Tudor d«tclined thrii ho ,|.iia!i! v hrietly bof 
decidedly, and Audrey wa.s o!)!!;,;fi! to sufiport him 
Travers assisted her to mount, exurr .' nr; his regret 
the while; and when tliey weir gour tir lurned round 
to his comrade with a grin. 

“The major seems to l>r in a gem.,! mood thii 
morning,” he remarked ” Had they arranofti tn 
here?” “ ™ 


But Phil turned back into tlie tnuv-ndnw with j 
heavy frown. 

"The major's a bungling h..,.! !" tie bitterly. 


ClfAPTKR V 

THE tIARHIbK 

Tudor was very <|uiet and pre ociatpied during 
breakfast, but Audrey would ma uotu e it , and wlioi 
at length she rose from the table .,he hud her fmgen 
for a second on his shmihler lu ,i p.is ,u.>; . atrss 
He turned instantly and louk her !».ro>l 
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“Just a uKiiiirnt, Audrey !” he said gravely. 

She stopped unwillingly, her hand fidgeting in- 
effectually to lx; free. 

He rose, still holding it in a quiet, strong grasp. 
He was frowning slightly. 

“ I only want to say.” he said, “ that what you did 
this morning was somewhat unusual, though you may 
not have been aware of it. Plea.se don’t do it again !” 

Her ditx'ks 11 allied, aiui she met his eyes defiantly. 
She left her hand m iiis rather than prove her weak- 
ness, l)ut tjnite i.uddenly she was trembling all over. 
It was a moment for asserting her freedom of action, 
and she tuliy meant to do so; but she was none the 
less afraid. 

“I was aware of it,” she said, Speaking very quickly 
before his look could disconcert her. " But then what 
I did la.st night was unusual, too. Also what Phil 
Turner fhd for me, You— you don’t .seem to realize 
that he saved my life !” 

“I think you discharged your debt,” Tudor 
returned, with a certain dryness that struck her un- 
pleasantly. 

“What else could I have done?" she demanded 
itormily. “ If you had been m my place-^ — ” 

He sto[»i>ed her. 

"I was not discussing that," he said. “I have ncA 
blamed you for that. Under the circumstances, you 
did the liest thing jxjssible. But I can’t say the .same 
of your conduct this morning; and since you knew 
that what you tiid was liigiily unconventional, I blame 
you for it, I huiic you will be more careful iir the 
future." 
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Audrey was chafing openlv hc'lLrc he 
You treat me like a clnhl,” ;-hr Isn *k<' m, the instant 
he paused. **Yoii don’t pivt* mt* rredit fur- any 
ment or discretiun of my own.” 

He raised ins eN’ebrow:,. 

“ I'hat is Iiardly renrokaldc,” he said. 

Site snatdicd her hand from hue a! Led too cxas* 
pcrated for llie moment to cair what she did or how 
she did it. 

is reinarkabkF i^he (ieelarfs!, !if*r vt.me quivering 
with wraiii. “It— it’s intolerahlr. And there s some- 
thing else that struck mr as osnaikahle, t<H>, and that 
is that you don’t think it %v,it!h uinle rwu to thanh 
Phil for— for sa%hng my life hi a inqin i think yon 
might have expressed a httlr goit it udr, even— ^ven 
if you didn’t feel it.” 

The bitter wvu'ds were ut tric'd hrhire she realized 
their full bitterness. But iLie ini:,uiirni s'lre liad spoken 
them slie knew, fur his fare mid her. 

A deal! silence fedluwrd her emt burst, and while 
it lasted she was casting aimm wddlv smue means 
of escape other than hemllong fiighf. Him, as if he 
read her impulse in tier eyer*, lif* im.)vcd at last and 
turned aside. 

She did not hear his sigh as she niadr her escape, 
o-r even then sim miglit have s«, a!ed the barrier that 
divided them* and foumi lifyond u 4 briim thing than 
the freedom she prir.ed so higlilv 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE CONFESSION 

“Come in and sit down, Mrs. Tudor! Mrs. Raleigh 
isn’t at home. But she can’t be long now. I have 
been waiting nearly half-an-hour.” 

Piiil Turner hoisted himself out of the easiest chair 
in the Raleighs’ drawing-room as he uttered the 
words, and advanced with a friendly smile to greet 
the newcomer. 

“ Oh, isn’t she, in ?” said Audrey. ‘ I am afraid I 
took her for granted at the door.” 

“ We all do,” he assured her. “ It is what she likes 
best. Do you know, I haven’t seen you for nearly a 
fortnight? I called, you know, twice; but you were 
out.” 

Audrey laughed inconsequently. 

“Why don’t you treat me as you treat Mrs. 
Raleigh ?” she .said. “ Come in and wait, next time I" 

Phi! smiled as he handed her to the chair he had 
just vacated. 

“The major isn’t so kind to subalterns,” he said. 
‘Tie would ce^rtainly think, if he didn’t say it, that it 
was like my cheek.” 

Audrey frowned over this. 

" I don't see what he has to do with it,” she declared 
finally. “But it doesn’t signify. How is your arm?” 

" Practically convalescent, thanks ! There’s noth- 
ing like first aid, you know. I say, Mrs. Tudor, you 
weren’t any the worse? It didn’t hurt you ?” 

He looked down at her with anxiety in his frank 



THE PLACE OF !!t)X()rR 


298 

eyes, and Audrey was consciiuis suddenly that hewaj 
no longer a mere casual acquauc aurr. l^f'rhaps 
had been vaguely aware it 'hrdu'r. [mu the actual 
realization of it had not liecn m her umui till that 
moment. 

She laughed lightly. 

**Of course not/' she said, *' Hiav eon hi it f I30,|^*l 
be so ridiculous, Phil!’' 

liis face cleared. 

''That’s right;’ he said heartily. I haht nnnd md 
But I couldn’t he!j> wontlenng. And I th<ai*>;ht it waa 
so decent of you to come ruuiad ami it,iuk me upou 
that first umrning;’ 

Audrey s smile faded. 

"I am glad you thought it was dn-ent, anybowf 
she said, with a touch of bitterness. "No vmc else did,'* 

“Oh, rot, Mrs. Tudor!” 

" Phil spoke hastily. H'e was fi'uwinng, as hrs custoai 
was when embarrassed. 

She looked up at him ami nmltird emphatically. 

“Yes, it was-'- just thatC she saifi, an tnUi little aote 
of passion in her voice. “1 never ilntughi of these 
things before, but it seems that here no* uue thmksof 
anything else;* 

“Don’t take any notice of it,;’ said Idol “It 
worth it;* 

“I can’t help myself;’ said Amiicy ” You set -Fa 
married !** 

“ So is Mrs. Raleigh;’ Flu! spukr woh 'imicifn bm 

“ But she doesn’t care” 

“No, I know. But her husband is iiudi 411 old dtii 
Everything she does i$ right in his fym “ 
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It was skiiHiifi: on thin ice, and Phil at least rcalizca 
[t He made an al>rupt effort to pull up. 

“Yes, Pin awfully fond of Major Raleigh,” he said. 
“By the way. he’s an inunense admirer of yours. Your 
pj^oxuptitudr the other night quite won his heart He 
complinientetl your husband upon it.” 

“Did he? What (lid Eustace say ?” 

There was more than curiosity in Audrey*s voice, 

“ i d<ui’t know/* 

Phibs eyes suddenly avoided hers, tie spoke in a 
dogged, half surly tone. 

Audrey sat and looked at him for a moment. Then 
lightly she rose and stood before him. 

“Tell me, please!” she said imperiously. 

He made a sharp gesture of remonstrance. 

“Sorry” he said, after a moment, as she waited 
inexorably. ” I can’t!” 

Oh, but you can!” she returned. “YouYc not to 
say you wtmT to me.” 

He lookc<l <i<twn at her. 

" I am sorry !" he said less brusquely? “ But it can’t 
be done. It i.sn't worth a tussle, I assure you, nor is it 
worth the possible annoyance it might cause you if 
yon had ymir way. I .ook here, can’t wc talk of some- 
thinf» else (*" 

She lat<l her hand impulsively on his arm. 

“Tell me. Phil!" she said. 

He drew liack abruptly. 

“You put me ui a beastly position, Mrs. Tudor,” he 
said. " I bate repeating things. It isn’t fair to conuar 
me like this." 

“Don’t be absurd 1" said Audrey. Her face was 

i 
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flushed and determined. She wan Fen! 'ijinrihiv' 
her own w.y in tlii.s, at lea u, ‘‘ I sh.il! 
you in a minute." ‘ ' 

But Phil could be det rmuruni, tt^n. 

"Can’t help it," hr s.ud . Init thr-,r u.,s 
regret in his voice. " Yim’Ii h.ivr tn, I’lii atraul " ' 

He was scarcely pre[5arrd h.r tiir rtlc,-! ..f hi.s words 
She flung away from him in irmpfNf,,, anger and 
turned a.s if to leave the n.. <ni Ihjj h. * she re.icU 
Che door some other impnh.r apu.mmilv nvcimokhct 
She .stopped abruptly with hn h.uk t.. J'iul, am! stood 
for what smneri to him uitennimiihlr '.monds, fumb- 
ling with her handkerchief. 

Then, liefore he hatl fully rr.dired the .ipproachinn 
catastrophe, her self eontrol suddrnlv de.,erte(i ha 
She sank into a chair with her h.uubi . o e,- her face and 
began to cry. 

Now, Phil was young, ami m, wnm.tn fi.id evertbj 
abandoned herself to tears m hm pre-.riit hefnre, Tb 
sight sent a sharp shock fhiough him tlmt was almost 
like a dart of-physical pam It par.tUveti him foran 
instant; but the next he strode fMjw.ud. nuiventioB 
flung to the winds, tlesirous nnlv in rninfori He 
reached her and bent over he,. !,..ud upr.n her 
shaking shoulder. 

What IS the matter? You're nm rrvine liecaii I 
wouldn’t do as you asked me ? You n..,!dH't care ill 
that for such a trifle?" '“'(are in 


His voice was husky with agitation H,. fHi guiitj]. 
that It was til his fault, ami he could have kicked 


himself for his clumsiness. 
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She d'-'i answer him, nor did her sobs grow less. 

It was the jient-up misery of weeks to which she was 
giving venl, and ha ving yielded, it was no easy matter 
to check luTsclf again. 

Phil iH'caiuf di'siierate and knelt down by her side, 
almost as distr<‘s',(‘d as she. 

“I sav,” he iileaded--'* I say, Audrey, don’t cry! 
Tell me what is wrong ! 1 .ct me help you ! Give me a 
chance, anyhow! I — Td do anything in the world, 
you know. < >nly tell me 1" 

He drew one of her hands away from her face and 
held it between he; own. She did not resist him. Her 
need nf a eomf. ater just then was very great. Her 
head w.e. howed almost against his shoulder, and it 
did not ot ent to cither of tlicii) that they were trans- 
gressing the most elementary laws of conventionality. 

“You can’t help me,’’ she sobbed at last. “No one 
can. f’ni jm t lonely and miserable and homesick. I 
hate this pl.ice and everyone in it, except — except 

you and ;i few others. I wish I were back in 

England. 1 wish !’d never left it! I wish— I wish— 
I'd never married !’’ 

lier voire t aiiie tmiflleti and piteous. It was the cry 
of a desol.itr (hild. And all the deep chivalry in 
Phil’s sonl quiveretl and thrilled in response. Before 
he knew it. tender, consoling words had sprung to his 
lips. 

“ Don’t cry, dear ; don’t cry !" he said. “ You’ll feel 
better about it presently. We all go through it, and 
it's beastly, I know. I kttow. But it won't last. Noth- 
ing does in this chancy world. So what’s the good 
of frettintr ?*’ 
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She could not tell him. Ilrt trmihip was toi 
immense at that moment tu Itmir tli.in .mn. 
comforted her. She liked the ti-e! nf lus hand u 
her shoulder, the firm, friendly uf his finp 

about her own. “ 

"I sometimes think I Ciui't f'o nn.” siir whispetj; 
through her tears. “It’s hkr hemg ui M.nsoji, and 
want to run away. t.)nly i c.ui't I can’t I’ve gn 
to bear it all my life." ^ 

A slight found from the n(.ri, wui.iovv iMllnwed thi 
confidence, and Phil looke,! iq, him: pi v Audrey hac 
not heard it, and she did mit imtice ,hr, niMveiaent. 

Her head was still Ix-nt , and over it I’hd, glarint 
like a tiger, met the quiet, cnlical eves cf the mJ 
husband. ‘ 

He rose to his feet the next instant, but he did not 
Btter a word. 

As for Tudor, he stood quite imai.mlr,^, quite in. 
•crutablc, for the spare of ina.nds, gravely in 

upon them. Then, to Phil’s »us|wakahic ain.i/,enient,hc 
turned deliberately and walked asv.,v There waa 
thick matting on Mrs. Raleigh’s ser.ind.i. and hii 
receding footsteps made no sutiiui 


CHAPTER Ml 

THE liXI’LANATHiN 

“There!’* said Audrey, a few seconds later, "I've 
been a perfect idiot, I know; but I'm iiefter now. Tell 
me, do I look as if I had been crying ?" 

She raised her pretty woebegone face to hii lad 
•railed very faintly. 
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There was tinmistakably grim about Phil 

at that moment , and she wondered why. 

“Of o>nrst‘ yrai he said bluntly. 

Audrey up and peered at herself uneasily in a 
mirror- 

‘*It d(^osi)h slmw inuchC she said, after a careful 
inspectic'ii, “And, anyhow'*— turning round to 
I don’t know what you have to be cross about 
was all \'ntir fatilt,” 

Phil ^Tnanrai atid iirhl his fK^ace. She would know 
soon emnnph, hr rrfh'rird. 

Andrrv dirw' nr.si'rr to him. 

'*Tell iiic what hr sani to Major Raleigh, Phil !*’ she 
said ratlu'r t irinnhuisiy. 

He shru;p.n‘d ha. ‘Tuulders and yielded 
'H,Ic only suifi that he wished your discretion 
equalled y<uir pruinjUitude in emergencies,** he said. 

*'01i,*’ said AndH‘y. '' Was tliat all ? Well, I think 
you might havr t^ld n.r txdore,” 

Phil laiighrd gnidipugly, 'Fhe situation was abom- 
inable* hut lirr tuirr < Inhlishness palliated it. Plow 
wa.s Tudor going to treat the matter, he wondered? 
What if he ^ 

A suthlen tlifuight flashed across PhiFs brain, and 
his face grenv net Of course it had been his fault, 
It remained therefore for him to 
extricate her, tf he c'nuhl He turned to her. 

here, Mrs Tudor/* he said, in a judicious^ 
tlder^briuherly tour, ** I think its a mistake, don t you 
know, to let yourself get depressed over— well, little 
things. I know what it is to feel down on yrrnr luck 
But luck turns* you know, and— and— he's a good 
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sort' a bit stiff and diffirult to no \vi?h^ 

a good sort. You wun’t juo riulf' it 1 Lave v 

now? I didn’t oxprd Mr ;. iCilfM-'h to 
Tm afraid I can’t wait any Innin-r. IF.- ■»,,! to dress 
for mcs.sT 

“Goodness!'* said AtuJrry. with a -’.(n-p at the 
dock “Doers it tako \-‘n hvm hnn? , Xo, don’t 
scowl! Tm only iokuig. viai rioyilrff 
(ioCHh'hyf.': then ! I’hank yt.ii f^v t-.,.; t,, nie” ' 

Her hand lay in liis ha* a ttu^r ru* S‘h‘ w.p; caiiilinff 
at him rather sadly, in **v, oh aaniliiig- hn h.ih hajjter 
ing words. 

Phil [Kinsed a sen aid 

Im confutnuledly sorry!’ he saai iiti|inlsivdy 
“ Don’t cry any uunv 1” 

She shook her head and wi!hd,irw .hr* 

"Who says l’v<; t,iwi» rrv'.ii;;,'- ,.,..,1 

“Go away and dijii’t Iw a!!’.' !" 

He took her at l»*r wtird aiui dfp.iur.i 
At the ^oiic of the cusiipuunti h.- tort Rakitrh, 

but he refused to tiiru h-ok wit,!i }•(•(- ' 

“I really Id-r* >h,> ,„i ^ o-o.rnt/' he 

said. “ But Mrs, Tudor 1 — .v.uftt}.. }. a y,„i K,.,.j,hcf 
as long as you aut ! 1 hrhrve '.hr'.. ,i !,;! d. .*a t, k„ine. 
sick, you know.” And he huri le.i uw., v, turakinj,. into 
a run as soon as he reat-hed 'hr o,.id 
He went straiKht to the '1 ud.irs* !,u„ ..d.av without 
giving himself lime to flimh ffi.tu thp tu'r-iirw that 
he had made up his mind he jtitt .f }i.,vr 
The major m/«^ was in. the r.- p iti him, 

and Phil scribbled an urgent me', sage on ho. , .(f(j 
sent it to him. Two minutes l.iter he w.ci shown into 
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his superior officer’s |:)resence, and he realized that he 
stood comniiiietl to the *:(ravest task he had ever 

undertaken. 

Major '.ri'Klor was sit„ting unoccupied before the 
writing-taltle in lus srviokin^-room, but he rose as Phil 
entered, i was composed as usual 

*‘VVell Mn'- Turner?” he said, as Phil came heavily 
forward. 

Phil nu»re nfu'vnns tlian he had ever been before, 

halted in fnait t.f hun. 

«I came to spfsik to you, sir,” he said with an effort, 
eKolaiir 

Tudnr wa'i 'itaudin<f with his back to the light He 
made im att<*mpt tt,> help him out of his difficulties. 

Phil tsime an abru|it pause; then, as if some 
inner forc‘e hiid suddcmly come to his assistance, he 
straiglitcned hinr.fdf anti latdvled the matter afresh. 

“I came ttdi \'on. sir,” he said, meeting Tudor’s 
eyes S(|nart‘lv, ‘Mhat 1 have nothing to be ashamed of. 
Incase” he pau't’d momentarily— ” you siiould mis- 
understand v.'sai VMU saw halLan-hour ago. I thought 

it better tt. ’4»eak aJ tmre” 

*** Very prut lent,” sard I udor. But™ “"it is c|uitc 

unnccessa r\'. 1 dn in a nusun<icrstancl 

He sfV’ke tiehberafely and coldly. But Phil 

dcnched In liuntis Tim words cut him like a whip. 

rein .r It* believe me?” he said. 

Tudor dit! not answer. 

must tr* nible you for an answer,” Phi! said; 
forcing liHn'-.e1f Ik speak t|nieily 
” Ah you please.” said Ihidor, in the same cold tone 
”1 have a i'|uesiit>n to put first. I’‘lad I not chanced 
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to see what took place, would v<iii have soufylif tv 
interview?” ' ' ' snt tliii 


The blood rose in a hot wave to I'hd’s head buth 
did not wince or hesitate. ’ d 

“Of course I shouldn't, " he said 
Tudor made a curt l;c' 'ture t h ih- n:: .'-al, 


“Out of your own mouth '' he -.aii 
contempt tiously a wa y . 

Phil stood (juite still f(,r the ■•n.h e i [ 
then the young- blood m hnn smldrihv 
fever pitch. He strode up to ins nupa- 
him fiercely by tlie siumMer 


turned 

'cu seconds, 
'if Hinted to 
■"‘h seized 


“I won’t bear this fnuu ,iin he .,!,i 1,^,^ 

his teeth. I am as hoiiouiaiile as t i.n .irr ' If yg 
say— or insinuate-~-otherw.se, I hv Heaven I'll l;I 

you!" ^ 


The passionate words cea'ed, and there f.dlowedj 
silence more terrible than .,ny spee, i, i 
absolutely motionless, facuig the young subaltern who 

towered over htm, without a s.gn of euiicr anger or 
dismay. b « 

Then at last, very slowly and i|uie!lv, he spoke- 

"You have made a mistake ih,ke yo«r band 
away! 

Phil’s hand dropped to his snic, He was white to 
the bps. Yet he would not reluupn-.h hts purpose « 


it Hasn’t been for 


my own 
with 


he could 




fiOt 


voice still shaking 
subdue. 

Tudor made no response, He stood with h.s eyei 
4xcd steadily upon Phil’s agitate,! fa.-e And, as^ if 
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compelled by that searching gaze, Phil reiterated the 

assertion. 

"If I had rmly had myself to consider,” he said, “1 
shouldn't have— stooped -•■•to offer an explanation.” 

“Let me remind yon,” Tudor said quietly, “that 1 
have not askes 1 h >r ( uie ! ” 

“You preler to misunderstand?” said Phil quickly, 

“I prefer to take my own view,” amended Tudor. 
Tf you are wise - yon will be satisfied to leave it so.” 

It was final, and. though far from satisfied, Phil 
felt the futility of further discussion. He turned to 
the door. 

“Very well, sir,” he said briefly, and went out, hold- 
ing his head high. 

As for Tudor, he sat down again before his writing- 
table with an unmoved countenance, and after a short 
interval took up his correspondence. There was no 
anger in his eyes. 


CHAPTER Vni 
AT THE DANCE 

AUDREY saw no more of Phil Turner fo« ?some days 
She did not ejjjoy imich of her husband’s society 
either. He ap{>eared to be too busy to think of her, 
and she in consequrnce sjient most of her time with 
Mrs. Raleigh Hut Phtl, who had been one of the 
latter’s most cunslant visitors, did not show himself 
there. 

It did not occur to Audrey that he absented himself 
on her acemmt, am! she was disappointed not to meet 
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him. Next perhap^; tu the siirjyroir,; wilV, she had- 
begun to regard hirn as her gie*air i- ;riH!, ('ertainly 
the tie of obligation iliat bianul tli/'in n : ’/‘-'irr wasone 
that seemed to warrant an intKn.i^r tr inp^ 
over, Plnl had iM-en iMn.d!)- lund t.' her in dij. 

tress, kinder far than haea.n'o ii.id rvf*i 
She \va.s growing awav from lu^r hii .h.na] 
rapidly, and sfie knew it, rieiurimd it evenin' 
softer moments; tait, she fell p( aua Ir tn remedy 
the c.vil. It seemed -.o oovlou;^ to hri tii.n iie did 
not care. 

So slie spent more atid uhst (‘f 1;^: liMurs away 
from the bungalow that lani boon uui^lr ■..* dainty for 
her presence, am! iue4ac:e never ‘.ern.f'd tn notice that 
she w^as al>h(mt from Ins suie,. 

lie accompanied her aluav, wheii ,hr went out in 
the evening, but he no Itingn iiitpioh-ji Pi*. ipiardian* 
ship upon her, aru! de-opm'n ihis thing 

hurt his young wife as uodiiti;* h.id eiei lairt her 
before. She Imd her own hmv in a!! nsdien;, hut h 
gave her no pleasure, and frwhn ; that, though 
he might not apfuawe of wbai * he oni, uo^fid 
remonstrate, grew am! hearieil wifhm hn till she 
sometimes marvelled iha? he d:d not read hrr misery 
in her eyes. 

She met I liil turner agam ut h^ngih .d a o*|^u'iifntal 
dance, As iistml her card v^m\ i|ti!» hlo tiih'd, but she 
reserved a waltE for hum aiai at'irr a vd de he came 
aeross and asked her for one, 

' You were very nearly ton latey* spr f<»ld hint 
Why dkWt you come hvl > ar 
He looked awkward for a 1 
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“I was busy," he said rather shortly. “I’m one of 
the stewards.” 

He scrawled hi.s initials across her card and left 
her apain. .Audrey concluded in her girlish way that 
something had inatle liini cross, and dismissed him 
from her iniml. 

When at length he came to claim her she was hot 
and tired and sng;,.;:este<l sitting out. 

He frowned at the idea, but, upon Audrey waxing 
impcrioiis, he yu-ldrd. They sat out together, but not 
in the coni dark nf the veranda as she had anticipated, 
but in the lull glare of the Irallroom amidst all the 
hubbub of the daiu-er.s, 

Audrey was antioyed, and showed it. 

“I am sure wc might find a seat on the veranda,” 
she said. 

But Phil was obstinate. 

"I as.sure yon. .Mrs, Tudor, ’’ he said, “I looked in 
there just now. and every seat was occupied.” 

“I don’t believe you arc telling me the truth,” she 
returned. 

He raised his eyebrows. 

"Thank you !" lie said briefly. 

Something iti the curl reply caught her attention, 
and she gave him a quick glance. He was looking 
remarkably haiidamie in his red and gold uniform 
with the seal let (■iiimuerbund across his shirt Vexed 
as she was with him. Audrey could not help admitting 
it to herself. His brown, resolute face attracted her 
irreststibly. 

She allowed a considerable pause to ensue before 
■be went to the inevitable attack. Somehow, notwith- 
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standing his surlint?ss. she had nut thr t.iintestd ’ 

to quarrel with l;nm. ’ 

“You're very grumpy to die icmarked t 

length in her cheery ymmg vuu.e "What's*! 

matter 

He started and looked intrnsriv uik-, .mfuriahh 
“Notiiing— of course!'’ he said. 

“ Why of course, i wonder Wn it me it 's the otli 
way round, I am never cross without ,i leasua,” ° 
Audrey was still rheery, 

He smiled faintly, 

“I congratulate you," he said. 

Audrey smiled also, hiilly exjW'srsi as was tiieir 
position, there was no one near em.uidi to uverhe« 
"Well, don’t Iw cross ariv more.'Vhil i" she said 
persuasively. "Chm up. and ro„.e to t,|lm with tsr 
to-morrow Will you ? 1 shall t*e fgute 
Phil’s smile depjirted inst.mflv Hr ,;I.iiu ed at her 
for a second, and then iixed his eves steadily udm 
Che ground between his feet ^ 

You re awfully good!" he said at last, “But- 
thanks very much— I can't," " 

"Can’t rcch^d Amirey. with tremnne disappoint- 
ment. Oh, Im sure that’s nonsrn .e ! Why 
you ? You rc not on duty 

No,” he said, speaking slowly. ■' {’,,1 not on duty; 
but-fact 18, Im going up to the Ihlls shooting foti 

V. ,,L, 

"Ob, do stop}" she broke in. wjili sud.lrn imp»ti. 
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temptible. Why canT you say at once that you arc 
not coming because you don't want to come ?" 

Her quiok ])ri<ie had taken fire at sound of hia 
deliberate excuse ; and, as was its wont upon provo- 
cation, her an^:ifer llainrd liigh at a moment's notice. 

Phil did not look at her. liis expression was de- 
cidedly uneasy, but there.! was a certain grimness about 
him that did not seem to indicate the probability of 
any cxc<!ssive sliow of docility in face of a brow- 
beating, 

‘H clonh say it,’* he said doggedly at length, 
“because, In^sidc^s l)eing rude, it wouldn’t be strictly 
true.” 

‘H shouldn’t have thought you would have had 
any scruph's of that sort,” rejoined Audrey, hitting 
her harth'U Ixa nuse he had managed to hurt her. 
“They havtubt very apparent to-night.” 

Phil made no protest, but he was frowning 
heavily. 

She Ituvnt sh*,ditly towards him, speaking behind 
her fan. 

” Be honest just for a second ” she said, ** if you can, 
and tell me; .are you tired of calling yourself a friend 
of mine? Are you trying to get out of it ? Because, 
if you are, it’s timle the easiest thing in the world to 
do. But once <Umc 

She paused. Phil was looking at her at last, and 
there was something in his eyes that startled her. A 
sudden |)ity rushed over her heart.. She felt as she had 
felt once long ago m England when a dog— .an old 
friend of hers — had been injured He had looked at 
her with just such eyes ts those that were fixed upon 
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her now. Their dtimb pleadnv^ iiad ahiaKt more 
than she could bear. 

Involuntarily she laid hc*r haiu! cn 
and dancers all for*;(ot!.ei} m rh.i: m 
emotion. 

‘H^drilF she wlnspercc! Ireinnluu 4\' 

What is it ?" 

He did not answer tier lyy a ut 

rose to his feet, as if l^y her e.r:uij ,a.r 
it, and wlnrled iier in tb? il nwr > 

lie kept Iht lyan;*- the imv la-t « !;> ?d, ^he too 
full of waniier and iiru-eiiairif v Ui pr^tf* ,* ; and 
he led her straiidit thrMuph t!ir It, 

Mrs. Raleigh stooii, stirotntidrd bv flip u n,il crrwd 
of subalterns, muttered an r.\'< u r, a.n»i let! ijrr there 


of swift 

"u.-iai is it) 

’■d He simply 

‘‘npgested 


CllMniiU IX 

IIAO NIWVS 

It was nearly a week later that Audrey, lahiijj horot 
alone m a 'rickshaw from a p« '!» ^ malt !i. u an . tualakw 
by young Gerald Devereu^y a ^nbalirtn, vdfirt was tear* 
ing along on foot as if on st ane m pnmi fu i.oid Recog* 
nking her, he reduml his sp^ed and dn-ppf*d lutoi 
jog-trot by tier side 

*‘You haven't heard* of r«tin.e hr inkrd o«| 
breathlessly, ** Beastly bail news! I!ita..e hill 
tribes— always up to some devilry f fh.i.r »4d Fhil- 

infernal luck V* ' 

** What .?'* exclaimed Audrey. What liai hapficiid 

to him ? Teil me* quick, cjiiick F* 
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She turned as white as paper, and Devereux cursed 
himself for a clumsy fool. 

“ It may not be the worst,” he gasped back. “Dash 
it ! Fm so winded ! We hope, you know, we hope — 
but it*s usually a knife and good-bye with these 
ruffians. Still, therie^s a chance — just a chance !” 

“ But you haven't told me what has happened yet,” 
cried Audrey, in a fever of impatience. 

He answered her, still running by her side. 

“The Waris have got him; rushed his camp at 
night and bagged everything.. The coolies were in the 
know, no doubt. Only his shikari got away. He has 
just come in wounded with the news. Fm on my way 
to tell the Chief, though I don’t see what good he 
can do.” 

“ You mean you think he is murdered ?” gasped 
Audrey, through white lips. 

He nodded. 

“Afraid so, poor beggar!' Well, so long, ' Mrs 
Tudor! We must hope for the best as long as we 
can.” 

He put his hand to his cap, and ran on, while 
Audrey, with a set, white face, was borne to her 
bungalow. . "" 

‘ Her husband was sitting on the veranda. He rose 
as she alighted and gave her his hand up the short 
flight of steps to his side. 

“ You are rather late,” he said in his grave way, 
“ I am afraid you will have to hurry.” 

They were dining out that night, but Audrey hac 
forgotten it. She stared at him as if dazed. 

“What is it ?” he asked. “ Nothing wrong?” 
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She gasped hysterically. 

“Oh, Eustace, an awful tiling an awful thinffi' 

she cried. “Mr. Devereux Iuin just tuhi m,* « ^ 

Her voice broke, ami iier lips iMruu-tl soundb 
words. She groped vague! v tur Mipp. ;t with unehand 
Tudor put his arm nmmi hri' .uni led hfr, lotterinp 
indoors. ® 

“All right; tell me presentlv !" he >..uil qmrtly, " 5 j 
down and keep still for a little !" 

He put her into an aim rli.ur .im! h-H lier then 
In a few seconds he retunieil with smur brandy anc 
water, w'liich he held to hri bps in jlciirc Thm 
setting down the glass, he bn;pui to rub hri ncrveles 
hands, 

Audrey submitted passivelv at fust lu his ministra- 
tions, but presently as her stimyih irturueil -.liesatap 
“You haven't heard?" she asked him simkily. 

“I have heard nothuig," hr .ui-.wried “fan yot 
tell roe now ?" 

“ Ye.s-~yes!” She jiaused a imuiirnt ii> steady he 
voice,' Then—" It’s I'liil!" she fahnnl “ i !e Imsbeti 
taken prisoner—murderetl peilsaps bv those dread 
fal hill meal Oh. Eustace"* lifting her f.uT appeal 
m 5 ly-.“do you think thev wdl kd! him - Ih you! 
Do you 

But Tudor said nothing. Hr m.oie m. attempt ti 
comfort her, and she turned from (mn in hitter di» 
appointment, liislackof sytn{tathy at sm ii a luomtui 
was almost more than she could l»-*r 
"How did Devereux know ?‘‘he askeri, after a patiM 
She shook her head. 

" He said something about n sAik*,, 1 1*, was goia| 
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to tell the Colonel ; but he didn’t think it would be 
gny use. He said — he said ” 

She broke off, quivering with agitation. Her 
husband took the glass from the table again and 
made her drink a little. She tried to refuse, but he 

insisted. 

“ You have had a shock. It will do you good,” he 
said, in his level, iirunoved voice. 

And Audrey yiedded to the mastery she had 
scarcely felt of late 

The Sjurit helped to steady’ acr, and at length sh» 
rose. ■' I/' 

“I am going to my room, Eustace," she said, not 
looking at him " 1 can’t go out to-night. Perhap* 
you will make inv ex( u.ses.” 

He did not am^wer her, and she threw him a swift 
glance. He was si.mding stiff and upright. His face 
was stern and composetl : it might have been a stone 
mask. 

“What excuse am I to make?” he asked. 

Her eyes widened. The question was utterly un- 
expected. 

“Why, the truth- of course,” she said. “Say that 
I have been upset by the news, that. — that — I haven’t 
the heart— I cniildn’t — Blustace” — appealing sud- 
denly, a tremor of indignation in her voice — “you 
don’t seem to realize that he is one of my greatest 
friends. Don't you understand ?" 

“Yes" he said--" yes, 1 understand!" 

And she marvelled at the coldness — the deadly, 
concentrated coldness—of his voiat. 

“All the same." be went on, “ I think you must make 
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an effort to accompany me to t!ic laMiflrv.s* to-mpk' 
It mi^^ht be thoncjiif unmma! *.f i ur-c .tl. air “ 

She stared at inm in iralKhm, a!ra/#‘d aripei 
‘VEiistace she cKiTununl “ limv %in 

cruel, so aalddaloodef !, s, * *m liraiflrss^ !!aiu 

, , , can 

you exf>ect such a flufi:,^ ut ti:r *n sii uf table a«d 

hear tlnaii all talking ab»m! it, a>ii«l ^'hanccs dis 

cussed? I couldn't'^ d eonhin’f !“ 

He did not press the potnf Ihnhaps he realiEgd' 
that her nerves tn tlinr iqr -rc Maidition wnuld prove 
wliolly unequal m sue* n siraMi 

** Very wellH he san^VHelly a! length '*• f u;g| ^ 
a note tt» evfUise us h« 

“ I s(T why you sii<>uld ■ »,iy .ii hfiur-,'’ Audrey 
said, to thi- d.n-r, " ! w, ,nl,i t.ir rather b« 

alone.” 

He did not e.xpl.iin hr. mutivr, .md she went out of 
hi.s pre ■'iiee with .i sen t-l tr’trt She hiui nev« 

fully re.ili/,fd lirltiic ho<,\, v^iiir (!ie iietween then 
had liecnine. 

She rernaineii shut up in her dl the evening 

eating nr>thiii;». face to f.i. e wuh -hr ' i.in.r of ycnuig 
Dcvercux’s brief word-, it w.o, the lif t tin,f within 
her iiieintiry that death it.id .ippiM.ii bed her •ihpltered 
life, and she was ih(«keil .uol liiyditmed, as a child 
is frightened i>y the imorv „f jj,r liaik 
Very late that night she tirpi mt.. brd, diMuissing 
her avfiA, and lay tlieir shivonng and iHth.rn, think- 
ing, thinking, of the triirl f.e es and flashing’ knive 
that Phil had awaked to see .sbr do/e*i at iani in he 
misery, only to wake again with a sfjiiek of nighimire 
terror, and start up sobbing bysirnrally 
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“Why, Audrey!” a quiet voice said, and she 
awoke fully, to fitid her Inrsband standing by her bed. 

She turned 10 him impulsively, hiding her face 
against him, clinging to him with straining arms. She 
could not utter a word, for an anguish of weeping 
overtook her. And he was silent also, bending over 
her, his hanfl u|H>n hvj head. 

Gradually tin* |);iro>:ysm passed and she grew 
quietftr; but -.he still dung closely to him, and at 
length with diilsenltN“ she l)egan to speak. 

“Oh, Isustace, it’s all so horrible 1 I can't help see- 
ing ih ihn -aire lie's rlearl. or, if he isn't, it's almost 

worse. And I was i.o- unkind to him the last lime we 

were tt^grther. I tin night he was cross, but I know 
now ht' was nnly uH'.eralhe; and I never dreamt I 
was neve!' ‘Msnig tc‘» see Itirn again, or 1 vvouldn't have 
bci'H SO SO la a r n 1 ! ’ 

llaltinydy. pathei leally, the poor little confession was 
gasped nut tlnnujpi ipuvering sobs, and the face of 
the nuin who bstfurd w.js no longer a stony mask; 
it was ahght and tender with a compassion too great 
for utteraiu’C. 

He btmt a little hnwr over her, pressing her head 
closer to Ins Iirart ; and sh<‘ h<umd its beating, slow 
and stnuig ami layoilar, tluauigh all the turmoil of her 
dist iTSs. 

INu.r « hdd !“ hr ..licl ** Poor child !'* 

It was all the n mhut lie had to offer, but it was 
more to her than any other words he had ever spoken. 
It voiced a sympathy which till that moment had 
brrn wholly lackiiu,^ a sympathy that she dcsi^^ed 
more than anything else on earth. 
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“Don’t go away, shr 

“ It— it’s so dreadlni all alon?' ” 
“Try to sleep, dear !“ hr said 


preseuay, 


“Yes, but I dream. 1 lirraiii/' -air whis[),e^^. 
piteously. 

He laid her very tenrirrlv b.ick iui thr pillow, 
sat down beside her, 

“ You won’t droaui while I am here/’ hf 

She clasped his liand clr^selv m f h fiei* { iwa {inH 

begged him tremuluusly to kisr. her, Hv the ,iii„ 
of her night huiip she ronld m .tr.rlv -,rr ius f.,..,- ^u, 
AS her hps met his ii greirt pe.toe stt4e Mver her RK 
felt as if he ha«,l stretched out hi-, hand f,. l,(.r ;,cro« 
the great, divuin.g gulf that had ^.^nird 
them and drawn her to his side 


About a tpiarter etj an hunt later }■ ustare I'udor 
rose noiselessly and stood looknig doun .n jn,^ 
wife’s sleeping fare I. was pla. :d a,, infant’s, and 
her breathing was soft and rejMih.r ! 1,. knew that 

undisturbed, she woultl sleep ..M for h, m , ' 

And so he did »(.t daie to kiss hn I le only bowed 
his head till his lips tourhrd the e.wrrlri 'hencati 

which she lay; ami then stealthily, silmtly, he erent 
away. ^ 


* 


CHAPTER X 

THE l’RlSt»NK« 

Heavens, how the night crawled ! Phil Turner, 
bound hand and foot, ami ernrllv cntmjrfi m even 
tiBib, hitched himself to a sitting jmstnre and hegu 
to calculate how long he probalilv iiad to live 
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There was no moon, but the starlight entered his 
prison — it was no more than a mud hut, but had it 
been built of stone walls many feet thick his chance 
would scarcely have been lessened. It was merely a 
question of time, he knew, and he marvelled that his 
fate had been delayed so long. 

To use his comrade’s descriptive language, he had 
expected “a knife and good-bye” full twenty hours 
before. But neither had been his portion. He had 
been made a prisoner before he was fully awake, and 
hustled away to the native fort before sunrise. He 
bad been given chufait’ies to eat and spring water to 
drink, and though painfully stiff from his bonds, he 
was unwoundrd 

It had been a daring capture, he reflected; but 
what were they keeping him for ? Not for the sake of 
bospilality- — of that he was grimly certain. There 
had been no pretence .at any friendly feeling on the 
part of his captor.s. They had glared hatred at him 
from the outset, and Phil was firmly convinced, with- 
out any undue pessimism, that they had not the 
smallest intention of sparing his life. 

But why they postponed the final deed was a 
problem that he found himself quite unable to solve 
It had worried him perpetually for twenty hours, and, 
combined with the misery of his bonds, made sleep 
an impossibility. 

Sleep f The very thought of it was horrible to him. 
It had never struck him before as a criminal waste of 
the precious hours of life, for Phil was young, and ht 
had not done with mortal existence. There were in 
it deeps he had not sounded, heights he had new 
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sealed. He was not pre\mvvil !u diese at 

will of a parcel uf murder* -tus itiiitaais uim elaniccdto' 
object to tJje wiute mm\*s ruir. ! if laid too- 

friends heoaild not afford to !*• *• caaid,', who could 
not ailt:u‘d to hjse him. 

Doubtless his rinirder wsmld be ^U’cmofd i|^ 

course; but - He fnamarr. i w:vU' to himself in 

the darkness, a.mJ tried oner eau’e c-* rase lus cramped 
limbs. 

From ontsu'ie iauue the urn'iit’u ■ f voirr^ Hecould 
just .see tlie siaudder of .me .a has ;pianis iil the 
cntratjceand thc'Urel of a r.tb* iianfl He 
at the latter hnn<4rdy, C ilc for tu-.t a eluinco- 

to be free even in tlie mid'.f of bin enrnnrs with that 
in his hand ! 

A shadow fell acrtsm the enfraiiee, are! lie saw the 
rifle nr* mortr He saw tfm two Whin sriii seels salaaco. 
in|j pnifoumlly, and In* r.)r*ipui tu wfitii irr -whn the new- 
comer mi|^ht be-- a prr'a*mi|.'e id .'..onir mipcirtance 
api'sarently. 

TIku'c folhwved an infeival of some irmmtfs» daring 
which Phil }>e*pm to chafe woh irvr-wh inipatiencc 
Then at last ihr shadow bn aine snhifaiice, rnewiag 
into his line of vcaom ami a mam waapfsed in t long, 
native gurmenl and weariim^ a i/oo/o'a/i ‘ii.u rnncealed 
the greater part of hm fa*r, glided into ihe Imi oa 
noiseless, sandalled free 

lie held a naked kmfe tn bc^ liand, ami Plnhs heirt 
began to thud ullplea^an^h^ If taxed til a man's 
sclTcoiitrol to face death in rc4d fdood. Irtisted hiad 
and foot ami helpless m an infafi! Hut fie 
himself hard* and faced the weitpon wiihmif fliiichisf, 
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It would oot do to let these murderous ruffians s^ce a 
white man id'raid. 

“Hullo!’* he said contemptuously. ** Come to put 
the fimshinii t(»uch, I suppose? You’ll hang for it, 
you internal, treaeherutis brute; but that s a detail 
you border thievt^s don’t seem to mind.” 

It cased the tension to hurl verbal defiance at his 
rourderer» and there was just the chance that the 
fellow nu.idjt nudtu'staod a little English. But when 
his visit<ir stociped t)ver him and deliberately cut his 
bonds, h(‘ was <istntin<led into silence. 

lie wanted dumfuiiuded, and a muscular hand 
gripped his slumUh*!', hohling him motionless. 

“ Yon’ 11 \\c all rip.ht,” a cpiiet voice said, “if you 
don’t make a eonfoun<ic*d fool of yourself.” 

Phil gave* a great start, and the hand that gripped 
him tightened. I'hrtmgh the gloom he made out the 
outline til a grim, btsirded lace. 

“Control viuu'.ei! !” the. quiet voice ordered. “Do 
you think I’ve dunt' this for nothing? We are alone— 
it may be foi iivt* uannles, it may be for less. Get out 
of your tilings sharp, and let me have them !” 

“Great jnpiter I'lidor!” gasped Phil 

“Yes 'rnd>»r!“ came the curt response. “Don*t 
stop to }aw ! Is* a*. I tell you !” 

He tnuk his hami from Phirs shoulder and stood 
up, backing into the sliadc>ws. 

Phil stooii up, too, straightening himself with an 
smidrniu'ss of this tiling had thrown him 
moment arih’ off his lailanee. 

“Quick!’* euiumanded I'ndor in a fierce whisper. 
“Take i»l1 Vi air clothes. ITere isn’t a second to lose.” 
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But Phil stood uncertain. 

“What’s the fjanu', .Maj<irr’' lie asked, 

Tudor's haiui ttriinx-d him and vi,4(.ntly 

“You fool !*' he svhi.spcn-d .sav.iprlv, “ I hm’t stand 
gapixi},' tiicre! Can’t you see it’s a mat ter yf lifg 
death ? Do you want tt.t lx- killni 
“ No, but ’’ 

Phil broke off. Tudor in that bamr ,,{ mind 
stranger to him, but he w.r. n- nr- the 1,..,^ ,,ne who 
must lx* obeyed. Mechanifally aim. r.t he yielded to 
the man’s insisteuice and bejnm to stnp ..it lus clothej 
Tudor helped him with an euergv that neither 
fumed nor faltered. Mute obr-dirju e w.i-, nil 
quired. But when he dropped the jpunimt he wore 
from his own shoulders. Phil p.im.ed to protf,st. 

“I am not going to wear that I" hr said. “What 
about you?” 

"I can look after ntyself,” Tud,..i .inswered curtly 
Get into it—ijuu'k! I here is no time fyi- arguing 
You're going to wear these to.." *' 

He pulled the ragged, hLmk bean! tnun Ins face and 
the chutidah from his fiisid 
But Phil’s eyes vvere opened, ami lie resisted, 
Pleuvens aliove, sir !" he said “ Do you think Fai 
going to do a thing like tliat *" 

" You must !" Tudor answned 
He .spoke quietly, bin iherr was deadly drterniini. 
tion behtnd his quietutJe, I hey f,u rd one another in 
the gloom, and sutliienly there ran lirtwnen them i 
passion of feeling that blazed unseen like the hidden 
current in an electric wire. 

For a few seconds it burnt fiercely, silently, theo 
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Tudor laid a firm hand on the younger man's 
shoulder. 

“You must/’ he said again. “The choice does not 
rest with you. It is made already. It only remains 
for you to it may cost you — as I am 

doing/’ 

Phil startt'd as if he had struck him. 

“You ar«‘ wnuig, sir/’ he exclaimed, “On my oath, 
you are wrcaig. You don’t understand. You never 
have understt H)d, I 

Tudor siltmea'd him sunvmarily with a hand upon 
his lip.s. 

“I know, I know !“ he said. “ There is no time for 
this. Leave it and go! If it is any comfort to you 
to know it, I think no evil of you. I realize that what 
has hafipened had to Iiappen, was in a sense inevit- 
able, and I blame myself alone. Listen to mel This 
disguise will take yum through all right if you keep 
your uiouth shut. Yon are a priest, remember, preach- 
ing the Jeluid, only Fve done all the preaching 
necessary. You Inive simply to walk straight through 
them, (hnvn t!m hill till yem come to the pass, and 
then along the river !)eei till you strike the road to 
the F' rentier, ll/s six miles away, but you wiE do it 
before suiinse, Nfs dtuPt speak! I haven’t finished 
:yct You are goiig.^ U> do litis not for your own sake 
or for mme. You think you are going to refuse, but 
you arc imU. Ah for me, your going or staying could 
make no <lii’fVremT. I lave come with a certain object 
in view, but I shall remain, whether I gain that object 
or not. Thiit I swear to you most solemnly/' 

He turned away with the words and began to 
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loosen his sandals. Fliil wutdic.l him diunbly. Ht 
was face to face with a difficnlly *>f snrh ttionstroiis 
proportions that he was nlterlv noiii>!u.vs«*(i, From 
the distance came the s(»«mi uf vuice , 

"You had better tib'ierved '! mltir, in steady 
tones. “The guards are cvtmins: bark It will hasten 
matters for both of us if we ate dr.mvered like this," 
"Sir," Phil burst out suddeuiv, " I can't i" 
Tudor wheeled swiftly. It was almost as if he had 
been waiting for that desperate appeal. He caught 
up the native garment ami tltiny; it over Phil's 
shoulders. He diagged the heani (h.vvn over his 
face and secured the thutl’i tk abont he. head. Hs 
did it all with iiicredihle rapidiiv and a stieugththai 
would not be ganisaid. 

Then, holding Piiil fast in a nierctiess, irresistiblt 
grasp, he spoke : 

“ If you attempt to diHoliev me mm, 111 kill mysdl 
with my own fiands." 

There was no mLstaking the resoltiiion of his voice 
and it wrought the en<i of the battle an end inevit 
able. Phil realimi it ami acerpted it with a groan 
He did not utter tinolher wutd *if protest He mi 
conquered, humiliated, juiweiless f fnly when atlasi 
be was reatiy to depart he sioori op and fai‘«i Tudot 
as he had faced him on that slay that the latter had 
refused to give him a hearing 
"Pvc given in to ymi," he said, " hut it's to savi 
your life, if possible, and for no otlmr reason, Ym 
can think what you like of mr, but not -of hal 
Because, before Heaven. I Hrhevr this will break Iw 
heart" ^ 
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He would have said more, but Tudor cut him short. 

“Go ! he said. Go ! I know what I am doing — 
better than you think !” 

And I’lrl turned in silence and went out into the 
worid-widf starlight. 

(dlAPTER XI 
THi-. AWAKENING 

The sun WHS alnstdy high when Audrey awoke. She 
started up. rrlreshrd u, body and mind. Her first 
thought was nf her husliand. No doubt he had gone 
out long before. 1 le always rose early, even when off 
duty. 

Then she reinetiinere<l Phil, and her face contracted 
as all the trouble of the niglit Ixtfore rushed back upon 
her. Was he still living? she wondered. 

She slretehecl out her hand to ring for her aya/i. 
But ii.s silt- did so her eyes fell upon a table by her 
side aiui she r a tight sight of an envelope lying there. 
She picket! it up 

It was addressed to herself in her husband’s hand- 
writing, ami. with a sharp sense of anxiety, she tore 
ito(wn. The note it contained was characteristically 
brief : 

" I hope f»y the time you read this to have procured 
young Turner’s release, if he still lives— -at no very 
great cost. I beg you to believe. I desire the letter 
that you will find on my writing-table to be sent at 
once to the colonel There is also a note for Mrs, 
Raleigh, which I want you to deliver yourself. God 
bless you, Audrey I tr t 
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Audrey looked up from the Icttrr wiih 'itartleci cyej' 
and white che<d<s. What did it luf'an;- What 
he been doings in the ni^lit while she slept Ilowwaf 
it possible for him to kave saved Fliil ? 

Trembling:, she spranp^ from lirr \^rd an<i began to 
dress. Possibly the note^o Mr^;. Rahaph ma.dit explain 
the mystery. She would rido namd widi u at oncc^ 
She went into Tudor's mnni 'starting and 

found the letter for the {'mImiu*!. It was addressed 
and sealed, She gfave it !r» a irre w'uh orders to 
deliver it into the coloners ^ovu bauds wuliMtit dday 
Then, still quiverinj^^ with an appirhntsion she 
would not owm, she naaiiitrd aaid nnir away to 
the surgeon's bungulow. 

Mrs. Raleigh recrived her with suftie siirpirise. 

** Ah, come .in !*' sh-e said kmdly ’* r'm deliglii^dlo 
sec you, dear; but, sure, yuu are riding very liti 
And is there anything tfie matter d* 

'"YcsC guHped Audrey brrattdessly. ** I mean ao, 
I hope not. My husband Iuih has gone to try to 
save Phil Turner; and-»^and he left t imre for you, 
which I was lo deliver, He w'ent away in the uighf 
but he— of course he1L-tK? tmrk-' stwm !** 

Her voice faltered and died away. There was i 
look on Mrs Raleigids lace. Imiden as ti were bctiind 
her smile, that struck trrn^r to Audrey's hfan. 
thrust out the lelter in an iingtiish of tiuccmcoW 
suspense. 

''Read if f Read if !**»heimp!ored/Lind ffllmcwfiti 
has hapfienccb afukkly, for I I ihm't tiiiflmtwdf 
Mrs. Raleigh look the let ter, pas*! mg a sup}»jftii3| 
trm around the girl's quivering forin. 
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“Sit down, dear !” she said tenderly. 

Audrey obeyed, but her face was still raised in 
voiceIe.=s suiiphcation as Mrs. Raleigh opened the 
letter. The pause that followed was terrible to her. 
She endured it in wrung silence, her hands fast 
gripped 

Then Mrs. Reilciph tnrncd, and in her eyes was a 
deep conipa,ssion, a niiitfierly tenderness of pity, that 
W3.S to Audrey the cnnlirruation of her worst fears 

She did not spt;ak tigain. Her heart felt con- 
itricted, i.artdyzcd. But Mrs. Raleigh saw the en- 
treaty which, her wh.dtt body expressed, and, stooping, 
ihe took the rigid htinds into hers. 

“My dear," she s.-iid, “he has gone into the Hills 
in disguise, up to the native fort beyond Wara, as 
that i.s where he expects to find Phil. Heaven help 
him and bring then, both back!" 

Audrey st.ired ;it her with a stunned expression. 
Her lips were quite white, and Mrs. Raleigh thought 
she was going to faint. 

But And rev did not lose consciousness. She sat 
there a.s if turned to stone, trying to speak and failing 
to make any sound. At last, convulsively, words 
came. 

“They will take him for a spy.” she said, both hands 
pressed to hri throat as if something there hurt her 
intolcratdy. “ I'he Waris -torture--spie.s !" 

“My darling, my darling, we must hofte—ftope and 
pray I" said the Irishw-oman, holding her closely. 

Audrey turned suddenly, pas.sionate!y, in the en- 
[olding arms and clung to her as if in physical 
igony. 
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“You may, you •!><’ ^ dreadtj 

whis^Kir, “but I 1''^' ^ ■' " Du yoi 

in your heart heli'-vc he will fver i i ;ur , mi k ?" 

Mrs. Raki?,di did not an amt, 

Audrey went on, still holding' her ti;;li*iv: 

“Do you think I don't knuw whv hr wi.jf. 

It was to put me in your I'aie, 'unMu .r -hecauselii 
knew he "'.is never eomin}.' hut k .'Xnd shall I— shil 
1 tel! you why he went ?” 

“Darliiii’. hiidn hush !" ph-.ided Mo; R.ilfij'li, btt 
voice unsteady with I'inotioii " Uir-r, don't ayani 
more! Put vour head on mv shouhlrr. iove! [.cint 
hold you so !" 

But Audrey’s convulsive le Id did not rrlax, Sb 
had been a child all her lite up to that ni(iuient,l)«| 
like a worn out s,;af!ueiit, her child!'. ,od had slippej 
from her. and she hail emetned a woman TheoH 
happy ihmoraiiee was pone tor ever, and the revek, 
tion that had dispelled it wai a!ino.,» more lb 
she could bear, tier newly dr\rh ped wtunanhooi 
suffered as wuin.tnhood .done can sutler 

And yet, cwuld she have dr.iwn the veil once m® 
before her eyes and so have deadened that agob 
ing^ pain, she would not have dotie .o 
She was awake now t he lottp, lonp sleep witii ia 
gay dreams, its careless dluMoii'*. was over But itw 
betttar to be awake, better to »er and know things li 
they were, even if the anguish thereof killed her Ati 
so she refused tfie hushing coudort that only achild- 
•uch a child as she had been but yr»irrday~totii 
have found satisfying. 

"yes, I can tell you— now— svliy be went,'* 
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in that tense wliispcr which so wrung Mrs. Raleigh’s 

heart. “ He went- for my sake ! Think of it ! Think 

of it! He went liecausc I was fretting about Phil. 
He went !)ec;uise - because he thought— that Phil’s 

safety— meant my !iai)pincs.s, and that his safety— 

his — his precious life—didn’t — count!” 

The awful wartis sank into breathless silence. 
Mrs. Ra.leigli was crying silently. She was power- 
less to cope with tliis. But Audrey shed no tears. 
It was h<‘Vond tears and beyond mourning — this 
terrible n'velatiou that had conic to her. By-and-bye, 
it might be, liiith w.ptild come to her, if she lived. 

She rose suddenly at length with a sharp gasp, as 
of one seeking air. 

“I am going,” she said, in a clear, strong voice, 
"to the colonel. He will help me to save my husband." 

And w'ith that she turned to the veranda, and met 
the ccnimaiuiing i.ilu er face to face. There was 
another man behind him, but she did not look at 
him. She instantly, without a second's pause, ad- 
dressed the colonel, 

“I was coming to you," she said through her white 
lips. “You will help me. You mmst help me. My 
hu-sband is a prii.uner, and 1 am going into the Hills to 
find him. You must follow with men and guns. Ho 
must be saved whatever it costs." 

The colonel laid his Itand on her shoulder, looking 
down at her very eartieslly, very kindly. 

"My dear Mrs, rmior,” he said, “all that can be 
done .shall Ixt dour, all that is humanly pos.sibIe. I 
have already told Turner so. Did you know that he 
was safe 
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He drew her forward a step, and sIh* saw thatthe, 
man behind him was Phi! I'urner hiiiiHelf«^Pliil 
Turner, grave, strong, resnhitc, with all his manhood 
strung up to the monienPs eiiHT-Mnic'y, all liis boyhood 
submerged in a responsibility that ovfuwhdined ftc 
lesser part of him, leaving onlv that whuL was great 

He went straight up to Amirry ami tntdv the hands 
she stretcher! out to lum. Nnthrr of theuu felt tSic 
|;>resence of onlookers. 

“He saved my life, Mrs. Itidur!’' hr said simply 
“Tie forced me to take it at his haml'^. Hut Tin goinj 
back wuth some men to find him, You star herewitfc 
Mrs. Raleigh till we come back, Wr shall be quicka 
alone.” 

A great sob burst from Audrey. It as if thi 
few, gallant words hail luusmed the awful comtric 
tion at her heart. 

“ Oh, Phil, Phil 1” she cried l^ritkndy, “ You undet 
stand— what this is to me how* I lovr him--.how 
love him! Bnng him back lo me I Proimse, PM 
promise !” 

And Phil bent till his lips louHied ihr hands h 
held. 

** 1 will do It,” he said wtili rrvrirricr - ho lidpan 
God !” 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE RETURN 

AtL through the day and the night that followed 
Audrey watched and \\'aited. 

She spent the terrible hours at the Raleighs* bunga- 
low, scarcely conscious of her surroundings in her 
anguish of susjxnise. It possessed her like a raging 
fever, and she could not rest. At times it almost 
seemed to sutincatc her, and then she would pace to 
and fro, to and fro, liardly knowing what she did. 

Mn. Raltugh never left lier, caring for her with a 
maternal teiuieruess that never flagged. But for her 
Audrey would almost certainly have collapsed under 
the strain. 

*‘If he had only known! If he had only known!” 
she kept re{K*anng “ Hut how could he know? for I 
never showrii him. How could he even guess? And 
now he never can know. It's too late, too late I” 

Futile, bitter regret I All through the night it 
followed her, and wiam morning came the haggard 
misery it had wrought upon her face had robbed it of 
ill its youth. 

Mrs, Raleigh tried to comfort her with hopeful 
words, but she dit! not setun so much as to bear them. 
She was listening, listening intently, for every sound. 

It was ai'Huii noon that young Travers raced in, 
hot and breathless, hut he stopped short in evident 
dismay when he saw Audrey. He would have with- 
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drawn as precipitately as hr haci entrred, but si 
sprang after him and caugiit fiiin liy the arm! ' 
" You have news !” she cried wlhil^-, » . r 

Oh, what is it? Tril me quickly !” ' 

He hesitated aiul glanc<*d nervously jt W 
Raleigh. 

“ Ye.s, tdl her I” the latter said. “ It a . 

suspense." ' ■ 

And so briefly, jerkilv, the In.y hlurted out hi 
news : ■ 

“ Phil’s back again ; but ihrv haven’t got thernajot 
The fort was deserted, excrpt h.r ,,ne Od ,„aj, 
they have brought him along. I'hey are over zt th 
colonel’s bungalow lunv *' 

He paused, shocked by the awful look his tidii® 
had brought into Audrey’s r> r% * 

The next instant she had '.lu ung past him to ths 
open door and was gone, haieiiead.-d .uid distrauitht 
into the blazing sunshine ® ' 

How she covered the distance of long, white road 
to the colonel’s bungalow, Audrey never* remembered 
afterwards. Her agony of muid was too great forte 
team to register any iinpressm,, <,f physical strm 
She only knew that she ran and ran as one runs iai 
nightmare, til! suddenly she was on the veranda of 
the colonel’s bungalow, sttimhlnig, hreatiiless, cryte 
hoarsely for " Phil I Phil I" 

He came to her instantly, 

** ^**f-** strained tom 

^Where ,3 my husband ? You promised to bringfc 

to me! You pronmsed- yun fironnsed ” 

Her voice failed. She felt dmked. as if «„ i,a 
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hand were slowly, reniorselessly, crushing the life out 
of her panting heart. 1 hick darkness hovered above 
her, but she fought it from her wildly, frantically. 

"You proniisr^d ’’ She gasped again. 

He took her gently by the arm, supporting her. 

“Mrs. Tudor,” he said very earnestly, “I have done 
my best.” 

He led her unresisting into a room close by. The 
colonel was there, and with him a man in flowing, 
native garments. 

“Mrs. Tudor," said Phil, his hand closing tightly 
upon her arm, “ Ixdtme you blame me, I want you to 
speak to tins man. He can tell you more about your 
husband than I can." 

He spoke very quietly, very steadily, almost as if 
he were afraid she might not understand him. 

Audrey made an effort to collect her reding senses. 
The colonel bent towards her. 

"Don't be afraid of him, Mrs. Tudor!” he said 
kindly. “ 1 le is a friend, and he speaks English.” 

But Audrey did not so much as glance at the native, 
who stood, .silent and impassive, waiting to be ques- 
tioned. The agony of the past thirty hours had 
reached its limit. She sank into a chair by the 
colonel’s table and hid her face in her shaking 
hands. 

‘T've nothing to ask him,” she said hopelessly. 
"Eustace is dead— dead — dead, without ever know- 
ing how 1 loved him. Nothing matters now. There 
11 nothing left that ever can matter." 

Dead silence succeeded her words, then a quiet 
movement, then silaace again. 
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She did not look up or stir. Her passion of grief 
had burnt itself out. She was exhausted mentally 
and physically. 

Minutes passed, but she did tmt move. What waj 
there to rouse her? There was nothin^ left. She had 
no tears to shed. Tears were for small thing;}, This 
grief of hers was too iimueiise, tuo infinite for tears. 

Only at last something, some inner prompting, 
stirred her, and as if at the touch of a hand that com- 
pelled, she raised her head. 

She saw neither the colonel nor Phil, and a sharp 
prick of wonder pierced her lethargy of tic;, pair. She 
turned in her chair, obedient still to that inner force 
that compelled. Yes, they had gone. ( )nlv the native 
remained — an old, bent man, who humhly awaited 
her pleasure. His face was ahuost hidtien in his 
ckuddah. 

Audrey looked at him. 

“There is nothing to wait for." stir said at length, 

You need not stay," 

He did not move. It was as if he had not heard. 
Her wonder grew into a sort of detached curiosity. 
What did the man want ? She renirmfirred that the 
colonel had told her that he umierstood Knglish. 

“Is there — sorocthing— you wish to say to me?" 
she asked, and the bare utterance of the words kindled 
a feablc spark of hope within her, almost in spite of 
herself. 

He turned very slowly. 

“Yes, one thing," he said, paused an instant as she 
•prang to her feet with a great cry, thcti straightened 
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himself, pushed the chuddah back from his face, and 
flung out his arms to her passionately. 

“Audrey !” he said — “Audrey !” 


CHAPTER XIII 

HAPPINESS AGAIN 

By slow degrees Audrey learnt the story of her 
husband’s cscaiK*. 

It was Phil’s <loing in the main, he told her simply, 
and she imihrrstciod that but for Phil he would not 
have taken the trouble. Something Phil had said to 
him that night ha<l stuck in his mind, and it had 
finally decided him to make the attempt. 

Circumstances had favoured him. Moreover it was 
by no means the. lir.st time that he had been among 
the Hill tribes in native guise. One sentinel alone 
had returned to guard the hut after Phil’s departure, 
and this man he had succeeded in overpowering 
without raising an alarm. 

Then, disguising himself once more, he had 
managed to e.scape just Wore the dawn, and had 
lain hidden for hours among the boulders of the river- 
bed, fearing to emerge by daylight But in the even- 
ing he had left his hiding-place, and found the fort 
to be occupied by British troops. The Waris had 
gone to earth before their advance, and they had 
found the place deserted. 

He had forthwith presented himself in his disguise 
and had been taken before Phil, the oflficer-in- 
command. 



33 ^ 


THE PLACE OF HONOirR 


But surely he knew you 

'“Yes, he kucw lue. But I swore him to sect^yi 

She drew a little closer to him 

“Eustace, why she wliispereri,. 

His anii tightened ab<aj1 tier. 

“I had to know tlie tnitli he snifl. 

“Oh!” she murrmirc'd. “And now are yoi 
satisfied ?” 

He bent and kissed her fnreltfsid iri^aveiy, tenderiy 

“I am satisfu'd.” he s,nd. 

* • # • n 

“Well, didn’t I tell ymi so?” Phil_ who 

they shook hands later, 

Audrey did not ask him what he infant, for. with 
all his honesty, Phil could hr fniijinaliral wh<a be 
chose. Moreover, it really didn't innrh matter, for ti 
she tacitly admitted to herself, fond as slie was of him 
he no longer occupied the pl.iee of imnnur in her 
thoughts, and she was not vitally interrstefi in hia 
now that the trouble w.as over. 

So when, a few wwks later, Phil chf*TiIv packed hii 
belongings and departed to Poonati, having effected 
an exchange into the other battalion stationed there 
only his major understood why, and was sorry, 
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Wni'.N you cuuu' tn n-llfct that there are only a 
I'laiik ■ lii'twri 11 viiti :<iul the bottom of the Atlantic 
L'ln it nuik<v< v-ui trel sort of ])ensivc.” 

\ .mi i.ito!,,,, _ 

I'lu* "'trail'!'’!', '■uH'kiiif^ his eij^arette in the lee of the 
li.ck-eahiu’,.,‘’tunu’.l his' head sharply in the direction 
(the voiii- He eiu-'iuntrn'il the wide, unembarrassed 
\m ef a !’<"■>' evidently just come 

'^"'Thi'i.; yoms,” shi- irjnmfd composedly. “ Ithought 
it first yoa wrif sum'- "He I'lse." 

ill- siini’';;i'<l lie. slmulilrrs, ami turned away. Quite 
jbviiiU 'U h' u ■! ' H"t (U-'posed to be sociable upon so 
ilmuler an iiiti "dm tion. 

The I'ul h"%v<-\'<'r. made no move to retreat. She 
itoml tii"i'e;ht billy tapping on the boards with the 

^'“"\V,Te' ^'H''pL cards htst night down in the 
saloon? " shr .rdo'd presently. 

He ihiew ih*' ws'ids over his shoulder, not troubling^ 

‘“'fhe'ljiil sluvered. dhe morning air was damp and 

''■“yoii .. I ‘leal of that, Mr Mr. ” She 

rvlv. i.t . . » 

But tli'- lu-ui wiittlil till iti blank* 

"’I'lle' v'"'-.'.' 1 w.i' t"limg somewhat heavily, ami the 
splash of the dMttmg loam 

where they UoMd. I heie were no other lathes m sit.ht. 

1.1 


He smolvcd 
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SucUienly the dear. A!neaif:iifi hr. A,' Himughtlie 

maths barrier of sili'iar,i\ 

I know quite wvli uhat y*e! , v<r: :.:.,nv. You 
ilK'iy jvist as well idl are ytetr eii-' :t ■ ; ,ivt‘ mo, |q 

find it out for mystiih' 

He looked at lea then fier i!:u' nr t tnn,*. levuly, (^veii 
critically, I iis dean-shaveii nnrifu wri- .t riirious 
<n\pression. 

“ My name is W'trd/' he srtitfi ad<,-:r a, :ie rmrnt:. 

She nodded briskly. 

Vonr profe’tsiutia! name, I ‘cryiH. t', Vmi me a 

profi^ssiomah of c.ottrse r ” 

His ey<-s coutimed to wafen its i ne^Mvdy. Tk| 
went! blue eyes, pieicitedy, ieiJae lemr 
*' \N'hy ^ of course,' if on»‘ m tv a k / 

She ]an|.!fhetl a swnd late li, n*' m r« '-ihly ^^ay. 
Eyntliia Mortimer i'onhl be »'hai uiiueiv iir nnseqtsenl 
when she diosm 

I dond Hunk you ao' a let »l r-u kuMwAshi 
said. ^‘1 knew what yon weie dmsHv 1 saw yo« 
standing by the gam^wav wateln!!,: tfi.' p'‘t,|,j,* cuminj 
on board. You lo<4e*l le.d piMti fhfn, just a< 

if you didtht cart* a red nad wle ih ! . snelu ym 

man or not, 1 knew vou did » oie th*<‘i !i .utd 1 wai 
naidy to daunmvhen 1 kta-w vou lindud sC ium. Thin! 
you’ll track him down on our .'-arle f 

West turned !us eve^ om-e niMir upon file imav 
ing, gn^y water, cafeln^dy tlaliiu: ilc' a h imm hi* 
cigarette. 

*' I dond think,** he raid bri» !!\s I know/’ 

** Y'on kimw ? ** llu* wide < \ > > op- u. >1 wider, kl 
they gatheml no inform. deui Joua tl rmoi %jHi}idvi 
profile that smoked the iupiodfe. \*ei know wlioi 
Mr, Nat Verney is ? ** she boMiIu d, eloi- t i?t a whispt 
Ycm cloud ’say! Ihen thru v«m w«oiid leallj 
waitehing out for him at t!u“ ii inywav " 

He jerked up his head with an i nima.itn .d litiifin 

M,y methmH are nut so simple .v th ii le sad. 
Cynthia joined quite genrioirdv in lie^ Imde uoiwitt 
standing its hard note of iiduaih*. >|p had hrmw 
keenly interesttal in this mam m sjtite of posHlilya 
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;onscqii^'2;‘ <’ “t tilt’ rf!)utls he so unsparingly adminis- 
;ered. Sh'.“ n<*t accustomed to rebuffs, this girl 
rith Ir’i' tit licet r. liowii'-like beauty. The3r held for 
soiucilimc; ot tie- ('lierni of novelty, and abashed her 
lot at all. 

‘'And \'<»n rcellv think catch him?" she 

j^uestioiic'i. a nc»{ r <>f hfincst regret in her voice. 

“ Don't \'tHi \v;inl him to l>e caugirt ? ” 
lie pitclh'd. his t overboard and turned to her 

dill Lss churiedint cs in his bearing, 

Shr ni*'t hr* quilt' frankly. 

** 1 sliniil.l ju a h>\t' him to get away," she declared, 
dtli kiialliii ’, " Dh, 1 kn()w heN a regvilar sharper, 

ind Ilf’s swiihllcd hra|)s of |H'ople Fm one of them, 
0 1 know a iittl*' aiHurt it. lie swindled me out of 
ive hnndrt'fi drdhns, and 1 can tell 3/011 I was real 
rnul ;d la‘'t. Ful now Dint lie is Hying from justice, 
hn game mioigdi to want iiim to get away. I reckon 
ny sympalhies gciuiaily he with the hare, Mr. West. 
An sorry if it annoys ymi any, but 1 was created that 
vay/’ 

West was tt«>wuing, Irut he smiled with some 
:yniei-.m tws-r lit-r remarks. 

" la' ddrs." ‘-he lontimmd, " T couldn’t help admiring 
iim some. \U' ha:, a regular genius for swindling that 
nan. a.-orr witli me there ? " 

A, sinh!*'" he.ivy mi! of the v<*sstd pitched her forward 
jcfore la ciHild leplv. ife caught her round the waist, 
■aving Iwr lunn a InsidUmg fall, am! she clung to him, 
angliinri: hkf a < laid at tiu^ mishap. 

I rei'kun I'll iia.\'t‘ la.) go lielow," she decided regret- 
iilly. " ihd 3‘ou’ve been real good to me, and Fm 
;Iad 1 spukr/ l’vi‘ always bemi kind of prejudiced 
igahisl detective, fill totiay. My cousin Archie— you 
lUW him in the eaittnoom last nigiit"- -vowed 3/on were 
loflhiig hall fo inter»»4ing, Wh}" is it, 1 w'onder, that 
idective. aKva\ . louk hke journalists?" She looketl 
it liiiii with eyf'u of liiend!^’' criticism, ** You didn’t 
lective me, vmi er'c. Fmt tlien"- ingenuously—" Fm 
■eal Hiimrl in some waj’S, much smarter than you’d 
Link. Now you wmdt cut me nOKt time we meet, will 
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you? I'ni in ;f L vou to do 

something for me;' 

“ What do you want me to <ii> ! ’’ 

Tlie man's voiei.^ was hard. ^ '’’.i t- 

his question had in it a ,-haih' \\i r a m uf some- 
thing warmer than imu'e eiea^ ' O w 

SIu^ took him into .her i'Hiers :a.‘ wiAwr.i* an lustmit’s 
hesitation. 

“My cousin Archie vt»u mav hive 
wen' hudviug on Led. r.i dit \i s i v -a •*- ;.| ■ 

and heailslroug lo^t. hint he e.n;! a.s^td to lo^t ai^y^ 

and I ilon’t want !iitu to eiCtU' m qurf, You SiH^ I’nl 
sort Of fond <4 lum;’ 

Well ? " 

Tlu' man's ume dra-As d'-v..* n\. : hi^ 

His expression \\ae md rneMm.i-i:i o 

** Well/' site proi'trdid. imi;ma\r,i, “I ,nv you 
k>okin.g on, and 1 UN'kenr'd vhu E.'hed a. if vou kiiei^i 
a few things. So I tlmuejif In- 4 - .e," person tc 

ask. 1 can't look after lum , and hr* jimthfi- 'Well, 
she’s worse than usele'.s. l»nf a man a fval strong 
man like yon is tlitjeomt. r !v, if f wf ?. '* in miroite 

yoin couldn’t you look aif»‘i imo a. let u; -t fill wc got 

across ? " 

With mui'h simplu ay ehe tnade \u i :> a, Imt then 
was a tinge td anxiety in le-r ev»',. « Mt.auly West 

staring steadily fotih ttver flu* giev waefe uf tuiuhlinj 
waters, looked sunicieiitly forludduig. 

After sttveral seconds of sileiiM^ lie liturg an abrupl 
question : 

Why <lonH you a-^k some one else r 

** Tlnu'c is no one eKeh* ?4ie an avi led. 

“No one else?** Hr made a ly-umr m{ inipatieni 
incretiniily, 

** No one that I ran trust;* ?«!ii exidiuwd, 

And ym trust inr if ** 

** Of cmifse I do.;^ 

** Why ? ** Again hr looked at hri uuh a piffciij 
scnitin;^k His eyes held a savagig almo-u a thiealaiiij 
expression. 

But the girl only lauglird* lightly aiid 1 Hundrntly, 
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"Why? Oh just: because you are trustworthy ] 
guess. 1 ran ( think ol luiy other reason.” 

West’s h-nk !-el:L\(Hl, bcciunc abstracted, and finally 

fell :i\v:iv lier. ^ 

\ou .ipi'-Mi to !)(' a lady of some discernment,” he 
observed drylv. • 

She luuiiered her hand impulsively, her eyes 
dancitty. 

"M\', (hat’s (lie first pretty thing you’ve said to 
me!” sir- drrlared tliiipantly. “ I just like you, Mr. 
West ! Shake ! ” 

West was lerlin;; for his cigarette case. He gave 
her his hand wilhoul looking at her, as if her appro- 
bation did ink ;;ivnl!y ip’atify him. When she was 
gone hr inov.'.l aw.iv along ilic wind-swept deck with 
his collar up to hi i mrs and his head bent to the gale. 
His crtuvtT'..iiion with the .\inedran girl had not' ap- 
parentlv ni.idr liini ferl any more sociably inclined 
towiinis Iris t»’iln'\v |Kis';f-n,iSTs. 

* ♦ Jft s|t 

Ccrtjiiilv', ;is « yuthi.t lind dwchinul, young Archibald 
Batluirst vv.is an r n'c‘tM.iin;;ly ri'ckics.s player. He lacked 
the ;uri ina wool brain essential to a good card- 

player, with tie' irsiilt tliat lie lost much more often 
than he wnu. fbtt untwit hstanding this fact he had a 
passion fytr oard , whu h no amount of defeat could abate 
pa . .ittn whit h hr nevtu' failed to indulge wdieiievei 
ail oppnriuuit y [u t’-'d'utfd 

At tiir \'rry lunjurut when his cousin W’^as making 
her I'hiintiu <ui his !)rlhilf to tlu‘ surly Englishman oi: 
deck, hr UM>. srat^-t! in I hr salot^u with tlirce or four mer 
older tiMu liimsidf. pla\'jug and losing, playing anc 
losing,^ With almowt unvarying monotony, yet with £ 
feverish rriidj that had in it something tragic. 

lie ua'. rnli tlrr'r ami twenty, and, as he was'woir 
to rt'inarl, ill lurk thig^grd him pt‘rsistently at ever} 
turn. Hf' urvrr Idamri] lumself when rash sp(‘culatiun; 
failed, and he urvrr jmdited by hitter expmdence 
SimpHg til* was hy nature a spemithrift, high-spirited 
irapulsiv!*, weak, witli httie tliought for the future am 
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Hour at all for the past. \\'hri.-vr; li.* 
popular. His i^aietv aiul Ojinio in* a ■ loia favour, 
Hut no one toukjuni ssoreioi', \m one ever 

dreauud that his ill-lurk vv,t’; .i 
mirth. 

A good deal rd tuouey ha I < e* o !• - A \v!i,.n the 

party sepiiratei! ir) ditu*. hut. tu fi .1 'O . • E.ii hurst 
was as tisual a lo^rr, he diy»>liV^A^ um <I- ;i;r , (hilv^ 
as h(^ sauntered away to he* ^ ■tUui, !e* tie ,i langhinj 
challi'UgD, to tliost* wilo iteu.uri< d 

'■* Set‘ if I don't turn th fahl^ * p'- -“e’ . 

They laugluHl ^^ith hun. pui eiiu ^ luui veplr ehaif till 
lie was out td hearim; 1 he hov u. a . a. ’.ea.a Visui^ifster^ 
and In* knew how to !<».*', Mor,-!o* 1, e , «r‘‘niially 
believasl tliat he eentid .00*0! to pj\ !»■; lo . phasurvH* 

jiut a nnin wlit* mrt liim ‘.tidth^ulv »»u! '.ili* his rabiii 
ntad sonnahiug tdlnu' tlnui luduu'o u up- -u Ins tludieil 
face. He only saw !nm fa an n, laaif lln* next, 
Archie ha<i swung ji.ea: and wa . go:;-, a elaitging door 
slmtting him from sight. ^ 

When the littit* knot oi raid pi t*.oe , o .?.■ , saidrdator 
dinnrr tlieir !iuiui>rr wa^ .ui gne ut-d \ hroad- 

shtnild<*reii man, clean- shav»-iu uith i-a \ hltu* vyrs, 

Inul S(*raped ac«|uaintant*e wifli oin^ of fhtajg ami ki 
arri^pietl an iuvitatiim to iniii tlie plav. oiuf* siirprk 
was fidt among tin* fe-d. for fhi ► man had idl then been 
disposed to Imid a!o**f lioin hia P!l>a\ p i .»* leprs, pre- 
ferring a solitarv cigarette |o .lov aiini.oinenfs thal 
might he going forward. 

A New York man named Eiidd nmtieivd tq hh 
neightamr that tin* fellow might he all iigiid hut licW 
thii eyi*s of a sharper. I In* m n;id*“m in 
mnrnuireii the wonts " pnvaie d*"te»!ive;’ and iMi 
was relhwed. 

A.n:hie liithurst was tin* fed to 4iin«a and drifped 
into the place In? had t*ccnpie.i all thr ain-rfiotJii. If 
was iimnediafelv facing Ih** ’aiang' p wimMi he favaiird 
with a brief and sumi*wliai di^pai aging *aare Mm 

settling clown to ptay. 

The game was a pure gaintitfu Iliev plavnt swiftly, 
and in siknce. West seniied tu take lint inters 
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in the issHt\ but lu^. won sttvadily and surely. Young 
Bathurst, |)la\-uig f(‘vorishly, lost and lost, and lost 
again. Hu* lortuin^s of the other four players varied. 
But always Uio now r.omor won his ventures. 

Ihc ovisiin:; wa,s half ovt'.r when Archie suddenly 
and loudly <!onia,ndod higlnu' stakes, to turn his luck, 
as he expn'ssrt lit. 

“ Douhk* thoui if you said West. 

Rudd lookod at liiin with a distrustful eye, and said 
nothing* i lu* othrr players were disposed to accede 
to the l>oy s vehrnirut rt‘qui‘st, and after a little discus- 
sion the, mat t<*r was setthd to his satisfaction. The 
gaiiK^ was re-.unirti at hiylnu* ptunts. 

Some milnokma had drawn round the table scenting 
exdteinrnt. Arehit', sitting with his back to the wall, 
was playing with ht*a,dIong recklessness. For a while 
he continue M I to losf\ and tl urn suddenly and most im- 
exi>ect<Hl|y lu* l>rgau to win, A most rash speculation 
resulted in his lax’our, ami from tliat inoinent it seemed 
that his Itirk had turned. Once or twice he lost, but 
those occa^dnie. w«t<‘ far outbalanced by several brilliant 
CQHp^* I he tiilr had tunusl at last in his favour. 

He plavrd .e, a man pusse.ssfHl, swiftly and feverishly. 
Itseenu tl that In* and West wtu'e. to divide the honours. 
For West's hu k se.ireely varied, and Rudd continued 
to look at him a J.aueo. 

lH)r tlu‘ ctrratrt p.irt of an lunir young Bathurst won 
with S(*aivflv a, break, Hi! ihv, spectators began to chaff 
him upon his mUmarntis success. 

“ Yi)uhi better stnjv/' one man warned him. ** She's 
akekh* jad<% you kufav. liathnrst. Take too much for 
granted, anti 'Je-Hl ilrsfUd you." 

Hut liatlauot ilid m»t even seem to hear. He played 
witli lowered e\'es mid twitching mouth, and his 
hands sliouk perciguildy. The gambler's lust was upoi? 
him. 

'* lied! giMui all night, inurimmHl the onlookers. 

But tliiN prophecy was not to he fulfilled. 

It was a very small thing that stemmed the racing 
current of the lH»y*s siira-ess—no more than a sligdit 
click auiiilde uiily io a few, and Ihe tinkle of something 
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falling— but in an instaiit, suift a> a t Inna l-rbolt, the 
wings of tragody swnpt tlown ujxui thf- litth* pa^y 
^^atlicrcd alnnii thn tahln. 

Young iiathnrst uttorod a, qtnvr, half ali-krd 
niation, and divod dnwnuarda, Hnt lUa nmn next to 
him, an iuiglidiinan n.uuntl NnUim, thvrd^ alsn, juKlit 
was lio who, aftor a nannaut, ni’Jitrd hiia ,- li wuh some, 
thing shining in his hami whirh la* grimly to 

display to tine whnlo assnnhl* d (-unipatiy. It 
small folding inirn»r lit! In nanv than a tuy, it lunked- 
with a pin adtarhnti to its h’afluiii ha* i:, 

IXdihnrattdy Norton ttirnnd it nvt r, r \auiining it h 
such a way that othnrs mi tin nxanniun it Imu, Thrn, 
having counludnd his invra lajUMU oi tin. \iiv simple 
contrivan<“t% hn slappnd it dioxn n|Min ila* taldnwitha 
gesture of unutterable auitrmpf. 

“ Thi‘ st‘Cret of stmrnss,” hrnh.nvrd, 
livery on(‘ present lo<jketl a! Vo hir. uhu had sunk 
back in his chair white to the hp ,. Hr* » lur-d to li 
trying to say something, hut notljupit < ane* uf it. 

*Aik 1 then, qtnte rahnlv, ending a sUmu e niiae tmible 
than any tunmlt of word/h, ajiidliet veiiie*- nmde itself 
heanl. 

‘"Even st>, Mr. Norton/' West \u-nt h award, and 
with the utmost compostn'*’ pn-.si ..etl Intm.fjf of thg 
shining thing upon the fahha llti. is luv pro|X!rty. 
I have been n^oking yon hdlow-. alt tfie ev« mui:/* 

The avowal was so asfiuittdiiii: and tn,idr with siicii 
complete sang ffiud that one uttered e, w^rd. Only 
every tme turned from Arelne to ‘U.ite a! the m, in who 
tlms serenely claimed his own, 

He proeeedtHi with iiiivaiwing r'notur., lo rxplin 
himself, 

'' It was really thine as an exp^uint* nl/’ le* ^aid. 
am not a cardsharper hv prolrvaon, a-, of yoa 
already know. But in the toume tg M-itain investiga- 
tions hot roimeeled with l!i«- uiafler I imxv have in hand, 
I pickeil this thing up, and, being sniiirthiiig nf a .sperklist 
in certain forms of eheaiiiig, I niadt* up mv mind lutiy 
my hand at this and prove for iiivst-lf its cxtreie 
simplicity. Yon see how ea^y it k to ,swiiitlby geiitkmai, 
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and the danger to vvliich you expose yourselves 
Ihcre IS no nee.essity fur me to explain the trick fuXr 
mstrmnent speaks for itself. It is merdy a mltte; 
of dextent V. and keeping it out of sight.” ^ 

He held It up a sirond time before his amazed audi- 
ence, fwiste. It tins way and that, with the air of a 
conjurer displ.ivmg lus smartest trick, attached it finally 
to the lapel of Ills coat, and rose. ^ 

.As a pmelieal deniotisi ration it seems to have acted 
very wel u- lem.irked. ■’ Atui no harm done. If 

you an* uii st) a.iu L ’ 

Ho .-olleete.! I he notes at his elbow with a single 
careless ••ukI tossed them into the 

middle of tin table , lieu, With a brief, collective bow 
ho tuin.-d to go. but kuiid, the first to recover from 
his aiaa/.eiuinii sjir.mg impetuously to his feet. " One 
moment, sir ! he saiil. 

f<li«t of humour in his 

eyes.^ W i bout a sie.n^of ixu-t urbation he faced round, 
meeting tiu* Amnuaas hustile scrutiny calmly, judi- 

“ I wish to sing” said Kmhl, ” «n behalf of myself, 
aiiT-l flunk I m.iy fake it. -on behalf of these other 
genticintii also, that vour artmn was a most dastardly 
piece o impertmeare. to give it its tamest name. 
Matinaii)?, wy utm i axpact court manners from one of 
yoiu piufritMoic Imt \vo <lo look fur ordinary common 
honesty, lUit it sisaus that we look in vain. You have 
khayeil like a uhf;hty uut* skunk, sir. And if you don’t 
S(‘c that tlnuo s any rryin;t nt‘(‘d for a very iuinible 
apology, void ve got .diont the thickest hide that ever 
fniyrtl a htu;,** whip,'* 

Kvery <uie was sf.uiiling by the time this elaborate 
threat w.is uttered, and it was quite obvious that Ktuld 
vmeed the geiiei'.d opinion. 'I'he only one whose face 
expressed no indign.diou was .■\rcliie Haflmrst. He was 
leaning iig.uiist ihi- w.ill, mopping hi.s foreliead with a 
shakujit hand. 

No one lanlieil at hiun All attenth..m was centred 
upon West, who in»'t it with a rahn serenity sugi^estive 
of contempt. He shtavcf! hiinsdf in nu hurry to respond 
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to KuilTs mdktnumt^ and wIm-u diil it was aot 
exclusively to KutEl tliai 1 h‘ s|n<k<’. 

“I am sorry/’ he runlly said, th.i! \uu consider 
yourselves a^n^nrit'Vi'd hy my rxjunsi. at. i dt, 
myself sec in what way I ha,v<- iuim'rd \n\i. However, 
ptaiuips yon are the best judaw'-* that. 1i yo\i con- 
sider an a}:>oh>gy due to you. I am ready to 

apoU>gism” 

His glanec rested for a, seeoad uo-m Aoliie, then 
slowly swept the entire a<.'aOi}!d\-. ih» 0 ' \\ as seaut 

Imniility about him, a])olo;*y;r tliMuah la* imaht. 

Kiuhi rrtunietl Itis h*ok vitlynomi »li om. ihit it 
was XurUm who replied tt> W* aH * aHa d< h-uee uf 
himself, 

‘'It is Ihilhurst wlm is the er»Mh 4 hM-r/' he said, 
with a glance at that >nimp nrm. uIm. hegiamug 
to reawer from his ugitatiym “ H wa. a touihiol trkk 
to play, hut it’s iloue, Von wur/i ainnher oppor- 
tunity for your ^xperinumts mi !n..trH this hu.ip So- 
if Ihithnrst is sa1islu.nl 1 should “*ay the soeriier you 
apologise and clear out the !i, t trr/’ 

\Ve will contVsrate tln^, anvava v/*' ih'el.irvd Rudd, 
plucking the mirror from West s * ...u 

He flung it down, and ground tiis In- I np'Ui it with 
venomous intenthuu West nnieiv shni|p:ed liis 
shoulilers. 

"I apologise/* he said hrieilv, " *4u-elv and Cidlec- 
tively, to all concerned in inv ♦\peimairi, espj'cially*^ 
•—he made a slight paiisi*-- * Oi Mi, lialliiiist, wliuse 
run of luck I detgdy regret have nutaaiMl. If Mr. 
Bathurst issatished, I wil! now withdiaw/' 

He paused again, as if to give H.ithuisi an opinir* 
tunity to express an opinion. Hut Au hi»'* ^aid nothing 
whatever* - 11c was staring down upon iln* tabh*. and 
did not so much as rais^* his rves. 

West shrugged hb slunitthis »igaim e\rr "iM ■’liKlitly, 
and swung slowly U{xm his hnl. In .t 4 *,m 1 silence 
he walked away down the saloon. Xu oin- sjtoke ti 
he had gone. 

* • • * 


« 
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A iiii'ht had succeeded the grey, 

isty ila\ Ihi' (l.irkiiess came down upon the sea 
cc a pall, oovrnnii the long, heaving swell from 
,ht a -ia.k irss h, It wrapped close, such a dark- 


like a pall, <.o\rnn;i the long, heaving swell from 
sight a -iarkiirss hat wrapped close, such a dark- 
ness a^ eouhl I..- hh, -through which the spray drove 
blindly. 

Iheiy was small allraetiun for passengers on deck, 
and \\es( griniae..,! to himself as he emerged from 
the he.ilt d ( il im \ et it was not altogether distasteful 
to him. i r w.i , a, man in whom a calm atmosphere 
meant inhdri.mt;- ..laguaiinn. IJe was essentially born 
to his wa.\' in tin* wuiid, . 

For a uhilr h; p.,,v.! alone, to and fro, along the 
deserted deck, hr, iKuais hehind him, the inevitable 
cigiiiv te ...tw...n In, lips Ihit presently he paused 
aiitl stnoil hfiii t {(> Wir coinpanion by which he 
had. ascvna. a. it wa*. shdtnred here, and he leanS 
against tin- wnudw<»rk by wliich Cynthia Mortimer had 
supposed that morning, and smoked serenely 

ami nuMiitat ivnly. 


Minutes passrd. 'Ilien-e came tire sound of hurrying 
feet upmi tht^ idairs {nhind lurn, and he moved a little 
to one snie, pLuieiui.; downwanls. 

Uu* iii'ht at Ihr lu*.ui of the companion revealed 
a nnui aseending. harchaadt'd, and in evening dress. 
His fam*, npturnt‘d. gleanu‘d deathly white. It was 
the faea ot \rrhir Ihdlmrst. ' * 


West sndtlonly squanni his shoulders and blocked 
the npriiinp, 

"(io and gft an ovi*rcoat, you young fool!'' he 
said. 


Archie gave a girat start, stood a second, then, 
without a wont, tuniod hack and disappeared. 

West h'ft his .shrltru'rd ronuu* ami paced forward 
across the ih* came to a staml by t!ie rail, gating 

ontwank info the restless <JarkiU‘HS.* lliere seemed 
to be the iiiiit of a Muile in his intent eyes. 

A few iimre mimhes driftin! away. Then tliere 
fell :i^sh*p hfdiitid him ; a ham! touched his arm* 
ikaii I Hpe.ik to you ? " Archie asked* 

Slowly West turned. 
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“ If yon have anythinf; t>f inipnitaner to say,’' tig 
said. 

Archie faced hini witli a i|r-p. r.Ur wMhitinu, 

“I mini to ask yuu I wdui tu Limw what h 
thunder you did it for X’ 

“ fdi ? *’ said W'cht. IH«I uha,f r 
He almost drawled the \uad-., .i . i! tn e,p.e the boy 
time ti> control his aidtatiuu. 

Arcl'de stared at him im re* luh ci uv. 

You must know uha4. I mraii.''* 

“ Haven’t an idea.’* 

There was jtist a tiiruf' e>{ eMiifruipt flu. lituf in the 
words. What an um MU .einjia!*! • Imo- I i thr Irlh wwusl 
“ Hut you nmst ! " |h : a *1 Am liS', iflnniivriiig 
wildly. ’'T sup|HHe yoti ly. \s v.L.o \mu ut re dying 
just now wlum-avhen ^ ■ *’ 

*’ { ^emu’ally kmav what 1 am M!t:'«»'rved'\Vest 

** Then why—- ’* 

Arehie st\inihled .iiMiu, and f*:dl as. if iie hat] 

hurt himsidf. 

"I dmdt always care to di-seir‘.‘> t.uy lUMtives,*' sai<3 

Wt'st vary dioddfiliv 

“ Ihit surelv-- ’’ Ar« hie msM* \A\ yntl' d u|s ivalbiiij 
that by this s|asmodie method hi- wa . makin,i; nc 
headway, "Look luiv, mi/’ lie %,iid. niMir ijuktly 
yoi/ve done a big tiduy tTr me fn myltt a dashh 
fmc thing! Heaveu oulv kiioW'. what vmi disi il for 

** 1 have done uofliing i {hi \mu/’ said Wes’ 

shortly. You make a lui.dake/* 

But youdl mimit * 

** I admit uotlung/‘ 

He made as if lie would turn on Ids tieeh. lait Ardiii 

caught him by the arm. 

I know Tm a cur/* be said. And hr* msm* shud 
a little. I doidt womler \iai wmi/i N|'».ik to me 
But there are some lldugs that lai/t be h-fi nnsiiW 
Fm going <!own now, at oneiu to fell ilur.r {» Ihiws wlia 

actually hapi'iened/* 

, Then you are going to niaki' a big {*h4 of yoiird 

to no purpose/* s*iitl West 
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He stood still. sr;uiuing the boy’s face with pitiless 

eyes. Archu* \vntlnHl iiiipotently. 

‘‘I can A st.uul it !” he said, with vehemence. I 
thouglit 1 was !)la<“k,^iia,rcl enough to let you do it. 

But- MO tioiiht 1 iM u fooi^ as you say* — I find T 

can’t/’ 


“ \’nU 
himscH' Si 
he saiii. 


cari’t lo;l|. yourself,” said West. He planted 
luaivly ui front of <\rcliie. ” Listen to this ' ” 
\ Oil klutw what I am ? 


“They sav \’ou a,rf a dotiTtive,” said Archie. 


” J'.xarlly. And, as such, I do whatever suits mv 
puniuso witliuiif fxplainiui,' why to the rest of the 
world. It vou aiv loriunatc enough to glean a little 
aclvautiuy- Iroui wii.it 1 do. take it, and he quiet about 
it. Don t ham|H’i na* whli your ackno\vl(xlgnx I 
assure you 1 ho luore eonceru for your ultimate 

fate than thos.' lellows below that you've been swindling 
all tlie eveumj;. One tliin,g I will say, though, for 
your e.Kpress bem-ut, W.ii will never ■'make a good 
even an nulillen-uily good, gambler. And as to card- 
sharinu.g, you've no talent whatever. Better give it 
up,*’ 

His him* lotikfd stmiglit at Arcliie with a stare 
that was iip.'uly suprrcihmis, and Archie stood abashed. 

\ou you an* awtuliy good/* he stammered at 
length. 

West’s hriwf huu/i livcil in his memory for long 
after. It In^hl an imfi'seribablc sting, almost as if 
the mail iV A-nti d Hnint‘tlnng. Yet the next moiiient 
imexfun hi* hfltl nut his hand. 

“A matti't' id upiuion/* he ohsorviHl dryly, ’‘(mod 
i%^ht ! i\i'mt'iuh<’i what f hav<* sai<l to you/’ 

** 1 sliall ui’Vcr hajH'i if/* Archie said earnestly, 
lit* wrung the ext»'mlt*d hauc! hard, wu4tt*d an instant, 
then, as turned from him with that slight dianic- 
ktklk lift el file slmuldiTS* he moved away and went 
"beienv. 


t ^ m 


** Til just ltl«* a. little talk w,ith you, Mr. West, if I 



24 


THE SWINDi.i-.is 


may.” l.ightly tln' .uiilu iuiir, \.iii .ni' .!■ il him, and, 
as ft were, ag;tin-;>l his will. \\i -t s!*'"': -hi. 

She wus Ih-.’IhsmI heti le suiv 

shine, her hair IjImwii all .il-'ii la : I , i.. r pvy eyes 
wide ami tlariu;;. full rh an .di i! t'U . . Ih.it oiuld 

mil he igmuvil. She niyved h.rw.n.i wiih Iut l^ht, 
free, ste]! ami slotiil h.'Siile him. \\ I t V. .1, siiii.ikiiig 
as'usiial. His expressiun wa- d.-. i‘ :• •he -.m i v- I'yuthia 
glanced at him once nr iwier In tnsi ^ ... e. 

' “You mustn’t mind what I'ni i;.'ni ; lu a,k yim,” 
she said at lenjith ifnily. ''Nov.. Mj. \\..t, what 
was it— exaetiv that liappem d t;i tie- _ a.dunii last 
night ? I reekmi y.in'U t< 11 tm l-v m-i . it i! I pninHst;-- 
honest Injnu imt t<> t'-ll .ie,.an. ' , , . , . 

“Why shtnild l fell ym . said \\.:.t, iii has Imd, 

uufriemlly style. _ 

I'.yuthi.i was tind, united. lin .us-.., y.iu re a gentle- 
man,” she said Imldly. _ _ 

He shrugged hi^ i.hnnldei'i. I d.m t knuw what 
remson I have given ymi tu -..iv m».'‘ 

" No ? ’’ She liHiketl at him with .i luniiv little 
smile. "Well then, l jiml f'-'d i' tn mv hon-s; and 
nothing you do or leave umh'ne will la.d..- me believe 
the contrary.” 

“Much obliged to you, S.ud u. .t. ih, i.itie eyes 
were staring straight out ovei tlie ;.e.i to the lung, lilue 
skyline. Ho seemed too ale-miied in what he saw to 
pay much attention t» the gisl !■. .ide htni. 

But she was not to he sh-d.' n oii. “ Mr. West," 
she began again, breaking m n}ion im. .th m-e, 
you know what they ate saying .ihotit vm lod.iy ? " 

“ Haven’t an idea." 

" No," sJie said. "Ami 1 don’t aipp.r.e you cate 
eitlujr. But 1 care. It m.ittui a lot to ue ." 

“‘Don’t See how," threw m W.st, 

He turned in ids abrupt. »h--' om einug way, and 
gave her a pierdng look. >he avr-it. d ii. r f.we in- 
stantly, but he had caught hit un.iw.Ui-. 

" Good heavens ! " he said. ' W h.it's th-- lu.uter r' 
“ Nothing," site returned, with a ■.•at of i linked 
vehemence. “There's nothing ihe matter with me. 
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Only T’m fi't'Hii.y I'lully about—about what I asked 
you to <_ln \'rstoi'il.i,y. ^ I’d sooner have lost every dollar 
I luivi- in Iho World, if I had only known, than—than 

have yt Ml tin wh.it you did,’^ 

^'(irootl lu'iivt'ns ! ” Went said again. 

He waili'd a liftl.* (lien, looking down at her as she 
leaned u|H>n t hr rail with downcast face. At length, 
as slit* tiitl utH raisr hrr liead, lie addressed her for the 
first liint* on liis <nvn initiative; '' 

“ Miss Mritiinrr ! 

She made a. skidd; mowment to indicate that she 
was listt-niiie;. hut she rcinained gazing down into the 
gremi and whilr ol tij,r raring water. 

[Int'mr.eiru -ly hr iimveti a little nearer to her. There 
is no tieea .itMi tt.r ymi to feel badly/’ he said. I 
had my eun fnr what I did. It doesn’t much 

nia.tter wimi thry wen*. |>iit let me tell you for your 
comfort that nrither srK*ia]ly nor professionally has it 
done nu‘ any harm/' 

" Tht^y art* all saying : ^ Set a thief to catch a thief/ ” 
she inter|u*s(Mi, with siarurtliing like a sob in her voice. 

" Thi*v Man say ulial they like.” 

\\ t*s ( 1’ i / fi } e ‘ r X p i r : .sed the j 10 »s t s t ( )ical i ndi ff erence , 
but she wetuld not be maafnrted. 

if only i hadn i askt*d you to! ” slie murmured. 

He niade fii, |urulia,r, shrugging g(‘stiire. ** What 
does it matter Monaiver. what you asked of me 
was stunetiuiii: quite apart: from this. It had nothing 
whati^ver tu iln with it.” 

.sh(* stoud up ahai plv at that, and faced liirn with 
burning eye*.. " t ih. don’t tidl me that lie!” she 
e.wlainii-d par .n mairly. ” Tin not such a child as 
to be takmi m In* if, You don’t deceive me any, Mr, 
West, I know as well as you dih b‘Ater that the 
man who did tin* swindling’ last night was not you. 
And Tm sick i'lu downright sick wh iu‘ver I think 
of it ! ” 

Worst’s expiessioii cliauged slightly as he looked 
at her. ^ lb* Nemird to reganl her as a doct^ir regards 
the patient for whom he t?outemplates a idiange of 
treatiin^nt. 
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“See here,*’ he ahniptly s*ikl^ “ ^'nu an- tlwtressing , 
vonrself all to piiriHrM*. It y<ei v.:ll ptuinbt to 
keep it seerei, V\\ U II you I.mIs nt tl:r * j i*;’ 

, (lynthia’s fiu;‘o cliany^'t! ^ll'' a.aialit <*ai^n*rly 

at tlie ’‘Ves! I 

promise, of rotu'se, Aeal I lo tyuor t, i ii-aa.iMi ipy^ 

'' i Ix'lirvi' yon aro/' he said, wdli a -rim smile. 
“Wall, the (aet of the niattis i- tin , 1 l.i- mail we 

waul is on hoard this s!i;p. hut !>f ;s ^ .s Iv a private 
detec'tive, I don’t p? a wa’iait n*: hm arrest, 

Thert‘{i)re, all I tan tin :s to IrM* * .n; r. :■ ht. And 

I rail imly tio that hy tluttuie- h*n. a ! ■* ,! . possible 

oil’ lhi‘ srent. H he taln.i na ns a ■ .y . ■n.apcr, dl 
the Indteia bor lies a,s^ -hpp .s* .in ii r. .ii.d 1 pave 

to ]>lay liini pretty rarefnllv. 

He eeaseti, Cynthia’s ryes wvro rrrt.sAns: uuli-r and 
wider. 

Kai Verney on lioard llo"- ■dni‘ r slm iMS'.ped, 

He noddeth 

** Yes. You wanietl him t«t ;s't ilsliitt you! 

Bnt 1 don’t lliink lie will, turns _ lb will iiiMiKibly 
be aiTi'Sti'd dirertly we ims'h ^n:L, ieat^ laraii* 
time, 1 must watfh itut,” 

“ Oh ! ” laeathed ^ viJlua. " 1 h e. ’ wiih sudtlen 
hope dawning in her e'ves " it omIIx' v,a. . vuWt tlning, 
that Irirk at the mmltaltle hr a nmJa 
West ntti*rt‘d his lairf, Iran, I 
What tio yon lake ins* for ^ 

She heavi‘d a eoatt sisdi of oO.-i, 

“Anil it wusnt dolne, atnt^.tl!; rtii thankful 
yon told me. 1 tiionatn 1 tlnstalit Cn! it ihrsid 
maitia*, does it? Tell nna t|o t* !1 im , \|t. West/' 
drawing very rlose to him, ** \Uis'h whs h is Mr, Xat 
Verney?” 

\\Vst r*eemed to lu'^utate, 

” Oh, do tell me! “ she hrpm d ” ! in- I'm iiiily 
a woman, but 1 ahvay-* keop my wont t,. i iid mily 
two days more to N*ew \b'ak, 

He looked r!o*^ely into !ita r\i .m*! \ ; A » 

Tm trusting you mill my o pio n ^ 

It’s the, stout* reddawl man i‘alle'd hat^ld. 


!w oid. 
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"Mr. Rndd ? ” She started back. “ You don’t 
say'' ’I'liat: man ? ’’ 'rhcrc followed a short pause 
while she. (ligi-st('(l tlu^ information. Then, as on the 
rsrevious inornin.c:. she suddenly extended her hand. 
WVell, T h:ito that niati, anyway. And I reckon 
you’re real smart. If you like, Mr. West, I’ll help you 

towatc'hout” 

“Thanks! ’ said West. He took the little hand 
into a ti,t:ht Rri]\ still looking straight into her eyes. 
There %vas a light in his own that shone like a blue 
flame, “ Thanks ! ” lio said again, as he released it. 
"You're very jh'od, Mortimer. But you mustn’t 
be seen wilii nn'. you know. Yhni’ve got to remember 
that I’m a swimllm-." 

The girl lauj'h‘*il aloud. It pleased her to feel that 
this taciturn man luul taken her into his confidence at 
last. “ I shall n-mmidier,” she said lightly. 

And she went away, not only comforted, but gay 
of heart. 

m *1 * ★ ♦ 

Durini.^ t!u‘ nnuaiiuirr of the voyage, West was treated 
with exinauf' eunlta-.H tiy <^very one. It did not seem 
to abash him in the Irast. He came and went in the 
crowd with the ut nicest sangdnnd, always preoccupied, 
always si^lf rmOaineti. t‘ynthia observed Mm from a 
distanci- with athniiatinn. llie man had taken her 
fancy. Slie was keenly inttn’ested in his methods, as 
well as in his dft*idet!ly uimstial personality* She ob- 
served Kndd alan. and noted the obvious suspicion with 
which he reganhs! \\*est. On the night before their 
arrival she saw the latter alone for a moment, and 
whismircil to him that Mr* Kudd seemed uru'asy. At 
which infnuiiafnm West merely laughed sardonically. 
He was Indtling a small parcel, to which, after a moment, 
k drew her a! tent if an 

** I was gfnng to ask you to »accept this,** Ip said, 
**It is nothing very important, but I should like you 
to have It. Iloiih ffjien it before to-morrow,/* 

Wliat is it ? ankiHl Cynthia, to surprise* 
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He frowned in hi^ alniipt w:iy. 

''It doesirt in:i.itr’r ; suiarthio'^ with mL 

profossitm. I shouldn't ^ givo ii >ou. it I <lidiHknor 
you Woi’o to 1)0 trtislod. 

‘LBut; l:)ut -slio hosiiaiod a iitili-' ought I to 
takt‘ it ? ” 

lit’ iaiM'tl his sliouldors. 

" i shall ,t,nvo it to llio oaptain tor you. if yoQ 
But T wonhl lathoi givt* it in vou dio-ot.” 

In face of tins t yntlua ya IhH, frrhng a; jf iKocom.. 
pi‘lled lit*r. 

" Bui: mayud: I o|)on it ? 

"NoD West's oyos lodd lifO's for a ..'-eond, ''Not 
til! tounoronv. Auil, in t:ast; wo ilMn’t ur- > 1 again, I'll 
say pn>odd>yod' 

“ lUit wo shall met*! in New ;■ alo' urgi’d, witlj 

a' sudden souse of lto»s. 'Mu pi ap. in I'.nyoa ? jjy 
fathor would h‘‘ ival pleased in nu-^ i vtsi/' 

'VMuelii (ibligetlD said Wo'U, wiiJi Itis, gnin smile,' 

But Fin not much of a NrH;iri\" rmiiu Anrt I don’t 
think 1 sludl find inysolf in laeUarn at pO'-ontA 

" Tlieri ihon-- I sfi.uet ?voe ymi .oMiii t!ver?'” 
Cynthia's tone was nuei^nsonm .!\* Ua-'se, Till that 
moment she ha.d srarroiy owhsod ho/w < u;i«iii 4 y strong 
an attraction this man heiti i*o le i. 

West’s expression ehanprd, 111* <’mof ioiihss blue 
eyes became smldenly imoe !i!m% ami iutminr with a 
vital lire* He hamed lowtirds her as one on the verge 
of vehement sptMaii. 

Then abruptly his look woiil beyond laag and be 
checked lumstlf. 

" Who knows ‘f '* he said oaoTr , .ly. ( hnni-hy* for 
the present, anyway! IFs beoit a phM.anl voyagn-A 

He straighieueil himstdf with wools, intddod, and 
turned aside without sii inurh as foniditny, Iirr haiuL 

And Cynthia, ^lancinct tound with an iiistmrlife 
feeling of disoiuufitiire, saw Kiidd with aiiotliit man, 

. standing watching them at tlie miit i*f ihi- {la-oage. 

, , . # , ♦ « « ♦ 

In the dark of early rnonnng (lu-y .New York. 
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Most of t.ho passt/n.^-tjrs decided to remain on board for 
breakfast, \sin^“h was served at an early hour in the 
midst of a liiihhu!) and lunnoil indescribable. 

Cyiilhia. witli hor aunt; and Archie, partook of a 
hurried inoal in the of the ever-shifting crowd. 

She loolo'd in vaiii for West, her grey eyes searching 
perpeitntily. 

One aftrr anolluT came up to bid them good- 

bye, stood a. Ihtlo, talking, and presently drifted away. 
The whnit' ship tinm rud to end hummed like a hive of 
bees. 

Shi* was pjad uh<-n at, hmgth she was able to escape 
from tlio lausy ’'altMiu. Slu^ had not slept well, and her 
nerves wmv (ut ydgr. 1 ho meinory of that interrupted 
conversation vith \\«’st. of the confidence unspoken, 
went with lea rutU nnnilly. Slie had an almost feverish 
longing to soc iiim nnrv n\i>n\ even though it were in 
the heart of ihr crowd, lie had bemi about to tell her 
something. <d that she was certain. She had an 
intensi*. an ahmeU pas donate desire to know what it 
was. Suroly in* would not. he could not — go ashore 
without staang her aigiin ! 

She hail not intended to open the packet he had 
given her till ehe was a-ditaa* herstdf, but a palpitating 
curiosity tne.gid e\‘fr at her nesohition till at length 
she mmld le-a.t it no longer. \Vt‘St was nowhere to 
be setai, and slo’ h it she must know more. It was 
intolerable tn be thus Irft in llui tiark. Through the 
scurryittg multitude of departing passengm’s, sht^ began 
to make lea uay baek to htu* (‘alum Her progress was 
of neervkny slow, and once in a crowded corner she 
was stopped altogether. 

Two uiiui were talking together close to her. Their 
backs Were towards her, and in the general confusion 
■they clid not ubsei ve her futile impatience to pass. 

'' Hh, I knew file fellow was a wrong bug all along/’ 
were the first that filtered to the girl’s conscious- 

ness as she stoiid. Hut I ilidiiT think he was la^spon- 
sible for Hit* <%aril trick. I must say« Young Bathurst 
looked so a!miiiina!4y hangultjgd' 

It mm the luighHlimaih Norton, who spoke, and 
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the man who slcsod \viilt him um-> k’n^id. Cynthia 

tlu‘ iK.'ar pn\Heno.i‘ :h‘ laitri' uiih a, sensation, 

of (lisfj^nst. I. I is (ii'awliiit^ i\ieu\\ upon her 

inloltM'ahly. 

\Va;il/’ b* it u.i'^ jiia that i arh trick that 

opciu'sl iny i’yos f shtmMu'l h.ra*‘ nute rd hjiu^ othei;, 
wise. I kiu'w that ynunc: laoim; a wa . -.quan*. 
hasn’t the l>rainH in In* atiythniy rl *r. Atid win mi this 
chap huthni in witii Iris i lis'k r impudtMice, I 

gn«‘sse(l ri^^ht tlien tliat: we li.i’hft U'^t a h'- uuut'r to deal 
wil.lu Aft(U' that \ vvatr’he‘1 inr a hu, .oni tluM’tMvere 
sevtu'al Utth^ iMmh- that madt' me to ivOect, 

So the next evtutifuf I tp't a wn*-!'- m>’ ui y off to nq 

pariiuu' in New Yoi'k, a,iul I o » lom th.o did the trick 
When we canu‘ up alonua«le thi» net’.'’ n u th<* vulture! 

all ready for him. I teuk th‘'m t-* s. . . >iiun myself 
There was ms fuss at all He ’-au it wa ■ ali up. au(l\civ< 
in without a nuirnmr. 1 lew o'.ic jua in time 

thou|.^h. In another thufy ^» iMud.. in* wtHikl liavi 
been off. It was a real mmi! pe-ir nf work,. I ilatte; 
myself » to net .Mr. Nat V'erm'v ■»> m-atlv.“ 
dlie EtU'fhshman Is-yan ti» lau, ja. hMi ar!‘!oiily brofe 
off short as a ifiths face, wbite ami ipiiuntby cain« 
betwraui tliem. 

Wd'io is tliis man ? tin' lueh, !to athlr;,s vok 
deniandtul *' Whirh winch e- Mi. N o \riiif'y?’* 
RmUl lookrsl tlmvn at her l!ir»»iid!i uaiowvcd eyes 
He was smiling a small, hiHer aiuh , 

** Waal* Miss Mortimer/* tie !e yaiu ** I reckon yoi 
have first riglit lo kmnv • " 

She tunieil from liim impt'U*»u4v\ 

** You tel! mt%*' she eonmiaiidt fi 
Norton looked gemiiin ly nm “tahe aiifl* pre 

bably in eoiiser|neiH't% he answeied h< i well a giiitte 
that soundeti brnial 

It was West He has been an* .trd. Ilisow 
fault entirely. No one would lmv«'' ,<mp.M frr| him j 
he hadtCt been a h»ok and given !ii\ >«\\n -Tow away. 

He wasift a fot4! I'yntfna tla.lpd h.e k iteitd} 

He was my {.rbrid ! '* 

''I skmlclnT be .in loo great n hmry to tha 
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distinction,” n;niarkcil Rutld. " He’s about the best- 
loiown raM'.il in thi- two hemispheres.” 

But ryniliiu did nn|, wait to hear him. She had 
slipped pasl,, and was I'niu'. 

In her own cahin at last, she bolted the door and 
tore o]>i‘a tlial'^ paoki-t eminected with his profession 
which he had ipeon In r tin; niglit before. It contained 
aroll of noti's ini he v.-due of a lumdred pounds, wrappea 
inasht'ct of noli’paiMT on which was scrawled a single 
line: “With apologies from the man who swindled 
you.” 

There was no r.iipiature of any sort. Ifone was 
needed! Uhiui ( yuihia Imally loft her cabin an hour 
later, her eyrs wi i,- lu'iyht with that brightness which 
comes from Hut .bedding of many tears. 
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A SnylT-.E I'U " Tut, Swtw-MK’' 

Which I Dciiiftih: tt) the U /.•ti . [ '‘kctl for it 

I 

" Yhs. hut what's th<' t ynthia Mor- 

timrr f'cntly. " I I'.in urv<T iiianv ynii." 

“ You luiglit he ti» Jitf (mi .i htt. anyhow," 

ho urgoil, '* ami soo hew yen hk>- it," 

She iiuuie a tiuuint jjestuie uith her .tinw. jis thoagb 
she tried to lift seme hi .ivv wi u;hi. 

" I am very sorry," site s.uii. m tin- saiju* gentk 
voire. "It's real tiiee of y«m t'» think of it, Loti 
Bahbacomhe. Hut ymi si.e. I'm i{uiie sme 1 shimWnt 
like it. So that ends it. ih«< ‘»'! it " 

He stootl up to Ins full hi'ii;ht. and l'■^^^nlell Intwith 
a faint, nmfu! smile. 

" You're a very ohstinate giil. f yiithi.t," he said. 
She leaned bark in her ehair. hii.kmt.; tip .tt him with 
dear, grey eyes tfiat met !«s with alisuhite frmioiu, 

" I’m not a girl at all, Jaek." she ■•.ml " I gavuap 
all my pretensions to youtii manv, m.iny ymis ago." 
lie ntnlded, still faintly smihiig. 

" You were about nineteen, wer* n't yi'U ? " 

"No, I was past twenty-one." A eiinous note 
crept into her voice ; it soumled as if ‘.h- vveie sixsakisg 
of the dead. " It—wa-s Just twelve yr;us ago," sm 
said. 

Babbacombo's eyebrows went np, 

** 'What ! Are you past tliirty ? I had no idea" 

P 
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She laiKlu-a at liiiu a <|inck, gay laugh. 

“ Why, it’s t’iylii y<‘ars since I first met you.” 

" Is it ? < ht'avens, how the time goes — wasted 

time, too, c yailtia ! \\ might liave been awfully happy 
together all this linns U'dl ”~-^with a sharp sigh — 
''wcran’l ga-t it l>a<-k again. But anyhow, we needn't 
squander any ni<>rr of it, if only you will be reasonable.” 

Sh(‘ shook hor IomE : then, with one of those quick 
impulses that, wero a, part of her charm, she sprang 
lightly lip and gnive liini !>oth her hands. 

Nh>, jaek," ele* said. *Wo-^mo --no 1 I’m not 

reasonahle. Tin jnra, a drivdling, idiotic fool But — 
but 1 b>ve in\' fooli .iinrss too wtill ever to part with it. 
Ever, did T aiv No, even I am not quite so foolish as 
that. Ihit it’.> sublime enough to liold me tilL—till I 
know for eerlaiu \vh« flea whether tlie thing I call love 
is real or t>r only a sham.” 

There was jse»-aon in her voice, and her eyes were 
suddenly full of tfan* ; but slu* kept tliem upturned to 
his as timu.gii siu' idisitied with him to understand. 

He looked down at her vny kindly, very steadily, 
holding her inuuh* ehe,rly in his own. There was no 
hint of ehagg iu on his eleau shavmi face -—only the utmost 
kindness. 

'' Don’t cry ! '' lu* -aid gently. ** Tell me about this 
sublime hioledmev, of yimrs alauit the tiling you call- 
love. I ledp vou, knows ?— to 

hud out if It i . the real thing or not.” 

Her lips w«ae ipnv<*nnrp 

rv(* never t«dt| a mmiI,” she sakL ** I— am half 
afraid/' 

" Nouseusig dinar ! ” he |>roti‘sted. 

But I am/* ?dii* persistial ” It's stich an absurd 
romaiiee t!ii?> id tmne, so alisurd that you’ll laugli at 
it, just at tied. Aiui thtm-— afterwards you will— 

disap|>riive/’ 

*' My ihmr gid/’ la* saiil, ** have never enter- 
taiiwil s-inalb'st fi'gaid for my opinion before. Why 
begin to-dav W’ 

She laiighni a httle, luruiiig from, him to brush away 
her tcai’s. 
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'\sit down/* sail!. “ ; 
iiorricl. strong rigartito^. iif yi 
F’r’aps ril try and Irll ynn, I 
not to look at ino. And yott'o' 
till Vw (iom*. Inst ■ snndO’. i 


.larK you're 

worj 


Sll<' Srlt It'd htisrlf oil tin- li I« || tui'! . 
fact- turuiul from him to ih'' !;tr. j , 
sat ihnvn :i.s siic ilii-ui'il, aiiil tun!.; ;n( 
cigtinitr. 

As lilt' sci'iit itf it fcai'hi'i! hi'i ■ ]>•' („ 
tim hii;li. AiinTii an \'uji i- Js- h.iii i unf 
was tuitliing jticrciiig alx.n: ii ; ti u.i 
trtthlf, 


^ 'vitliiie, 
■ 1 '‘ii)hii(;oni|)( 

and li;,'htej ! 

t'l speak i[ 
’ Then 

''I'M!', sweei 


"It liaiiiii'iinl wli.'ii I w,i. m it lit Attn 

Hatlnirsl'f, wiiii!. Vuii kimv. , it v,.i with h. i am) 
c.tHisin Ai'chif th.at 1 tm i dni hmi.p.-, My! jj 
long timi; ago! I'vr lit . u mi!).,! il,,- tT,„r 

sitin' tlnm t wife with {luut di .o 1 '"jip.e with jji- 
Ardih'. al'ti'f lu‘ dinl, uiid tin- l.i i iiuj. .liimi*. And" 
didn’t like that last titm- a tmtc I w.i , hkr thi* nianii 
'The Pilgrim's Progn.'.s' 1 fi„,k ,„v l,ui4)i wlutcve 
I went. Still, ! had to ,!o ..'m. fliiiu;. A,.u were bin 
game shooting. I'd h.t\r gu;,, Muh ,j you'd hay. 
had me nmnarrii'd. P.nt 1 km-w vuts w, ..ddipy j juj 
had to mess anmnd by mv ■ If. i 'h. In;, k-, I wa 
tired I w;ts timi ' lint 1 !.» pi -..n t,. mveif it wa 

the last joutney helot.' f.i. k, u \..'j n't pulUyQ, 
your weed will go out. W hne w.i | p,„ ;nTjii,lpj 

boring you. '^'oti etm go to ■,!. . p if v.ii hi..., ; 

was on the voyage ha.'k. 'lIi' u «.i .i lu.ui on ban 
that every one said was a jaiv.ifr d' t. . tm p \va..ia 
the time of the giisit N.tt \ ‘.wiiidl'''., Von re 

memher. of nitirse ? And -...m. le .w vu .dl jinitpHl tt 

the eonrhision tliat he was n.,. kim; him i timembe 
seeing him when we hist w.-m on h. .n,i ,,t t tvitpool 
Me was stauding by the g.mgu iv w.n. huig llie rnnw 
with the hhiest eyes on tailh, .m l 1 (. ..k hint fnrt 
detective right away, ilni {.t.dhh.ti th n ivassiw 
thing about him something I km-i ..f 1,1.. 1, that mad' 
me feel I wanted to know littti it*’ w ,i . eiding every 
body, but 1 matie him talk to me, Vi*,, ktj'.w my way,' 
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She iiiointnit. and leaning forward, gazed 

into tin ' In-art <*f ih<‘ iirr* with wide, intent eyes. 

The man in the rhair l>eliind her smoked on silently 
with a (Irawii fa<-e. 

"He was vvry leurid to me,” she went on, her voice 
soft and sl<*w as thnn;di she were describing something 
seen in a vi.d<m, “ thr only man who ever was. But 
I—do yen knnw. I hk«‘(l liiin all the more for that? 

I didn’t tiirt with him. I duhYt try. He wasn’t the 

sort oiK^ could llirt with. He was liard- -hard as iron, 

clean“Shav(‘ii, with au inunensely powerful jaw, and eyes 
that looked <d(‘aii througli you. He was one of those 
short, broad khi.'di 'hunm you know the sort — out of 
pr()])oriion rvta vw loTe, l)ui; so spleiuiidly sti'ong. He 
just hat<‘d mt‘ tnr making friends witli him. It was real 
funny.” , ^ 

An odd lit t h‘ note uf laughter ran through the words— 
that lauiddiT whieli is akin to tears. 

*VBut I ilidud eare for that,” she said. ” It didn’t 
hurt me \n the lea*.!, lit* was too big to give offence to 
an impmltrnt little minx lik<‘ me. Besides, I wanted 
him to h«d|> iut\ ant i aftei' a !>it 1 told liim so. Archie — 
my consiii, \'tm know ; he wsis only a boy then— was 
mad on ea;r’d |d.a.ytntt at tliat time. And I was real 
worrietl a!»out liim. 1 kntav In* would get into a hole 
sooner or latrr. mni 1 ])eggn*d my surly Englishman to 
keep an mi him. ( di, I was a fool ! I was a brain- 
te, chaltt'iing Idu} 1 And I’m much better now, 
I often thitik.” 

Cynthia’s hand went iip to lier (*yes. The vision in 
the lire was all blnrrtsl atiti iiaiistinct. 

babhacMinli- wa i b*amng forward, listening intently. 
The fn'fdiadit ihrk'-rrd un Itis face, shelving it very grave 
and still, lb* did not atti'Uipt to speak. 

NeVintleT'- .s, attor a inonnmt, t'ynthia made a 
.wavering movement with one hand in his direction. 

" Ihn inn mying, faek, Don't be silly! Tm sure 
your cigaifdte is uio A 

■ It was. lb* intele-d it |Ke 4 her into the tire. 

aiiothsiA she pleaded. ”! love them so. 
They are the kind hv always smoked. That’s nearly 

3 I'' 
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the end of the ntory. A‘eu eljiur.i 
1‘lnit very nii.rht Arelne ilu\ r:< t nee .i e, iKuioii. 
aiui the only way mv friend e^nie hi'i i.in, 
getting down intu it liiuiself. fir -ir.-rVi hnis^ but 
at his own expiiise ; fns- it rnutir y* hr-.m tn reflect 
And in the end ini In' vJirn V'>> t .i'';. n-.in 
they eanit' on and .i:td an^ a» *! him rarlyintiie 

morning-- I h ' fore I knrw. \ on -.rr, ij,. wan 

Verne'*yf’ * , 

dynihia‘s dark hrad wa •■iiddrrfv n pen her 

hands. She wa-^ Lm t to and !;o m d‘ir ^ a 

'* And it wa'» my fae:lf/‘ • h 'tiMi d a;l nn* fault 
If— if he hadn't tUni^ thaf ta;! ’ !*»: im , "iir wouli 
ha,ve known no uiu' w^eiM ha^r - a d ! 

She hntl hoiken down eMntrt!- o l\ .a i . y tiuMiiaa 
W'litf lieard lit’!' \¥ondeir<k \vit!{ a do-i y * "0,; -a oiniplint^ 
often she liad wept, in efm<f airi 1 n.^ .-,,d, •: t^d sb 
was \vt‘c>|,Hng mnv,^ 

He i)(»re it till his Ininiaiiitv rfidrin:* no lumber. 
And then, very geMlIy. he^ rratr||r-*i o?if. I'Mirhag hey 
drew' !n*r to him, pillenviad lu-r lirml ou fa . -hoiiidft. 

** Don’t cry, t’ynihia/' hr win pmed eantfstlv, 
** It’s heartdmeakiiig work, firar, ami o d'*‘'sii't Ih 4 
Thera! !.et me hrdd yeni till v»,ei„ f* . f h* iter, Yor 
can’t refuse comhut from an old ti ir-iiii med 
She yielded to him nmO Iv fo: a lotir, idl hur grief 
had somewlnd ^dHmt, it*, elf. I |e m wn Ij a hnl-' qiiivitinj 

smile^ she lifted her htsiil and looki *1 lyijj fiaight in the 
face. 

** thank yon, jaekd’ she 'an!. '* \*o!i ‘Vou’ve tta 

me good, ihit it*s not gnnd f^»r voiy m it r* I’ve imi 
you quite damp. Ymi dond thmk v-ndl * a!» h nkir’ 
-’-dabbing at his should* t with in i ha no la n liei 
ile took her hamt and staved n. 

There is nothing in itm, woildd' lir mi,| gnivdy 
that I would so glatilv do a-. Imlp VM*y t vidhia. Will 
yomdKdieve this, ami treat tm* lioin fin - %taiidm,iiit 
only ? 

She turned back to the Iht. Imi ahr irft h-i* Inmliji 

his. 

'*'My clear/* rfia sanl, in iin ihIi! in tie i }e4eii vote, 
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just lik<‘ ynii to say so, and I guess I shan’t forget 
II Wfl! ! 'i iiyif’s !iiy romance in a nutshell 

He didn’t rar<‘ a for me till just the last. He cared 
tlion, hid it ^ves too lah* to come to anything. They 
gliippcd him haek ayaiii. you know, and he was sentenced 
to fifteen \vars’ ymial servitude. He’s done nearly 
twelve, aiui ho’s coming out next month on ticket-of- 
leavo.” 

‘‘ Oh, kyiil Ilia ! ” 

Babharomhr l)*mt his Imad suddenly upon her hand, 
andsid; lmis(' and cihmt. 

‘'I kiuav,” sho ‘.Slid I know. It sounds simply 
tnonstrous, put into bald words. I sometimes wonder 

inysidf if it eau po .sibly br true - if I, Cynthia M'ortimer, 

can u'allv in‘ sm h a ftiol. But I can’t possibly tell for 
certain till I sei- him agmim I must see him again some- 
how. lE‘e waited ail these ycau'S all tlrese years.” 

Babhacomlie groaned, 

"And supfHtse, wlimi you’ve seen him,, you still 
cate ? ” 

Slu^ sh<»ok h'*r le*ad. 

" What th**n, Ja^k ? T don‘t know ; I don’t know.” 

lie pull'tl lumo*'lf tugfther, and sat up. 

"Do you know whmt* ht' is ? ” 

"Yes! He IS at Darren ililk He has been there for 
five years mnv. My st4ieit(a' knows that I take an 
interest in hum lb* rails it philanthropy.” Cynthia 
smiled faiullv into the tin*. ” \ was one of the peo])le 
he ftwiiuUetl” da* '‘.nd. ” lint he ]>akl me back.” 

She rose and wmii aeross the room to a bureau in 
a corner, Sin* unlorloni a drawt*r, and took' sornetlnng 
from it, Kh’tuniimp stie laid a packet of notes in 
Babbaeo!alH‘’s haud-^. 

"I could imver pail with them,” she said. ” He 
gave tlcmi to me in a *eahnl parcel the last time I saw 
Mm, IDs only a hiimtied poundH. Yes, that was the 
message lie wiote, ikm you read it ? * Witli apologies 

from the man who swindled you/ As if I caiaul for the 
wretclitsl umiii'V ! '* 

BabbacoiiiiH*’ frowned i>wr the writing in silence. , 
*'Why don't yiui say what you think* Jack?,’' she 
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said “ W'hy duni (:ainuni a 
and me a |>r')er, naiiatini^ h^l ! 

“lam in tlii.uk h*a,v 1 *\ni ;,yp you;> jjg 

answered ly. “ liavt- ynu any ui.i.; - 

“ No, notJuiiy deunili’;’ Nh»- '.asL ■' it i, diriinnii; j.^ 
know what to do. Ih- kta^'a . iaa* tii:;: ; 
a friend who will iM-lp him wiira hi' 

horrildy poor, you km’W, am! I’m i* u<it. 
coiirsiy I w'kailv! do \i :uuni)ui^KiAy, Aa 1 h-' tlauks'liis 
frieuti is a man.** 

iSabhaeomlH: poufirred wifii dm'an brows, 
“ryuthia/* hr said slowiv. ai I'liph. “suppose } 
take tliis mattiT into my own hafuls, .--.p | 

it possible for you tt» sro tin* m.ei trs ui.i|r, will vuu 
be i^mded euturlv bv me r \\ hi vm pionuso'nn 
solemnly to lakr no ued ‘'tep ni auv d mjutiuu; h 
short, lev <lo notliinu u it hoot t 'tnadtui:; mo r Will you 
promise me, Pyntlria f ’* 

Me sj-mke very eaiarsily, 1 lii* slunvecl her 

tire resohdion m his fare. 

** Of course I will piomi.r- yau hwk;’’ slie said 
instantly. I wotihi tru.'.i mv-Tif In.dy and sciul ia 
your keeping. Hut ulia.! ran vou do r 
“ I might do t ill's' ‘ he sau.h “ ! iimtlit |Hj.se as his 
unknown frieml aimllier |.r!idaiii hi * »pr4, i’yuthia," 
Me smiled rather gnmly. " 1 mndit lut hoki of liirn 
when he romes out, give him soim ihiu » tw do to krep 
his head atmve water. If Iw In » at;v m mliood in him, 
he Nvond mind what he tala * And I mnh! hitiTji 
I tliougiit it praeticabie 1 onlv rav ’ d ‘ i viithia, for 
after many years of priNon lif’- a man rahi always fit 
company for a lady f miuhf miaft-r ilu,! voii shmiH 
see him in some almifnielv «a.tial fa ir-.u. If you 
consent to tins arraitg»utien! you mu f 1< avt* tkt 
entirely to rncu” 

'' But you will nate to tio it ! ** ufie r\a kmmd. 

He rose ’*I^wi!t4oit fr»i vom u.ilon'' Iw '^aitl *d 
shall not hate it if it inake^ you ver thnutH as Iky 
ared*' 

Oh, but you are good/^ s!r said iimiiidoiisly- 

' you are godi H"' 
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♦«Ilovo a iirn>d woinaii,’^ he answered gravely. 

And with t.liat; he turned and left her alone in the 
jrelight wilii her romance. 


If 

It was early on a dark N<)vember day that the prison 
[fate at Ihinvn 11 ill nprued to allow a convict who had 
just coinpl'*ted t\vflvt‘ yteirs' penal servitude to pass out 
ifrce man. 

A motor i‘ar was drawn up at the side of the kerb as 
[icenna'gad. and a man in a long ovm'coat, with another 
slung on hi . aim. wir> paring up and down. 

Ih; whorl^ d at the (hosing of the gate, and they stood 
[acc to fat'r. 

There was a iinnnenf's (liUkuiIt silence; then the 
man witi^ tho mntnr s|>ok(\ 

Mr. Wot.t, I think ? " 

■ The othor looke*l liiin tip and down in a single com- 
prclumsivo e.huiia* lliat was like tlu^ flash of a sword 
blade. 

“ ('evtaiuly." ho ' .n«i emlly, if you prefer it."' 

He wa ’ a .Inat, thmk S(‘t man of past forty, with a 
face so gnmiv linod as ts) mask all e.xpn^ssion. His eyes 
alone wmv \avidly alort, 'Fhey wtu'e the bluest eyes 
that IkthliooMuibo had even seen. 

lie aeorptrd th(* <nn-t aidcnowhaiginent with grave 
courtesv. and mado a mthi(ni toward tlu' car, 

'' W ill yis! tn .My naint‘ is Bahbacurnbe. I am 
hem t(^ mord* yon. as no dtmbt ytm have been told. 
You had Inttrr wt\u' this’' opening out the coat he 
carrioti. 

But \V(-4 inimiiKal motionl(*ss, facing jiim on the 
grey, deseitt'tl }o;td, ** Before I come with yoti, ^ he 
said, in hm buef. idipin^! style, *Mhere is one thing I 
want t(^ know, Mr. you patronising me for the sake of 
philaulhropv. or for ' 'Soine reason ? 

As Ilf* utleiml the «|iiestiun, he lixed Bablxiconibe 
with a stare flmt was mil without insokmce. 
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l>a!:)l)actHnbr‘ did nn! hr at 
not a man to he <ii ’.eu 

“ You can put it tlt.j\vn tu a 
' *' e Kce I :)t; pi i i h u i t. h n ) i: ) y . * * 

West cuiLsidtO'ed a ninniciit 
“ VYry well, sir/’' ha ‘^aid . 
sli,ithtly mntiifitni. '* In tied i 
lie turned al'Hrut, anil tlni 
]i;d)i)a,con!il.}r* Iieli! fnr him, ' 
witliout a leickwarvl yhiie/’e, 
inotnr. 

I>a.hh,n”nnihe started the* t 
Tn a, anther unaurnt tlie*v h 
drippiiu* nast, aud llie |:frra:en 
'i hronrh mile aflfsr mil'- lli 
sat witli his rhiu liuiieel in 
starin|4 straight aliead. ital^ 
nt'ver glanced at him oius*. 

Thnmgh villages, threeii!* 
stretches td typen ceiuiitrv tiir- 
ening, hut never sto|jpiniy 
Icngtlh nuastlingactemiirv of ! 
running streams. I hey hat! 
It was nearly noon. 

For the first time sim-e ihrit 


just getting in.d* 

mind me/* :,aU We'g. 

Bahhactymlx^ w*1h slacleiang epr.-d, 

. ** Ifs a fine hunfing vimutivj' lir ui/ .eued. 
Wfume is it ? asked We-a. 

iwmt of it/* lliev wrre neanine 


Ui lU'i 

C ;< « ' 't S . 

"■Cv- Hew„ 

ill\ 1 llii, ; \ . Ii 

‘ ‘‘i'''.” hesaid, 

Oc.dlv. hi, 

. . ■ t m 

■' ■ ’"’Sivetoni 

< . : ' ‘ i 'r. : . ; 1 


hi > .trn; 

‘-‘b, ihf coj 

firUrdi ig! 

/'■ '.''dliir, am 

^4e|eud i:. 

■ ’ '1“' waitiiij 

-n itcs a'.ui 

t".e\vn! llijj 

i . e i ' ' ; , > ’ 

into tb 

e* , i t i . ‘ , 



b !i(v, Wes 

Ins tMjf, 

■ 1' I.i'i'h eye 

d M* i eul ‘t . 

II Uu; wheel 

'Ii t-.;vcs, 

loni 

V di !' d,^ M , 

inns slack 

1 hr '»fUI h|"< 

liinni^ha 

fud'i auti V.M' 

' > 111(1 silvw 

hr a fr.r.ti 

; inr liimrs 

Uait lhf!d. 

spoke 

n f,:i4Ug Ihi* 

I":-;, Uc'ffl 


Mnoatli!} 


with a giimj ise (jf at 


fi' 

•Ird 


nieil* d 
'' If 


WVst, 
nerds 1 


down a long avenue of hwrh tiers, 
open gateway at tlie enih 
** It must take Hoiiit* rnairaemr* 

It dties/* ilaiihaeoiiihr aiio\i 
capable maitd* ' 

they reached the gah*wav, pasniiip titid i .t?i arciiol 

gom:. Bfytmd it by wi.i.- Min,!,.-, land, 

Kabbits stnittfcd m thf snnddi).-. .md tiad- 1 ihe to 
here and there they had gltinjws ut »!i » r. 
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“Ever riiMi'u lu Iioimds ? ” asked Babbacombe. 
Ilie 111:111 b.'side him turned with a movement half 

53. 

" in(‘ <Hi horse/^ he said, “ and I will show 

what 1 <'a!i (h‘ ” 




in iiu." 

Babl>'a{'*anlu‘ n«>‘hh'ti, cnnscirms for the first time of a 
warmth <*i‘ :.\ inp>ithv for tlit‘ man. Whatever his sins, 
he must luua* suilt-red infernally during the past twelve 
years. 

Twelve years ! 


vv..... . Ve gods! It was half a lifetime 1 

It represt‘ufed (ht* whoU* of his manhood to Babba- 
comhe. l\v<lve y(';u's ago he had been an under- 
gnuluatv at ('.a.mi'ri(li;.‘. 

° jlo drove on thnm;;li the undulating stretches of 
FarringdiMii Park, his favourite heritage, trying tc 
realise what oitvft twelve years in a convict prison would 
have had upon hinra-lf, what his outlook would ulti- 
matelv ha\'e beemiie, and what in actual fact was th< 
outlook and geuer.il attitude of the man who had come 
through this loiii’, purgatory. 

Sweepiai; round a rise in the ground, they canu 
into .sudil’en si:'ld of tilt; castle. Ancient anc 
splcndiil it rosv brfoi'e them, its battlements shininj 
in the sun a herit.ige of which any man might bi 

proutl. , , , . , . 

Babbacombe waited for some word of adniiratioi 
from his eompaiiiuu. But he waited in vain. Wes 

" What tio you think of it ? he asked at last, deter 
mined to wring some nieetl of appreciation from him 
even tlusugh he stooped to ask it. 

“What the house?” said West. It’s uncom 
monly like .i {uimeval sort uf prison, to my idea. I’v 
no doubt it boasts some very superior dungeons.” 

The sting in the words reached Babbacombe, bu 
without oUeiiee, .^gaiii, more strongly, he was cot 
scious of th.it glow of sympathy within him, kindling t 
& flamt: of fellowship. . 

” It boasts h.-tter things than that,” he said qmctb 
" as I hope von will allow me to show you.’’ 

He was conscious of the piercing gaze of West s eye 
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and, after a moment, he th*iiheiMte|y ttirmnl 
meet it. 

Andif ytm hml Vim jtruhnMv -.tu;; 

mak^ but a |ioor sv>i1 of liM'.tX le-said, " pa. a remember 
will you, that I like my ren-as tn ]a< tia ui.M'ivejj, ani 
secure your own ctmih.ut r ” 

For a secoml, \\V;--4‘s i^nui muulli sreuini 
on the edge of a smiir a Miiilr that devrlupt.j 

I wonder liow sutin yt*u uili tail, nw ti, inj to tW 
devil ? he said cynieallw 
‘'Oh, I am a bettf'r Imu than tlhitX ''wiitl pmbbj^. 
combe, with t|niel !mm*'ur. *' U‘ vmi piviVr the 
devil’s hospitality to mu;t', 0 wmi’t bt iu\ tauit/* 
West lunied from him \ufii a nU ' hi *h rug of the 
shouldt'rs, as if he tlei*m*‘d hen. -'If oi .1 alingwiiha 
harmless lunatic, and thopprd ba* k into ,ah ih\\ 


111 

Silence had heeome liabituul fu hua, as Itahbacombe 
S(H>n discuvere*!. Iff* enuld nun. on .*! to fur lunirs, 
Probably he luid luns-j <4 a veiv expansive 

nature, and |uison dr,mphm'* letd m a aajhfiud’ an 
inborn reticence to a of lom, lla was rnita 

disconcerting tumipajiion, Ift'* aU'.t* hr wa, aloohiteh 
unobtrusive, but with all t!e ui the'wuri 

Babbacomlie found it well nigh uupH,. j!4e to treat 
him with that ease of niameu win. ti » auir to him sc 
spontaneously in hisdralmgs witlmUle i umm 
ilriin, tacitnug cynnal, \\> 4 iMiiha! Ins riii'yetfurl 
to reach the inner man. fir* sdriu i* f-iMilr'd him like 
armour, ami he never really rinngt’d i'mhi h %.i\v wka 
a fiendish of hiiimnii trmpfrd Imu, Ihb, and 
this alone, so il seemed to Habli.usuiibe, had any powgf 
to draw him out, Amt the !m* Ijml ihtng liis|*ilK 

at the tdrjeci llieictif, Im woidil niOMt aipnii into ty 
impenetrable shell of silrnct*. fir nrvrr uiar s|Hike0l 
his fnist life, never oiic«* referfral tn the ftiiurfe 
lit merely accepted ilabbai omlirX ho g nudity ii 
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absolute sil.Mir.r, without ciuestion, without gratitude, 
smoked iiL cig.iroUes i*tr*nially, drank his wines without 
appreciation, liuln his horsns without comment. 

The onlv point iu his f;ivour that Babbacombe, the 
kindliest ui critics, could discover after a fortnights 
patient \v.i,s tint the animals loved him. He 

conducted hiinscif liio; a gentleman, but somehow 
Babbact)inl)o hud rx|ircicd this much from the moment 
of their niortin.';. lit* sometimes told himself with a 
wry face Htut ii tin* frllow had behaved like a beast he 
would liuvu* luund him rasifu* to cultivate. At least, he 
would h;iv(‘ hud somftliiu,{,' to wt>rk upon, a creature 
of ilt‘sh a.n<i !>ItMHi, iirdrad of tliis inscrutable statue 
wrought iu iron. 

With a. sin kin:; lunrt he n'called (iynthia’s description 
of the in;ui. In a tuidain tsxtent it still fitted him, but 
beiniagiucti that tliosc twelve years had had a harden- 
ing effect U|>cm him. making rigid that which had always 
been stuldHU'n, di ivinr; tlic iron deeper and ever deeper 
into Ids sold, till onh' irtm remained. Many were the 
nights !ie spent pnndriing over the romance of the 
woman In* hn ed. \\ Imt sul)tle attraction in this 
hardened sinner h;iti Itiicil her heart away ? Was it 
possibh* that tin* telinw had ever cared for her ? Had 
he over -rd rvi-n the rudiments of a heart ? 

The me . a;;e h** liad read in the firelight-— the brief 

line wliich this man had written was tire only answer 

he couhl nnd to tht^ titmbts. It seemed to point to 
sonu'tliing *01110 pul iug' \vririnth— could not 
liavt* hern Lindh d uom nothing. And again the 
menunv ot a vtunan'e tears wtndd come upon him, 
s|turriuc him to tsr Ji ruoi t. Surely tlie man ioi' wliom 
die \v;eHara!dne fiei hr.ut eould not be wholly evil, nor 
yet whoihe <a.lhai J Stunewhen^ behind those steely 
blue e^a*s t\u iv lun t dwrl! some answer to the riddUs 
It might h*' that t vnilua wonhi find it, though he failed, 
hut he idiiaidi, \utii an aversion inexpressible, from 
letting her tiy. dreplv routed had his conviction 
becoim* that Im ilidi Inal girlisli fancy was no mm*e 
than tile mi -iv :add id iireams. 

Vet for !e i 'ai.e he persoveretl for the sake of those 
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li'ars llK.it I-kuI wrmi;^ hi ■ h, 
(h) lh:d whiiii lu‘ h;.tli ki 1 out hpUf.. 
tlu"; uliuost di:''t'!'.inrK’ . dill if! 'jK;;*: 
fnaii ijiighi Ih* io liira, l.K.it hf w k-.i 
!) at'k from tlie tfia.t In' h-j*! : 

j^liould have lii*- rhaner, in pit- </! a. 

They wt'i'i* ritliuL; t‘ lirf i; iri«‘ (U 

jKirk eiK' ireniy Hnaiu!!;-. ill 
coMila' tamed qint-tU* to hi •. neape:.: • 

chiinue\'s id a in'iir-'-e h.alt hi- ‘n Im I e,; v f'> . h 

** '! want ti> pa tn'oi th.if pi.ni',” •, 
staiHiiiif’’ empty, and piaiohT^ a.-t d a: : 
West riH*eived tlie aum <:::e rm« td ad 'a 

He lua'er |Hdia\'» tl \nu-\r t m aai ^ . r 
v^hall I hnltl yotir aiiim.d r " In- ■; 
reachini the e.ate thed led mto the lin!* 

No. t, nine in wiili me, uou't \,,r* , 
the In'idlt*’^ to the pu ,t 

They %Vi‘Ut in Inpidlna' throdeh a .m.d 
dead leaver. I’he wa hnv, .Miid 

pidunstjiu' dwt.*ilinp nf im yi.-.d s.a^ 
Habhaetnuhe led the ssdv udhi,:a a:.d ?h 
room to rtump he with nopT »-«k iu li.ead, 
the varknn^ detaih* neta-^t- viis’ to mako tie 
comfortable hafntaiiiiii. 

“ I daresay you i ait help me with He . 
he said ju’istmilv. I ^tedl inia 

it XWSt week, i’rf hap > Voii will ke* p aS’ 
for aid iieeide m the tlremaf iMim. aad ^ 
my agent’s hmea% \'ou kmn\ 

Wliere, is your’api-nt f '* a dv< d \\ > ‘ .i 
Babbarombe smileil a Itflh*. ’* \! 
moment' -4 have no agent. ! fiat i *ai'. 
so busy, I hope to have tine bet^m l^ir, 
West strolled to a wimlow uml i^pru*' 4 i 
arms upon tin* sill 

He seemed alsotU to rehipee mlo eiir n| 
able sihmees wlieri litblKtemiilup •aatidme 
said quietly, ** l ain going U* oiier the pu a 
'^To me?** Wed whrrlnt Mohhiilv 
vehemence, Wlial for ? ” hr th niaudrd 
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nirt liis look, still faintly smiling. '' For 
Qurmntuai Ix ii'Mit,” hr said. I am convinced that 
irouhavr' a,in|>k‘ aliility h>r this sort of work, and if yon 
accept ili'‘ pn-h. T sluili l)e very pleased.” 
lie stepi'^ d at tliai, detenuined for once to make the 
man spt'ak <>n his own initiative. West was looking 
straight at hinn and thrri^ was a curious glitter in his 
eyes like tin* rpa.rkh‘ (d ice in the sun. 

'^When hr spokr a.t irnrd'h his speech, though curt, was 
not so '1^' emnt h>nl<.‘ss us usual, 

''Deiih, yuu think,” hr said, '' that you have carried 
this tt)inhH')liay t>l' \'<mrs Car (»nongh ? ” 

Pabharoiahr raie.t*(l t^ne eyebrow. '"Meaning?” he 

quostk^nrd. 

West ('iilirjitrnrd him with most unusual vigour. 
'*Meaainp, that tomfinjlrry of this sort never pays. I 
know, l*v^' duiir it nivsriC in my time. If I were you, 
Ishould pull up and try some h‘ss expensive hobby than 
that of mrndinp, biokrn mm. The pieces are always 
chipped aiul iirva r -f ii k, and tin* clumces arc that you’ll 
cut your tineyr '. ti vui?,^ to make. Tm. No, sir, I won’t 
be your apamt 1 f'ind a man you can trust, and let me 
go to the drvii ! ” 

The outbui t was so unt‘xpr('ted and so forcible that 
at first Ikibbarumbr -.tarrd at the man in amazement. 
Then, with that rpimtanmus kindness of heart that 
made’ him wiiat, la* was, Iu.j grabbed and held his 
oppca’tunitv. 

My di ar iriiow/’ hr sail!, not pausing for a choice 
of words, yon are talking infernal rot, and I won’t 
listt^n io yton Ho you seriously suppose I should be 
sudi a trntnid ass as to olfiT the management of my 
estate tci a man f i*tmldnd trust ? ” 

*'\Vliat ivason have you for trusting me?” West 
thrust back. ” rnh*ss you think that a dozem years in 
prison have dtguavrd tiie of my ancient skill. Would 
you cluac'e a inau who has been a iininkard for your 
Tutlcr? Ko! Then iloidt choose a swindle.r and .an. 
ax-convkt .fur voiir lutilili” 

He swung aiuund with the words and shut t.he window 
with a {King. 
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But again Bahl>acofuht* itnA'i lii > < 
prompting to wliicli tio lr.nl trsi A j 
time he Ur.- m.:m ; t-a i 

sceniei'l to liim, hi' r.arn.ga a, gjinip 
\vliie..h ilie in*n Iimi l.ifr'ii ilrrprr d 
'* Look Iierr.*, Wo'St,*’ lie' " i 
that sort of retirsil irtnii \s.,m \\ t 

sorru' timr* now, ;uu.i if r-nd uer !a:;l 
eacli other |er«'tty w-f'll. 1 df*n'f 
liUVi* In’iH. 1 atii tuil\‘ SMUisaird v 
aiiii \vliatt*Vi‘r that m,iv h*-, \»ri jk* 

fool, Vim havi* tla* pMU'i tt» L*-, 
cho{iSi\ a, nil \*em .‘iiT* fu « l-d.. | r, 

yiui iiiis ofier with a |uU . fly o|h o 
to tamvhier it in tin* s.nur to. \\. 
bi'i'ansr \a;ni Irail <i}ii r had a na 
wonlil in*vrr ndi* aa.n:; r mi . . 
You are not sneh a I'iito o- 

on ...those gruuntls, ha it’s not!u,i 
tempt ibled' 


biat itiijgj 

Portlifi 
\ ?oit 
^<ml into 

'i’Mtotate 

Ouii’t kno\Y 

'■ . wiiat you 

-■it Van ;ir(> 

vh ak kneed 
in if you 
■ d I iiKiko 
‘ei'l you art! 
••a luwsaid 
■i' that yon 
't waiiMn’t. 
't -i* my oiler 
- than con- 


“Think so ? “ said Wh-d. IP* had 1 a n vd qnit^ 
impassively to tlie m atium I ait .e> 1 
his grim mmith rtdaxfd su't,iM;;r ,lh;, '* Vf„m scienl 

mighty anxious to spmii.l \a.s!ir ur.rsv on tiamaged 
goods, Lord lial)hacoiid'*r,. LLs 4 loog.^i.l invrdnient 
you know, I low rnanv of the his; i siik in voiiJ 
serviee will stEk fu you v, isai flev h :in to tanluiii 
wdiat yotLv«* givf*n them - " 

Why sliouid tiiev ittei mif ? .r.le d B dV*aromte, 
West sliruggf’d hr, >4real h^i B a *;■ ad errtnmty 
that they will.'* 

“ If 1 can take the lisko'O ean von," ■■aid Bah!>.irnnife 
“ Olg of course. I U'.r*d fob- i.iflia g. < . i af thaipni:. 
It is called ‘ sand -throwrng ’ m ih" fe-i- 
Babbacoinhe rmiile an uopid/tO i;r a •aaritt, ui 
Wests hard smile bee.inie uim:*- p, .ahaourr!, 

But you ate lud at al! ipt- i ,0 0 , ' h*' roiitiniicd 
You are almosl obliiiavrly olrvinir,. ti j'-; ^ 
that has its very mateim! 4lra\vba« “ 

Habbacomhe wholly lost pat inn r ai that. Ihema's 
grim irony was not lii be luftm. 
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<*Take it or h rivc it 1 ’’ tie exclaimed. “ But if you 
leave it, in h'*av'<‘n's name let it be for some sounder 
reason tlian a lak<-(l-up excuse of moral weakness ! ” 

West uiteri'ci a.n aln u[>t laugh. You seem to have 
asomewhat t^xalied opiiuon of my morals/' he observed. 
"Well since you ari* dt‘tt‘rinined to brave the risk of 
being lot down, I inn^dn’t quilible at it any further. I 
accept. ’ 

lUibbai'.ombe’s atiilude cliauged in an instant. He 
held out Ins liaiul 

“You wsni’t let me down, West/’ he said, with 

coniidains*. 

Wt^st h(‘dtatt‘(l for a single instant, then took the 
profft'risl liand iido a ep-ip of iron. His blue eyes looked 
hard and sti aip/il inU) Habhacomlie’s face. 

If I Irt you <i«>\vu,” he said grimly, '' I shall be 
undenusilii/' 


IV 

It was not till tie' midiiir of December that the new 
bnililf moved into his uwn quarters, but he had assumed 
his dutie", some Iiefena* that time, and Babba- 

comh* was well ealr.ue<i with him. 'bhe man’s business 
instinct-' weie mm aialiy keen. He liad, moreover, a 
woiKlcitui f-ve in! detaihs aiitl very little escaped him. 
It somi came Imnie ti» itahbai'ombe that the manage- 
niciit nf lii - ecate wa-i m capabli‘ hands, and he con- 
Lnaitulale.i hma If nt>nn bavaug struck ore where he 
had lea .1 t xp' ch d in‘tmd it. He supervised the whole 
of Weet*'. WM'.k ini’ a time, hut lie soon suiTere<l this 
vigilan ** tt, relax, t^i the nnur’s sliianvdinss far surpassed 
hij-own n<‘ ‘'-tth’d tc» the work witli a (andain grim 
rrlish. and it ua. a peipetual marvel to Ikibhacombe 
that he ma teo .1 n I'mm the outset with sutdi fa.cility. 

Ket'peio and lahourers evetl him askatice for awdiile, 
Imt West's impeiimhaintitv tfMiketfect before very long. 
They ace* pt* ii Imn wohout enthusiasm, but also without 
rtuicotir, a* a man \^!io eniihi hold his own. 
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As soon as lii- was irr-tailci! in (ii. , 

BabbacornlH- Infi inia in In-. ,.v.is ,i, ' 


!i- p!'* 

a lh^' 

■f 


<|i 


n I i 1 1 f n . i 
a! U;r IBWs. 
it \v,:i'a luif t; 


Vviia ii ;jt 


ui: -> ]! 


ii‘- li 


ii|)on a ruiuui r*f vi 
}K'mse-|>;i rty 1 li nis« 1 1 ! « > w; u 1 1 
infoniaHl \\‘rst uf Un;, li 
slightly puz/lrd hy a rb-il 
slion<‘ ill tia* airrly ( Vi'S 
S|)ia‘(lily frtnu lus luiiul. 
he recalirfi ii. 

West \vrb»l»’ In hui! 
curl, busiuc'NshlaA r|>tulr: 
a grim rtut.r i.:,l irvin\* : ' 

W'r.sT/' I [a rievi'r 
usually noifti it wiii! a t.uui iruu: 
a bad Sort, lit' «■< -n'/uii tb 1 , h;-t h 
inure or le.ss of ;iu iujii. 

lie lelurtusi to l\i\ I iioMlrou m i hr 
witli iUie of hiN rn:i'ut't| M-Uri',-.. vvliMoi 
act as hostt‘ss to lu:^ |s.irU'. lb' mvi: 
with tlauu informally on tie- me In . i! 1 . 

liis sister, I ;'i(!v t’e»f lfr-.!iia,,nik, a 
lady some years lus seiiifU', i ip 

consideralifc couvli'seeusimt. li. - | . ; 
tion upon him ciuriug liumer, aiui \\< 
most impenetrable deinoauMur in OMs-r 
steadily to avail hmer|f uf . 

efforts to thaw him imo the em: v«-: ; 

lie would have exciMsl luiasi If bit- 
ing his host into Ita* dtawnig rMuai 
insisted tipm this st^ r.luldhii nlv th 
characteristic lift of lie* stmubirfr. Ip- \-- 
As they entered, I ady t oHr’.luMs.L, i ai 
and favoured him \ut!i'a eIo-,e '^irge-v. 

very curiouN/' rh’ ’-aal 
feeling es if I havt* sei-n y*ei "'♦cure, hr u 
have tlie look of soim* one 1 kfa- iv \* ,e - 
I didii t like- but I ean*t ieiiieiiif« t vd'iu 
'Must as wdh pefhapsA s.rii.i 
wcless iuuglh though a famt tin h ni .r.-t 
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0eseat<‘<l at; the piano, indicated a chair near 

him to his . and brgau to play. 

West, with his hack to the light, sat motionless, 
listening. Lady t 'ott.csbrook took up a book, and 
ignored hun. Tbrrc was something unfathomable 
about hi'!' brot.luT’s bailiff to which she strongly 
objected. 

An hour wlnai hi" had gone, she spoke of it. 

♦'That iiiiin, has the eyes of a criminal, Jack. I am 
sure D; isn’t; irusiwnrihy. He is too brazen. Where 
in the wnrhl did you |Mck him up ? 

To which 1 htbbacnndH‘ made composed reply: 

** T know all abimt. him, and he is absolutely trust- 
worthy. Hn was recommended to me by a friend. I 
am si)rry you thonght it necessary to be rude to 
him. There is nothing oifensive about him that I can 
seed 

" My drur b«>y. ymi sec nothing offensive in a great 
many ]>cop!e wimm I jmsitively detest. However, he 
isn’t worth an aigummt. Only, if you must ask the 
man to dims for goodness’ sake another time have 
some onf olst* fur mo to talk to. I frankly admit 
that T have no t.dont fur entertaining people of 
that class. Now toll nu" tlie latest about Cynthia 
Mortimer. of course, she is one of the chosen 
guests ? ” 

'LShe has promised to S|X.md a week here,” Babba- 
combe amavoirti somowiiat reluctantly. I haven’t 
seen her hdolv. Slu* lias bism in Paris.” 

*WVhat rdu* been doing there? Buying her 

troimsiu ? ” . . . x- 

I really don’t know.” There was a famt miiection 
of irritation in bis voice. 

I)m‘snd her coiisimting to come here mean that she 
will ataagd you ? ” ciuestioncd Lady Cottesbrook. She 
never hesitated to iisk in plainest terms for anything 
she waiifeil 


It docs not.” 
After a little she 


No.” Babbaroml^e said heavilv. 

Lady t'otteshiook was sikmccti ^ 

turned her uHentimi to other .matters, to her brothers 
evident relkf. 



50 


THE S\VL\'i)LEK*> liAXUU AP 


V 


til' 


It was on a slil!, fni.tv fVfiiin 
Cyntliia rainc In I'aninr.ili aji < a tif. 
was liiw ill the '.kv. aial lie |iau dl tut 


ni-oiv stars % 
moon 

(li'SCfiitlinf; Inau i’lif nii.tui ha,! I■l.ll'l!■' hrr'thitj'^'"' 

She tunifd to i'lnti iiahharoaiii,- 1 „ 1,1,. 

*' I iiopi' i) will itiin;; voii Iia k, 1 
SIlc llaslifd a i.witt lout, at laai, an,; 
her Iitinds. 

" Tluuik yon, old fii. • 11 , 1 . iif .mi .aiK 


• at'suui, 
■''■i' him both 


• lar 


lli'iVi* 


tliem. 


Her vyi's wct'f ' liiiiiiii; hi,.- ti, 

She huif'iifd a litt!,- tifuiuloii Iv. 

“ 1 i-nnldii't met to ill,- i i.itiiiii ii, III, . ! 

1 wantnti t*,, ( oiu,* in; ah'. 1 li,-!,- j 

wliom you don’t know." 

“ Tluiiik you apiin," sin- .aid. 

In iiuotlna niituu'ut llit-y oiiffiin** 

Bi'foru an inimfuso oprii in,- pi an- a ni 
wcru gatiiwed at foa. lh<ir w.t, .1 
gnwtiug as Cynthia oniotod w.i . 

wluTOViT Sho Wi'lll. 

.She scattered her own pteetiiii;, hi 
from one to another, I'leiiiii-; i-.t, ij in 
diav^l- a graeiouSj niipuh.ive wuiu.m 
was to hwe. 

Bahbaeoinhe watciied h«i witli ,i 
How oftt'n he. had piefuf.-d her .e. h.. 
she moved as ('iii'd ! ti,,,! 

shattered, hut the glowing ft.teiii, lit 
secret heart. All his iih- long he would trni. tuber hiit 
as he saw her that night on hi-, own he, nth. ihr 
iovclmess was like a tlower wide open to tiir ..un, He 
thought her lovelier that night tli.m • hr h.el ,-v,-r bera 
sh!^?' ■“ h ii,;lh. lie felt asif 

whh her “■ ‘ ■ ot the hresitle 

thit '>»■»>. h'lf he knew 

Ici bit down iuiiti lu ,!iiu*ii j|i^ 


nil, 

nii one Im 


^ hall. 

« people 

buxz ot 
hIwhV'i popular, 

passing 

hii.jln J»weet 
to Icjiow 


lnn,iring. 

'< now 
ii » .Uii mI hi*; was 

v« t 1‘UUirdmMs 



T1 i 1^: SWINDLER'S HANDICAP 51 

(jressiii;!; in c'onst qiu nce. He found her waiting alone 
III th** (Inuving-roein before a regal lire. She wore a 
splendid star of dia.iuonds in her dark hair. It sparkled 
in a, tlunnaind ta^Iours as she turned. Her dress was 
black, iinr<Lrvi*d bv a.ny omament. 

(‘yntliia.,’' in* said* “ you are exquisite 1 " 

The \vnrd‘. hard from Iiirn almost involuntarily. 
She put out her hand to liim with a gesture half of 
ackno\vlc<lgnn‘nt . half of protest. 

I niav hr e;n<Ml to look at/’ she said, with a little 
wluinsica.l sfiiihn ‘‘ iiut I tell you, Jack—I feel a 
perfect reptih'. It’s heads I win, tails you lose; and 
Ll jusi i-an‘t l>ear it.” 

I'iuM'e \va.:; a ('at eh in the high voice that was almost 
a sub. liabbaenmlu* took lua* hand and held it. 

Mv di':i! .” fi'‘ : aid, it‘s notliing of the sort. You 
have dmie me the very great honour of giving me your 
full ('niitidriiee, and 1 won’t have you abusing yourself 
fur it.” 

She shuok her lu^ad. ” I hate inyself — there ! And 
I’m iii^ditentHi tocn Jack, if you want me to 
marry ^aai yun luid l>ettt‘r ask me now. I won't 

ri'fuse VtUI.” 

ln(»k«-d inT che,ely in the eyes. No, Cynthia,” 
ht‘ said yrvy epavrlv. 

” I am not ianglnng anv/' i^he protested. 

lie smileil a hi tie. ” It would be easier for me if 
you Wi're,” In* ” No, will go through with this 

since we !iav»* hegptu. And you needn’t he scared. He 
is hauily a ladted num, a<‘e(>rdmg to my judgment, but 
he is n«»t a lumnder. T !iavi‘u’t asked him to meet you 
to nig, lit. 1 tlnandi it hett(*r not. In fact, I—*” 

1 h' hr* do^ oil at I In* sound of a step behind him. With 
a stai I Cynt Ida t urinal. 

A slnul, thickset man in rkling<lrcss was walking 
up tlu’ loom. 

" I hrg pardon,” lie said formally, halting a few 
pac(‘s {ruin P.ahhaeoinhe. ”I have, been waiting for 
you in the hhiary for the last hour. I sent yon a 
messagtu hut } (ainelude it was not delivered.^ (dm I 
speak to you hir a few seconds on a matter of business ? 
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He spoke with e-yrs [ixr4 lyou Bahba. 

combe’s lace, iyiiorin:; the utanao’- |Ci. (■:;,««' as if 

haci nut e\’t'*n sceii h< r. 

iktbbae<nnbe was. monaaO ilv < ii fM’n < rted. }{^ 
gkuiced at t'vntiiia bei«ar. n j Ima,; ; .e.!,i 

in her qnirk, gnicitai:-. \wi\a * Of faua- liauani with 
exitTnled hand. 

''Why, Mr. she *;a.td. “ don’t \'u!i knuw nie? 

Fm ('ynlhia Maaii-mer a \"er\ t hi iiicad of your^^ 
And Fivi real glad to meet voii a ..and’ 

There was a ipuver a;- of Ian 'hf-i in h^s words. Xhe 
conlldtaice of her arfiou eonq,?ned unr- '-perii/s of 
respt)nse. W'eei tufdx theont to'irlied hand ior a 
instant: ; bnt his evee, meetim: la o » held no i teogaiiioj}^ 

''I am airaid/’ he jaid -toniKn " tj.,n \ .air nuauury 
is bidier than mith*/’ 

It was a i'ht'ek that wi»nhl ha\'e ilislifSi!iri,ird many 
wonnm ; iu>t so i ynthia Mtatioe i. 

She ojumeti her eye-t wide Oa .i • m o.riib thr* next: quite 
openly ^>hi^ laughial at }um, 

** Y<ni are. not a l.ht cdevrrer !lni!i ii-.rii to 
she said, iMil I kind u| like vtai lea; if ,dl the samt 
Com(% Mr. West, Fm "<ure \'oii \ull male’ .m e!!«a! wlwn 
I tdl you that I want to lie remfmf>riod. Vuu «ince 
did a big thing fur me whieh ! have iirver fuigiXteii— 
whicli I nevt»r shall forget /* 

West was frowniuip ** \'m« li.ivi* a mi ta,kc*/^ 

he said briefly. 

She lauglunt agaim sofilv, aiidaMou I\". !"hrre was 
a delicate Hush on li»iMaet% and hf'^ a* ws o Vfivlnight 
No# Mr. Nat \'ernev We-.t/’ he •, ud. duknig itrr 
voice, *' Fm a lot snuiter than vuii think, met I don't 
make mistakes of that 

i!e s!u*uggo,'<l his shouhlrm, ,i;ricl wiis .'.lieiit, bhe w«is 

laughing still. 

" Why eatdi wi* begtti whrrt* we Irtt .cf ^ -Jip as^d 
mgenuously. ** Back numbers me m» dull and we were 
long past this stage any wav. I.uid ivabbacoinlie;* 
appealing suddenly to her ho^a, ** iniidf \mu p.isii.tile 
Mr. West to come, to the thud act ? I alwav • ptefn h> 
skip the second, .Anil we litiishrd l}i»^ lio I lung aco/* 
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pal)ba.*'nmbi‘ t'anu* to lier assistance with his courteous 
sniila- “ Ab Ah >r{ inner considers herself in your debt, 
lix. West/’ he said. “ I think you will hurt her feelings 
if you try io r<‘piiilia.lo Iku* obligations.” 

'' Ves. <»1’ eioirse/’ huighcd Cynthia. ** It was a 
micdhy hi;; d<’bt, and 1 ha,ve been wondering ever since 
how to iS't evtai with you. Oh, you needn’t scowl. 
Tiiat do»‘'-n’t hurt nn‘ any. Do you know you haven’t 
altered a nhie, ynii funny English bull-dog? Come, 
you know me nuw ? ” 

^ Vt-r., I know vfui,” West said. But I think it is 
a pity th;d. you ha,ve removed your acquaintance with 
in(‘ uiul bomui' you dro]) nie again the better.”, He 
spokr^ brietlv miii ver\' decidedly, and having thus 
(►xpres'«ed him. til he turned to Babbacombe. “lam 
going to tin* library. Perhaps you will join me there 
at your et>uvriu»‘nt'e,” 

With an abrupt i>ow to (‘ynthia, he turned to go. 
But iicdautlv the. higdi voice arrested him. 

- Mr. Wt“4 I ” 
lie I'Kiu-.ftl. 

Mr. \\ia‘t 1 '' she said again, her voice half imperious, 

half phsnhug. . , 

Relueiantlv he fai'ed round. She was waiting for 
him with a, little ‘inile (|uivering about her mouth. 
lliT urey e\**’S met lus with |K*rfect coinposuic. 

“ l\vant to kinnv,” she. said, in her softest drawli 
if it U for mv ‘'ndce or your own that you regfct this 
tenewa! uf aeqnaiut;mc<*.” ^ 

|*nr vour >, Mortimer,” he answered grimly, 

real kind of you/' she rejoinecL "And 

why ? ** 

Again lie ipivc t hat slight lift of the shoulders that 
she ri'Uii‘tni>i'ri'!l ''H well. 

" You know the luovcrb abmit touching pitch? 

" Srtmi- poop!.- Uk*. pitch," saul Cynthia. 

" Not < I.Mii nooplo/’ threw back West. 

" No } '• she saiil. ” Well, p’r’aps not. Anyway. 
It doesn't iipplv in this case. So I shan’t drop you, 
Mr. West, th.mk you all the same ! Good night ! 

She oJSered him her liand with a gesture that was 
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noUiiiig short of regal. Atul he • heiMn-.e he could 
do uo less- -took it, gripped it. ami went hi , way. 

“ Ain’t he nuk; ? ” iimntiinrd < vnthia ; ainrsln,; said 
it as if rudeness were the highe'd virttie a man could 
displaj’. 


VI 

The early wiiitiT dm-k w.m tailing ujuin a world 
veiled in euld. diifting ruin, .\w.iv iti tin- distance 
when! flu* eusfle slood. iuaiiv liidn. h,nl htguu to* 
glimmer. It wastheeo .y Ittaii when ‘.ptut .iufu Vnlkct 
about the tiredde with nuj.v t.ilk ut tlir- d,tv\ aelmwc- 
ments. 

The man who strode <iinu) the loni:. d.uk avenue 
towards the hailui's Inai-.e ■mthd lattnlv i,, hinNii 
as he marked the growiiu; lUiunin.ition. It was four 
days sinee ijmthia Mwitmter h.id e.stutd.ii to him 
the hand of friendship, ami lie h.id mu •een her since. 
He was, in fuel, studiouslv avuiihn); her, im.i,- studiously 
than he had ever avuideil .utyoiie m ht. hie lH.fort.\ 
His daily visits to the eastle he mav p.itd e.nly in tlie 
morning, bekire Hahbaeomhe hitieilt w.t dtr ssrd. Imii; 
before any of tin* guests weie stjmin;. And Ids refusal 
cither to dim* at tiie castle (»r to p.iu the poitsmcn 
during the day was w> promjd .md so emph.die that 
Babbacombe hatl refrained tiuiu possiug he, invitatiim. 

Not a word had pitssed between tiiem upon tliJ 
subject of Cyitt Ilia's rccogtiitiun. \V rst adie i. d strictly 
to business during his biiet intet views wnh lus elifd 
The smallest tiigrcssiou on H.d»ba. oiobe’s p,iit he in- 
variably ignored as unworthy of his rttbote.n. till even 
Babbacombe, with all lii.s couttly e.ue-id. for 

others, began to regard him m a nme automaton, 
and almost to treat him aa such. 

Had he realised in the faintest degiee what West 
was enduring at tlrat time, his lieart musi b.tve wimuHil 
to the man, despite his repcdlotit exterku . Hut he kid 
no mean.s of realising. 

The rust of twelve bitter year* li,id i.orroded the 
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bolts nf th;it r.luMMi beliind which the swindler 

hid id ■> ioiirly ;ind it was not in the power of any 

niaii to iHox t' { lirin. 

So yi'indx' ho went Ids silent way, cynical, as only 
those 0.1 n he to whom tlie best thing in life has been 
olferid too l;it(‘ ; proud also, after his curious, ironclad 
fashion, rohemi:' stt'rnly to bear a lance again in that 
field 'a ideh hvid witnessed Ids dishonour. 

lie kmw well what those twinkling lights 

denoted. He eould ;diu(rst hear the clatter round the 
tea ta,hie, t in* wst le jt‘sts ot the youngsters, the careless 
lauglit< r «d' tht' women, the trivial, merry nonsense that ^ 
was wtsiAine. anotie j* hour of luipjnncss the golden 
skein oi iMpp\‘ hours. Conttmiptible, of course! 
Vanity <h vault le^ 1 liut how mfinitely precious is even 
such \*anit V as t hi-- to those who stand outside 1 

I'hr iwin \\a,s In-ginniug to patter through the trees. 
It would hr* a Wet uiglil. With Ids collar turned up 
to his ear -, in* trudged forward. He cared little for the 
rain h < u t we! ve long ytmrs he lia.d lived !in outdoor life. 

I'hrre wer(‘ rat liydds visilih^ in his own abode. The 
okl woman wlio kept liis houst‘ was doubtless gossiping 
with Muue riiuix’ up at tht‘ rasllt‘. 

With Ids hami tm tin* garden gate, he looked back 
at its di taut, ' hilling front. Then, with a shrug, as 
if impatient whit himstdf tor lingering, he turned to 
walk up the short, flagged pathway that led to his own 
door. 

At lh(* !M'nue iuHaiit a cry of pain —a woman's cry 
- came sliarply through the dripping stillness of the 
tree., lie turned back swiftly, banging the gate 
behind hinn 

•\ ion;: Hope rose, treeaaivered, from the. other side 
of the inad. lie jndgtHt the sound to have come from 
that dite« tii*u, and he hurried towards it with swinging 
stride.-, i\e,.e liing the deep sliadow, he paused, peering 
upwaid'*, 

At oiu'e a voice he knew called to him, but in such 
accents of agony that he hardly recognised it 

"Dig come and help me! Vm here— caught in a 
trap I 1 cauh mt^’C 1 ** 
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In a moment lu* was m.-.Jiia.: HiVun 5 f||,. 
growth with tlte furious rrsLl- 'Siu- ■ . ;■ :;-i ,:iiim;j_f ' 

'' I am coining 1 • till ! *' h.' li j.., hruvnt 

He found her crouf:|if'd in a tinv iK-liMW rfus,* 
narrow foot|>a.t}i Hint ran tlnuu !i ihr u.m uj. Slit* 
on her kn<:*es, but slie tunird a » lc.!t h'!’./ la,-,. 
as he reached lea*. Slie wa • M6obn.,n li!,r r’nii,|. 

‘'They are great iron Ovtln'" An- ju-d. “ 
in rny hand, ( an you u|hii tfi< ju . 

“ j)on't move!'* he ortiered,, a-» l.« dn.ij'utl dou’n 
beside her. 

It was a poactierV; trap, fortunafrh' nf a. ‘^Ofries with 
which lui was arquainted, lb r It.imi u.i , t.tniv' eripniq 
between the iron jawa Hr WMnd-rtd unii .i 
if tfiose cnirl te* til had niri in laa ’i. .Or |i, p, 

Sht‘ sei'eaiurd as la* foierd if i,|Hnn aani nil hark 
shndtieringn halt taintiuit, wfuir le- luif .1 U'. r turn iuuij 
and examined it in tlie fadiie,: ligfit. 

It was bleeding freily, hni tud viHlrnflv, ;iiid lie saw 
with relief tlfat tlie largru vain- !;ad •' r„t|jrii/ *He 
wrapped Ins iiandkerehir! imuhi rtn am! • 

Come ! he said. My hmi-.e in ehr.r bv. It had 
better be bathed at once.*' 

** Yes/* she assrntcal shaidiv. 

Don't cry ! '* he said with blunt kimllimss, 

** I can't help il," whi-pria-d t yntlua, 

He helped her to laa* frrtj lint %|ir trf'inbltnt so itincli 
that he put his arm ;ihmi hri\ 

** It's only a stone's throw aw.iv/* In* ■ aid. 

She Went with him w-ilhyiif ■i|iir;"f nU'i, Nlie st*emi*d 
dazed with paim. 

Silently he led her ihnvn to !a% ilu I aT» 

‘‘ I'm giving you a lot <*{ trut.I.l,-,” 

as they entered. 

To which he made grnlf replv . 

It's worse for you than for iin* f " 

He put her into ati easy chair* light fd a lamp, and 
departed for a basin of water. 

When he returnee^ she tiad so far imistried herself 
as to be able to smile at him ihnnigli her tear*. 

I know Fm a drivelling idioi to ny ! " %hr '■•aid* te 
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.voice treiimlous. ''But I never felt so sick, 

before 1” 

Don’t ;i.] K>iui4iso, sa.id West briefly. " I know.” 

lie ])ath«'d tho injury with the utmost tenderness, 
whib* she i-at ami w;d.('hed his stern face. 

My 1 ’’ -Lo said Midtimly, with a little, shaky laugh. 
'"You are hoiiir^ rr.d !.,;ood to me, but why do 5^011 frown 
like tilid ? ” 

lie iflam rd iii her with those piercing eyes of his. 

Ihav did, you <io it ? 

Tlu‘ colonr oaim* into her white face. 

I was ti viu!-: to spring the trap,” she said, eyeing 
liini (baibtlullv. ’’ 1 didn't like to think of one of those 
cut(‘ little lahhit'; |sstiny caught.” 

Yrs, but hnw did you inanagc to get your hand in 
the way ? ” ‘-anl U t\.t . 

She cvmsitlertnl t his prnlflem for a little. 

I rt'rkon 1 ('and (‘X}>lain tliat mystery to you,” she 
said, at length. ” You s(h% Vin only a woman, and 
women (dttai do tiling;,; that are real foolish.” 

WVst's siiener seenuHi to express tacit agreement 
with this a‘c.ri tit)u. 

”Anvwa.v,” shr IV, tuned, making a wry face, ''it's 
done. You ar<* not v<‘xed any because I made such a 

fuss ? ” 

Yhero wa,s an odd wist fulness in her tone. West, 
busy bamhicjug, difi not raise Ins eyes. 

**’1 don't blame you for that,” he said. "It must 
have hurt yem intViiuilly ! M you take my advice, you 
will shitw it to a, <ioctor.” 


She scivwrd up her face a second time. 

” Id plea' c Veug Mr. West ? ” 

"Kig” he tv^pmidvd curtly. ** As a sensible pre- 
caution.” , . n >1 

” Ami if 1 diudt liaj'ipen to be remarkable for sense i 

sI'H: SUggeNlcd,. 

He sli!Ugit*'d liE slnmlders. 

” Yes, I know,” rynthia. You say that to 
fverytliiiig. ltd getting rather monotonous. And I ii 
sure Fm very patient. You'll grant me that, at least ? 
Ik turmni his iredfluc eyes uixm her. 
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T am not good at rouiiiliiarnts, Ma 

MortiiiKT,” hi^ said i-yitifally. " 1 vvrl\-i' 
have rusted all my litllo ai‘fom|ih Imu tii 
Sho met his look with a snulr, thnuyli lirr lip^ 
(juivfi'iivy still. 

My ! What a i>ity 1 she : .tid. " 11. is your heart 
got rusty, too ? " 

" said W‘ist shortlv. 

“ Can’t you mil it oil ' ” • he tii med. 

Ihi utteri'd his inmie l.iii'di, 

“ There wouldn't he .utvthine left it 1 .iid ” 

" No ? " she s.iiil whim i' .illv. " Will, ;;tve it to me 
and let me see wliat I ran do ! " ’ 

His eyes fell aw.iv from liei, and the e.tim Hu,; „f [([j 
jaw haniened peri'i-ptihlv. 

‘‘That would he too h.ird a jnh eveti tur you ! " he 
Slid. 

Sh(‘ rose and put out lu-i fir,- h-md to him. Her 
eyes were very soft ami w.un.mtv. A iiu.tmt little 
smile, yet hovered about her liji .. 

" I reckon I’ll have a trv/' she .aid yi iitlv. 

He <lid not toueh her hand, iioj wntdil he ay.tiij meet 
her eyes. 

"A hopele-^s task f .nil afi-tid,” he •„ud. "And 
utterly unproiu.iUe to all iimuiiod. I am nut a 
deserving ohjeet toi your eh.it ilv," 

She hmghed a tittle hreathh- ly, 

"Bay, ,\lr. West, eotildn'i vou put that iulo words 
of one syllable ? Von trv, and p'C.qi. tin ii I'll h-teiito 
you, aiul give you my views as w. 1! " 

But West remained rigofoti iv nine .pmi ive. It wa 
as if he wore thinking of othn thmi;-.. 

Cynthia uttered a little sitdi and tin in d to yo. 

*' So-long, Mr. West 1 '' she •.,ud. 

He went with her to the d»o». 

" Shall I walk back with voti ? " h- a k. d fomiallv, 
She shook her head. 

"No. I’m belh*r now. ami it*> .imir heht still 
beyond the tarn Gootl-hye, and -i li.ioK voti ! *’ 
Good-bye !** be said. 

He followed her to the gate, oprm d it fm her, and 
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stood w.itrhin.i^ till he saw her emerge from the 
shadow 1 )\^ the overarching trees. Then— for he 
know that: rrst o[ tile journey was no more than 

a few ininiiti:/ <*a,sv walk— he turned back into the 
housia o..n<i hiniscif in. 

Itniorin,!’: t\\r runm he had just quitted, he locked the 
door, and llnaa' In* rtanained for a long, long time. 


VH 

' It was Util till ' he (h‘setmded to dinner that Cynthia's 
iiijurcti laua! was nutha*<L 

She re <.)lutrly math* light of it to all sympathisers, 
but it wa'- piaiit In i>al.)])acombe, at least, that it gave 
her cousidriahln pain. 

Let Hie staid tor a doctor," he whispered, as she 
finally ]Kis.‘'.ed hi ', ehair. 

But shi' shnnk her hesid witli a smile. 

it nglit in the morning." 

But wiieu h<* saw her in the morning, he knew at 
onct‘ that till, prnphec'v had not been fulfilled. She 
met his auximis *.-{ rutiny with a smile indeed, but her 
heavy ‘‘S'e. lh‘lind ii, lie knew that she had spent a 

sleepless ui;;ht . 

" It wa, -uh mv hand that kept me awake," she 
protistt'd, win-u he eha,rg<*d Iut with tiiis. 

But lhihhai‘ninbe was dissatisfied, 

" Do si-e a lint itu'. I am sure it ought to be properly 
dresM’d," hr nrr:rd. " Lll take you myself in the 
motor, if ynu will." 

She yirlditi at length to his persuasion, though 
phiiulv a;sum.t Iwr will, and an hour later they drove 
01! tufO‘tliei\ hsiviug the rest of the party to follow the 
hound-.. 

At the park gale they overtook West, walking swiftly. 
He raised his hat as tliey went by but did not so much 
as look at t 'yntlua. 

A smldtii’ “ulenee fell Upon her, and it was not till 
some minutes had passed that she broke it. 
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“Shall I ti’ll pm what lap! aw.ih- last nHt 
Jack ? she said then. “ I r<v'lac! vnn Imv^ a rpl||I 

know/' 

lie* f^lanced at her, iaaamiif rvar- of i lose smik 
half sad» luilf litifutirotc’., that la' k:[> w '... j wrll. “ Yoa 
will ih*) exactly a^ vnii plr.-c-'r/’ Ic” ‘-iki, ^ 

Yotdre real ‘-hr u- p-ad-d. Well, I’|i 

tell you. I wa:'i Imyy hm iaa;; inv p. nir ikj.jish fitth 
romance/' 

A tlet'p cleaved ''.nddrnlv ::p'm I kl^lnicnnilks 
face, lie was drivitj;: ‘>lnulv, hut ia- hapt hj,; 
fixed stratlilv upoti thr '-to-t.- h m! oad-h., m.id 
“ Is it tlcad, then ? iir a. lad, hi \..a voy kvc 
She made a qnaiiit |smiuc a. m 1 pmiiuy :Hauet lung 
from lic*r, ® 

'' Yts, quite ; am! ImuMl dm-iahe wiilout any fuss. 
The hliinls an* tip a;;ani. and \ iit.n'f want any con* 
<loh*ueas. Fm .rsany ont inti) th*- ini, jc.rk. I’m going 
to live/' ^ 

And what about me ? ” caiti 
She t timed in her qnit:k wav, am! laid her hand upon 
Ms krnan 

** Yes, Fve hern thiiilung v«eL I am going 

back to Londnn loan«iHow. and tlie m a thin,; I shall 
do will iHit to tind ytm a rf*al psiud wde/* 

'*T!mnk yon/‘‘he said, mmhm: a Idfle, ** Bat yoti 
netHli/t go to London for that/* 

Oli, t^hiicks ! ‘' said rviilhia, i > »!> deeply. 

There's more than tme WHiiHa m the wmhl (ark/^ 
Not for me/' tie sair! qnirilv. 

She was silent for a Npac»% I Iimi • 

'' Ami if that one Hannan is mo Ii a ‘aildime fool, 
such an nngratefol litlh^ tieast, as ii.a to lir alile to..* 
to love yon asyini ileserve to be hna d ? *..hr suijgestid, 

a slight break in her voke. 

He turned his head at that* am! |o-4i«"d loi an iiHlant 
straight into her t^yes. 

** She k still the one woman* dear/' he said, veiy 
tenderly, Always reineinbrr t hat /' 

^ She shook her hemi in prolcst* Her {iiis were 
mg too much for speeefo 
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BablKiconilx' tlnna; slowly on in silence. 

At tho h;uui upon Ids knee pressed slightly. 

''You t:;in Iiavo hrr if you like, Jack,” Cynthia 
mnnniin'd. ShoY going mighty cheap.” 

Ho irvc‘(l his hand lor a moment to grasp hers. 

“T sliaU iullnw ht r to London,” he said, ” and woo 
hcrtlirns” 

Slu^. sinilad at him grattdully and began to speak of 
other ihinps. 

Xlu‘ dortnr \v;is nut, to her evident relief, Babba- 
comht’ waatrd to gn in seaxch of another, but she would 
not ho piTsimdcd. 

'' I’m sure it will ht* all riglit to-morrow. If not, I 
siiall he in tnwn. ;uh 1 1 can go to a doctor there. Please 
dtiii’t inakt* a. in a,h«>ui it. IPs too absurd.” 

K('iuclantlv hr abandoned tlie argument, and they 
followiTi tlir hounds in the motor instead. 


vni 

Bald>aeombr’c gtu^^ts de|>arted upon the following 
day. t ynthia was among the first to leave. With 
a iluslirtt iaee and sparkling vyrs she made her fare- 
wells, ami evi*n Ihibbatannbtg closely as he observed 
her, dctrotial no hitii ot strain in her demeanour. 

Keturuing from tlu* station in the afternoon after 
sptu^ding soma of his guests, he dropped into the local 
bank to idiangr a tdiegue. The manager, with whom 
he was inlimale, cliamaHl to be present, and led him 
off to his own room. 

'' By tlm wav,” he said, ” we were fust going to send 
you cd an overilraft. That last big cheque of 

yours has hit vcm a deficit*” 

Babbacoiuhc staia'd at him. He had barely a fort- 
night briurc d**pusited a large sum of money at the 
bank, and he had Uid written any large chi‘que since. 

” I cImiT nmlerstaiKi;* he said. ” What cheque ? ” , 

The manager lociked at liim sharply. . 

” Why, the dmim hr two Imnclreci and fifty pounds^ 



52 THE SWIXDI.KR’S iJAXUlCAP 

whii-!i yonr prfM'ntcil Vf i.’nl.tv," hr s:uc[, ''Tt 

bcm; yuur signatiirn aii<i w.i> (l.ttinl tlir previous dav 
You wi'otf it. f sup{>t»‘;f* ? ” 

Bahhacninlx' w.is ■-lill et.uiiii; liloihlv, hut at tlie 

suikl(*ll qUO-4ii>U lie pilllt'tl lliui'.ell' lit,;, t f. 

"Oh, tlial ! Wo to he 'me. i.nOe., ,,f j 
gave him a Itlank elinjUi- tor th.' Mi!! .mil e-tati;'|ix. 
penses some weeks ago. It luu t ii.ive heeu tint."' 

But though he spoke with a uiihii ■. t o-,., lih 
ha<l gone sutltieiiiy eoM with li-iuht. IP- knew full wi'H 
that tile expeit .enof wltieli lie ■poke li.ui been uaid 
West long helore. ^ 

lie refiiseii to linger, aiul went out .1 -.liu after a fw 
commonpl.iees, fei'liu,; ,1, p he h ol h. . a tm, k .1 -.tumuaji 
blow between t lie eye •. " 

Driving •aultlv h.e k thioimh the p.uk, he rmiveri‘(l 
somewhat from the -lioi k. Ihiietuut ln’ '.iiii Iv tliiTc 
wotihi he ! '.onie e\p!,inaf inn. 

Reaehiug We-.f'. .tho.I,-, he ..f.,}.;, ,1 the motor and 
desoetniei!. Wmt wa-. not m ami he ih . rleti to wait 
for liim, ehaling at the d. I.iv 
Standing at the wmdow, !m pie ; tly aw the man 
coming up the p.Uh. lie mov. d loah, . with a eerlain 
heaviness, as though we.u v. 

As he opened iheontiu dom, It ibli.n , .mhe opened the 
inner and met him in the hall, 

" I dropped in to liave a won! wit h von,'' he said. 
West paused moitient.uilv beSoj,- ■.liuilm,; the duor. 
His face was in sliadow. 

I tliouglit so,' he said. '* I '1 ivv the m itoi,'' 
Babbacomhe turned lurk mt.. the lo.mt He was 
grappling with the hard.-.t i., k he h el ev, had to 
tackle. West followed him in ;d> oiuie .ih u. 

With an immense elf.iri, B.ihb.ieouibr p .ke, 

" I was at the Iwiik just now, ! went t., i;,.t some 
cash. I was told that my av o mt w.s . oveidi.ufii, I 
cant understand it. ihere seems to have Ueeii wine 
mistake." * 

He paused, but West said nothitig wh.iiever. The 
light was bcginnii^ to fail, but bis e?ipre'.'.ii)nti< 4 s fsice 

was clearly visible. It lielil iiril lirr r «i i# ly i y tii ir disiimyt 
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** I wa.s toiti,” iiahl)ac.oinbe said again, that yon 
caslK‘d a fin qur o{ inine yesterday for two hundred and 

gfty piMlild'S Is th;U; so?'’ . 

It i:',” •'■iid enrtiy. 

*'And liahh.ieombe proceeded, “I understood 
from ye>u tlmt Milltniad estate business was settled 

lougo,eo.” 

it \va, '’‘dd \\ rst. 

*'Th<‘n this <'ht*(|ia‘ Tliis checpic for two hundred 
and id'ty pniind . wh^n* tlid it come from, West?” 
Xhen* Wii ■- a. iiutc ut rutreaty in Babbaconibe's voice. 

\\ V: •. I j t ‘ I i . r d 1 1 { H ! i ■ d 1 { * a,( I a;U h e so u n d . 1 1 was a gesture 

opaiiiv ( (jnhanpt uotis. *' Can't you guess? " he said. 

I'iab! test mil H‘ stiOciaHl at th(‘ callous question. “ You 
refuse i<* an avf-r m<* ? " he asked. 

** Tha.t is. iu\- an wia.” said \Vt‘st. 

'’1 am in uielM land then iluit you have robbed 
me- thill you iia\'r hugt'd my signature to do so — 
that 3^)0 grriU hi*a,V(*ns, man " Biibbiicombe’s amaze- 
ment burst ffii ih int'sistihiy it's incredilde 1 Are 

you mad, 1 wmidnr ? You c;m’t have done it in your 
sober s<‘m>r . \’uu would never have been so out- 
rageous! >' rluttr as” 

West sluimjn’d his shtuilders. 

” I am sam* only :i little out of practice.” 

His words wrir likr a shower of icy water. Babba- 
combe eontriitUrd* in -tantiy. 

” Voti \vi- E mt* to Ix'Iievtt that you did this thing in 
cold hioot! thill yon di‘iii>erately meant to do it ? ” 

" (‘nlaiiih’ I in*’ant to ilo it said West* 

” Win- ? ” salt I Babljaronibe. 

Again hr uAvr tin- noie committal shrug, no more. 
Then* was almo t a hrndish look in his eyes, as if some- 
where in hi « stud a citunon le;ipe.d and jeered. 

'’It'll mt' wh\k” lhibluu‘oinbe ])ersisted. 

” Whv slamhl I tfl! vim ? ” said West. 

Baldmituubr hcMtated for an instant ; then gravely, 
kiniliv. he m;id«’ repiv : 

” For the sake of the frietidsinp tliat has been between 
us. I limi not the faintest idea that you were in need 
of money. Why rouldiCt yem tell me ? ” 
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Wist rnadf a ivAirNS ui'n’r^irnf . Im first tim 
Ills iiard stare shifted frtJiu uid)*'’ . i\i. r ' 

** Why f iir dif f.tii . > ” ii, ,|ii, si'-d harslilv 

'' I warned yuu at t!if leit -A wImI n» r\;), .-y I 
swindler to tliP h.M-kiMun*. lie- nuan vei laiiaile 
bark to where 1 vauU' trtnn. fin* l-nfftr’ f 
away this tifned’ 

I s Ill'll 1 !M *t I a n ' f Ilf i ■, ’ I ‘a ! !,' 1 1 : in 1 ! '! ' ■ irk 
Yon will nut ! Weat hlun d infn sieiilni ferodtv 
He had tfie luuk of a wild amiu.il You are 

to I'lroseeutt* ! he is\ek(,iuird 
hear? 1 word! have auv moir .a' v»-ui dainnul diarityi 
ril i^txlown info inv own limhe .iiiii -aji, fii.T,-, witluiut 
let or hindranee fruin Vtni nr .iu\ ntlix man.' If 
are fool iinniyh tn n::» r me annilaa , hma as Vuu call 
it, I am not foul eimueji tu t.d,i- if. its fhin‘»'rii 

take from yon is jn;/.n ? , rirh-i a.ind " 

You vvisli me to inuSfs'ute r “ HaMMi umlM* said 

;; I do!" 

Tlie words earne wiilt isivduiiafo fno r, WVst stoDd 
in almost a iluasatenine attdindis 11 is i'\< ^ slmne in 
gatherin,it dusk hke the *-vrs uf ,i uue. Imiy beast' -a 
beast tliat !ia.s been surri\' u<a:md.*nb tail willtiglit 
tu the last. 

^The man's whole ilrmeaiiMiir im/zlt'd li.ddMtsnnhe'- 
his tot.al iaeiv of simim* or |ieiiir#.aa'i,s lits s»iv*fyerv of 
resentment, them wms sunirihiny it a!!- 

Si)methin|4 he eontd not fatlrnn. thd !st?drd hiui 
ew.f I’m soni^lit to a|i|nu,n h it, In dax * ;*nne by he liad 
wondered if the fellow tiad a lesirf, I list wonder was 
still iii^ his mind, lb* ImuMf || had uft» ii\‘ tailed to reach 
it^if it oKisted. And t vnilna lifO i uifliia-had 
failed. Yet, somehow, vayuelv, In- had a b ufint* that 
neither In* nor Cynftna tiatl imdr|.a,M*..d 

** I dmdt know wdial to sav to \Mn, \\ r he said at 
length. 

Why sa>» anydiitig ? ** said WVm , 

Hecause, Hahbataiinbt' said slowlv, ** I deifi’t 
believe*-*! ean*l belim: dliat miih4v bn the sake of a 
Omtry sum like that voti w*otild iidoal vi iiiiicti, 
You could have swindled me in a tlioieaial wayi before 
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now, aiKl clone if t-nsily, too, with small chance of being 
found out. l>n< this this was bound to be discovered 
sooner or later. ^h^u must have known that. Then 
why, wh\’ itt hen.veihs uanut did you do it ? Apart from 
every other cnnsiderat ion, it was so infernally foolish. 
It wasuM hia* \'(»n tu <i() a thing like that.” He paused, 
till'll ‘Sudd‘iiiv eiajiped an urgent hand upon the 
swindh'rh> Tnuider. “ West,” he said, ” Til swear that 
you iic'ver plaN'eil this game with me for your own 
advantage- 'hell the truth, man! Be honest with me 
in IieaA'enh* miine ! Hive me the chance of iudging you 
fairly! H isn’t mueii to ask.” 

W’est drew back sharply. 

Why shtuild 1 he honest with you ? '' he demanded. 

'' Yon haA'e never hemi honest with me from the very 
outset. I cave \ im nothing in that line, at all events.” 

ih‘ spoke pas-.ionat ely still, yet not wholly without 
restraint. He was as a. man hgliting desperate .odds, 
and guaniing, s‘Jiue precious i>ossession while lie fought. 
Blit Ihesi' words of In ; were something of a revelation to 
Bahhaeoiube. He eiiaiiged his ground to pursue it. 

“ W ioit do von mean bv that ? ” 

“You kimw very well!’' WTst fhmg the words 
from between Set teeth, aiid with them he abruptly 
turned hi * back upon Iktldiacombe, lodging his arms 
ipon the mantelpiero. ** I am not going into details on 
that point or amv otiier. But tlu‘ fact is there, and you 
know it. Von havi* ui‘Ver bcmi absolntcdy straight in 
yuur deaJiu’ts with uv\ I knew you werenTa I always 
knew it. But how i t'uoked you were I did not know 
till lalelv. if \ani laid Inam auv other man, I believe I 
should ija\e ggven vou a Itroken head f<ar your pains. 
But you aav damnably courtt'ous, as well tus such an 
imutteralde fonl ! ” llr broke olf with a hard laugh 
and a s.t\Ms.;c kick at the coals in front of him. ” I 
cmihln’t siu- doing it,” he said, ” humbug as 

yemarc,” 

** And sn v<m took this methcHi of making me sullea ? 
Bal^hacombc sUitgesU'd, his voice very quiet and even. 

Vmt iiinv say so if it Hatkfks you,” said West., 
without turning. 
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It dors not satisfy 'llr'o* was a note of 

stenmess in thr sttMily raiMiiidfr. “ ft 
little that I insist upoii an^ i^xpluuiihm, 1 urn rouaj- 
and leil me wltat ymi nnNtn/* 

J3ut West mwid molionliws and silmit, as though 
hewn in 

]ial)t>ae</mhr waited witli tint lu hi, !',h r whirh very 
few laid eeur setii tlnia.s At la'O, a-* \\v:4 nmaiued 
stnhbmao in.* s|'»oki* afsnn. 

“ I snppoNt.* yoti have Joiind ouf mv uii dual reasunfor 
giving you a fuwh stall in and V‘ei u ui my haviag 
kept it a seeroi/* 

I rasunt tie* reasim/’ \\ rst ln*',r»! tlir words over 
his shonltits' as tliMurJi ho uttm d tla in a- iiu'.t his will. 

**Are yt»u MUT rv» u now that v^ai w hut that 

reason was ? Ha!>hae(mihr a da d. 

I am sure of mio thme, ' " \\ « -a sp^kr tinirkly^ 

vehemontiy* ivs a man shak«m !»\' ‘.‘unr iunrr storin! 

Had I tnarn in your plu'r huil tlm wmiiiuii I wamei 
to marry asked nn* t»» hung ha« k mtu lor life some 
wurthlrss seamp to wIihui shr ha«l ta,krH .i .^aithiurntd 
fancy %vhen sin* wMssearetiy out \4 Hu* *4 le »Mlu)u{n, I'd 
halve seen him iiaunnal ui\i, and m\ It n*) i hut! 1 been 
in your plae«\ I would havi.* n fu ^ d ihuuI l*lank, even 
if it liad meant the end o| eveivtluiig/* 

** I believe you would/’ liatdoiM uulo* sank The 
stiTUiiesH had giuie out of fiis vi«n .out a ♦ eituin wtarn 
ness had taken its place, }iuf wai letuiid daiteliit 
the truth ofdtn* niafler* Mm i* you hivv e^insseil so 
much you had Inlter know tin* wleT' f ilid ma go this 
thing by request . I niiileitook it VMluutudw Ifllmd 
not ikme stg some tUlier lUfUiri pn-.-.iMv same less 
discreet means "'"Would have breu i iuplu\«,i! to gain the 
same mdJ* 

“I see!’* West’s head was lb* smiiriJ to 

be dosiilysepuiiuing the luartdf' *‘U vilm !i his am 
rested. ” Well/’ lies^dd abiiiplly. '* voi/ve fu!d imdhe 
tmtlu I will do the s.iiiir i** you tliis btidiicHS tm 
' got to end. I have dmir my p.ut tuwaifis bimgiiiglhat 
about. And now you must do yoiu s. \ ^ m will have tn 
prosecute, whether you like tl or nut , 1 1 is the mily wa|/* 
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‘"What?” i>aJ>ba,(aniibe said sharply. 

\V(‘st tiniiatl at la^t. 'I'he glare had gone out of his 
eyes — rold and still as an Arctic sky. 

"I tiiiab Wi‘ undn^taiul one another/' he said. "'I 
sec you d»>u't lik<‘ your But you'll stick to it, for all 

tliiit. imi .t !m‘ ;ui end— a painless end if possible, 

witliout rt‘:.;i‘ots. Sle- has got to realise that Tm a 
swindler to the mil! row of my bones, that I couldn't 
turn to and load a doerut, hunourable life-— even for love 
ofher;^ 

Tile \v(»rd-. toll grimly, but tliere was no mockery in. 
the stet'lv evo:.. no froliiig of any sort. They looked 
full at i; ibb.ir.MmlH- with tiiillickering steadiness, that 
was all. 

liahbaet nnbr lir. (curd in the sihnice ot a great amaze- 
ment, Xhte^uclv In- had i;r(»j)cd after the truth, but he 
had never i-vm dmilv imagined this. It struck him. 
diuub (hi . Mi'idcn ghinpsc of a man's heart which till 
that mmneut had \*rrn jHirenuuusly hidden from him. 

Mv il *at fell nv,’* he saiil at last; “but this is 
iusaiiilv ' ^ 

‘dh'i'hap returned, unmoved. “They say 
ewu’v uiau ha » his iiiania. rhis is mine, and it is a very 
hannle^'S our. It won’t liurt you to humour it." 

'* But ;anHl hravrus 1 have you thought of her ? " 
HablKuaunfse ext homed. 

** I am tlmdou:: ot her only," West answered quietly. 
"And 1 am aNkmg you to do the same, both now and 
aftia vuu have mani<'d inn'." 

‘d\nd send you to perilition to secure her peace 
of mind r A' thousaml times -no r* Babbacombe 
turned, anti be|,'4u ti» pace tln^ room as though his feelings 
miv Unt nun h for 1 mm But very soon he stopped in 
front of and spolo* witli grave resolutiom “ Look 

lunv." hr saiii, “ ! tiiiuk yt>u know that her happiness is 
more Ui me tli.m anything else in the world, except my 
honour, do yon it seems to be even more than that.. 
And now listen, for as man to man I telLyou the 
truth. Vou hedd her happiness in the hollow of your 
hand L’ 

Wc:.t'h faci- u-m.uitn.1 ;iAa mask ; his eyes never varied. 

3 
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“ Ymi c;m ai! Iliai," liv n.iiA. 

Bai'>b;iC!oiri!>»:? s!{o*>k hn brail, 

“ I am tuii yvcii Him* that ! hIi ill |{ \ A 
What tlmii?’* sdhl Wf>!. ‘X\ia ^uu sii^Wn 
that tlu* woman vmi hor Uk.inv aut \ rtmvirt 

>ti mhorious Hwin.tji(.a\ a, Ma* ko^aol 

f tliink, Ba.ij! Kii’Mml a* aii-aa* ii 4 tainUj thatsli 
ouf^ht to ho a!l.ow«,a1 to 4»‘t i4“ fh it pMim ’’ * * ‘ ^ 

“Allowt'ii to riiin hn ,rlf with^mt inti riVivinv” 
Suhstitnltnl \V«.-sf, *air^*-;ia.: "Wilh I ^Uh 

ai^roo with yoiy aiiil I aliai! la ua *• la i 4i<* 
tuuity. Von w**u4 imar na Utna ilao if uoa aiafufti]! 
Dotmisiiav. Xm in liravoiA, liaiio-. laL* uliaf tlia mij. 
'OUia\ ami loavo irio ahaao \!aiH h» o laio iat all a 
gooa woman ovo.r wants a lM|i|a. Imtur, a hushand 
who womiiips Imr* am! «io!>h»'ii Imi h. i Im UMoiib 
yoa will soon liitil ihal I Ii4\r 4 im|,|m 4 hrlt,w ik 
'liori/am/* 

llohwuiig 0'nm»! ,igaiii to lha iiir',, aii4 iliiiVi* tlii,?TH}b*r 

ihanl inltMlit* iotals. ^ ' 

“ Am.! hmi aoritlif.i- ajsaif ,is soiiii as j»»’s4h!rA k 

"S^IhI p a H*S|H.S: oOr llil.'n llliif ^ otir wlio WO|l*| }0| 

you down whim y»n..i ato mU uuit‘t riillvoii 

.a fool whim you mako mia.iki s m ‘Jant, a m'fitlfman, 
Thera are plenty of them ahMin iPtf i ij. ||,j| 
'foiiiiti ill tht! wot lii *s ruliihsh heap. I h»‘ie*h m it liii'ii! hat 
filth and lyokeii croekerv tiie'iT 
He encktl with hk hrief, i vim at lot<!y ami Hatte 
combe kiiiw tliai Imihri 4is< meatin niifiiii ht* vain 
For good or ill ilie Hwindlei had iiiad- hr. dei imm, mid 
he reaiistti that no eitoi! iif Ins uimld atin* ii. To 
attempt to^do *io would he fn lieat afvdiisl a stone walh* 
a struggle in wiihh hr might p«is%ii>iv Innf huihelf, Imt 
which wouhi make no dtifeieiiet* wliai<a ri !♦# ih.** wall, 
Reluctantly hr ahiiiiditiifsl ihr aiipmnmL tiiid 
prepared to take his dr pari ui r , 

But later, as he drove liiimr, tfir maids wiuA'* imirrrd 
to^hnn and dwelt brig in hb immmi v. | h. n hit tfnnss 
‘Seemed to cloak scinietliitig iijMm wlm h no f‘y»* had rvifr 
looked— a regret unspeakable, a passiHiialr* irmaiUaa 
that found no pliwe, ' ' 
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IX 

“ I luivc jiiHt of whom it is that your very 

a, '.‘''lit rrmiiKls 1110 ,’' ol)servccr Lady Cottes- 
brook lit till' in' ak last labk' on Hic following morning. 

“ It llaslied ti|)on mo smldoiily. He is the very image 
of that nasiy iHi 'ani, Ntd Voniey, wlio swindled such a 
crowd of a. IV’W yoa.i's agt). 1 wa.s present at part 

pj.- {ii,ik a.ml a more callous, tlioroiighly insolent 
croatiuv I sawn I suppose he is still in prison. 

I o\.o il\' wliai the sr.uteuce was, but I know it 

was a I'sa; "laa 1 slmuld think tills man must be his 
twin- biot ill r, hi‘ k. 1 nexor saw a more remarkable 

*md»o lou'oly pkuieod u[) from Ins lexb'r. 

“ You an' alwavs lindiui' that tla.^ |)eo[)le you don’t like 
n.s'subk' ' l uiduals, f I'^nila,” h<‘ said, with something 
less than In > nsnai eumtosy. “ Livl yon say you were 
leaving bv the rliwen hfty ? I think I sha.ll come with 

drot lark, hnw yoii change 1 I thought you 
Wi‘iv mmiu” t‘» na'c dM\vu heir for another weekT 
" l' w.i n" iu* an a\rmd. " Lut I have had a line from 
Cviitiiia. to tril US' that hn* ha.iul is poisoned from that 
iufrir.al trage l! mav br vi-rv serions. It probably is, 
or*'ic’ ’A I n dd lan liav*' v^iitlen. 

•'ih.it u.itr i lm\ in fact rtiuscd his deepest 

auxicis. ii'" h id t.tiit'ii d all a,lt)n,tt tliat slni had delibef" 
atidv ni'idc "! dll' ' limy. Suiin after three o’clock 

If \\‘,i , in in'aii. .Kill hi' hastened forthwith to Cynthia s 
li.it in M.is t.iii . 

He tiiMud h' 1 on .1 eoui'h in her dainty boudoir, lying 
alone hehiii- the tue. Her eves hlumc like stars in her 
while t.ii e I . ,1,.' ytr.'te.l him. __ 

It w e, jii .! de.ir of yoti to «»ne so soon, she s.ua. 
“I kind 111 thunehl yon would. I'm having a real bad 
time fiu ou' e. •iiiii ! thought vou’il like to know. 

" I , .11 me .ihoni it." h* saU, sitting down beside her. 
Her left iiaud i.ty in his fur a few moments, but attet 
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a litUi' she eln-w if. awav. Hs . 

sling. 

T'lirtv's hanJlv anvilun;: f.» trll.” ■. 
my arm is is'M.l up t<> tit' .Is silt!. ■ 
is pulling tilings mi tin- wmuisI mi iP. 
off hurting night, nr thiv. I ala .im! ! 
night, f'hit .Mu. I \vuu‘l li-il \oi| a ! ms 
tcHj hurrif»ln. Vw iwxrr l-tra a si 
It: friglucms tun hunir, I * a..; * ,-.M 

wauU.Hi St iririiil lu i.ilk tu. It us'. .-i: 
of niis’'’ 

“ It was the kuitla:,! flung vhu t nuPI p 
said 


■' s was in J 

-p; "(Inly 
■-'1 Mil' dni'.tijt 

1 hist 
' It was 

■ ' ' Jnd, 

■ ' felt I 

■■■ 'iv ^'i'liisll 

• ' A iidti' i,f 

S'U wnii't 

* ■ ’ ' <int ■ 

' - ’M shall 

'J -an I lout your 


“Ah, full you uiustikt nu ■ e a : 

wist fulness Sf.iuuPiM! in trie lu ‘a \ -a 
misunderstand, \'au.i, . | 

friend." 

\VMi Meeiln’t: In* .itiMrI. li- 

run'er atteiM|»l tu bo a.nyliurrs; fa.s^- fa 
{fiHM'onsent 

"Ihauk yimd she tnntninif'il “I ka^w I’lu vm 
mean. lUii f lead siieli a b.td, | that 'ail 

tile devils in hei! wete lec -hi a! me 1 | 

you my rtuuaiu'e was dAsul, i hi, | a p ’ o v, .ts a great 
big he, anti it bs route hmiv" to miasi, f < -pf 

it, It won* t. die," 

^ He iieard the quiver of te.iru m hrr * » i 
his teeth, 

" My clear," he said, " ilmdf fui ah' - 
it at the bottom ed mv liearf k* 

She readied out her hand to Ima a, : lifu "f hate 
mvself for tieating vuu hke thi s!i ■ n d. “ hm 

I I: Ml IoMel\, ami I ifao I it, \ oa ■, i shtuihfjia 

be so kind." 


' -r ‘'P aiul sd 
?hat. I kiirf 


'' Ah, ddhl, doM*t grtidife me csan tie yd, kaip," hr* alii 
It is the ilearest llmut I haV’s" 

^Mfssohard," wailetl I'viifhu. " iliaf I . n ave yea 
SC) little, when I would so i*MhUv give all A I * -edd/^ ‘ 

** Ymiarei'UitloblaiueyuuisdllMt Hi u " h,. .ummi 
steadily* You loved eath »*ihrf Inpiif f fv,*|' mivi 
you." 
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“Lov^hI f:irh oUier she said. ''Do you really ' 

neau ? 

lie lit ‘sit : Lied. n<‘ had not intended to say so much. 
‘'Jack,” sht‘ iiriMd piteously, "then you think he 
rcallv caivs ? ” 

\'on know it, Cynthia ? '’ he asked, in a low 

voice. 

“My heart knt)\vs it/’ she said brokenly. "But my 
mind head snrt*. ho yon know, Jack, I almost pro- 
posed to him Ix'cau.^f* I felt so sure he cared. And he 
.—he just h^olo'd hi-yund me, as if— as if he didn’t even 
hear/’ 

“lir think , hr isn’t 14'ood enough, for you,” Babba- 
coinhe s;iid, with an elnu't. " I don’t think he will ever 
he pio'snadrd to art otlnuavise. He seems to consider 
hiiusolf hoprlrsslv h.indira,ppe<l.” 

“ Wind iiiakrs you say tliat ? ” whispered Cynthia. 

He had not uirant to tril h<u. It was against his will 
that hr <liti so ; hut hr frit iiupelhd to do it. For her 
peace of mind if srrnird im|H‘raiive that she should 

undrrstatid. 

And ?>o, ill a. frw words, he told her of West’s abortive 
atteiu|d to pinny, r a, sertmd tiiiie into the black depths 
frorn winch hr liad so rrciudly escaped, of the man’s 
ab.solutrly .srltlr:>s dr\aition, of his rigid refusal to suffer 
tjvrn hrr iovr hu' him to move* lurn from this attitude. 

Cvatida It Urued with hrr bright eyes fixed un- 
swervinejy upon Ifahha-ctanlHi/s face. She made no 
minmrut of any sort when he ended. She only pressed 
his hand. 

He lemainrd witli hm' lot some time, and when he 
got up to e,o at h'm;t!n it was with manifest ndnctance. 
ih* liugru d br adr iiri ailrr lie had spoken his farewell, 
Its thouVji he still had ^a»nulhiug to say. 

You will come again soon/* said Cyiitliia. 

" To moiTiwv/’ he aiiHW'enah " And-— Eynthia, there 
is just oue tliiip* 1 want to say.” 

She loiikfil up at him iiuestkmingly. 

" t)nly this/* he said. " You sent for me because yoi 
waiitfsl a fiinid, I want yon from now 01 ward to trea 
me anil to think of me in that light only. As I now se 
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K"'> tL\M > 

f AP 

thin.q^, ! t:.lo lit ■if: ilihil. ! '-.'i!. 

■ d r 1 * .r 

' ’ ■’■ ■' iiioretc 

you thiiu jU ;-4 lli-M . K : 

• O' : n . ^'0 ' I 

/ ' ’’’‘‘d iiKih 

use oi nto in (.nee WdV 

\'t'n i\i .n 

"l.i'llydt 

ain'lliine:/’ 


The wun!;.; uvni ‘.n.n 

hi li • I’i- T . 

i- to !„,rs 

Cyutliiit’s eyv's vnlh. 

-u-ekn 

out run! cla'S|>eri lii-: * 

: i ! ■ > . I *;/ . 

“ 1 h'lir J.e-k/’ -.ei '( 

ei \ • -n‘ 


fruuitl i hrtvo in ilir e,*-:' 

,1- ! ! •: 

-e.n, 1 1 

--ever/’ 



1 h‘ tMllrti f.ui’k t e, f li' h ■! 

■ 'erne t! i*,'. , 

‘ ’ ' ' ’ hi t'tj till 

infonual it»n tluif **hf w., . T » 

; n. ' te ; hi d 

- I '* 

■ - N-:i.,lth;, 

onli‘rs. Laft'r in Ih** le- 

u- :e fi.’n 

the doetnr u e * Uh h'-r. 1 1 

, . , 5 .^,.^ { » ^ , 

e , .otil Oiuvt 

up ;in<i dttun tie- tlniuii 
Event unllv the t .unr 

' n'>su t n 

' ■;!; hi, 11^ 

Itahl'iitt'Minl'je kuf-.w Inn; 

:iH,:ieIv. .0,1 

Vi, Unf si'.r 

prised wlniu nt sieht e-i ldiv 

1 in fhi'' 

*“ 4 \‘, f !it* deriij 

turned ;edt.ie .if uui e,. .ind * n 

n n * ! ! Ii • I* -1 ' 

*' Mtulinee Und f.,- 

1 '-In-nM 1 

Mi'-!:, '.er vtiti,* 

he s;ihh '* nritl if 1 ttiel ”0 , 

d-.n^i 

Vi trjl Vtil 

everything. 1 nut t 

“ •- e, flint 

1 the;:!-; wrv 

! ■ ' vhii<t Ij, 

serittusly ed tlie inim v. f 

1 ' h e h. 1 n 

to go intt.i u piiv.ifr mn i,. 

h*n. 1 In: 

' 1 * ne |>l,trit ti 

he ill in, iind 1 eh, til h.f. * u 

‘ : J r e ni 

h h! 

to morn nv whith tud 
aiuestiieth*/' 

•• • -it e- li. 

Om:'* of ai 

** i\u opti'ajjHri ! 

n, './* » 1,1; ’ 

-e'h-., .i: !ia;d, 

It: is ;de»ohn‘dv iiup» ; e? 


' ‘'.lid, "ti 

.get at; llu* Mstt td' tlir ,-f. 

1 ,'!i; t' It 

eller: 


to provcut till- iiii'ii hi. } .j .t :i ; luif’i! r, 
tho opcnitiun fail, tin j'Mtti t lin- hami 

It may im-an tin- amt .r. ». n '■ 

liahhariHiii.i- t.i iiuih' ! < hi,'. -.ii k ai 

ht-arf. 

" Wlu-ij (In yoti pr«ipi..>- t.. m..v- Ii.i ' h,- 
presently. 

^ At oiU'i-, 1 iuii yi'in.’t itow to lu o.f ait 
'* May 1 fto in ainl m i- Im i ij .lir uiu .i,;., jj j,,,. - 

"I don't advise it lonmht. i. iod ait,] 

overstrung. Ig-Huimnv, |«-ih.(j.H. if .dl wdl, 
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Como riKunl my lioiise at. two o’clock, and I will let 

you know. 

^ gut ditl not see her the next day, for 

it was benid :m to keep her al)soliitely quiet. 
The ilnfinr w.is vrvy iviitT'a!, but he gathered from his 
inanie'r (bet hr riitrrt, lined very grave doubts as to the 
SiiCi'.ess nf his trisd iuent. 

Oil the d;L\- lulltiwing lie teleplioned to Babbacombe 
to inert him nl the hmne in the afternoon. 

lt,ibl).t,erinlH’ ;i,nivrtl liefore the time appointed, and 
spout liolf mi hniir in sick sus|Hmse, awaiting the doctor's 
conun:n 

The Litti'r enti*n*il at last, and greeted liim with a 

Scri< iii 1 tnrr. 

" I am e.riii ’ to hd yen sre Miss Mortimer/’ he said. 
What 1 irao d from the eutsi’t leas ta.ken place. The. 
misidiirf uridretrd \nu lung a,t tlui beginning. There 
is uething, h'r it but amputation of the haiul. And it 
oiust ire pril'iuurd without (|ela,y,” 

ItubtEU "lubr ,.dd sonirtbiug iinirtieulatc that resolved 


itS'-li with an ellort into ; 

“ Ihive \’ou told lerr ? 

I liiivr*/’ ddie .(h.H.d.or’s Voice was stern. 
"'And dn- abvolutely irfnsrs to consmit to it. I have 
ftivi-n hri* till luoirow ruoruing to make up her mind. 

” iir paused a moment, and looked 
gabbai'oHibr stmii/ut in the faee. '’After that,” he 
said, with ruiplmm " it will 1 h‘ too late.” 

When I ’mIuj.u oinlir eutereil i'ynthia’s presence a few 
minutrs lutrj , hr w ilkrd a ; a man da/.ed. lie found her 
Ivitie anrmg pillow », tlie sunlight sttetuning oyer 

hi'!', t ra u a * u u n n 1 1 h* ' r browm hair iut m a mass of spai kling 
Hold Tin* mM «pn»l;, gracious smile welcomed him as 
lie brut ovi r lu r. I hme wen* dc‘cp shadows about her 
eves, but tln v wrie wamderfully bright. ihe hand 
siie gavr liim was a e, cold as hag deS|Hlc the hush upon 


hvr {'Itc'cl.'.. , ,, , 

•■ Vuii h.uv hren she questioned Wes, 1 

see volt h.ive. Now, don’t prench to me. Jack — deai 
lack. It’s tMO sh-.ekiiiK' to talk alnnit. Can yoi 
IxHifive it I can't. I’ve dways been so clever witt 
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my h;iufk. ilavu a ? I iv.iuf vn|| Iq, 

dtnva a wire fi>r nitv’’ 


In her hrieht* w.ia* 

It wan Well ni^h ivniHryalar' to 
daageroii^^iv ill. 

Mt‘ sat down hrsifie lirr udfi ^ 
it to Mr. \V. a.’* " . 
fidlvmanr;' tuir^^rrs. " \ \- 

I am i^ack, and wa..u!m-; von. 
I'ynthiad And writo .al. h.- 
come, jack ? 

“ lad iu«’ add ' I 'j ;-'at / " Ur %,ii' 
*VNo, lack. Von arc tm! ft*, 
dot'snd t'timc for tliaf, le- will ta-\' 
shaud wail for Inin/* a. id- a, r*;.* 
She seemed itu|oi!i.Td (va- l:i:n n 
the meHSa|s.% t»nt wianj !oo|-„ h: . I- 
him with a wraful m'afiinde fn.a 
heail. She had lakm him at hi . 
him her friend in nerd. 




\\} 

i). 




‘ ^;--nuled hit^^ 
- die \v;i5 

I p.n‘N*r. 

'“'S eves 
h - i’Kt ihk; 

‘'eint; 

■--.'■amlw’Il 


■ Ifiij 

Andl 

all. 

' ' -'-’l 'li .l'Htrh 
' ' ■> ■ • fi i11mw,.{1 
‘ ’Cill to his 

‘■‘A luil made 


X 


ai clni'sn t frntir {fti 1 ;,- •.^;ii vr s'v!’ fiijmsat 

Ov.-r :«»l uvt-r fymhi.t uhi p. j-.i t.'„. ..p ,|,! , t„ 
as shi> lay.^witii her ,* , v. in. .-i tli.- tloor 

waiting. Slif vv.t-, .i imiuM, j « ! .. i. , ! - ! il . 4 ill ,j,i th,’, 
hnal throw, and wa w..:. .'a;. v..-,.]. u.d ill as she 
w.is after long MiUeinu,', u.ii- In..; : ■ ih Iv. i i-tmitk. 

for the result of that l.i-.! ec-.U Vinlui'-. M.ivlv lie 

would come siiivly mii.1v' 

Once she spoke uiipcii.iti-iv (i. ft,.- in:’.-, 

" If a geiitlernaii iiaim-.l \S, .t , .,u 1 y.,,,. 

once, whatever tin- htnu." 

The nurse raised tde-faele. i , Imp- - h.- tM 
tlut It would do more harm ihait gu-.d to thw.iu to 
patient s capnee. 

And 80 hour after hour tiynthia hiy waiting for the 
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iiiswer to liet Mnd hour followed hour in slow, 

uneventful proct'Stdt)u, bringing her neither comfort nor 

repose. 

At leiiL’tii Hn‘ dnrto!' Came and offered her morphia, 
but die ivlusrd it, with l'ev(ui,sh emphasis. 

“ ^'o, im, no 1 1 don’t want to sleep. I am expecting 

afrieiuh 

Won’t it <io in the morning ? he said persuasively. 
Ihi* ’ ’ thr.^hed eager inquiry up at him. 

lir is’lnae ? ” 

Tlu* doetoi' lunldetl. 

Ih‘ ha;, been iieiv sonu; time, but I hoped you would 
settle doun. 1 \\nnt \'rui to sle(‘p.’' 

1 ( \nthia alnio .1 laughed How inexplicably 

foulisli well’ 1 \< n the lieverest of nien ! 

“ 1 will "ee him mav,” slu* said “ And, please, alone,’" 
as the doetor made a, igii to the nurse. 

He moved aw. IV i dm taiitly, and again she almost 
laugheil at liio imbei ditv. 

lint a minuti’ lain slu* iuul forgotten everything in 
thcwurld save that upon which her eyes rested— a 
short, iaoad shouidt'ieil man, eleanodiaven, with piero 
iiu^ eye-, that leoknl straight at lier with some- 
thing*'* ’Somet 1 m ig in tiu n rxpiession tluit made tlic 
lurnl within !e r leap ami qiiivtu* like tlie strings of an 
instrument under a m.i tei hand.^ 1 t 1 • 

lie ('anie quuHv ti^ the hed^ide, and stood looking 
down upon la r. mU nttning a word. 

Slu'sto teheii up her trmnlding hand. 

Vin loal tdad to eee \*on/’ siu‘, said weakly. You 
get mv mr. mg.e It it 1 hopi‘ it didn’t annoy you 

lUs vm.e was mu t ami straimti His imgers hac 

duM’d veiv tight iv npen her hand 

“hit down/’ iiiunnured < yntlaa. Ko, don t lei 
a>. It help ^ me aome to have yon hold my hand. Mr 
West Tvt* ffpt to tell you Muntdlimg—siiincihuig thai 

will make v^'U real mad. Tm ralhiT fiightened, too. It : 

because Vm sh k. Voii— you must just make allow- 
aaces/* 
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A liglit kiiMilrd iu \\r !'s f'\'» , tint . 
ilaiae, hni htill he ht-ltl lniU’.i If u iii:!t 
ligure hi*\vn i« gi'aiiili*. ' ■ ^ 

" Pmy ilHii’t «ii-fiv^s vmii ... If, MHitimej.'* i 

Biihl siilily. WunIthFi it hr- wi .-t in wan till vou 

hetti’r heinre ynn um any tmt.h-i r “ ^ 

, ■ ; ,a.',|..Uron,oi 

of pllSHtm in her | Ur^.-I .M aiiV flirtu 

uiiiiNs y<»ti hear me *.iiii fnjiiigii 

\\vr4 Il’MWIieti a lilfir, liill 'Jill fliaJ Ir.yiy^. 11 , 

^htme ill hU ‘^lrai!v evr:s. ‘ 

1 am qmiv a! VMiir hr ‘Aifhar Hfnv 

or at ;mv lutnie imir. Ion it !i<i, lutt i uew nhjuw 

make veil miiM' 

sharkN!** eaal uiili a ihiiaflv iittle 

smile. *' lltaih talk flmaii'Ji \'»au hay WestV* 

her.mir ‘-ihiit, Ur 'iiH li.ihliiiij her lian4 

in a \\anio ilnM* ig.i'Hi* I hat mau ^aiah 

“ L<1,^grf eal4 t \li!|||.,t„, Ullli ;m effort 

to he hiisk. If heeim* '^lifli a » nnf, , yuii, You know 
better llum miVHiir !i«nv I iri.inaanl tn Imif tuv liamiso 
btuily. l.lnt rvrii vnii deui i kienv ‘a* 
you never Miuieeiial iliaf ..fliaf it vwnai't an aiUilenta 
.aJl. ; thata in laeta 1 tli>l it mi jiiiijirisr, " 
hht* tiioke ill! fur a a\M|.li!i,: fa. eyes, but 

dingiug tightlv to hi?i liaiiil 

I did it;* she well! mi laiatlih- Iv "I diil it 
bccausi* I heard you m th*'' di'H*’* h* an*! I wautr^ 
to attract your afleiiltmi I fMii|itii*i sri* vmii, tiut I 
knew it was yny, I wa^ ju-a lo uiing tiie tmn 
with my foot* arid Urn amt llini I le aol vuii, ami I 
stooped doivii - It ramt* to inr in *|ti it^ aiiii I never 
stopped to think - I stomiril an*! piit iny fotiid 
in the way# I never fhooeht i iimi tliuiiulit it 
would hurt so fr^htfiilly, or that it rmild muir to iMhA 
She was eryini as she nitlrd, « i vmg |»itr«ai fy ; wliib 
West sat like a stone tmuge. ga/mg at hn . 

, Oh, do sneak to nr!'* Milihrd. Ho a| 

^metlung! m ym ki«iw wlial tliry waiif to ifoj 
But I won*t kt tlieni--I l«d linn ! It ii/h |« 
oreadlul.a tidnf to happeit to a wiunam I raii't te 
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I woii’t. 1 ir;i.r ii . It will l)e much easier to die. But 
yQiishidl kiin’..v thi‘ truth first/' 

^ ■ k'P * ” was West's voice at last, but 

not as sir' li.itl (ws-r lu*anl it. It came from him hoarse 
and df-p< a.-, thuu'di wrung by the extreme of 
torture, lb- had ^-uuk to his knees by the bed. His 
face wa-^ iKMfvr {<> tlian it had ever been before. 
‘MKjn’l eiv! ” h<* I>ri;grtl her liuskily. ‘'Don’t cry! 
Whv de V‘ei t rll iiir t his i[ it hurts you to tell me ? ” 

1 v.aut \'nu to kuow 1 ” gaspcd Cynthia. 
"Wait! let ue* linisli 1 I wanted— to see — if-— if 
you ivallv tnr iius I thought— if you did — you 

woulih/i he able tn an ou | >reteiuling. But— but — ^you 
lll’l I li e a '* I 1 1 j . .n 1 i 1 f ‘ 1 1 s) \\ a, i 1. 1 * J ilil 1 . 

Sin* eiit’a .1, bat thug with her tears; and West, the 
gnmig tie- 'ehl. thf eyuirai, l)uwed his head upon her 
liaiid, Jiutl I Kin*-' h 

“ it wa . so \'eur nwri sakte,” he muttered brokenly. 


witlielU iMniailg up. 

^'1 kunw/’ ulu peied baelc Cynthia. "That was 
just wliiii iii.uie it ;n iuipossible to bear. Because, you 
sir.*! e;i.O:ik tun/* 
lb* wii . ’ il* un . I.>uu1 hill!.; heavily. 

{'vuthia V :t. h« tl In . heiit hea<l wistfully, but she did 
nut Ipe.il. syaiu t ill he had mastered her own weakness. 
- \{r. \\r i /’ sijr ' aid sch'tlv at length. 

iue, In-r h;unl nmre tightly to hi^ 

»*i;‘ to tEi vnii now,” proceeded Cynthia, 
" in t \\\v. I a lad 'UOl tn eniue to mc, I rcckoil yOU 
t ti»w all -d^'ei: t;a unulT' til iriine^^^'^^4^^^^^^^ I shall either 
veiv --u. ni' .1 ha^v tn eai rv my arm in a sling 
{„r tie* u : .u ui’c lu»s N^w ilnU/s where you come in. 
Wiiuld \’‘i 'Anuld vuu teel Very badly if I died, I 


lu lo, ad. at t ha,t, and she saw his face as she 
liiiil ;,vf II ii me* haet ;t]tu alert, vitai, full of the 
pasdniialr mt u uv nj love tor her. 

ViUi !i.o/t dr- ! " he iledared luwdy. ' Who says 


you am r^ou, , ti» 
( Vllt lua* < \‘e‘* 
at he| flnlli hi .. 


di- ? * 
h tl betup 
“ I lllevn 


‘ the smideu fire tdiat bla/ani 

i coHW'iit to be a cripple all 
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iny days/* said, wdlj tiniidiiv 

lu*r \isaal dainty rnis:!!!*-:!.'**. 

** Of conrsn vm will u * at,” \\<* t 
down Ju'T !ialf-'aan.-rrd ir i tan* \ut.i .. 
ing straiyttln ** \'Hn1i ivr i!a. Knn' I 
wuuian you «U'<\ Outuf lnav< n ■ ! \ . n t 

dioita.* ! ** 

Than* is/' (.'\adlua v.'in y* n «L !.< s.: i ^ 
tliroili/i iownrni lit!:.. “ i , - n^ i , n ^ r- >•. 

wiili yuu, Mi\ Wv-4, it \Ma v/n.nt ;n- t.) 
— if you rnallv w>U'ii ns' t* I a’. ». :s 
even fur ytMi ■■ 11! <iu. if.. Ida-' I li d* 
uu livin,^ lik«‘ a. riins^p^.l ’.v.i.n !«.: • mu; 
but ■! rrfknn \u!:'li i.ivs !.* d.>. il,j 
rnturii, Xiuv i UMiitk I u \.tn » .-n, 
hinlinf,( at 'f 

\\r*sl*s fana i;.h.uis'«s.[. i r\'i;S‘'rr;r'‘. . vv 
Suuudhiui; ol lii.s ii,.a!;»it!,i,4.] snanira:’;: . i 

nUuniati. 

Vat his Vuiaa was ltd! of !ri lif.' . u / 

** t'yulhia/* ha smi vi-iv rarin--.! Iv. ” tn 

mi this aarth that I will w4 •, *,;..j 

ask IIU' tu hv \Ur aa-aus *-l nunin; > 
dnprivii 4 » yuti of all vour tin ml . 
a pusitiuii that wiaild htral; \scni is-.o' " 

A gliiuiuiT of aaiu^r'iiisuf h-d 
drawn laru. 

** My ! sliu said, a hu!o .juiw v n la i \ 
aru funny, y«u lUf-iu dull a:, n; Ir . ,tn.! : 
My duar* llwraX milv tan* |*n ,.n m t.s. 1 
whi> has the puwor u* busik ui\ In mi , am 
fault of liis iluii In* didi/f d>» H kai : a ^ 
speak. TheroV noihnii: h ii i.»i mm i 
petition is disinis.a'd, !>ut uoi tin- y lu; r; 
to me instead. Fve a M’'niiiiiriii,d i tii* 
have * Mrs. Nat V. WV.a * \uithn -a m 
in the event of tnv drnuM" |u iieui.r,v, I 
make arrani^u'inents for fhi* aainr/* 

** Cynthia !,'* 

The word was idiiiusi a riy, Imi -Jir * h 

fingers on his lips. ■ 


'AP 

'*^d. swuspkj/ 
*'> '^vcrnuister- 

Uvr tlu. 

•' ‘ wi*re any 
kinidivly 

d** t!:i; ihiiii, 

: '-‘nil- tii 

Ikit - 

n : fill’ iut‘ iii 

■•visat I’m 

r1,|| iHit of it 
o'Xf'jfossioii 

n iir ?'.[H>ki!, 

'■■■' e; nuilii{||i 

! liut tion’t 
I 'H'ially, of 

-^di;ii,f you to 

* ■ ^ ynthia’s 

'•'i -r, '* Ymi 

Ond a. bats 
mb- uiiiwr.H.! 
i It ain't any 
*• X’s don’t 
M aw 'llm 

• : . ’/'U listen 
r f he able to 
(V umiloioim 

w ml you lo 


r- kn! ih te 
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“You great l)ig silly!” she murmured, laughing 
weakly. “ \\'hei e's your sense of humour ? Can’t you 
see I’m not. going to die? But I’m going to be Mrs. 
Nat V. West all the sa.iae. Now, is that quite under- 
stood, I woinh-r ? Because I don’t want to cry any 

niorc' 1 in tiled. 

"You wish to marry me in the morning — ^before the 
Operation ? ” \N >".t said, speaking almost under his 
treat h. 

llis face was elo''i' to hers. She looked him suddenly 
straight in the eye.-. 

" Ves, ju'.l that," she told him softly. “I want — 
dear- -d ' "ant to go to sleep holding my husband’s 
hand.” 


XI 

" It’s a ch ar case of di'scrtion,” declared Cynthia 
impertiirhablv, two months later. “ But never mind 
that now, lack. How do you like my sling ? Isn’t it 
just the cutest thing in creation ? ” 

“ You look Sph-ndid.” I'.ahliacombe said with warmth, 
but he smveyed hn with slightly raised brows not- 
withstandin/;. 

She noddl'd hiii-.htlv in response. 

"Ko, I’m U"! wouving any, I assure you. You 
don’t Inlicvc mo, 1 sec. .So here’s something for you 
toreatl that will M-t vour mind at rest.” _ 

Bahhacmnl.c rc.id, with a slowly clearing face. Ihe 
note hi' held w.e. in In', agent’s handwriting. 

” I am leaving you to-day. for I feel, now you are 
well aiMiu, that ynii will liml it easier in my absence 
to consider vci c'.ticlully vour position. Your marriage 
to me was simply an aei ofimpulse. I pve way in 
the matter iHs an'.tc you were in no state to be thwarted. 
But if, after com id’eration, you find that that act was 
a mistake, <lit tated by weakness, and heaven knows 
ylat besides of geiverosity aad pity, something may ye 



So Ti i i*’ i N } hMC k* > 1 lA N 1 U s .\ P 


I'H'' difrie tr> it-ir^dv it. If n-.-’*’ 
if ytm uxr aniirut t>-> ■ 

rualt.tTs lU'ril t-ViT A -f if f 

n:*liirnin|4 tfi rav '*v« a : i: ■, 

I iun a w.irf lji.it \t::i ui*-. ■-•a-' *; 

V'sar fiH'lui;:':. ia Ilii’ aLaf-i v,,.; 

uiulrr-lautl \’nnr :>ilrtua-. V*a.n-.. 


‘’H'Mvho 
t iiiii 

V S’.i ]>liltill-r 

^ Ijiall 


V- Aj^srA 


** Ain't la- / ’’ > 

laiiiiaa'a. du 

j,H k ? rai ,?J' ' ftt t 

In dtivf* in»' al! f i.-' !* » 1 .a ; j 

Sund..i\’, \’'a iaa.;**, .-ad , j 
inak<‘ tla* t lain laip-^ a ' 

I linv !>niai da vna ^vadi -t 
coiuliia 

kinlit au.iv ! " laa’da d ^ va! h 
grt ran in fi»r r:x. r*-diait tlu- 
ba thai’a by savru," 

It was a:n a irM.tfrr <.«!. tda ! A. a* 
B:iblnu:rniibi- lararil llsr ri 

l‘a.rrint,..:rb'ari itul; \ ‘■•a.a;d 
ilirnugfi tla- t-wnm:: raid, dsA i ! 
warn still bara, but tiu-r" um'. a 

swelling bud'- m tlir ■. I 

rustiad tlmaugh tham ; arjia'd f '.f "A 

it) ran in 

I lika thti-r brl! ./* nanauaa 
inaka vim far! shii mI ladv 
iVtjting aav f *' 


' * ‘ fa (lo^ 

r ■ . M' a-i m} 

’•’ •* *-* at - niaiur. 
t;r.- t.i:- ^'-ainn-to 

t l,r'd b;!,|j}x|. 

a a \ lai il \Vi* ilmA 
^>1 linn!, \va aflglitjo 

‘ r., li jf • t.; f ydif;n 
A A ' : . a }„;atfs of 
' - : <.As « , 101 ,:} 

‘ ‘ ■ ' '! ! awmie 

n..: * \ ' : , ■•,!{oii of 

j vna t nnf. 
t a. A*' ' ad a'ord 

'! • ^:A^M ‘'T!ii:y' 
•* la a. \‘Miijv liot 


Xn, tlistiA aai*! tbibba'a'n:rib>^- :A«M,dilA. 

Slw stjUnf/a'd bis arm. 

I^n I'ral gla.d* btr- iiMUr a ligaa bui jod Wftrtli 
it, CuHiti ln'*a Ilian, dr.u j.t ' | a, a Mianlit 

away diivitlv |*ni ut- “n, I dal t.nd'm 

own way in/*- 

lie Inok hnr at l-ii'-r ms»:d 4- !a- dn '• ./ !, . i, liaviiig 

deposited hrr at mi.' nmb i fa* a *. . .i iMlie 

his Ixiilift S aliMrin, In* %hiHIv 4;% r; niAi f in* 
mg dusk without a simth* plains* brhmd. 
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West, lii'> iiaine a full hour later, heavy- 

looted, i!U‘vita.l)lo ^igaxette between his lips, was 
surpristMl tu diseovt'r aa hanging up his cap a morsel 
of \vhit‘‘ pa' t rhuaiil :.tnek janatily into the glass of the 
jiatstand. H s< (‘ue-d io fling him an airy challenge, 
l-le slat*p<'d to h)()k. A lady’s visiting-card! Mrs. 
Nat V. ’• 

A de<‘p lln di rn a* r.ndihidy in liis weather-beaten face. 
Hcseiz«‘d the r;ud, and eruslied it against his lips. 

jint a. li ve ninniriits la, ter, wlien he opened his dining- 
ro(aa E^*'*'*' of emotion in Ills bearing. 

}1(. bore him 'fit with lhi‘- rigidity of a man who knows 
he has a batti** brlmv him. 

Tlu* nnan wa ■ with Hiekering llrelight, and out 

of tlu‘ }‘;h»w a hie.h v'oita; carne-'-u cheery, inconsequent 

Oh, liei e lain are at last ! Come right in and light 
the knup. Did VfU see mv card? All, I knew you 
^voulii bt‘ surr to l.ndv .d yours(‘H directly you came in. 
Tlui'e’s nobfdy .0 hoim* l>nt nn*. I suppose your old 
woinaids fttmo to idmieh. Tvi^ luten waiting for you 
such a wiuir ! W'd Vi* years and a bit. just think of it.” 

slu* wa-. ’d.iiiiiitig on thi* heartdi waiting for him, but 
since hf m‘>vrd Imt’ slowly she sti*pj)ed forward to meet 
him. la-r leoid nop^t unuslv uutst fidehed. 

He took it, iwld d thra-Kh hd it go. ^ 

\Vr mud i-dk thiiey. owt,” he said. 

Suieiidml ! ’* f od t ynthia. ” Where shall we begin ? 
NeVt'r mind the lamp. iaTs sit by the fire and be 


^'?le nuA-.-d f.asv.oVi with her - it_ was imiMissild to do 
(tflierwisi* but there wa^ no yielding in his action. He 
iiiTl iiinm ll aa suaedd atal stilt as a soldier on parade, 
lie iiad bitt«ai tbiMUgh his cigarette, and he tossed it 

NhavVo ihe.vn ! ” >aid (‘ynthia hospitably. '' ihat 
chair is fui emu. and 1 am geang to cml up on the floor 
at vonr feet aa bri-omes a ilutiful wife. ^ 

'■'Di.ii’t, I viulii.ie' h'- Siiul niKlor his brfiith. But 
slu- luui iuT .v.iv. urv.Tlha.'SS. Tht're worv. tvnu'S when 
slie stn'iiu'd ahk- to attain this with scarcely an cdloit. 



S.3 rnii swiXDi.i-u'.-. ii.wiucap 

IvMlhnui ’.viUi iii'rfaceto 


She seated lierself an tie 
the lire. 

‘‘ Geori/' sliesaid, iij a lujif- m’ 
Fni listeniai^*’ 

West's eyes staia'd IhA"?*!;.! h* i 
I iKUsai^t. Miiieii In sav.” la 
* Only this. \‘tju ii.rr : a ill 
Tliere is a |nara ie» yav I'mt 
yen will havt* to jeiy iGr tla . : » h< 
There shnnhl be ■■■ ■ itiri'r *411 b 
e(|nality l^tweeii a wna.aa bi i 
wtnna,n and a ble L aaid in ue 
t'ynfiua laaei#* a liifl-' > aae* 
turnini^^ hei htsid. 

(ht, ytHi uvvdni tis%at uiv S'. i 
planeF she saieh "Ida a -.a i 
luuubh» wav. ITa miWA ,» aud ;r 
that, unkiiHl as well, { m.iv hr 
estiniatieiu but evi-n a N|iial li.e 
little heartsu'lu's, hn^ | jbifr xa^-* 


u a ‘ 

^ ‘111 


'!y «'it it'iigdj^ 
.. . Uiucost, 

• ' “ill the prijj 

‘ “* "\V0!l,v;% 
'"' ll thing as 
y-';, : " 'I't.iu a good 

'1 i:u; ,tii. u, i‘ without 

' I 'M ,,n ,1 .linVrent 
' •'■ ill iiiv own 
"• on like 

'1 ‘I'l.ii in your 

1!'. iiitl,- f< ciiiig^nfs 

'll" Innkc tnf 


a siigh and a l,ni;;h ; ihra. limuti ; mij .nl-.iv. ly nearet 
to him. but still vvitlu.nt tuum.,: '■ 1 nm.mbf 
oiu'f, ages and ai;.-. aj;.,, vr,n « , i i ^ ’ 
sointdlung to m-. of trUm,; iw ■..^nu iUnn-; Andwt 
worn inti'i'nijitt'd, Mr. \\i- i, I’vr {» ,11 h . uiim; all thm 
ypars to hoar wh.it ih.il smii' thtiti; w.t 

Wt'sl tiki not stir .tn oy’ h'h Hi'i t-o <• was storn and 

" I forgot," he Slid. 

She tunu'd u[miii him ihi it. ,i luini-r and 

ponding straigid :d him. 

ihat,’ she said, with eonviitti.n ' js just oiu' of 
four lies I" « ! ‘vii* 

West became silent, still stating tis, dlv into the lire. 

Cjyiithia drew lu-airr still, sp,. 
mth her outstretehwl ting, r. 

" Mr. West, she said gi.u. lv. ■' { i.skon voii'll have 
® ? Wackgmuil. .uid t.iki- to heiiig an 

honest man. ihat s the only sobitmn yf the diiliculty 

S to Kk^tw?* ”*’* 
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He wrist, but still he would not look at 

is luadurss/' he said, grinding out the words 
tiirouidi trrtli. “ You ai'c making a fatal 

nusiakts i am not lit to lie your husband. It is not 
in my to give yon happiness.” 

Shr did not shrink from his hold, though it was 
aliuosi vinlrnt. Her eyes were shining like stars. 

“'riiat,” she s.ud, witli quaint assurance, ” is just 
another oi \ i on lir •>. 

Ills hand rt'la.xrd 'h)w!y till her wrist was free. 
t)n \'nu kmovT he said, still with that iron self- 
Stiiqu’ss.aian ” that only a hnv wtadcs ago I committed 
forgsrv 

Vev” said dvnthia., ” And I know why you did it, 
too. It wa aid rH.ietly smart, but it was just dear of 
you all (he sain-*/' 

Hit* swiadha ‘ , taei‘ <|uivi*nHl suddenly, uncontrollably. 
He tritnl tti lampi the ohl harsh laugh, but the sound 
lu! utterod wa . aldii to strimdlung Very different. He 
ieaiital forward shaiply, and covered his face with his 
haruis. 

Anti in that immoait Cynthia knew that the walls 
of* the citadrl had fallen at last, so that it lay open 
for her tti riiU'V in, 

Slit’ kis h uft qiiiekly. Her arm slipped round nis 
lurk. ^hs tbvw his head with soft insistence to her 

bu’ast. . , T 

Mv oW'ii IroVi it*s over \ forget it all. It wasn t 
meant handicap ytui always. Well have another 
deal mtw, pb a lO leul, jiud Start afresh as partners. 

riicTt* l‘‘i|nw»‘d a pause "a silence that had in it 
stmicthiu- sa» rrd. Hem West raised himself, and took 
iita* faee iVtweeu his Imnds. For a^tmament he looked 
dee|> info her Ids own alight with ipvital fuc.^ 
Hicm *' A'- lovers, CynUna/Vhe said, and kissed 
her mi the Ups* 
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I 


** Tt k w^‘l! kiiHwu lli.it ; -'ht li.iulist witu figiit 
in vain/' rruiatlini I uul Viv t » nmjiin.nHv 

** But t stiMiihi !ia\r ihMiji'h* i V, -ai..fii m|' \uiti 
wmiUl haw Ijaavii lufifi -’.uli ,i t uu, waste of 

?iai*| 4 V In Hinu»uk* ai^uii.t ! 

Ih* 111 til*' »a‘4’ Biawl !».if.{fiHl lu him, {ft' 

iny i'WUH hi'h.l tla* |4‘‘;v'ai!4 mji!- tfi ti \\,is sektoni 
fruyi lh».ia,, flt.^ ii hinn 4 striking' 

pursunality, liu-*; hV'* kir*.* '? iiatMi nuf havg 

:alh*d luin itupMMiu*, uur i.fnu I f!i»‘ itiirliaritable 

:uivt‘ klt‘Hi’rih*'d Iniu vi,^ »a*\ll4U}: w**! ih.m dun^ 

liiumias !j»* hail non*’, Hi* 

^as hk i» thi*^ |i.u!imi 1 ,u, Hm- jmwi f»itro, 

dve rt’inaik iii4 knr j'r«'*v"i4a'»l iiimv tlum 

riioiiHaUarily rais^^d rvi-liiuw. 

He was jiusiuvHy « haiai iri nm !h n ! I kiiwrn tfiM 
herself a do/ait tiuirn a tlav, ihav m»ii 14 da* pnhsibly 
nuuTy anyone m ntiilia! f ,\ie! %ri m lu-, umialile, 
eKasperatingly jiwid fasliiiiii hr had ha ‘,Miiit* tiuwBfn 
laying siege to her alfr^iioo^, Ih* laid shai'rd off his 
beard because he had tuard lea ‘..iv lli.it %!e* nlijerkc! 
to hairy men. ami tm sermrd tu ihiok ttmf this N.iirrilia 
on Ins part entitled him in 4 hiri^ 1 ‘4i or 14 ' hrr Immt 
than the rest of the wnihh rfoi.iiiily iini*!i more than 
she was clis{»o!ied to iir'iniw, 

He had, in fact, assuinni itti 4tt *4 j'ltoprirloe 

ship over her of late-a state i 4 whi^ h 4p^ Himiigli 
resented, but was f^werk^ts to altn, Hr lopl a iitili 
money, but no prospects to iiiriilt*oi. and had iiew 

$4 


i 
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done wmih doing in all his five-and-tliirty 

veai'i^. And y-'t. hr. r.r{-nu'd to think himself an eligible 
larii f‘»r popular women in the district. 

His serial p< »;.iiion pa.vc him a certain pi'ecedence among 
j^er otlior mhnnvm, Itiii IhTyl herself refused to recog- 
nise. Ihin presumptuous, and snubbed 

him m't < tidinr'jN'- 

But I or*i Kriiinld’s eourtslup seemed to thrive upon 
snnl)s. 11 n was i{e\a‘r in tln‘ least disconcerted thereby. 
Ho liadiiA llu* braiu^. to taki^ offence, she told herself 
impatirnt l\'. umi ns i sonirwliere at the back of her 
iniiKi tlauw Iniio'di a, \'ayrant suspicion that he was not 
iKvavs e.' (Tin i* a • 1 h‘ stMuruMl. 

^\ii) h,.ni iH-m tu'h* to him on the present occasion, 
and Im Imd ri'ialiattai wit h his smiling speech regarding 
her inti licet whieh had ma.de her feel vaguely uncom- 
fortable. it luiyhl ha.V(‘ been • it probably was— an 
effort* at Mull iui his part, hut, uttered by any other 
man, it wtuild !ia\'e had almost a hectoring sound. 

i lia-ven’t the smallest notion what you mean,’’ she 
said, afiti' a deeided pause. 

" '' (liarmed to ivxplam/’ lue luunnunal. 

ti d'Uih troulile ! she lejoined scveicly. It 

docsiM t iigidv in t he least. Explanations always bore 


me, 

l.ord 

tlirked a 
- h p. 
Em leU 
that -at 

l!a\'^ 


!.:un.ild ■ iiiiletl iris imperturl)abie smile and 
enat n vun hi-. ■ lem*. 

/ milv v.hrn tlu v are futile, eh, Mrs. Denvers? 
Hi ’rm mv-rlf. llavenT much ability for 


nt t l.ili s’’ 

\aai a.n\’ 


abdity Mr anything, I wonder?'* 


hi-, moMth. gornl livinKnired coiinte^ 
toward, la r. It a ‘peeulativc look, as though he 

were wmeh imp, it bv auy diaucc she cmild have meant 


to l.'e na- \ \ H 1 4 ,1 

"Oil I tla r I la* - aid, I can do epute a lot ot 

tliinr. ' .lu.l .1. ..i.ilv. I'M* from boiling potatoes to 

tainin:: ■ . N- vii h. anl me play the cornet, h^-ve 

^ Ib'iyl I. iii.i! io li Wfiii.'wliat unnecessarily that she 
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cieteBted Hie curnrt. Shr snnieH 1 m‘ tlmroughly 
exasperated with him um-.mu, ahd, evidently 

wished Hra,t h<‘ would talo' hi - hA\i\ l;ut this fact 
had not apparently yet petii't ! at • d \y 1 .-ol Keiiaid’s 
underst;uuliu!o f^r he was the wi** i mMi -, 11 -! of imai at 
all tiints, aind surely wonlil iti'V. t lia\r dreamed of 

iiitrudiud presmiei,' wlei*' it ws tine. rl< tone. 

Ii4‘ saV on Ills favonrile |eieh, the mu ie .{(uih and 
swung' iiiiuself e.entlv to and tro wmle le* iiuldl\" upheld 
the v]rtut‘s of the iu-dnuiieiit rde- h.ni '•lipjdfd. 

** I was a'-lied to |'Hiionn at a, inoi.rr the t»lii<Tjught 
at the harraek ■, ’ he :.aid. I he urii ‘eruieil eujijy 
it imineuselyd’ 

SeddiiTs liki‘ anytliiu!:: leu vT "sid He:v! Denver 
seathinjdy. 

And then beratise he tiad no o turf leadv her luart 

sintde her. 

Hut it was kind of yeui It* yo,‘"‘ slw s.airl. ** I am 
sure you wouldirt enjoy il/' 

dh, but I dill,** lie Slid, '* on Hw w|j»»jf\ I shraild 
havi* liki‘d it lieitri' it Idetehi'r itrnhrt ln'eii in tin* 

chair, and so, 1 . think, Wi:iith:i llirun h^ut il jia.:va‘d oil 
very faiily well.’* 

Why do you uhjeet tt? M.ijui ielricite'i f ** Heryl’s 
tone was slightly ae/tre^,- i\e, 

Lord Ronald litedtateil a liitle,, 

** Hi" isn’t niiteh likeil/* he. loirl Irer VaytUe'ly, 

She fro will'd, 

** But that is no answer. Are voii ah aid let answer 
me ? 

He laughed at that, lauelnai eaMli' and naturally, in 
the tolerant faslilon that mo 1 r\4 pei.OMl her. 

no; rm not afraid. Ihit I dtudt like litirfiiig 
people*s feelings -espndally yoin ** 

** I do not see how that pM^ellde/* site !e|Mll|eil, with 
dignity, where iny feehiiip* aie hhI etaa ein^'d/* 

**Ah, but ttiat*s where it is/* he it-. ponded, ** You 
like Fletcher well enough to lie rxtieinelv inthgiiaiit if 
anyone were to. tell you that he ts not a iiiee pei'Miii 
ior you to know/* 

object to unpleasant iiHiiiiiatioiis regardiiig 
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anyone/’ with ^-liglitly heightened colour. 

'<'fhcy ol\v«i\ i- in im cowardly.” 

"Yc-; hut \nti ;rk(‘d, yoli know,” Lord Ronald 
reminded Ic r ::* ntK\ 

Her c<Ton- d('* [H'!h‘d. Tt w;o> not often that he got 
the l)ct<ci' id' li< r ; md oltfii, indeed, that he exerted 
himsNi tn dm ■.*. rdu* hri^nn tt) wish ardently that he 
would go. i\r.[\\v, he w.i.s quite insufferable to-day. 

Had lo' i'fiii e. ni.ui *4' ;iuv ptn-ct'ption whatever, she 
would alnoi'.'.’ tluoi IH that he fathomed her desire, 
for at tin ■ p-niH lo- ru r in ;i Inisurdy fashion as though 

apttu t h‘* I'Mint id 1 1? 'I *.n't n?u*, 

Sht* \n -r a! fnnn !>« diinti tin* lea. table with a little 
inward |uiilni :, *4 »’M[i,iirnci‘ for wishing him gone, 
slio wond< 1 f'd it he d* enn‘ti her iiihospitable, but if he 
(lid he di ::n) ^-d it v«iv cand'nlly, for his eyes held 
nothing but ni^utdlim' :» a,s they mo:t her own. 

“ Ihm it. never ee.nun'd to you,” he said, *' that you 
lead a very nn|a«4e< ted exiet<uice Iktc ? ** 

SniUidlnn;; in hi ^ espre ,;,iun <'hecked her first impulse 
tore>eut tliV* qu'- tmn. Her lip quivered unexpectedly. 
Niuv and t it< n/’ ■ lie N.iid. 

"An* N'ou a man hatfr ? ’* lu* asked delibenitcly. 

She Lute.hrd a liffle. 

"WliV d».» mm a I; neh an absurd question ? 
lie srt uied tn hr atate ujomentai ily. 

" jiecmi i‘ tmipsvt* me wouUln’i you be a good deal 
haimiri it yon weie im marry again ? '' 

Again laa < 'd. m iu .e Imtly, W'hat did the man mean 
by aseumiiig tin aliunde Was he about to plead his 
own cauM’, or that id ani)lhi*r ? 

"I think i! rytirmrly doubtful,” slay replied stiffly, 
wtiiift hi'-» Ntrad\' eyo » with a hint of didtauctu 
” You have maer fliuugjit of sudt .a thing perhaps ? 
he 8ll|n!0'ded, 

She .Iiiilui a WMm4^d^ pitying snule. 

"Of colli M* I have Ihimglit ol it/* 

"Thru you have not vet met the ntan to whom you 
would rare lf» mini t yourself ? he asked. 

Silt* look tile ai this. It was an act of presumption 
Qol to hr lioriiiv 
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Evi'ii if 1 ii-nl/' ' ‘--.i?!, vnfh 5’- in cheeks 

I do !iot tlrink I n^nd.i lunl.r 1 md Prior my 

ci)nlid;uit/’ 

“ No? ” lu’ s.iid. *' \tl, do 

ilor oyos shot ^irttrn. 


t'uM M mail l'‘e \v. 

sea* I aau 1 

;!■ 1 a '! 

a k.-d 

Yes/’ iu* aii:.uf. i 

■d.. “ Mia 

• ■ SI a 

'■ "f. 1 thinlt 

lie ea,u — a j,e'H>d dv:ii 

ve s -M, 



I iietest tHjlniu'i'- 

■ i'!'- ! 

” *da* 

■a|;e ill V'chem- 

eiitlv. 




ile smiled. 




” In fact, you \n'v' 

r'l h! [ k ■■■' 

i,. 

a<'V '.heep. 

goeud luauv woiium d 

M. V,nt It 

' a u''se'f 

S‘ 'ii-*w tluit the 

jirc^hu'ene.r is ,1. e 

rue 
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i.u'ts Did he 

know luuv _ed.i.i>a.i'\' a !a.il!n ^- h-;' 

; ' ■ . t 1 a. 11 

* ’ t'* laid lieoif 

Must pv'Upli* klU'W. 

i Mlild it ! 

Im fin 

‘sal he was 

reftTriii^ ? ‘riie laii 

siU’l a* S' s; 

ra . |. d 1 ' la 

: ueaas 

” ddiat /' she said 

it nv, " i > 

li'M r.U,"’ , 

.a nor Imt my 

own. I am lud wiiuilv i:arMi,.i 

O'! t j t t k 

'' W.iVa of tlie 

W'orld. Ami 1 launv 

wlano I , 

Ui tail"!.' 

' 

You trust uua Im 

r ia- 1 .ns.,^* 

r ” .0 I ] 

k’'s'd Kail alii 

She huiketl him n|» 

.UUI ii'-'S!.! 

e; It ; a mi 

s’-. . 

** 1 should sav V‘»u 

aro simu- 

to.- :a- 4 

ieo mless man 


I know,"’ 

“ And you ihcdt lil;n nir n\ < «n ■' o'o i:- /' hi* drawled, 

inootiu|{ look vviUi*\‘r> '.o ?;.i!, lull '4;irtki, 

slit‘ lowri'i^d ia-r own. 

Sho tnruod awav fion: tana '‘v;!!! ,ia ai -nf },ja>tiire. 

lie luu! IH’VfV HI, tart;, wd 1 m rai'a^a:,; -* U>-i Ism, Or. 

! should Ukr y^m lu-Urr ii \mu w 'O u’t * > m:us iuib/’ 

she said. 

Ihit you liave no ouo o|-,r to |. i?, .i.* a “ - - 'o/ ’ ol'tjected 

Lord Houalil 

'' Well, iu auy ea-a% it \m';u No nO' -die direw 
back, almost iiaiiieai to laua!. .ft la *.0:5. lO/. 

ll Would he if you nvivii - I a. . L ;* ^ajid out.JiS 
patiently as if ho woir doahe.o v.iiii 4 I. » hihl 

She wlundec.] ahniptly. atuafO^l not f4 K : d.dtin, It 
wa^lho must ju'osaic pio?ut*4i sle- lud * vri had. 



THE NONENTITY / 

“ If you iii u'iT'ii nv‘,” he repea-ted, keeping his eyes 
upon ln'5’- “ ajlniit Uuit I am harmless, so you 

wWd Hniliiii- tr) h‘ar from me. And as a watch- 
dog, I thnii^ wtJiild luid me. useful — and quite easy 
to ina.n.! v,'* ie* addfd, with his serene smile. 

l>er\’l ua. st.uiii'* at him in wide astonishment. Was 
the man mad to a|HHmai'h her tiius ? 

“Nil.” ie' -ud. " I mu (juite sane; eccentric per- 
haps, lait ’ • von ara kind enough to observe — quite 
harmless. 1 n a . r pru|Mised to any woman before in 
my life, oi mmii as wanted to, so that must be my 
exe.nse I'nr demi*: it Isnily. iMsilly, 3^11 know, Mrs. 
Douvem, \*»u im dill worse than marry me. You 

might md'* 'd, 

jiiit at tliaJ iiei mdignation Inmke hounds. If he 
wore ii'U mad, it made iuin tin* more intolerable. Did 
he faue\' linn .elf so dt siraide, then, that he had merely 
to tline, her fh * haiuito'rehiet to lind her at his feet? 
His iinpert inera f tian>.nmded bidief. But sire would 
pay Itim l>ai k m hi-, own (a>in. He should never again 
iiiiag i n e h i n i - ’ e | i i 1 ' r «''* -a * , 1 i h i e . 

“Keallw I a Mil Kimaki/* she said, ‘'if I actiially 
neeth'd a |M *t etor whs h 1 do not ^ are tlic very 
last per , on to wlneai I :diuuid turn. And as to a Ivus- 
band 

She pan;, 'd a. unnu.mi, af*are!iing for words siiniciently 
barbed tu p-met!.;te e\'rn lua Muplacciicy. 

“ Ve'^'" !m said firntlv, .n, if desirous to help her out. 

“ As Im a, inm!.5a.nd," ■■'no said, “ if 1 ever marry again, 
it will !' • a matt 1 * an t. '.pert a man who can hold his 
own in th-* W‘e!d ; a m.in wim is really a man, and 
nut ti' U a liv e, a? n \ , 

Impi u ;e m J v km • datot the w. .rd,;». For all his placidity, 
hi* s‘'emed fo p :h*‘ p>»wer to infuruite her. She 

iong^d inietr.elv 0* luovf’ him to anger. She felt im 
suited In; hi . ei mip. . liat itig Ihm because he remained 
so cumteMii T; at tenf ive. 

He uhi le no attempt to parry her tlrrust, nor did he 
SdMiu lo he di usk oiirri fed tlie'i‘i;by, Hc mciely listened 
kiiHilui isihl V tdl she ceased to speak, ihen: 

Alh w. ilT itr said good Immouredly, you musta t 
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taki* me too serbnsly. It wi. oulv a snay^stion, you. 
know.” He piekt/ti up his !i:it^\vif!i thf words. "A' 
pity yuii can't see your wsiv tot ted-! i:i wilh it, but you'; 
know best. i'.iCHbdwe h»r tie* or* 

Rt'lnetanlly, in iv^pou.*' tu hi, oxid-ut « \iHr,iatiou, 
she eavi* him her leoid, 

-i wish vou to unisot-iirh i.ed K*.':-i;h” she said 
stil'lly ns she iliti sm “ that^ tuv O"po. i , ! nal.” 

He lifted his eyebrow-, for .t, - < .d. ou.i be funded 

*»^ruttld it have beru ;ueO’ one v ; lliof ihe grey 
eyes slume with a er>iiain slr-.v rle-rriierif lifu that 
was assurediv fureign le^ Ins wn.do n.oinr o, he made 

deliberate reply ; 5 m i 

“ 'i'hat is ti’aifo umi 1 ‘too-p di M .i*,;,, It was 
awfully kind of vou to b. 'wp-e u. \ . wut ktuAv, I 
am not pood at taidup huU ♦ 

And with that he wa< you-, timufd te^ thy lasp 
perfisdly i'ourteous, aluvoi deems'- i, u';u»' site steud 
aiul \vatdu.*d his e it u. iib a. w. t - * e * . i . o i 4 i (uietiug 
suspicion that he hati S'‘-.)iiirhuw m net ;>■,{ to |,;,1 the best 
of it after all. 


II 

When Beryl Ihmvers luH winio to Kmida/jial tube 
near her friend Mm. hdlt^. itw rMmmw ioirP, wife, 
society in general ii{H*ii!v ttpim’d fhai -die had ituiieE 
the popultms hill station to s- H* a !iied«auih He* was 
young, she was Inuidstune, and sho was I’lef, It srisncd 
the only reasonable tunududon to diaw. Pm! siiee dial 
"date society had had nuiple o* i asiou fo 1 liam:*' ih^ iiiiiid. 
Beryl Denvers plainly vahied lei fiisshnn a!«ove every 
other Cimsuhi'albip and thosi* wde* woo^d Wimn! 
in vain* She disemiraged ihr af!riiiioir% of .dl iiuukuid 
, with a rigtmr that never vari»sl, till soH^ iv began to 
think that her brief inatiimonial exuruom, t* had tiiriinl 
:• her into a imndiairr. Ami yel llie* as liai il hrlutve, 
; for, though mikk4emjH»rtsb she uas not biitrr. She 
quite willmg to be friuiitily wub all men, up to a 
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certain i»ut b<‘yond this subtle boundary few 

dared to vriiiiuv and none remained. There was a 
tvoudta-ful IN ‘fiiMtion ;d'>out her, a magnetism that few 
could r<“d'^d, ; l>nl unt withstanding this she held herself 
aloof, iH'Vi'r whnlK' forgetting her caution even with 
those wlm cior-.iilt'ri’d t hmisolves her intimates. 

Having disiui’vsrd Lord Ronald Prior, with whom 
sho was alno'.t n,nriMson;d)iy angry, she- ordered her 
rickshaw atsl wont out to cool her hot checks. The 
recent inhsvirw had di^o|uiot,od her to the depths, vShe 
tried to ru;’;!,;d hi ; lu* sninplion as ludicrous, yet failed 
to do so. Ids what In* Inul sakl was to a large extent 
true. Shu uupiotucicd, :uiid she was also lonely, 
though this 'dn‘ n<‘\aa‘ lavnrd. She stitlcd a sigh as she 
set forth, llitlwttit '.lu' had always liked Lord Ronald. 
\Vhv Inul In* rou« In-d his proposal in such impossible 
tonus 

She went to tin* |udtJ ground to watch the practice, 
and her** h‘nti I *>**vrral fVionds in whose society she 
tried tt> loT disriunliture. But it remained with 

her ludwitlr.iaiiding, aial was still present when she 
roturiied to prop.uv for tlinuer. Slie was dining with 
the Klliu*; that nia.ht, and sht‘ hoped ardently that 
Lord Kiunid would not make ont‘ of the party. ^ 

But sho was rvid' ntiv d«'Stiiuul for mortification that 
day, for tie* tmh thing sin* saw nptm entering the draw- 
mii'win wa . Ids trim figure standing by her hostess. 
And, ** Lord Ronald will take yon in, dear,” said Nina 
Ellis, as she givotisl hns 

ILryl ejau* 'H at him. and he howed in his courtly 
way. ^ i hi*pe wui don't mind ” lu' murmured. g 
She did mind f^xeei’diugly. hut it was impossible to 
say so. sin* i'onld nnh yield ti) the inevdtalde and rest 
■ the tiiH of tior limun’s upon his sleevm 

It was with a decided sense of relief that she found 
Majcif Idritiier seatfd on her other side. A handsome, 
wdlunaiiiierefl eavalior was Major Idetcher, by every 
liiir iif his iigme a siddieig by every word of his con- 
vemtion a genihmiiii. hlxceedingly self-possessed at 
ill times, if was s«ddoin, if ever, that ho laid hinisidf 
open to a snub, It was probably fur this very icason 
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lliat l><^ryl likrd him hyttt-r a ^ ni th^ 

Kmidiiyhai, w.m dt-taai \yiMi ama. .nai usually 
grantail tlw wry iiitl'.- tliiit: h*' hi In ;. 

Slie l.nna'd 1*' him * 1 ! »>!!*'' v. ith .i i.n.i'psiu rmnark 

ih<’ wnMilrim:; u ti.‘ \ would 

ahh‘ t«a lindtl tlimr an.m: I n i,.itr..<- t^MUMvith 


win '111 .1 111 

.itnli ha 
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rd fi.a !‘i<r 

" ! !■ • i' 

1 r! lowing Nvuek 
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‘Oaii nuai are 
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lih 1 

iW':> ai 

r Ini 

I'tl til h- . 
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a walk-i'jv 

rl' ho' < 
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“ Whan 

• will 

t hr 

ma.t 

ah h 

'h'* asked, 

ru-rvouoh' 
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nl 

li'ttm 

1:.: tia 

r onh |i i( t 

h Lord 

Kona Id shniihl i'l 

aim 
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•Mrni 

u an 


'* Ihnv; 

" sail! 

M.il"! 1 

!r!i 1 

; !. “ It 

r-, rji'dinally 
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I'fii .if 

Faa, 

aha 1 , 

! am 

tlim a w a 

Oi-' diniculty 

alxsnt tlia 
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, 1 )\ rl 

' I la a r 4 : 
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as 

ll;v 
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upsida ihmn iV>r a li.Hivn iViir wfurli is tu hr h.ddiua 
fnw da.ys, vvhnM lh«’ mnn-u fw!l. \**n c,n,|;dil !♦,.) ju*e it 
It is ,ui inifrt'stiug siidil - unr wliia.li I |irh.rv- \mi,i would 
enjuv.** 

'* Xi> dniibt I shruild/* shn " liii! it is rather 

a loa ^4 way, isn’t it ? 

Nid iiima' Ilian twrlw iml*-'. ** l-lrirhrr's dark 
faco kintiU-d with a snd,-h ■* i h-a. *‘1 » li tliivo you 
dnwii snint* mnrniny, rail) a mU ! of < d l< ■,!* 

hnU'vl hnsitaird. It Wn. ♦ r ■ in; fa) acropt 

invilatinns id tluo snif, ia;t H’nr* %m" nil triujitj'd. 
Shi' li)iigi‘il tn dainrun-t! iah‘ lor m-drju aiinut'a to honl 
Rtiiiahh wliiKi* siia.;*' •u*<nr i niaim;; hm inaldlity to 
taktM*art‘ nf !nio^ Ii ha*l * aU ImU hm i irh\ \li.;lit 
Shtniiil |Hninit liaiaalf thiaM’;*' aTliali Id's* t-o hldHiukt? 
It wouli! lar s*) gund Ida hv.ti If* i~-alia-' th als' was 110 
ima>in{H’innt giil, hu\ a W‘suan *'f tin w-sld and 
thoriinghly widl vrivd in iff w i\ .. And at Inasl lie 
WiiUld hi* fnrt'i'ii ti) infaipii-ir I hoi hi* had ticeu 

littk hlmrt uf an alnamhfv, hr uannd liin to s« 
that, as sIh* \vanti*d mitlniii; r!sr nti raiili 

” Yi,;m think it svmtM hnia \s»n f ’* a-da d h'h h'iwf\ 

slit* saiil, lluslitnii slightly , ‘'I ihiiik I 
shnuUi like itd* 



xnNKNTrry 


93 


quiet approval. “You 
,n"4iiiti •! !U;it, Mr;. Uciivers, that it will be quite a 

Iiowitv 

lilt t iii > i'T :ni instant, assailed by a sudden 
jiii'mci’y ‘'1 K’* Mi. lid's vai!,ne remarks concerning 

liim. l<‘Vrl, and revealed nothing 

wliatrvtM*. •'■’ii'' 5 “id indignantly tliat there was 

iiutlmig tn It 'vr.d,. I iir man had simply made her a 
frinidly u ‘^adi dftrmiined to accept it in a like 


^^•‘p w.r'^ kind ‘’i \'"n to think of it,’' she said. '"I 

ivill etunr v\nh mn. ii pl.sr.nits” 

On lea oiht-i sei'* ais' in'aad I.ord RonaUTs leisurely 
toiit'S ‘'‘»n\ ‘ ! an ■ uuh his n« i'dilMiur, and wondered if 
air'lit 'd’ lie' |M ti}' t 1 h.' ! oMehril liiiu. Site hoped it had, 
tlunuih tie- uM t'nd hi > d^Mut-aneMir mad<* her doubtful. 
But in any ea .<• in- u»Mild 'aiody know sooner or later. 


Ill 

Major Fl’dsiter w;e'. uvdl wtsihI in the ways of natives^ 
fjd IIS ilti-'V dro\’M Hi !m^ Idgli dog- cart to Faral.tad a 
SV da\o hii In- imputoil to iiis (‘ompanion a good 
eal of iui'M:,. fn-n o -aidiuit tlMun of which, till then, 

Itidiad boon i’';i:or;tn!, 

’ll,, snrr, o:/d iu aoMiane In-r intisast, and the long 
hveihau. i:o' hill sdr m tin- rat Iv morning gave her 
,1 , simmu. . t. dir ha.tl bren fetding weary 
11,1 (irpn -t i iO , a 4 atr of ailairs which could not 
lirlv b'^ poH 1 »/,',{ fft tie* '-tote td ill health. Sln‘ luid 
fWlnudi o I a. .O' h. !mt it had tddnuU*d itself upon 
ii'f iiolwilli e .n..di!}r , and '>!m wsts glad of the diversion 
dtidi fliiM -ho.i-* td iMinr hfe uhorded her. Of Lord 
krild shr' !ei*l x- * ii uofluiig for oyer a vvet^k. He liad 
t‘ft |vtiii»!ae!} 0 ^Mi tlir dav following the dimun-paily, 
iiMifiitn mrdaina^dv. wdhoul farewell, out of lun- 
ik she had h>h! hriwrif a do/en times, and vehtaneidly, 
kfdie uao lad of il. blit ill** IminiUating fact mnamtsl 
iat slir Jill'. d turn iuisM‘tl him at every turn ; when 
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s'i- r»Klf, slis* ilduri'il, w\u ii s\-. nl <nit 

rickshaw, ;ual tiiic4. ol ;i!l in in-! rcc^wui >, 

Siic ha.ri crt.'Wn S‘* nrcusli .ns * 1 t*' ric^’ ’/i-Jit the 
tliick-st't, nnronuuuic swci-inc to aiui fi-Q 

on linr sni'nlv I rind rucisw \s .iU hiii-:, ifi v.'iUj srrcne 

grey t’.vcs that laairriiHv hrld n siinri, '■ri.-- 
had nr»t lH‘rn quite su srwir. >!n- lud umI nj^ant to 
staid him qmtn awav. As a liscsi, hi-, aitiUuri of 
kintlly adunratrsn \v.n. a, 11 ih.d ^Ic'.ircd. And 

Ih‘ w;is so sa.ffn ttto, sn s.it; s ;!^ '..sid. she had 
alwa.ys iVIt tliat slir* lasild vri:,’,‘ -,h.- liLn] to him 
witl'ioni l^t'ing rniHU-isirrsf rHU,|,. Will, h,' h.;!i cont', and 
as they !uia.llv aliglitf-dn .uml v,*;;: !.s;v.;td (»n hut 
through the fair, slm i<'::.tnn|fa\- ores; .< a luni lunu her 
iiiimi. 

Sin* nuide tain or twnt pufolia.-v:"'. iiiS'ir'r Mctdier’g 
guitiantay whitdi ivirmt! that shs* o.lri him wliat she 
wautetl and stt'»od l>v uiuif is* h.uc. cas’d fur lier in 
Hiudnstani, an annran, ; huMta l'o'!u is i I'Mml of view, 
Undould.tallv she voe; hr at mu:. ; !» » rnqny hnaell 
when lie snrpriNetl her lev imriUi’" in. mi »me uf these 
iinintelligilde cr>lleHjui*:‘S. and n'lu im-; tm ieu .Mi'eptance 
a ’ixsantifully wionrdat yeA'I i]h.yrrr’ lm,u, r'lrf. 

She lottketi at him l»ia.ii.kly, util \vi!rr«‘Ut a vagtie 
ftading of dismay. 

** XV’o'irit yon hrive it f '* !a* saai!. Whnd'l py 
pmanit tne tide staall faven* : 

She felt tht* ctdoiu JSJ o-.;! *4 h : fee s 1| was SO 
unexpected, this Iona !mm inula rimu, ,tim. a .tagger- 
ing. Fur stnue mason elm In-! imm': o-cuded ihisjimi] 
as a piisdidi* adjnuer. ylm irlf a. il lije :mh4 gannid 
had suddenly quaked !e-nealh Ic : 

** I would rather tml/* she uad a,t I d, avohime 
his eyes insiineiivelv, dmidt lhauk itic tiir 

gracious. I know vo*i iiemn n* In inn i ” 

** If you fisilly tiehe\'u timid* ; u I Id* tthm. siiiiliii; 
faintly* ** I ihm i see Mmr olge, ti.ea •“ 

The hbod rushed bark in a buiiam; wa\e tu her fatt 
Site, who prided hefself ii|nm bni.c a ttomaii ef ihi 
world, blushed Iiotljy ovciwheluunejv* like any aif 
cuiisckms girl 
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wouM r.illtfi’ not,’’ she repeated, with her eyes 

poll tie* ;;runnvi. ’f' 

]3ut iHrii hor w.l; um! In he turned lightly from his 

“ [ vvniij.iirt di .trr v<ui for the world, Mrs. Denvers/’ 

> siiid, “ hut. dteri you think you arc a tritie un- 
•asen.ihio r Ni) ouo r\ports a woman in your position 
) be a sl.ivf \ i » tu\ out ion. I would never have bought 
lethiti;: h.ui I dnonicd that it could be an ollence.’’ 
There w.i i a, tije;o ul ivprna.(‘h in his voice, no more, 
ut she felt iu<*\}htraf>lv a'.inuaed us she heard it. She 
n)kid up :»hatplv\ .uid the eouvielion that she was 
uiking li' t -'“h lidindoii; swept <p;iickly upon her. 
he held ‘till le-r hand to him, and mutely suilered him 
oslip tilt* Pane, if on to liei wrist. 


IV 

A anions i'.ifi!iup sound lUtule Uunn turn sharply 
he iM'Kt ruMintmt, and even though it proved to be 
he wnmie: a'ui d of an old suake-charmer, Beryl 
ninaut'd the tiiw i a»»n. ^lie bioktul at the man with 
I gaud tbnl til nUmrU, not withstanding her repulsion. 
:ie was wiapp^ d in a btng, very dirty, white chiuidah, 
roni wlueii hi. I.uf pfeied weirdly forth, wrinkled and 
lid, almorU *aipta n.amallv old, she thought to herself, 
it was verv ‘Ui in a Iv mlorned witli red paint, which 
mparted io iln < a e,hie4ly paie a])pt‘axance in the 
of the -’aval thy skiin A wiry grey beard covered 
:he lower pati of the I'.ne, an<i inti* tlrishe was crooning 
I tim*ir!v. aiut vjmlly unintelligible song, while he 
jquatteil on ihf gioinn! in inmt of a large, covered 
basket . 

“ He Ire. i;ot n nolira ihere/* Fhdcher said, and took 
Beryl’s at iiMpiif I !v. 

Sb nmvM siiejitlv, with a laicnt wish Ihkt he would 
take tils hand away, lint imtives wav beginning fo 
crowd and alnnit tlieiii to sen* the show, and she 
rcalk-il llial his lion \v*to dirtatt*d by necessity. 
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“ Shall I y^»ii away In'i ar wi* . : !a*amiiHl in;» 
Ee askati lier tnua'. 

But slic .siltjuk luu.‘ lit. hi \ at:.'. , t'isciiiatioi\ 

inijM-llfh hi-r to lauiaua 

E\vn wliru ilfj* suaia- ah.ua;* 5 imih n 

arm nwd riawrrl ilir Ikis.,- t -a* iiositi;uof 

fi'iUy iliau;;U i''a'!a|a..a apa! it*; > a;!i! to a 

g:ri|>. 1 hry if' ta* < laa, i'.urt 'pr,tus iu a.|| 

ilait tlu'iai'a btil Bait ^ ha t a.> - * ^ E*- ittn^aitt^n, 

Slia roultl iluuk t*f ra^lhra * la:! w^uiaiiiai’ native 
lukun* lu/r, luul tip' 1:1 vBat' h . ia:<* luitr^, IiHiviug 

ihiuil lav 

hit>saly s!m/ waia!ir-al tii .i> \i\y !.a" i ,, aliTt and 

S(‘nsitivi% faaliua i:rvau' tUr tin t I'-Bi Ba ■. li.ih axposal 

Sudilruiv, wiili a mavv»u-'aa U‘-» .v, it: im 1h* 
thay ivut thiMatavii. it;- aaa.in a,'. <l \\:r lauaul, ivariag 
U|>wani“>, slu: IhThTI a hu a.-a-aa 

A thrill ut' hoirt-i slnu t'ha*'a:li liata stt laxn that 
it stahlnH.I i’Vary |»ul“»r, ina.laa;a: \v!:im!i,‘ !.u4y tingle, 

But thii'a was iiiJ ■«,*ss.'',i|*a' Im!; l!i*i:i. iitti dlil Bln seek 
it, ha*l a lua.a ^ uiiul al4»- htli:,;’ that this 

display was 1^: hn a!<‘u . ili.t! m s-e.'/' s\ it apjH'ahd 
t() Inr iudividitaih* , a?a! sis- was n» h*;; s t. “v:» nmdi as 
cuusriuus af pw- ;a ^ at la ; i I 

din dtauuni nmtuun-d hi', n^s.ra:; ’ uni**-, juid the 
gnwt ruluw swavvd ih. luliai^ d n ) i. aisi Um as thimgl 
to sunn mystuihns tinilun, Ep* with naked 

baud auil aun svruunt to ilips i if. 

** Luatlistnuu ! ’* uuuutund a \Mi.r iufi^ BnivlTear, 
but sin did mt Immi il, iha wla«I< lut* hua uiv was 
rivutnl up»m tin unnnim'ns «*! tin- .npui audits 
suaHh.na It was a lud^ mu> ■*p» . ta» 1« , lap 1 ! lu . upn-tlhei 
Uildividial attvutitui. >lir had u*n**’au t'U pa:m . 

Suddfuly tin laaids uhouiiu: i»a.*h and un tk 
iiistaut till’ vtilua vnasrsl t».i swa\ . If s» . Us d lu yaithe! 
itsulf tugiilnr, wms tiiud {nt p^alnp. hn sr. ‘Minis, ak 
then ■•“'•swift as a liidhtuiut llasli il *4nn K 

A sharp cry hrulu' fi'Miii lhi\h but sin* invcr ki» 
tluU sht* utium! it. All sin* was awai»- ui thi 
ghastly struggE that rustn-d m fuait »4 lui, tin lierci 
writliiug of tin stukc, llir raitivuEi^a' UiHVfiiinib of tk 



THE NONENTITY 


9 ? 

oldnativt% ;vn«i, ruiT»u,ly distinct from everytliing else, 
ijnpn'.-.iMn <'f ;v»m«’ stringcil instrument thrumming 
SOiiKSvlcu.' .!,t tic* i>.irk uf Ihn crowd. 

It all fii'li'd ;t» uu(‘\|»rctcdly ;is4t had begun. The 
ereat ri-ktii** b'-cnnc- mddcnly inert, a lifeless thing; 

monottcouns r,i< zoning was resinned, p)roceedi,ng as 
it wore <>nt »»! the « h.ie, of the struggle, and round his 
neck and .dn*nt hi . hndv tlu' snake-clianner wound his 
vanqaN^“'‘^ h**-. 

The luemeut h>r Eo’/o.koc.s// Inid arrived, and Beryl, 
coming i-.n ideulv eul of her ;ihsoiT)iion, felt for her 
niuso attd aweLi* abniptiv to the ca:msciousncss of a 
Uithis oipp^'d le-r arm, 

Sim ejan> ‘-d at idrteiirr, who at once slackened his 
liokl “ H’cdt \am givo the fellow anylluiig,’' he said, 
witliateuHi of poi.-itiptoiiness, I' will.’' 

Sim virhhd. e**nad*‘nieg the matter too trivial for 
arnim''nt, and waiOe*d Ids ni|h.?e fall with a tinkle 
ipunthe tin flatr wimh the siiakeaduirmer extended at 
lie lone, th of hr. *.im'wv ana. 

Flettlms qMfiilv m.idf* a way for her through the 
low shiitm ; * t»'wd ; and atter a little they found the 
idiuh wattur; with tie* man* undf‘r a tree. The animal 
i;ras ionn *id''d in* tiie'» and n-aless. Certainly in this 
/alky di.ate t it ua . v^j v hot. 

“\Ve will b i. h hv tie* hill road/' Fletcher said, 
islmha:td*'d leo' n^e ' U is rather longm*, but I think 
ithwortli IT I lu » bla/.e is loo much for you/' 

Thev kdt the iu.:h tSKid, and turned up a 

ruity tme k Iradioa, Ciur. fly mto the hills. 

Timir wav Inv del ween great, glaring bouUlers of 
nakid rock, liete and ilene tufts id grass grew beside 
the 1 1 , 1 * k, I'lui w»,'*re liiawvu ami scoichcd, 

iiul siiVt'd oidv to j*m|i!ia''4se the !)aui*uue$s uf the 

For a while Ihev drove in Htlence, mouiitiug steadily 

tk WlloE Ullie. , 

Smlfteiilv h'lefihei *»jioke. ** Wu shall come to souie 
iwk iiiie. ilv. 1 heu! IS u hcU uf pine trees rouml the 

next curve/' ^ ^ ^ ,, 

Tile worils were hardly uitcred when iinexpeciesily 
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iiie liKiTi* hliivil. httn»k t!i» i*ruuuil viMlnitly with au 

{itur aiui !^^4h4. ^ 

lk.*ryl ih'.si'nJ .tti * 1 * liuiii IIm* gnuiin 

auil half turn. *4 lii'n ^ uuisaiy to i!i« h.irh with ’ 

f.MU' uf trrrur >lv ln't --li m-ao 
frii*htoiirt!. >Iu^ tip* fail la .t up f i\'t‘lv, for th^ 

(‘4ft W4‘'<. jnlti’r; h**nil4v tia* UlaU , d\t t i liipl tHi( hh^ 

a ,4n*\ia'‘uu4, tu 4 at liu.; th*- '"*** 

>hr S4AV Vhuiiii, with l;iy ! 4U‘U: -f lilt* lio:wa 
(ha,:,4it:i haakw.iuU \utli all la t afuautli. Hu 
(jllita vvhitr, Hut r,\f'r'M.i!UuH* ^ M>!k * u 4, 4 u 4 shi' 
iuHlantly HUifi* t ti lain tliat Ira lia v\ what hi \v;i>, 

'lliara follMwaH a f^'W Hi-' u! 4> - uunip a! - u| luatllujJ 
I44lh.»pini:, piuiitu: vvlu- !i tU^ \ ova\i4 y* uloUsly 
siHa tu Ni4«a au4 Uiua uumv ttua • mu i)ir u bHiw 
av»i1unH'4, Ha-ii, tiu' a.-^'Uiai iiaui; rtrayly, 

nuit<*‘b \Vtl4 JUMP Hrr4U»r UprltUriH 4«\>lM[n‘ii intu ^ 
SUaMlIudU" uautrr, HaaUua a dlUU ull liul, Utiallv slu\Vu<;J 
taawalk. 

I4(*t('hrr juillrd tty alta^yllirtu miit turur*! lu th,^ 
UlvlXt Wilinaa Hraldr luiiU " SliS- I k'liV'rf ;u y\Hi 

Hplan<li4 ! ** ha s,ii4 siiuylv. 

Mir laui.:h>'4 tatipi ta tttuloiidy. Ilia iriiaatii <»ver ■ 
shr was h^’hiii; Vrix 

1 hr 5»4llVr‘ wa-i atari !v af thr iiiat* *'* tl»‘ i4, atttl IHrtchui* 
l«4 ilir ruins I 4 H, Hr 4i auMiiiiif t| wiitioui auMiipi wyfpi 
and want luinal t»i hiu rah' “^tiU ‘UhiiH hr hrl4 up 
his hands in Iwr and !iftr4 Ip i ihain a . fhMti.;!i slw hjpi 
Inaui a chilth Ih* wafsi rnnlna; a lilfh i Hul hr w^bstili 
very ji.ile. 

As fur Heryh tin* iiininnil hai frrt iMiahrit the 
she fell as if the wlnilr noth! H.h! |iiiiir4 Ih Ir|ia4 u^ti 
%s\nv swinnnini* ainuial lin isi a itvyitiin uuulyeul 

iuatiiii* iiiijiressii.'itis* 

** Ati, you are faint t *' shr hraiit him *• iv 
And shii nuile a tlrsjU'iale ami «|tsilr liilile Hiert 
iu ttssuru him that sir was iintlnny *4 iIm* part, hat 
she knew that m iimrr than a him i4 ’:mmrA * aiiie iretn 
her lips, siml even rvliilr Mir stiiivr to iii.Ae 
itUdligiWe llr lloalliig wmkl Ireaiir a ilnsiiii, and 
darkness fell ypan her, 
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fn hi illv vnv I'.i.ulunllv, the mists cleared from • 

„ 1,1 liii and a'ai- uprucd luT eyes dreamily, and 

, .^rdniui !m 1 with a Irrliui; that she had been asleep 
‘ .1 V, .r, iu'.' propped upon carriage-cushions 

'“h id.' . .’i .Ml n,;uiei'i’.e hmilder, and as she discovered 
a, 'hi t' m.'.u.av lO.li' d swiftly hack upon her. She 
n f',iMi,d ,.t Ill her {(lolish, weak, womanly 

ri.'i ud. '.e W.1-. Major Fletcher? The heat 
uii.-a-e that hreulhing in that prone 
„ i mip..'.ahle, t'.aspiug, she raised her- 
Self suiilv '.h.' V..,. uui ahsuhilely alone in this and 

"'sl'ie'ua. not. 111 all iirdaiit she realised this, and 

1 » 1 ! lull 4 ir.lt' I H 1 her. 

'''t';;'.,'. i.i'pMtiiiei on hr, h.iuudves, not ten paces 

""ml h..' .i,n.i.Lu; dioopcd low over his face;, 

^ , ' It 4«'!h 4 ittr a tHiiaiii palsied quivei- 

py,. 1 , 1 , She was conscious 

wil li 14' . uustnu uuu*. 

^^vmidering 

.(.Vdi ahiih.-i le 1 e ' .,n ; ;:';a 

H'it tn 4 a down upon his 

“ti,,. *' TiT’i.'.S'it ridwThi 

nil: i" .« a“., .vi.y vo.',« o 

shoou. My p»>a<« »« 



too 
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i!.:r wniili i tint harm a hair of her 


ill perfect English, 
lieaci/* 

She raised herself to an npii, ;ht pn 
effort. Very euriyusilv shi- iiel uuf in 
afraid. I>v an mt’aitrcL ulj.-d 


the:;; lu frli hrj 


with an 
i la flu. 

v’ ilir 
,t I 


1 


4 1 


‘ Hi Hit’ e; 

oaii hf'r 1 1 
i'll fill 
j v.L,>f I 
n tne *ui 


a afr 
laaa 

In lit 


I ^ is no 
i h' Would 

atrui. s{n> 
e earwhfte 
usrs she 


ae.iin, Sind vine' i 




lie 


H:r 


she knew tliat tlw nuu 
“ Wliat IS it f ” she said. 

1 ie Cl in,i.;t‘d betun* her. 

'* Let iny graeioir, Lulv ha 
boon that her st-rvain wu?;M d< 
only speak a weird ef wai la 
Ihuyl ha.d laepni to eive 
ha<i a fm-ling that ;de< havl 
hefoie, hut whue and and 
couiil not reeaih It wai i..* 
and the phantom I’liuird Is t 
*' Wlhii is it ? ’* she sari 
knit ted !)rinvs. 

He howisl himself befoo- I 
n<> niore than a tmndle of du ly liaea'i. 

Iwt the pstiduns ladv lie usiuiod by h, i . 
lie said. ^ Idetelier .Nuese-. is n man of rant hr.irt, 
Heryi*s eyes witleui^d, A-v:aaes:Il,y flu* u.u tlu- 
thing sht* Inui expreo-d to hrai boia sui U a siaiiee 
" What do yon raean r she asked, 
lie giovelka.i liidyni hei, hi% head ahae 4 in thr dust 
he has none ba \^a!ei, bnf hr ^yjii 
soon returm And he will he to fte- nue mu., fadv and 
tell iuw that tlie sliatt of tie i aui ee i, iindr li so flyu 
hn cannot take hei bark. !ho n i.i.m 
ihti shaft IS crjn:ked* ind*e d* bm n 1 , 0,4 b' \ misI leh.ur 
Moreover it was t'raeked bv He ■..m at in. master's 
Diudingj while tlu" **ak'ia u*i » at t|a 1 m ** 
lle_ paiiwtl; imi. lU-iU vu-i j.. li.ir, -' -.I,,, wiis 

Ss,, "■ - 

■'Also." luT mfuim.uti {ii...,-. .I-S, " «l„. niari; 

was friglitmid, iwt hy uii n.n.Uin, l.tit hy ^ {ink. It 
was the sahib s will that slir shuuhi i »j, away, And he 

1 lain! at ion, 

owing that for evyry tuUc gji the iinu i mad there 


liiu with 

>1 to be 
! v.iut,” 
last 
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^two tr.tvi*!ied on this. Mem-sahib^ your 

^!ruit h:'i. '• ;uid lie prays you to beware. There , 

M i'U'T i^eryl, ‘‘how do you know all 

- \\iu«t nia!.* "'. von tell me? You canT know 

sh(‘ \v i ^ th-'O’U 'hh’ fri,:.hitt‘ned by this time, and 
]vi and i'ai'-itia- ... wsaa* alike forgotten. Incredible 
was ttt wldrh she had listened, there was 

abuu't'it vi'.i'l;.' it terrifying. 

' .. 1 ihnii raidri UandT said helplessly, as 

rh.inieT rrm.iinrd silent to her questions, 
u'n, j!,; ^,a n-, . ! it could nut be 1 

i-is isad a liiile and, from the depths 
ol ilic rca//ac, shr knew tlia.t piercing eyes surveyed 

h** add, ‘‘your servant knew that 
thP w.ciM icrpS’-ai, .nid lit* came here swiftly by a secret 
V ti> ^vani S^u, Mnhs lu‘ knows that when Fletcher 
trtmn. h- will s|H‘ak lightly of the accident, so 
I ' ig,, ill have u() hnir. ‘ A broken shaft 

gonu nr n.i. .1/ U- >li ■uv. ' My servant has returned 

5" ■» "g' 

till' tiv.' » a ini fi.nu this placet till he comes 
. p.iii m.,.i .'tn. inu-., he will not come bacg 
■rill'll’ i 1 III. i'l'.' " '.i l'.ii'.t.l..i.il at this time of the fair 
d br Ih” w. 'i 1 . 1 -cil I i-n ‘i"!!'-- Moreover, the sates has 
! 11:1 1 .. em! 1, • 'uii not seek one. He will go back 
til Kmi'h'hat with the mare, but he will walk all the 

•viv i! i . '.ilt’ - mill', bum here by the road. He wdl 

■ ,5 . .unhiialh lie will not return till after 

. ,!,!!„ and thru lie Will luiss the road. He 

till „.n n.i'l M. t. iHT ^.eu7. and the gracious lady before 

^''hi'1.'\u bii'-f '"'t trlliui' sentences, the old native 
ri'vvil.d ti. 111.' uhit.' bleed woman before hun the 
d '.i,' .'b'mnni!.!- plot. She IHlenecl to him in a 
Rnmiue .t "mv ul d.-ubt, thmld it lie ? Was it by any 
Lcur. ’pu.'abi.- that bdelelier, d.'sirmg to win igr. 

desiniiiu;; ul U ". ..miitg the hXdcviscd 

between them by any oidinary method, had dcvisca 
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tliis foul scheiiit* ot hf i 

SiH'itly in order to IVifft;* her ttj acrr'yt In 
llnr Inirm'd a,! ihr* 

picinn. ] t liKidn Inn' wiiMlh ' |mi ,,;ri !!i,n i 
her WHS an t'vi.idiHjkiiif.! iaiUVi- ui 


Hi 

a r 

iiif 


the 


eyes of: 


rioihin^q wlial in rr. 

Witli sniiilni iiaptiXf* ahr funed 
full ('nnialruin upnn hint, tia' | ,fi:.! 
inumhling h^nni le au • 

Vcai must In’lp nia/' ah*- aaa-i i,, 
haviMiien* hi) iuiieh. \uniiu;,i tiu a 
I am tii ip’t haali tn Knuda jial.” 

Ih* made a dehiiaUial .4nit% 
l‘ht* wirw .sa/;;k i^mutO t! pail 

siihih retniHs/’ he said. { ? h/ ; 
oni't' nmn% and |. t lum laiaa a i !-« i 
his story, mul jnd;:!' li lei a r. am 
il'n*n lei ihtit lad\ po vn 

of the. fUJie trees uu tlie lul!.’ \\ 1 
discover tlmt ^4^e has hit hi-hn 
tlmt she values iauE as ihr pMl 
the H wust. 1 »i h- 

Idetchm’ sahih stinl! » i-me ha* u f*. 




Hihit* 

HI. HI hi'fijfg 

knew 


a*dj 


< th* 


tU 


‘ * h.|- 

‘"’d 

'Y*'"' '* Vuu 

^ HI int; lu)\v 


' the nujor 
Sm- In' faint 
I ' t hi*r hear 

‘i-heu truly^ 


him mo, I In;. 

‘‘h." iH flii.ia.* let her 

treasiira 

\ |j|,'|,t is 

».h stress, 'and 

... . / * .t '. ” ' Him let her 

7*5 .scream <4 a |a\a and n e op .uid fellow it 
It will lead her !h a sale and ;#|*ej d\ \e.iV' It * Kinitlaidint 
It will he easy foi tite wrm .'..mo* iu ',.e» aUf luanis that 
she hegau to wamim and hoi hm nil at Lot die 

meUyi agetl man who gtii’h'd h* i 
^ ^ es, quite easv. _ >lnmeeaiml Oi d thi, snhtle niccvs- 
tioii, lot the tiisl time in hei hie wt h»<»auije ciatf 'of 
thu exUvnu' risk a{ tJic lui.l. u.ikun: ■.h. h,i . t'.-u .rii.ui'd 

desirh'*^’ * 

While sin* thii:, i-.i- u..i tl,,- Miiuliun 

the snake durinrr vuth n.uai ^tnniiih- uuti 

mowing to ,;alhrf hiiii:M U Ii»r. tint l,.j il. j.,iiiurt‘ 
hhe watdk'a liim. hrlmg th.tt -.h. wmuH u,,d gUHv 
deUmed him hud th.it U-ni '^ImwIv with 

palsied movements, he at li-ngth .u..,. ,uid t.ink up liii 

ludicrous excess of di h-reiKe, .md lo.-dH Inddd.-d away, 
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Thrri' !''li '*• ”P"'’ parched earth, and, with 

si irt (in ui'.i liiT head. She had seated herself 

^'u'n h"' ’* ""1“ ' limpness with every 

^I'lsc'at the •'..lU'ip. ^iie looked up at Fletcher with a 

woiv .1 knotted haiulkerohief on his head to protect 
it {rout the '.uu, .utd in his hat, which he balanced with 
vrint •■Of hi h'llii hand he carrit'd water. 

“ «' I uii el. id to ;;e'- t oll looking better,” he said as he 
r,.'u-lie'd her "1 am .ifv.ud there isn’t much more than 
n ninful left. 1 had to e,, „,.;u-ly half a mile to get it, 
and it b.c. been tunnin;; out steadily all the way 

j ,1- 

lie knelt tiowu brforr* her, rk‘ep concein on his sun- 
hnrat face Kelmt ..uilv, out of sheer gratitude, she 
Sipped her Imndkei, luef in the tepid drain, and bathed 

liiT f.iee and hand . , , ,, u 

“ 1 ;un so ’<111 ( y to ;,pve you all this trouble, she 

mununied. 

Ur sunled with r. II ■ •d brows. 

‘1 think ! onyiit to s.iv that. You will never trust 
vuursidf to me .neiin afie.r this experience.” 

^ she looked .it tiini with a guilty sense, of duplicity, 
h i U' elv see bow you were to blame for it, she 

IF •an ve veil bef for a moment m silence. 1 hen, 

" I hudiv kuo.\ b >w to Im'ak it to you,”_ he said, 
am all. ltd tlie mil tel !•> r.ither more, serious than you 

^'“slle for. ed .1 smile. 'I'liis delicate preparation was 
far mor- diim nit to eiidme than the actual calaimty 

i;,;:;.;' ilhrim. uk.. =. =aid 

"1 know 1 w,i. foolish enough to faint, but it was not 
sti miK-h from flight as from the heat. 

•To behave splemluily.” He retumed, his dark 

.Jsult .....hly ddcUmBVr. " But tU.u « not so 
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much a casi* fur mavr .i-; f>»!' jr U'Oi.oif 
yoti will ucViU’ 1 hr.^.v. 

maruhs tlamayr.l uur nt ih>' ’.l.Of-,. 
didn’t lirrak 1 Inni 

I'uank lu Fanih.td to !i\' and :.;■! a p.o,, 
is vory liulc idniuac td tcu' 
for two m’ tlirf'*"’ Iniur:-* to i'onir/' 

All llic tiiut.'* tluit iiv w.i:. 
lit ' \vs , j 'la r y r s t ’V *. 'S \v« ■ .o. ' u y « , 1 u . | ; 
haoil to Ilia scnui-riy. Mmodc, wnli 
slu* ltd tti nod it , 

Autl nIio datocfai! U'. d L«cl.r, 
cantost ivgnd* tlia mo.i aMirar. 
har walfaro, Foulii it ah !■.• a o 

litu'sthf r Ami yt it v.a,. to t!;- '.raa!!' 
slit‘ had htH'U watuad to r\y.-^ t. 

liut sutvlyA aha v,aid, ..a Li a, 
Vi‘ry far fn.nu Ktimlaahat : " 

** No |4Tcat distajico a-, itir crow ih 
** but a giiucl immy tailrs l.iy i | 

is mdliiug for it but to wait All iIlc :.a 
My only ca>mhart r; lli.cl v»ai wih k, I 
I'cUiuiini; later in the tia\\ 'i liric air 
cm tiu‘ other side of tlic riv- u!;«-o' \ .' 
liad (mly brouitht suueihm : t.» r.o i 
cause* tit bla.tiu* mvo^lf. As it j ,, dko \‘»t 
btt able tc> hold out r 
Sht* smiled at that. 


Denvrrs 

Ole Sided. 

' ‘Url til, 

^“"he loiii 11^ 
'dradiiuy 


" '"'ll t he sltiry 
amah: he so 


■'t* 1 • u |*iairtal. 

ttr'* iCMf Ir-Ci ill 

'“‘tor yin.* fives 
^ tu in 
b-d-HuVe ns 

i ^ .ash Veil will 


Oh, I am mat; starviua vef.” •, 10 -' eoil. wdli niinv 
asstirauce ; *' !mi I ilo uoi the u ,,i afima Mhl 
under the eircuuiMaucr^ } am mo o c.- i imw/' ]li 
m walk hii\k to idualmd. and w.- oo j,;t ■a. of luat 

alon|^ tiu* U)WiU Io,id ftir Ivimd.e h tl, as 1 !» h * fCii lii jfi 

to oviTtake usd' 


Nh)t wit list autliu^V' file o-.olufiMU ’.h^. inlir,r,| Ii»j. 

yuicc, she iiiadi* the iirojsr»s,d %Miiwvihd !‘oaflih‘>.v 
for.she knew.^.- in Itet heat! she km a that d woih 1 ^ 

mstuiitly m*galiveil 

And so it WiiS. ^ IHh face e\j«lr\'.f 4 '4iai|i MijyU'.e fur 

a smmtij clevdopinti into j»joiii|»i lemwh-.naja r 

My tkar Mrs. Denvers, in the, hrai » ^ fioi 
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Fletcher threw hiniv'lf <ln\ui !I|h»!| the groiinj 

We CAin watch ruatl IfHiu In tr/’ 1 },^ ^viruirkei 
** We shotihl see tlu* thc^'rait alecit 4 niiF a\vav.’‘ 
1 'his was true. Fairen. cti-ns, .ici * 1 * link the 
road twisted in anti out hrluw \: ;!)},. fonn that 

<F*vation for a con-. id? table di |;-ryl ioohed 

ovi‘r it in sileru'c. Her li^ art \\.i, in 

Mittocatinj.t thrril?.. uic.h* f,, ■ ejumon her 

lesolutiun, i.onld s!ie rlu ilu, dan ^ ' 1 Knid she? 

On Iht^ ofhtT tiaiui. could 'uhe the ^ di umIuv risk^ 

lliT face htirned luacoly v? t a t:n a » 4,^ *hnu dd, of it* 
lAidively shit hs-i:au fo fiid.\ ife^ inati ds tehed ajjt 
\i|>ou Uu‘ groiual cli*;r in ^ aid .1 ‘‘sM. a. 'ajndm' 
refund went iluongh las, !f oaU if hid li.nu 
Ronald hmihchid tlaae 1 m ad.- y [i.,a um. dv da!fer{vj^t 
wonhl havi* lieon Iwr attilnd'^ ’ hM-F.Ii .md inept: he 

liUf.dit he la* wa*v ■ !»nf* a-. !ic hr. 1-' If laid i »?ui(oilahly 

reinarkish a man intnhi !•• w » - tiua,.d hin^ 

implicitly, every one tn.eai«d Imn., !l ua... iiu|iti,,Mb|e to 
do otlierwiSi*. 

Hat! anjmne aemsed him of Inaui: .1 iMp for her 
she wcmiil have troaPsi Iho %nre^ dioii a-* Um ctm* 
temptihh* mdice. A ‘4t:np a. U « ip d. hor, why 
had he taken htT sti ptompilv at tim UMid ‘ He could 
n<‘ver have serhntsly caiiai foi le r, t h » 4 ?i!»hc li was not 
in him to care. 

“ You are not eomhafahlc ? said {d> l» fi. r. 

She started at the soiiiul of In. \Mn., and ^yith 
desperate imptik* Iruik ioiion h« foie hoi ?aaii,iije cfmhl 
fail her. ' ‘ 

"Major Fletcher. 1 haw loM th.^ IkiusF voii i^cive 
me. It slipped oil down Hy ihaf hu: wl^vu I'ms 

feeding ill. And I mma have hfi n ili.uir H!if»ii!d vou 
wry much mind ftdehing tl far me 
She felt her faee grow rrini.Htni as shr iiia«h' tie* reiiuost, 
ami she conid not lank at hini, ktum-nm to.i wvdl wlial 
-^le would think of her roiifie*ii»ii Hhr p it, indivil, a 
if she could never look him in the fat e ajpiim 
Fletcher sat cjuite still for 4 h w set Mints. Thu, 
"But ifs of no c0iiMfC|iieiri% ih iI r* ^atd. 

’^il! fetch it for you, of eoiirM% if y*«i like, hut I cmild 
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„ive ywi 't- And in any case we can 

tod A ' "iiii'S with the dog-cart.” 

jie v\M> I'l-lu'-taiii to Iravo her. She saw it instantly, 
3]id tii'dl'''' 'i' With a great effort she 

made hi’r imal .iii.-mie, 

" I’lcav-r,'' :.li> wit.h downcast eyes, “ I want it 

''Tie w.i • on In ' lo' l, at: once, looking down at her. “ I 
willf''i''ii ti ’-‘•I'.lt loo groat. ".I pleasure,” he said. 

And, not wai:;iig tor her thanks, he turned and 
lf«{i hof. 


VTI 


For iiiaiiv .0. after his departure Beryl sat quite 
rlL'id, uat.huie, 1,1'. tall lupire pass swiftly downwards 
thnnu'h the to'' •. >he d.id not stir till he had reached 
till' ni.'td, til- n. 'Ait h a .ndd' U deep breath, she rose. 

.\t tie'' .••one in ■lant tluTc sounded behind her, high 
upllflnll .III' - .uuung the pine Ifucs, the piercing scream 

"^uTtaitl- d hot . f..r 'die h;nl nut been listening for it. 
■Vll her tlioii lit . ii.nl 1 " eii concentrated upon the man 
irlow h. r. I'n;*. ! ill • ili.-taut cry bronglit her back, and 

slut plv oho I nr.;, a. • ■ , 4 . qk„ 

■Vt'aitt t .Huo the orv, uuinustcal, msistent. She 
jjh'iit'vd nmvou .i'c .uo-.md. but met only the bright eyes 

of a stiutno! ou .1 bt linii above her. ^ ■ 

Vi'aiii It i.iite. ;o)o.t,mtlv this tunc, almost im- 

WTioudv. Ii ”• >'»'A 

ime for md. . . lou. >!„• fell as thongli some mysterious 
newer we.e dtawa.:; her, and. gathering her strength, 
she beean imp'-ino»i4v lo mount the hill that stretchec, 
l„',. ,«,» ».« .US far » sa 

Wild MO, It W.r. ..Itpix-ry with pmo needles, and slu 
stumbled a good ih-.d. but she faltered no longer in ho. 
>li«' li4«l tU4u* with 

^ hhe Itad * Ittubed some tUstance Indore she 

the gunliiig sigtod. It sounded away to her light, ant 
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she turned aside ni au<‘e tt) fuHuw it. In tliat instant, 
glancing downwards tlirttueh ih’^ l*ni n 'aia'.^.ht stems 
she saw Fletcli^u’ far Ivrlnw. g.ist, rntan.i^ ;li.‘ wuod! 
Her Insirt lea,pt wildly at ih'* aent, >li • alaiM.t slapped 
in her ngiiatiou, lint Hr* de* Mninnt h,;/i caW stimidcd 
yet tigain, hinder and more nunn llin t than h-dniv, and 
she turned as a netnile in a nn .1 and !• 'llu-.vfd, 

I'he gruwtli of pin*' tier. Inn ,nn«* d^ n**' r a. slu^ pro- 
cec!(iial. It sev’-meil to d -iii' a r in ewaJluw Imr, 
lint only once a,viiu tin! fea' h h'm and tiiat was 
when slie h sird Midi r * vm i-in c vy inr away bnt 
uinuidakaUhn ealliiig in Ina' In' iaie’a.\ 

With inhnite jvlai'. 'iiil *n i u . * n guide, 

at last she began to d' 'SC- ud. di i •nid*4'ip tlsharply 
downwards, and t tas pirn: niein !i 'U!i beg m lu nuke 
hi‘r ]>rogress dniicuh. Ftw po .»'d on. Inawcer, and at 
kngth* lusning the tinkb m| Hii.niug \nner, realml 
that she wa^* approadiing on^* * 4 ,' .tinw f*'d iiiouniain 
streams that went to -aw li tin- .a , d vwtt-n , that Unwed 
by thi* temple o{ hai alia I. 

Sht^ ]dtmgetl dowiiwaid^ r,t f‘er she was hot 

and thirsty, coming out at lad upon t!r himk of a 
streaui I'hat gttrgled ovi-r sUau'^ I*, inn-u git',ii ntasHes 

of uiulergrowiln 

Will the mem nakih ihagn to d;mk ? ** a defertniiia! 
voice asktai !K*hind iiiun 

She lookeil rouml sharply to M-r tie* old snake- 
charmer, Umt iiisirly double willi a:,!»' and linmiiiiy, 
meekly idlering her a smalh bra.* ♦lunkiug vr*-^vl 
ilis offer surjuised her. knowing fh- HiiiiIii'h lumror 
of a strangers pollulmg londn bn! ‘rh*^ aeM'pled it 
without qnestiim. hltiopmg, %||*' sutoprd up a cupful 
of tliO clean watin' atid diaiik. 

Tlie draught was cold as lee and ndirslird her 
marvellously* She thanked lutn {oi ii with a snule, 

** And tmw ? *’ she sauk 

He iKiwed prohmtully. and laktin: th^* * np he wadied 
very carefully in tlw slreaim I hen, depo eiiliiigly 
bespoke. 

** Mm*$ahibt it is here tliiil we rross I he waotd* 

She looked at ll« lusliitig sircaiii with drutiay. It 
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n^t ^aw at once that it was 

' ;i i>M:> that the swirling water in 

■ Iii'ii. '!. i'th, 

« [)o V‘'ii t:i' .;:i i nni >1 v/ade ? ’’ she asked. 

Hr a ‘ :ii! an-, -yslure. 

“'I'll. 1-, ,11. -liii I v.nv, must gracious," 

1 1 ,i 1 h:m 1 il.'nlily, 

'' Auudim UMV ; 


Ayiin ii 
“ If til-' 
“ Tmt 
Vtm ‘E*. 
“ m 
fust t me- 
an ns. i 
haw m-t 

but it i''» 
servant 


liim. If. 

V. ill sf» far trust her servant." 
r,v r ” nli'* a.skiMl, soiuewlKit breatlilessly. 
in v*'U c.ui’t mmiti"- ” 


t i m * 


!lm 
m »t 


' In- :.:mi gntrtly, “ it will not be the 
I, imvu liuniu one of your race in ray 
-v--ni nlti lo yoti, Miost gracious, but I 
'■i:.‘uiir uf ma.u!iOO(L dlie water is swift 
ilrr'p. Let tlie mcm-sahib watch her 
oh Lie smile* basket, and she will see 
for tha le* s'l-.ik;* the initlu lie willyreturn 

for the f?;‘ ‘ m; ecco'L vmth her |■H*rmissio!l, and will bear 
hef in s.!t*’tv t'» tiie far flier bank, whence it is but an 
|uiirie'\* oil |*<uf lo Landaghat, 

I'hrie w.m .1 <‘'a ain’t tiiinii alamt all this which was 
iii)t lea u|‘<ei it- I s 1. 1 i‘* ^^‘as hori'ilvly ugly, slie thought 

t(ihe{'/ li ' v.iih tlm? 1ml **‘ 0 -. red stnea,r at:ross his dusky 
;* 1)01 ::i cere* ‘C. tin > *ate felt uo fear. Unprfeposses- 
sin:t in- let ,Lt . L‘d he voi'i in no st*use forniklable.^ * 

Vi she a MU I f ur* fckeiiig Lira iut stooped and, lifting 
1,1 .my ! valii his sandalled feet into the 

*'l . tun t n.atmeht imiled unhm'ded upon 

v/.C' t V. its h ;u u .tinof' ht-> knet‘S as he proceeded. 

Re e lam* file tuila'r hank, he deposited lus burden 
.. J,i at Hte tmuud haek. Lervl was waiting for him 
I'Vr veiir n-mea m,knuwn even herself, she had 

iiuif* lui Imi rimid tu nnst this old man. 

” If the liC' a ;i n*n*» will deign to n.^sl her ann upon 
mv should^;' In- •aigeyded, in his meek quaver. 

And withoiii Ifiithei dennir slnMtcmqniea, 

'lit,- luMia.'u! Ur hftnl Wt she kw‘W that lus strength 
W.ks fullv -uiul in th.- v.nituru. lUs anus wre like 
tel Sinia;;., Hr «iuutril :i UUle to lumsrlf as he 
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bon* her acnss, hni [..ilterod till 

1h; set. lun:' npnii flu* i.n:ink. 

‘‘ :■ ;: ^ b, 

h(.‘ 0 } ' rvet I 1 1 ICM i . ■ ' > h ' * 1 1 - . . ! • : i : ! : < : • • i t o uq’*' 

■'Olilv lliiv.- riiil.-;. ;u • ' .. 

in , 

'• (Inlv tlir.v JUll-:.. . u i ■ : ^ ' I'.,;' jifjj 

tilin' ;i liiiit (>f V. ’ ! v, ;!■, i iiii.ility in 

Lis nvily v.iiri-, " ii; ■ ; > is. is .[ 

by Si. way that kisaw.'’ 

'I’wrvt was-. Laiiv .s-M.-' .! ai sL ■ i,,ni 

lii'ii.'Vi'ii luTSi-'l! !> ■ aa'.s.'a i,;*]."'. 

, I • t ...>.■ ‘■''-bd.n 

I0 wotHiof 11 le !' lie:. 'I i\ i; ' ; v,*.: - . in; ,{»[((■ jk. 
few ru|H;*rs silt’ ii.sl 1 - n ' ' . : • : v. In: bw tuiilis* 
Sinee !.li,e heel jLiUrti ueb !■. , ■ i. O'liri'k’d 

tiiat sht* liati nHlhise: ris ■ n' .’I'.v, 

TEe wav now I.U' iij.dnb. ao'.! ,b;. le. 1 , oenuih Himii 

Ceased, liiey e;une i..s.uJ: ,».! la, I ll :■ : a taiaani'; |)iue 

trc.*eH U|M'm tlie ete;''a Lit tie* n -a .if.b a -a* a ron. 

siblta^ilile diala.rter be-iy'jvv', fl'a\; - a ^ ; •! be* i o.id 

whie.it sin* Ii.m. 1 tva.vt..a 1*^.1 ut!b 1 i 1 ' ■ *' * 3, nuiin*.''. 

W'liitr ars! idanuit it ie ; '■ •/, * *bl al'last 

a grove, t»( laaiigo v.! : 'a .b 3- ,m 1 lu Ih- 

less than a mile from Kutsbeba,..! , *.a ^ -u. n 

it front \ ieua 

*’ T’lu* vu:i}:-s,ih.b will ari ■! L-; nitnv/’ 

said Iter guaha ganana eh .bdv !'■ b' , b ; abtl-shc 


studied tlie landreape at hr: li-rt vwv !a, n-ad th:it 
wound through the vallev, 

Site out he’' {MUn- d^uYb V, .e;. ! ie ’ u •* o .lUetUs 

into hi‘r hauit. He h.id hei v * I , * ueid, hut 

she kru'W slw had hut httle in * . : ;a. jab^ . . h* \\urM 
acecnnpany her all the way Kfi: u, h,u ‘ b -stiijiiiiHl 
to count llie niunev hcfoie de fu;e.. ,.i V:a.m n;yn . .yill 
ci|;ht annas. It tlid not se* U4 a i‘, ..b |;si.e n waid 
fur the service he laul rendeirb. h’ : 

Witli this thuugld. in hei laiau •4e- ;.-^bb» luiued. 

**This is all 1 have wtt!i me "* -e, b e ta ti,^ u\\ 
and'broke olt with the woid% Imll uin 3 . b* 

Site mm addressiiig nitiuy an ! 1 he HiAd.e ih.iriiier 

had vanished* 
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cv., stooil Stalin:; til.mklv. She had not been aware 
, V , • 1 1 s n 1 . it w as as if the earth had suddenly 
ml'Mlnailv .".ii"''! n,!til swallowed him while her back 

'■["" 1 ,';^!,^ ,i j.iui hnient she moved this way and 
tt 1 ' seaivhiii ', f'>i' him .im.mg the trees that seemed to 
'• too sM.ii !. lv n> aiii-nl a screen. But she searched 
p”"- . I, ,,i rlran 'Snic, and had taken his repulsive 


inv.un. immn,, 

^Ijbvimr'lv! tin 11, le- had not done this thing for the 

,'i mr a .inc ,'. began to possess her, and she 
sfu'led at la ■! ni“'ii Imi downward way, feeling as if 

. ,(j|. I , ,, I i,{ thf return journey, the heat 
t'l-nhi-'. ' hr a . uitrusely weary, and beginning to 
it ' oil' \ I .1 1 ui n in tin* road she paused a moment, 
f'l.iii" b u 1 - t! I he I'incclad hill from which she had 
‘ 1. '.iir .iid so. distinct, though far away 

Uiind lir',' thnr sloatrd through the midday silence the 
S",., hr .. rr U „m,«W to ho, bow.ldcod 
insi's like a ttr.u krd. discordant laugh. 


On the !t.U..win:; aflenioon Major Fletcher 

no. a.lnunr.l, Beryl was reee.vmg no >n d ^ 

'"ui'!i' 'lh,’,l'.'hou.'»ll.d to Horyl's sui'l™’' 

j,ivralui.'. '.o Ih.d (nllv (“'“j J ’m n,,.,. Ellis 

II w,>, S'"“ r m"“il.B w,» tm- 
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lu*r rlirt’ks, shr hrsln\vr 4 liifu hrr bo\v 

His <i 'U** :2 1:1 ■:< v. 1 , ^vitllouj 

eli'runtrr>', avA Ij:* nn \:\4 t * k to her 

" MmA'i' v.u U.i; .r " ,!:,kr<l Nina 

as tlioy roiit-* mo ’ 

*M/H' rnurr.f' lo*!/' Ik-ru .0 .'Aror-d, witli. hint of 
iin|>af iriiv 0. 

Euf sitr kamv if tk;.* "Amk-ki In ayiM-tr ut her 

east* stir mi 5 ;a 0^-1 kn inn -i,- o ;* .4 V.ay dmifltHi 

rohuiaaro Im t./r.,'.' hm' f:;-/-: i:Au h, : » 
ri‘^;aiil tt» {In- H-mk-i-i m. : . , i ! :• vn titn, h whai 

slu^ wuadorni !oa:-»»'a ii 'kir- v. ■: - .'kO' m-j *■ in 

rtnuhauiiiiu^ Maj^r Ik k : . n.:, r. ttf rh|_» 

fvhhiua:^ aftainst liiao P.:,,! k.- , n, i;af‘nfi,,n 

giviinu' him at^ upy-atmk’v !h \r.. i (O k/ ,: nlf 
Cimiti {u>..iiltly UVuid dniu,: %*'. 

In tliih, li<.»wovrr, 1 isA.mo. '2^.0* pinOn'-tl irut stronir 
father, 1 hrv wrie !'«niiu'! t' « a , • . ; n: iatrr, and 

Isite anlaiiird that wlitii fla. ko-'k. 1 n^. , ;n 'dt,. ^honild 
be liKii'i’ or h-^ss At lii-mo* o m 

The imiiihum wa*. asi aiau: ik '.no, i::a ^ a tea*'!*, litiiug 
a iveeptiun at the yaia^v n{ p-. o ,m, ;■■ e who tlwtl 
at EkirahatT It lUMuaHtd t** hr a feea uf wijteme 
inaittUlU’eniT. : it U,e*„ m tet, t!:;' ». ko! rv*1it of the 
SiMSoiy the At... - It a a: r •■ e f^. n| Kuudaghat 
attiiah it it it} h^o * , 

h*.ery! weal with th.e i eaon/ . .-t, t .it ! la-* wife, Imt 
in the eiuwd of aoja at f a,t* >“♦ f!, o mo^a.kiMl l^r 
alan^st from the ot It t ahw.iI k? ti Njnedilv 

drifted away from tleti. ^ <t« oaf-., at-e;; ^ f Lmneci 
her atleothm. ami ahuH .f into, m ,>* 0 Tt- fomicl 
lierMlf mtoati}* m,aiOnle«l iho -o h *k \ia. 

Shi* was keeiilv a*^| to ?.%■ io,.,; .; * III' ahiiiii 

her. ITadiifs.a i^au-ls atd at * a ... . ni.yh* a 
l^iit t(*i m|,^ tea' h'datah ttiir<i''a.dt "^Hea, .* '.le »«■! *\etl a*A eng 
beneath a N|*eh, I he oti -t n| lo- ! * i ‘a .is wvty* 
wherein it tilletl the attUM-ideo' a» *eo‘!i a ln4\y fnifj* 
raiiCit 

Shf liiu! witlt.Jiawn ,i hul.- i!.' '.‘.u .v.: .4 |*iiist 5 , 
and was hlasiiliiiji filifihltv .ijutt. w u. i;<i|gri(D 5 

spectacle in the splmdirlly ItKht.a h.tii, vO»n a tall 
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jure, dref>se<l in rrKimentals, came quietly up and .''tood 

"\VUli' a she recognised Fletcher. He bent 

nvards her iuslajitly, and spoke. 

“I (ni'.t tliat von lurve now quite recovered trom 

our fail:', in-. Mis. Denvers.” _ 

She .-onlrnlled her Hush before it had time to over- 

^‘’'(I'uile ’ tliank von,” she replied, speaking stiffly 
lecause site '•ouhi not at the moment bring herself to 

Jl,. vinod be-ad.' her for a space m silence, and she 
vmidered ",,e.,ilv uh.d was passing in his mind. 

.\t leii 'th '■ Mav 1 take you to have some supper ? 


,U«iV I * 'X I 

or wntikl yuu care to go outside? Ine 
;n't* wmih a visit. ^ 

he-.ii.iled moinentarilv. To have supper with 
u,n in-a.nt a podunged tcU AAeU, whereas merely to go 

f.'W ininuti's among a host of people could 

Vier in anv serious embarrassment. She 
him at anv mom.-ut if slie desired. She was 
j,, ...me of hi-r anpiaintances. Moreover, to 

^,.,.,11 to a'-oid liuii W.add make him think she was afraid 
„ ,m-l h. r p.i-ie would not pe-rmit tins possibility, 

“V , i; fm a little, then,” she said. 

p.., an... and tl.e next moment was 

1, dine be. tln-.m,!. .. hm.:.'., thickly-carpeted papage to 

a'lligb’t of m.nlle stejis tlia.t- led dowiuv.irds into the 
'’■‘l‘r"d?rnot'-u.e..l. at all: a..d she. without glancing 

: "■Vg; 



'esil ili.it: would lead them away from the 


:i ski'd. 


imtsidi* fill' 
[U)t iuviilv 
cotilil 

suit' t‘» 


k‘‘U*'d 
rhiiv a an 
cn m'd. 
i Uuui’U 


n.n.ddv they dr-.cen.ied the steps, Flcteher un- 
U,.,it,niu,dv d. awine. her ^ S 

kd ni.uk no sounil It like a - 
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Here aiui therf* were imolm nee: ;’e!. ,, nf 
sluiticnv. Tiu-Miiih h!;.* h[ tie,- a 

Fhirher led iier, eiiiee'in;^ n1 1 . t;: ie-e, n e.niKl.afiji 

fa»rvl;uid where all w.e. hiee a e; h.eea, svlu^e 

COUidless tinv e.lelM s e! Ii'ht h,'. '> T '’ehires iipo^j 

eveiy shnd) atei th't , a:ri a ‘T I'-i- i '-enee.ia lose La 
fell tiiikliiei in a, ‘dieilMW hee-!ii * 1 ; lie .4of|r. 

A Hiiiall arhMar, .letna-ii ■ ' ’e;,^ n foiuplf.^ 

stoed t)esiilt- tli'- i<e>;4.uie e.^i':id<d its 

ni.irlde r4e|w a., s!rni;e ••IT .e ,a hh-a-l ill like a 

lla/.t* e>'f ieeiii ueiet i I-: n. !'•.••! . . 

I'liere \va.s ra» k/ltt wreaa lie' ;e'!!,'i{;r. m,.! 
tlll’ishehl iie-4 iiie! ivrlv e!ie sf.ee il •/.; 1 ie \MVere 

Us mueli alnu?' US it sail-. ■ . i .a t; ’■‘•I'ui'a.ted 
thciH fmiii the l‘;Tenr,'! t e ‘T/'-: - ■;? ?! • ; , 

I list a nil V h'leteher sisdae. 

“‘(ie ill, weni’l yreu r It e-- '■* ; '* There is 

pruFahly a euueh with nt' , 

llui'e was, and ele:* sat d-'e. ‘ ue: set knv 

ill diHvny luxuriuner that dr * - * e ..tuie, not 

far fren lithe flett't IS Ivui. hfriLiee i he nuirble 

laUii'eWiMk ifito the Mne lU’e't-'hf, a . ■ lUrwIiat 

reassured, dhteieh tlu* h. fisre * ui:.-.. a: . fie' stars, 
it was uot nstlhe datL, eet h” Ira-d. ‘...iiri, 
idetrher seaJMi tiinve li th.- i a* step, a!me»st 

taiwhini’ her. {!»* sm-is' it, i e iatfi t p . e. 

The tililv seuud that hrahe tire old'! . . v . . tie* hahhle 
of the fumitaiit, atid fien* I u uw,i\ fh'‘ ' Jhd afaiusefa 
baud of stiitufed* laUntue ute 
Sluwlv at leU‘ 4 lh le* fU?Ie 1 hl'» leeid, fs /, .ts di:.i Slklice 
was heruinintt tuM uppir , e: to I- 

*VMrs. UeUVi'Is/’ lie* o.ud, lei, Vei >' *,*{»; deh!>entti* 
and even, ! want tu knew wh it h.e; . ' • i th a lueai 
Farahad ta make y<*u de* ide ih.it 1 u.- . lau a .4 faeit 
for you/* 

It liafleomrefheu. He uewni f*» hav^ a f* . 1 oiuiywilll 
her, A sluirp linitk' of diauav %^eu! I'nM's h,a .i.dir 
realised il. Slieinadeai|iu* k roaui - i , hi. .sKpiiieii. 

“I wandereib ami hist mv wav/' dii.- uT “Am! 
then I met an old iuiUvit wtu* slunwH m ^ oiiMfi cut 
I ought, {whajiiyio have wiifieii and i xiTiiiiial/* 
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xv;i- not all that happened/* Fletcher re- 
ouih'd ip avrly. “ « >f course, you can refuse to tell 
lu'cv. f a.in absolutely at your mercy. But 
fb) tliiiik yoo ^vill reluse. It isn't treating me _ 
r'.ii I v. i - lE me in the dark ? '* 

saw at 01a that to ieiice with him further was 
iIj,. ,111. 'Jam. t Hiite plainly he meant to bring 
Ihh*!!. r.ut shi' hit painfully unequal to the 
K a h, law. >lu‘ was ccmscious of an almost 

1)10* <0 O . 

■livsiaal --a."'’ an Hiking. 

^ jlj, n .is ht‘ \va.it<*d, she nerved herself at 

lone I h t ‘ a n . i s >1 

*'’\\ h it m. iio- \'ou tliink that something happened ? 

|j j , ubv iou s is it not ? " he returned quietly. 

ur v- s v . a alv think otherwise. If you will 

'tlliiW mo to 'V.t'c ’S), vour di'viet* was not quite subtle 
'.nnu."h to rci . ► mn ior, h.ven had you dropped that 
IvmeE inadwritmco wiiich yon did not— you 

wmiid not, in th,* mdinary <a>nrse of things, have sent 
.me oH 1)0' J, inc.vio to rn.imvm* itw ^ 

** Ko ' sio' « I ut *'it ionoi I , witli a fiiint at tempt to laugh. 

Xo * le* f* |‘»ni<'d, and lliis lime she heaid a note of 
nnerr di'.-ri mid ummstakabim in Ids voicm 
“t : ,u. u- h.. .. !i t,.. 0 ,T as it rr,u-h.-d her. It was 
p,. a s, Hw: tlmm mid imniuctivoly she knew that she 

would lift'd, hm ’imngth. ^ ^ ^ 

I* u^,|l ” . y. im.iUsy amwtuig an a,ssurance she 

t n- o..m f* > hn *' " I lnivt‘ no objection to your 

t 'i. . v : 1 v.... i....-.' ust,..i. i.. ^ct, 

ra;:,,!. ... ...-.i i. ».™iy f.” «>“' y™ 

I,;':;,'. .nu. » ui,,. ot iro„y 

r.iii .!i 1. .li.ii.'.lU It. .....I 

iiiilf it lii;u, l-H' he was dtisely wiitchmg her. 

j,,. a a hnle as he iteiynved tins. 

"I'l.ie dMii '1 i*e a.dtati'd. lie said. I do not tor 
a mnio. id qi'K that vom’ reason £or what yon did 

a ikie, 1 iuii only asking y<«i to hdl me what 

■■'r /aow,- shi- aiiswena " 14ut it will make you 
angi V, ami that tswhy 1 hesitate.” 
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He leaned towards her 

" Can it niatler !u yen whrther I atii angry or 
not ? ’* 

She sliivered a little. 

I nevt'r et!n...‘iid aaveeie if I rdii In' -It 5 if. | think it 
is a mistake, lltnyever, \f‘;i Itev ek..-! i it. 
hap|)ein‘d was this. It ue. ah st \-*;i ! i: {,) 

sonn,' water. An tsld man, a naf*. vr*. « .inn- and spoke to 
me. Pe!!i;i|'". I w;is foiilish !«« Ina.i n. hnt I eMakl -.narrelu 
have dene ttCaerwism An-l li-* t.hi i;n- tnld me 

tliut the a.ee.itlrnt tn.t the d-»'!.rr w i. , me imi 
She paused, searelunp he' a a* 

“ Ciemiine.'’ sm\as‘sted fC> tCe.'-: \ri\ tpuiflv. 

She aereptoil the word. lie- t.n,' -a i >11 v,,ii inakiiF 
hfa‘ very rierasms. 

Yes, ffeimiuin He tell \i !::■ *.**:' ■ had 

craeketl the sletft lia , i, *haf 'fltrse ue pus- 

sil)iUtv of ifettmif it n-pan. , e I : h'*.}.*. r,,e h.*- wnnld 
have tu return tn Run i r h. t a* i n ^ le ^ a, pmhalily 
would iinR ci.nue hath ke fU ihiiiir flu* itifluwing 
mnruiuip*' 

Haltiuejv, tsvllni- !>reni!!:.!e;n!v, fls" •a>sre‘ e.eiie fruni 
her lips. It sounded imsiane,,* a., a,.- let- .■ .1 ii. She 
cnukl imt; look at id.-i* ii bu' -k* ■ h.a‘v !.,>f Itt* was 


aipgry ; sonjmhine in tie- .mh . . < hr, 


tudt^ tadd lier tliis. 

Cieav’ ,ifoon/' he ,ii !, ;t,, -.In' pan vs!, \ an iiacler- 
tunk to tel! me the wh^h- ftmli, r-nvon Y 

With dihUntlly sia* rosuiiiiaed, 

‘‘ He told m«‘ that the mme v..i . im.n'i!* n d b'., a Irkk, 
that you etmst* th*^ hill toad l^y et.- it ami 

diliicult. lie told me »*xat ilv vh(;,e '-mu rh i . ,<■ wimn 
you came baeln And ami’ v*‘ i '.m i o '' 

'' And that iteiided you fo p-Iav a We up r., nn* ami 
escape?’* cpuntioiied EhuHirr, " u ib Mtg- 

gestbu, I prestmiv f 

llis words fr*l! with eohl [ir-siaon , ih'O, '.fuindet! as 
if they eanm llirouefi Inn i^s-ti} 

She assented almost inaadddy, tie ma P- hm fed 
contemplihkn 

And uflerwartb ? .lie asknl trkmf le ndy. 
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qiie ni rnuri ; tlu'^re was that in his manner 

tint fn ' 

!i.' ‘v.iv*:* n. signal— it was the cry of a 
> t » A I id hi' It'd nie over the hill to a 

hv. w vd^ fvr me. We crossed it together, 
,u aitrr le‘ peiuieil o\it the valley-road 


A\d.-':-A 

jay ; 

Stiva,tii V. i 

ami v>. me 
bdew 

“ N** ; 

'• W li.it 


;. d. It::.; r tinnanded Fletcher swiftly. 
u,i , |»o to do so, but he dis- 


ht' Id 


, ** 


\v- 'i' i i 

M ^ Ills time was peremptory. 

«. I lUH i‘ < i ln»!nel to trll Viui that,*' she said in a 

«* I II t (, » iiiStw it," hi* ret^pended tirnily. 

.i’msirid dii* g.ive in. The man was 
pnilKihiv' iet 4w.i,y i'V tins tins’, ^lie knew that the ^ 

fair w.i^ '>v< i . 

1 1 u!e! 'aciliealiarmer. 

Th*-' rn.iO ''-iw at iMiahad r" 

-I jr .;.'^'d tie’ inh>rma.tiun in silmice, and 

ccwnl dna ‘^-d aw.iv while he digested it. 

p, ■ .11 to wondei if hr meant to say anything 
{tirilirr/ahoH .! ea' f 11; t !nm U> get up and stalk away, 

vtuv uue x|' 'H:*r, t i’dly and veiy i|uictly, 

'“'■■u'm'u! ! f i. .■■■’* *!■•' f‘"‘ “>'■ to protest my 

inur*. " 

wp, ,i|.i a 1 :.' V. !; 'W' iManaverhnn. 
il,* t.i.i, . . 4. ■! ttC'i. .‘O .'Iv ;i p;uss.‘ ; 

.. j ’ . , 'i .i sr.v .milt ii.is b-en biktm for 

mt.o.i'r b .1 1 iitri'T'- on my pnrt 

f'.i... , . ' i !»■ Ml mut-h wast.'d cllurt. Tt 

*,.* 1 e r, vtaj fu- tia.as setilenc.v*. 

a',’ I 5 .. i t.- I n >1 till' first tiuu‘, startled out of 

.li.Jn.. V. 111.... Ml Ite.ilment of the matter was 

^ S' I ' ii- ifi ‘tliv Vi hrnt**nt piotestatious. 

Twd abu’.’.t'.i.'llu.ili^li hearnkwiwledt-od the ollence 
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aiul swi;{')t: it asidi? with same hiiMl h as nu art^onnt. 
Yi't it WHS irHaaaiildr*, this vii-w uf tht* Hiore 

must hi‘ stuue eKpIanatiiUi. \U^ w^mUl ijr\is 

insult her 1 hus, 

liU|)ulsivd\‘ shu in;ui.iiia In^saui:;'! ua.':i! lurablc, 
lit* stoDti u{> iiista.nt.lv, arui tlvv i.u t-d aijuilu-i- Jji 
tli(‘ wi‘inl hlut‘ 

'* 1 think i h.LVa nusinv-bs'- J* *, »d \-.ri*” 
brt*at hirsaly, and tia-rv i-lnppfd (a,i,.'a 1‘S‘ * 
snuu’thiii;; in hi-* faw arrsatnl lu r. 

lln‘ Wiinis u|iuu lip;., fhf v h.ai: with 

a swift, itislinafi\n .naATuii'tit. In mis* ikt-.hiu.^' scrutiil 
nf ravnlaUiUi tuuiii'^takafhv skr- ki;' w flint ,lir had hniic 
hini no inju:'>{iv<s ihi' h;ui im t hi >, .md hail ;,uiih 
clisinayiHl haturr thv iirris^ pa..aMn diji iai<l lianirii havk 
Ut luT. 

In tliv pa.nsv iltat {o|hnvi..a,i .sltv titsitd. liar n\vn 
beats, quiak ajal hard, hki^ Itit* l!\ iu t trrt tit .i hunted 
anitual. I'linu for sin* %va,:'i ,i vo..*n'utii, ,iiid iusliact 
gtiitUnd liar sha eovaft'd U|J h^.a' sral!4a^l| fa.ir, and faced 
luiu with stately ia>ma;.:a. 

** Ltd tis bank/' slia w/ud, 

** Ytau havtj notliini; to sav to mr In* j h« iL 
ShcsluH^k Inn* hea,d .in sihuica. and nniii* a * il to d''jniit, 
But hi* Htuoil lH‘fi>re her, haunnun; In i un I la did 
not appear \o notice her ni-'duia. 

*VBut I luive soruefhin.s b^ -.av to \nnl'* In* add,. 
Ami in Ids vrntnn lor all its quu-un . was a !n4a tliat: 
made her tremlde. ’* snua-tluiin fit vdii U I t taim it as 
my right that you sluadd listain'* 

*She faceil liiin prumlly, thunaji slta ua, . white to the 
lips. 

I thought you had refusn! to pir.ad \ our inim* rnce,*^ 
sire sail!. 

I have/* he returned. I dan I hi! \'»'f 

Then I will not hear anullvr Wiinl/* she l*iol;e in 
** Let me pass I 

She was splemlut as she stood tluie i rudioutiiii* hiui, 
gerhaps more splemlkl than she had a\n i beau before. 

Irad reached the ripe heaiily yf loi' wonnudiood. 
he would never im mum inagriiut'eiil than slir Wiis 
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gliHjiu, mid it was aial ».lt \ih.!i. h*' ai.il in itscruelty, 
Thn othrr '-flit* otli^'r >lu' and 

stared again ■■■ tia *^t\ir\ wnul all pt ‘ “d ii!n v of dimbt, 
was the';uii:ion! ^aiala^ rliarairr m! inualu 1, 

Yot it was lie wiai nii’.^-d -.nid nu iu exrdlniit 

English ' With a tlnm* v tlut ts'ni' hat h.u ;]Kh Hp^ 
CiHild [Hissihlv liave ai'iu*a'ri.h And. tin* naiuii f«ir his 
eloqniaire was hm! far to ■,rA.. ioa' Jn* was hdug 
tlirashrd, thiedird ',,ri*‘iif rsatllv, ni>:^d, -./iv, a.iul aln 
solntely thoiMti :!i:v -hv tin* uian wU^tui In* had dared 
to thwaal. 

Ili‘ wa^'^* diapi’d as fn'har iri Ins hai,; naii;**' a.ariui'iit'- 
and this, ttioiigji it loin',: iu ia-tta hs,:i5p^'0sl his nitive- 
mouts, and mu 2 !ia\i \*lu‘ i Ant ,d a la pdr,o dis- 
advantage vvvn hail he n»d hisui « Miu|is: trh; oiifmaiched 

in the tirsi jdaiss 

Standing oti tie* sfr|iH nho^s ?!i -nt, ihiU intik in the 
wludt‘ situation, and lu a n* h- : *1 is* {As,- wasa 

thing id the pad, ,\uia,;.»'d* t. ' ird’ilvai ,, l«avilik*red 
as shi* was, tin* unvul les-d tni 4* liou f!, ar nil qiiehtbie 
ing fmin her tmud. lie tv *aat ir.u ini ihaP With 
a cry, she sprang downa 4 nh«. 

Anti in that iieu ml Id* i» le'r th''livi:i.'rd a stnadiing' 
blow with tl'te whuh: mI 1ii‘4 streiintii, /md sirm;k his 
oppoiumt di.nvii.. 

lie fell witli a tluel, stnkmd' hio to' 1 i .eMiiisI the 
marble ui the founiaiin and P* i'*. hf* did net 

rise again. He sunply lay a., le* had pdd* u, wiili aims 
flung wide and fare upluiiiid. neaneil inaniiiiahwis 

a thing of stone. 

In an agony dn* tliopprd t;p.ai lea hn* <'4 In ad»‘ him. 

Ycm bruie I sle^ un-d to t’hPiei, idp you 

brute ! 

She heard him laugh in atra^ri, a lour and cfiitl 
laugh, but she paid no {iiillni' ie*^ d !«» him, site wm 
trying tu raise the f.illm main datdnna ilir ! 4 oml ttwt 
ran from a cut cm his lenipha liluiiit hr. !e-ad to lie in 
the hallow of her inin, Her tiittrdulnv had wliiiy 
passed. She knew him now |mwoii 4 all jpe'siiofL !k 
would never nmimgit la d^'irivr hri agam. 

Y*S}>eak to .mo! liti, iki s|«Mk la iiieH* 
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entrcatfil. “ Kdiialil, open your eyes 1 Please open 

stuuiiiHl," It was Fletcher’s voice above 
, '• liiin iihiiua Ik will soon come to his 

srtiscs. M rw s him riglU for acting the clown in this 

u). sh.uplv at that and a perfect tempest 
f'iiuli''n.ii i"ii I 'ink ,iun o[ Ikt, baiustiing all fear. 

° '‘Wh'.i! lin ‘li'i,’' 'hi- said, in a voice that shook un- 
nmtmlkibl''-. " ■ k‘i niv sake alone, that he might be 

■bli' l" inni* 1 1 iii'' liniu cads and blackguards. I refuse 
to lea. vi hilt i like tiii i. but the sooner you go, the better. 
I will nevei never as long as I live — speak to you 


'’’''’ller bl.i.’.ii!;'. e\v .,. tmil the positive fury of her voice, 
must ha^ e ('.il l led ' nu\'it',tiuu to the most obtuse, and 
this I'let'liei leiJ.mdy was not. He stood a moment, 
kiulvUii' dnwn .ii hei with tin insolence that might have 
fri'ihteiied hei a lit lie earlier, Init which now she met 
with a new slti-ii.vth that he felt himself powerless to 
doiuinate. t-he w.is neit thinking of herself at all just 
then and peili.ti's that "'as the secret of her ascend- 
anev’ 1 1> ' nothing before 

it iuul he knew that he w.is heattni. ^ ^ 

'Witlmni .1 word he bowed to her, snnhng iromcally, 

and tinned upiui hu liei-l. . 

“he thew -.re.it bieatli of relief as she saw him go. 
yie ieli te. tie 't. eh .1 hoilible opiM’i’Ssiun had passed out 
U the amnm./ueVe. 1 hat fairy haunt with its bubbling 
fountain an'i .apphim lamps was no longer an evil 


of the aliniKj 

futmtailf aiH 
pUCH. 

Slit" iniil H 


U MVrr hrv HHiisrlfss c(m,ipanioa, 

kliH " My dear, iiiy dear, 


au’i'wiirk'.u r ni;, U- omy you would open your 

soaiad bei h.mdkerchief in the water and held 
it to the woniid upon liis fotelunwi. Even as she did it, 
she felt him stu, .mil the ne.U moment las eyes were 
otien, i-.i/iup sti.ik.ht up into her own. _ 

'• Hanm Hie biute’. ’’ said Lord 

** bfili'i r *’ Mic wluHpered tluudvfuliy. 
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Mis iiaiid u|nva^d^ uikI took the 

sunkod handloatiiiri' iVnin hu'. Hr d.-khn! las face 

with it» and slowly, with lo i a »'*:•■.!, mor, o,a, up. 

W'htao is lio f io’ onkr-rl. 

*M UdiasyoiHu’' dtr tuld huu. “ I ♦a^kavd him togo/* 
hU'ttii' latr tliun ur\rrH l.tod Huiiald thinight- 

fuliv, 

iii‘ loanrd uprii t!tr rd;'‘ >4' llir iHUhlaui, still mopping 
tlu^ hlutnl fnaii lus la.* till, h ^ lui • liH itcard 

Im slripi>t‘d it tai with .1 r> Aiur tO iiupafo'una ’ 

'* Ai'raid 1 must hu.vr uvr;i \mu u n.fsi\' ohuok/’ kg 
SaiiL “ I iiidu't rxprtt tu !>r fi.siuk d liiu’ ttus.*’ 

** Idrasr plrasr dMidl aprU* sitr In*- ,ytl luju 

with a HouiM'l tiiut was tia ar.l Ua ,1 H:: !p hm w*ls b 
taiVct I mar hkr a sob. 

He tunu*d tow ,itds Itri ui !h * 4 m« uj.\ 

** Tm nut apidtapsimu t ud\ vru huuw I'vo takeii 
somethiui* uf a lihrilv, fh»ar;h, mu us. losutHU, it uus 
well mruiit. ll ytm i an ummL iIkU 

** I shall uevef uvri Itiiilv u/* slo' ssid iisiiuilmislv. 

He {Hit the cknJii.ili ha* k fiiati lus hr. id atol iraankti 
her |;ravdy. Ihs fau* Has sH^dl-u aia! dasroiourtHh 
but tiuh fact dhi uut Ut thr stsad. *4 di rjtr If-Moa the 
quaint srlf ■usmusua r of lus tlrursimnur. 

** YiS, but yiut miisiu*! uv a!«'»m p;* to* s.iui goatlv, 
** And you mnHtn*t blamr vouisrlf iiiliri, f know tlit 
fellow/renuniihrr : you didiid " 

I ilkWi know yotu utlin/* s!ir said, sitttint down 
on the edge uf the hmulaiii. “* I Vw Ihs-ii a'latfitt 
fooU** 

Silence folhmmd tliis stairmimf. ^Ir did iih| know 
quite whetlicr she cxprvird land Ibniald im opvr with 
her or to lirotesl against the srv« luy i4 Imi %rll' aiuiigie 
ment» but she found his silmcr pis iihai h It ud to lirar. 

She hint almost begun to o vni win n siiddciily, 
very softly, he spoke : 

** It^s never too late to nieiuh o» it ? '* 

I don't know/* she luiswrird. 1 .diorsi iliiiik it 
is— at my age/* 

He dipped her haiidkrrihicf again in liit» foiiiiiam, 

^ and dabbed his face afresh, llieii; 
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might try ? ” he suggested, 


vt)n think vnu 

In his iilMAvh 

qirsh''‘'l h.*’!' h*M'l r;UlH*r drearily. 

.ill ha-vr to resign myself, and get a 
coiui'inhnii, 1 ’’h.ill hate it, and so will the companion, 
but 


“ Think 
qnii'tlv en 
nil',] id 

gn^'n-slrd 

very inertn 

froUi n. n* 
going t" 
ani tu‘ hi 
and w*‘ 'A 

aivtHN \ 

Xuw h 
You'ii 't n 

“Of I » iiuae, 

Ctmting. 

'* 'Him uiU ^ 
jot a wal* h d,, 


.0 ? " said 1 <jrd Ivonakk He laid his hand 
jrv lao'e. “ Mrs. Denvers ” he said, I am 
Ihutn'ld nn‘ aAvfully impertinent when I 
um marr\dng me the other day. It wasn’t 
,ti , . a’ nan I atlnal. But what can you expect 
raid If Nut Insdns, surely 1 I am not 
at thr h!Hnd''r, 1 know very well that I 
ha tiiou a prpinaamrn in your estimation, 
hi 5 , it at fitat But, you know, you 
: ; •.,,01 It allv mv too ymmgg to live alone. 

,, ' Von trust me. You said so. 

th d ; 

’ ;.hn '.aid, wondi'ring greatly what was 


L t 


yon an e\* 

prartii all\* 


.m.“ ht' |nneeeda*d very quietly, have me 
» luUd vuvi marry again ? 1 could make 

u -d.h a«'i vaiii. and I could go with you 

„rarurauv . - , 1 V u 1,. i r. Ou„'t In-in to laugh at the 
wr. uuii! ^u.t it, IV tlinn.nghly considerwl it. It 
otuM 1»- ‘hat.' lit •>ui li .1 w.iy that no one would suspect, 
it iiidl* I > ii“thi').‘, to aiivui' how 1, pass my tune, and 
1 miv 1 . v U do '.Hiu.-thiiig useful for once. I know 
t ii'i I ' .i,*ht u . t uf, iinpu;.‘dhle, hnt it is nothing of the 
r i .hhU . !t i ■At .lu< hmt time I have faked as 
h ih' I :.,n ludMu hnn., and I have spent the 
' ,,,M ..f n.v hi- l.n.Hldm- about the iunpire 

llie Mialr taiiiuig Inrduess 1 picked tip from an cM 

huvr of mum a v.v old man he is now and m the 
trade lime., if. I ift liint to lend me his 
mbra. I he thiiii; «•' • h amless, of course. Imt all this 
hl«"id- the poiiii. ill- point is, will yon put up with 

S'J., ’.t'lyyh; n.y post." 
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Slic had m thr aina/iiii: siurf’i'sliim 

broken si!ena% a-iai even \Uif'n lie |j,oi * 4 -.hr i|i4 
onee speak. !ier !tead wa^ !»enf, aliotto a-, thuugligl^g 
(lid laM wish him iti see her f.a i* ta*, tla* p. p|H'{cun\,the 
nriueiility wlera' tipiiiion niailfif'd m* lift It* ‘ 

Yi‘t as hr* waited, still uiih fh.sf «pit> ! Ii.uid upon her 
asthiuiah assure heraaf la- t^loha\ , hot tin a worthiness 
sht‘ spoke a! last* in a voiof* sn siaaii tlsai it sounded 

almost humbhs 

" Ihit, Lord Ronald, I ' 1 niav lO'Ver ni.irry again, 
My lat«‘ mania:!?’ was wa*, -'o It a .',nr-vons mistake! 
I was so young at the tinoa and and 

" Ihui’t b"ll me/* he s o*i e^ nth . 

But but' if I novel !iiau\ aeani site persisted, 

** 1'hen unless, of rom ea \mii ih *na .s me I shall be 
witli you for a!! time/* he s.ml 

She madt* a slight^ inv*»tiini iiv fneiVi*irit'iila ami he 
took his hu.nd away. 

Will Vini think it over ttel'Mio veil ilnidt*?’* he 
said. *’ 1 wdl eonie to ^oti. a* , | .tin pu'sent- 

abh% for your answtuo l-'oi ihr pi»s. of, would 
md bo wiv* to go bat k tta v»aii liiends • 1 am loo 

disreputahlo to esetu't v»ai. bn! I will w.i!«lt \'oii to the 
pakn’o steps/' 

Ho got ti» bis feet as lie spitkfn He' was slat! abscmtly 
moppittg his f*ioo with l!ie si'i,„ip t'«i; !aa>"e lu* tiail taka 

front her. 

Ikryl stood up also. 'She wan!«-d |ii bt- giariousto 
him, but sho was iini4ia.'a'iiiiii4b'lv stivs Ko wands wuuld 
conus 

Ho vraitod courteoudy, 

At hint : 

** Lord Kcmakl/*' she !*aid with tlniimiltv. ** 1 know 
you arc in farite%t. Hut do yon do vm leaily wish to 
DC taken at your word ? " 

He raised his eyebrows m if the i|Urstion slightly 
surprised him. 

Certainly/^ hesaicb 

Still she hcsitiitifin, 

'' I wish you wouW Icii me why/* site %%kl atot 

under her breath. 
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** Why ? ** he repeated uncomprehendingly. 

" Yes, why you wish to safeguard me in this fashion,'^ 
she explained, in evident embarrassment. 

'‘Oh, that 1 he said slowly. "I suppose it is 
because I happen to care for your safety.” 

Yes ? ” she murmured, still pausing. 

He looked at her with his straight grey eyes that 
were so perfectly true and kind. 

That’ s all,” he said, and smiled upon her reassuringly. 

Beryl uttered a sharp sigh and let the matter drop. 
Nonentity though he might be, she would have given 
luuch for a glimpse of his inner soul just then. 


X 


For three days after the reception at Farabad Beryl 
Denvers returned to her seclusion, and during those 
three days she devoted the whole of her attention to 
the plan that Lord Ronald Prior had laid before her. 
It worried her a good deal. There were so many 
obstacles to its satisfactory fulfilment. She wished he 
had not been so pleasantly vague regarding his own 
feelings in the matter. Of course, it was^ a feather- 
brained scheme from start to finish, and yet in a fashion 
it attracted her. He was so splendidly safe, so abso- 
lutely reliable ; she needed just such a protector. And 
yet — and yet — there were so many obstacles. 

On the fourth day Lord Ronald’s card was brought 
to her. He did not call at the conventional hour, and 
the reason for this was not hard to fathom. He had 
come for her final decision, and he desired to see her alone. 

She did not know how to m^et.him or what to say, 
but it was useless to shirk the interview. She entered 
her drawing-room with decidedly heightened colour, 
even while telling herself that it was absurd to feel any 


einbarrasstaent in his presence. ^ 

He was waiting for^Hier on his favourite perch, the 
music-stool, swingiag idly to.aod fro, with his customary 
serenity of demeanour. ' He moved to meet her with a 
quiet smile of welcome. A piece of strapping-plaster 
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arft»ss his h'*ft was all t:!ia.l r-raiiaiiiecl of Ms. 

rrrrnt. 

‘‘ I ht»pa visit, is lo-* t't ‘rita-rkocl .<is 

he shook liatels. 

Olu no!*’ she answaivf! s^eniovleU ruMvoitsly, 
expected you, Idoast" si! ih.>\vu. 

Ho stibsiih'd aisdu ttpoa !h.' oei a sto«E and there 


ful lowed 

a 

S^ilenee wlii \\ 

e f.-nb* 

j« ''Hii.iils- disron- 

{'ell iuy. 





You 

h, 

been thi!iki::-! 

ni'v 

,■ -i"!! ? ” ho 

{Iraw h‘d 

at 

lemph, 


" hf ii.nisi!il a 

Yes* 

? » 

she . .ml Y.-, 

. 1 loiVfS 


rnomi’ut, them I am a::.-’ ij! v. *:! in't , aa^u,” slie 

said with an t-Oi'Ut, " tliou I • ws'. ; a.t mul to ytm 
{or thiukiuy cd it , VoU've.tn ; e. ^ » last: \ uh^, Melt s/^ 
Ihit not instn'urnuu.'d*:,-. a.,.', nt tlfun" sniikd 

Lt>rd Eonald. 

“ I am afraid slse said:. 

1 ie looked at her, 


May 1 not hear what t.hry ate' ? 


Site liesitata-d. 


loir imv. tluiup Von i;ie.'w/' -dp* 

id. ente jXTO 

on{**s si-rviuits.” 


Weil, but yi>n eau pav n. h*' 

td mtplv. "I 

shall imt ask vejv iu'li w,t,v. 1 ant 

♦ .i ilv sail 4io!, 


I shouldn’t eall that an oP,; V- 
She laiyylied a htths 

** But that isn’t all. Here e. ilie d.ni s-i of Eiug 
found onE !i -it would tjeil'' it ndfev awkward, 
wouliluH it ? People wsadd tall ” 

No iUie eVi*r talk » s* ,tnda! i-l ni. /’ » e t I Mid Iheuld 
comforUihly. ’*1 aiu eonadnrii , Put tjiiite 

incupalde of atiytlhni* setioU'i,, I d-iu'l ilook \ou nod 
be afraiil I’here riwliv eai'i thr sir* ul '■■*! 4 uari' of niy 
heiuR ilisimwreih juul even if I w?i. . I » -44 tell tk* 
truth, you know* People alwav. P* Iw'w- o 1 saw" 

She nmiled involunlatily at lua siiopiesiv, hiil she 
■ sh<H>k lier head. 

** It really woukluT thH' she said. 

** What t More obstaeh's t hr asked. 

Yes, otte-4he grcalcM of all, iii my opinbii/' Slf 
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tfnt UP 4 .M.nnis tiie room, he pivoting slowly 

t.i wat. ’.i li'T. 

^ 1 ^,. i‘‘ 1 by lu*r writing-table, and began 

to turn • •* |*.H inf ui IrttiU's tiiat lay there. She did 
jt; nicih-inu -bilw uith hmuls that shook a little. Her 
fact* luiii- ■! aw. IV tnun him, 

' tlr wattMl !*n a w‘ snctmtis ; then, as she still re- 

■ iniO , h‘ ‘ *la\ 

>\\\u\ i . t ni . if .t HbstarJt‘, M.rs. Denvers ? 

;hi< Uaii witli luT tread bent, her fingers 

itill !iuit. ;ni , !;i‘' !’ her. 

■ Y.iii." ‘‘‘ “ You yourself. 

..jiti i .iUii Id ujald in evident astonishment. 

nnd. 1' d W llliMllI 

|;ni j’;,i he said pathetically, Tm afraid 

ItDiid *pnfe tulliiw \ea. 1 am not famed for niy wits, 

V'ln kmwv . . 

sh.‘ 1 m ‘ht d at timi, unex|H:ctedly and quite in- 
v^ilnnfauiv , ajid ihMirti she was ‘instantiy serious 
ag.iiii die lau di to dear away some of her 

fiiiihai 1 a''"'Y'»iiie I i I. . , 

'M fh bnl \ nil lire .ili iiud, shi‘ said, to talk like 
tliat. No diill wil l* d |iei;,im eouid ever^ have done 
what \‘»u hav.' b* eti duiii],: lately. Major Idetclier 
hifUHt*lf i>-4d ire* ili.il d.,iy we went to haiabiUi that 
itiuvih d ‘.Imip «ii:* tH l»ese as a native among natives. 

*' >!te pauM^il smkhmly. 

“ Yi ■ *' n.ild bnid Idmald, 

She d.ua ed intuid al liini momentarily. . ^ 

- I det;f Kie*w whv 1 slionhl repeid it. It is quite 
kdde die peiiif. lie ilai said tliat it entailed a risk 
that no nue wnuhi I ate to lake unless yuniess theie 
vvati raiuim'bina Mib4antial lu lie gaimni by 

\Vi lb bui tb« ie wa^d siiid Lonl Ronald vaguely. 
Meaime; lov aafiiv f she questioned. 

** fvx.u ih d ll‘ ^atdi , , 

Stir luinioe Mb 01 . but she udgided no longer with 
bt paii^av :die wa:. making up her mmsl to take a 

“‘'l',; .1 . 1 ..- >;ml la.«. “ I .'»■ B;«“B '““'j 

you 4 v. iv .!iu-. t -.1 hurriWv thrt‘et-<iufstion. \\UI 
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you aiwm-r iiiivt'ily tun f Aii*l -.unl -tdlme 

the frntl'i, even if it ’.Mtiu-k ratleu- hniial 
lliere wa,^ an niiini'aakahia a|»pral in In-r voice. 
With a-u ffiHil: Hie \vla*e!*HH:it lea' . h tir. -omI fully faced 
liiin, Ihii she was plainlv *,Mi fhut t‘ veil he 

could ran fail tu umI v ** it . 

“ What it r ** ie* s,.iid hiiidlva I will irll you the 
tniiln of cuurse. 1 a!w4V>» 4»e 

\h>u j'uaunise c hIu* ‘..li'l vs-rv eaiui alv. 

“ t'.ertaiuly I preaU'**'/' lo" sa.ul, 

'lluii >a4i niua tniyjvf* lav a •!, !?u| I 
know, aiuri ean*! !:nd huI in an\ Wviy d.urd 

Kinwld, are yen are v*ai in Imv \u!h in*' r ” 

S!it‘ saw tht* etas wid«'rt in a 4ush diuu'iHy and 
was ciuisciutis etf a niunv'iif *»f ut* iwle Inuii,; emhan 
rassi neu t ; utui tluay slow and euiphatis liis answer 
came, hanishiu^ all ini-invirnr. 

Hut of course I am/* f !hiaii*lit vunkncw.*’ 

Slu‘ hunmioijed to her aid an indi \n On tit sh** was far 
from feihiup ; she liad to iloak her i taiin .imi soiaehuw, 
** ilow could I possihlv know W* she said* ** You 
Ecvcr lidd me/* 

** I asked you t:o man v me/* he piottstnL “I 
tluHlgld you would lake tile ollvi ihiny |mi' eiautrd/’ 
•Slie Stood u|* uhniptlv, tmuiny fioni iiinn It was 
impossible to keep up her iiitlii;nanom li sinijily 
declined to isirry ht*r Ihroiii^tn 
** You are a peifni idiid I’* she said sliakily, 
And on the wools she Uied to laiiejn tuif only t»uci'tH,nkl 
in partially siuotheiiui 4 a sob,. 

** (hi, I s>iy ! ** said laud Koiiahl He got Up 
awkwardly, and stood behtml liri, I lease doi/t lake 
it to heart/* he iirgish '* I s!iiiitildn*l have told you, 
only^-'-yau kmav asked \nd u wunldi/t make 
any diifcrcnee, on my honoui it Wot/t yuu 

take my wtird for it, and gi%‘e tm a Inal f 

No/* slit! sairh 

** Wliy not?** he fitU’sisirfl. ** lUif/i V‘Ot think vou 
are rather fiard on me? I shall iir\»a t.de* a single 
inch more tlian yon care bi allow/* 

She turned npan liiiti suddenly, firr rliecks wen 
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I 


1'Ml' AMI'.KU \\ I ‘ tr 

•' Mv <U*ar chil'l. il'^ tn In m-cf sut'h 

ti wM'iims uiiiiti! .In 111. in i. •!'.*' *1*' .I iiiintuki', I 

ahsurc y<>'i. Nulhiui; imilil tn u.mi. tluuuin 

amaiu-f' with this \.i\ nhi'ti.!-- lu.n., Ih* jituinly 

thinks SI. hiiu'.fli. It \mu .if mn- . .fit.ihli' as to 
throw iiAvay thf. ni.ii:iiiS-"'n' .ti.nny. t sh.tll really 
fcnil ini'liiu'ii to i;ivr vm up lu >1. p.ut " 

't'hf '.(lit. tli.iwliui' .11 1 I n) . t' !i with .1 I'l-ntir si);li 

throui'h the pi'ituiii' il il. 11" "1 <h. .p.'.iL. I htmilnir, 

Shi,' was an cM.'ilv Wfiii.ui, tiianlitu! with th.u ilcliiati', 
china hkr hcaitlv th.il niwci t.i<ii - if'tn v..iilli to ani*. 
Mot c\'i'U h.i'l'i U.iltoi'l’s i ii' tin'' ■ h.i'i ‘Wi i tin jiiitnl thi; 
fact of her hc.uitt not «wrn la i .f. p.l.tiiciiit t'. itniily 

thouiih she «lfspi-M it h'l ... , , 

She sat helnitil the |.at,i{ 4 e. thi. .tejuUm.'htiT, 
dark tind inst nil.thle, a ct ive, ina. .I'Miiavy h'li'iu'r. 
Her ftrey eves nevi t v.tii"! .i . 1 .uIa h.iif.il.l’s pnitfst 
came lispiiiKlv ihiiuu;h ih* ipii't i""io ''he luiitht 

have heel) tiiiiimy "V" ali.<i;*ih.i ii i elrvatit 

prohlcm at tlie hack of het imu.l H w.c this ftirl's 

way to hide hoself l..-hm.l a .Im Id '*t aiisiaient 

preoccupation wiieit aiittlimr: pot"! U!’">' !'• « 

*’ I need sc.mcly t«-ll vm wii.it t* W'>>i!d mean to 
yotir father," went oji tlie snfi vm**- I'.vi’r since 

{xior Murtiim-r’s de.ith it lias fi*tt.<l him t.-inhlyto 

think that the estatek must isw. out ot th< ditei t Iw, 
Indeed, he hardly k-els th.rt th*- piem'Ul heir hcluai^ 

I to 
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:I3X 


I ! 


to 

.■uullv ; 

SlH'lil 1’ 

iWr. u’:‘ 
si-riou-K; 
giv.it i 

An-i tin-' 

Vl‘’\V _ 
nr.u'ti- '■■ 
all hi. 
eiialil'* hi 
urnt l‘’l 
Til'* 

ui uni'.t*! ■ 
VuiiC wa . i 


.i i 


'iit 


I t' 


-It 


ill, I hi* American branch has always 
^ leal iitnv that the young man is 
iiVt r i'» SiH* liis inheritance, it does 
V, !i .rut chance for you. You know, 
.ih .Mcm. You really ought to think 
pi:* srUh'd. 1 iuu sure it would be a 
*<* ’ niiiiii to st'c you suitably married. 
iuaaM‘ is sure to take a reasonable 
-r. Americaiis are so adinirably 
if yt>ur father could leave 
111* rst.ite>* as this marriage would 
s wouhl lit* a vpry excellent arrange- 
, ..hAIA 

Iht* trvi talih' rnadi* a slight— a very 


•_ t M- 

IHJtt 
i. Mi 

!M ! 
Am. I 


vruM'sit ih.it :.i'.uc(*iy amoiuited to a gestuie 
ill"’ ,‘C’islle drone of ht*r stcpinothei s 
)rr*Jiuiu:i iuuUMtuuous, Ihit shc said nothing 
hm''r\p'rr:eaon did not eha.nge._ 

''‘‘'I’* !<;>-l[old’s tone 

rri^aila l reaUy haven’t 

0 n ivhit VM'I .i^ tuaUv want. You might have 

,.:c ,i„, i,„.: -.u m- «ori<i tw ; 

tlv'it aO' '"'M Icudi to *iSe . 

' "f u/r»ri "id'i »'■ lea <.'‘VeUds momentarily. 

■’'l a-.a’! <!un'l t'Hi wmild understand, Charlotte, if 

I w, i,- iM t‘d! 

nni .it’ tita! >! ■ 

cu)'*iiM 1 1 le 
Ladv Ua:iMi*l 

1 ,mi -ao* 

A ! out tio h^ 1 

,it h o 0 0 

Stfceihv to or 

H,., .... „ 


i i *’ .,h<* !-uiid in a voice of such deep 
‘ at ^ I incapable of bitte.rness. 
nhea 1 


r.icapaou- \n ***>..-. ^ 

:4*nlnufmta!ity, no doubt, 


said 


I call it so.’^ ^ . 

...• V\ ihf {'irl’s dark face. She looked 
nui«.ni>er. but began very quietly and 

j,„S, ih’ I.Vl.'i' u. ut.’ i'a few 


ikr >t«‘ 
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diliicult to say anytlaa;; up^u th,‘ Mihjrrt in face 
of this impeui’tnilnlity. >h** muIv hera^lf 

with tho rctkctiuM that th-‘ Araair.iu < na who had 
becouut lu,*ir In tln^ rarldHio an I f a.it* . mI Kaiiokh 
would ai must rt-rtaiulv laL-.ino'U 
of tho uKittur, aiui, il tiiat wair ^ ,t », Inili* prcsMo-g 

from llm ipiEs iathar, w laau .la'ohtn • h a. < - ad pujPahly 

be siiOii-ii'Ui tttsottio it aMuuunp, |m ii* i d’ iu .. 

It was si> plaiuly iilih* da»t\ h> nnin v lia* y<^nng 
luaiL llu* wliuio thin ; at' d !'«* | 1 ims t! oml 
out by Ih'uviiloiu'is \u I u wa . bni u utjnd ilmi palpi^ 
('oohiaur shuuhi st'u it in san. ii si ^ Ib^r it was 
umlorstuiHl th d lu’ \va , nut !i, a ' , d ! it, Muatly 

to his intoriua to mativ i'.ad Iw . ’ i* . .aiiviviag 
diiia. 

So lauly Raiiuhl r»‘a'4a*r4 !»♦ Ian i II a . Idi -ailLi iifionaj 
out llu* tea in seiiou-. ahnas, and .It ‘ tlly uoullied 

her own aanoyiuus- by tUr |ns, ^ 

“ CiJiuf/* sli-o. ’.aid at Iru db. b: ab;n ; a Imio; silrnce, 
'* I hUuuld tliiuk Kaiplt budunu*' will bo m hj^^hyid 
iu tea tlays at Uu'* lato..4< W’o iir-i:..! iim! Is.- t*ni htriiul 
with him as Ite t-i a r» id 1 * 0,0 .:*d:** ?.'!l vvs a -a him to 

humhrott on llte Miutlay .ilior „ 

ihi^rdla ditl twt at nu» r irjsly.. U'lam ,,i,t length 
site ItJukotl up, it was wd.li lie.', au *4 uu*’ c.»,rtrii.rig yiit 
of a reVi-rie. 

yr-.,* if yuu like, ibuEnrd •..ud in hor 
deep* dUiel vuiee. Xu d^*nbl !e^ tttU aimia' yoiu I 
kiiuw yuu always mijuv \ an,-*- ** • '' 

And yuii/mv dimr ; -md iadv tidedd, with 
past a liini tif sluirpur'.. m h» 1 Oate, 

**!/*" Adaiii hei ‘.U'|4loo.l4t*a p.iu.id a lilllf** M 
if ctilleeliiig her .. " I ^4i dl .ea. b** luu*/* shit 

said liually* ’* ! luvethsidid lu,i;M4sau Im iCalloldfisr 
mut'^ummer week, and t 4 * 01*1 Hupii.... I 4 liI 1 luirry 
baek, Il Wfiiil lualier* wall it f I uif'u ibntk that 
you eiilerlaiii ttol alone, And I am -st lot 4 *4 htiiidoQ 
heat anti tlustd* 

Ihta'e WM HU uneotmaous note of weaiulnr ' 111 the 
heaiiiiful voice* but ili dyfiiiiiaiit vtriiir was driitiiiiiit- 
tioiU' 
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i-(lv K i'i'*!'' i.Mli I 'l once to her unspeakable 
r'.n Ui"'.' t b >! !'i "t'- w;lw useless. 

"■'Vr ilK l'!i ili.i,” wa-, nil she found to say, “ I aiH; 
"i .lua.ad at V'Hir total lack of considera- 

jina/.a'i \ ■ 

tJ 

*"v' it I’li ' i v.'i . ijihir iiuiiii|iressed. 

''’Viiu havr nine to riiiss me,” she said. “I 

,1 :.,i Will, except, perhaps, Dad; and 

f’'i’ .'iieav.uli.ie to hud me.” 

■' Vi'mi I -I '•c l V. ill . . itaiulv not leave town before 
tl„. end ol' !>.' a on,'' said Lady Kaflold, raising her 

"" d' .0 Dad!" nmniuued Priscilla. 


II 


Ilf' UF HKK LIFE 

su ! r d Wvv laiiyi^hip didn t like it^ 

'’I'iIcu'd' hMued 'lct* U luxuriously in the housekeeper’s 
niiiiii at L'.c.ol.l and laughed upon a deep note 

i uii.c, ‘'hr h.td dia-ardcd ail things fashionable 
fid li !l ;'n.urc Pom Lu.ulon in the height of the 

..'.uud tli: in of an immense mastiff who had 

r VC . ut‘ . t thi.n-,, i'-.og!ty;* f 'SSi 

i,,. the 1. n.oh- ^ I did U. For 

■ ■" ' . hn I‘; m-u for the sake of 

V'‘‘? ^ '“1 - till, V ’ .-Itv VH.U very shocked, 1 wonder ? ” 

thr tlt'.i.! \l»' ^ * ‘ yhimf'd bv vounfl l-ord 

iron, to 

Mommci m p- •' pnhua.^hur brown, prominent 

r^^to a li... 
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she had ever ealh-d her auytliiui; hii! The old 

fainiliar name had beeeaia* ihnihly drai’ In hnth of them 
now tha.t .Mortinu'r was deaii. 

1 slunihl he very sloH-k^d, in<I« rih dailin 3 , if it were 
otherwise/* was h'roihsv's aiewvt'r. 

Atui hriseilla brtnitheii a Inne, *>*M!rutmont 

She kiuav that; ttn/n^ was uu urrd t** * vpl.iin hersHt to 
this, her oldt‘st fri^aul. 

She laid ht*r cheek cooifnitaMv ae..ua 4 t!a‘ great 
doghs ear. 

“'No, R<aneo/* sin* inuruuii*'*!. “ Wuu' nu'4s isi/t 
■goiiiit to l?e llu'own at anv iien/s li^wd it kiiewnit 
Hut it*S a ilihieult wurld, nld hra : ehis f .i;j iij:p<Kv;ihk 
worUl, I sonu'times think, 1 kcav \uu run Ik 

sentiiu(*ntal when yen trv. Wh.o leeil.l \,.u Un if yoi; 
fell iu love with a tola! ^4laln',i 1 witieeit < vrr kiu^wim 
his name? hhouKI yi*n hau- tie- lei-hfv to live ir 
single l>Iesht*dia‘ss all your hlr ioi tie %ake of yuui 
hero ? ’* 

Id'oggy looked a little staitli'd at tie- lighHj 

as it was put. She felt that li wse. *.» areelv a pruhleii 
that nndd he settled iOl iiantl, And \’»'! h 

Priscilla’s inaiuua* s«'eue‘d to iudeale dial she waiitu 
a prompt reply. 

It is a little ditlM'ult to %av. df ai.** sho saul, afte 
brief retliaiioin *' I ran tindiistaiel tliat ime migh 
be slrtuiigly altractod towards a sfi aneor, hni I sliouk 
think it srarcely pws4hli‘ Ihal out* MOild so far ash 
fall in love/* 

Prisrithi uttered a faint, rm-ful tanrJn 

Perhaps you i-onldi/t, idopiiv/* she atltnitteJ 

But you know there in smh a iluiii: a** loving at firs 
sight* StiUie priiple go sf» far as to %iy that all true kivi 
besgins that way/* 

She rose i|uie!ty and went to her {lieisr^ siite* 

Froggy* ipH vny difliiull lii lie line to you 
inner self when you siainl *niite uloiie/* sin* sahl ** am 
every onu elH! k thinking what a fool yon ate!** Th 
worik had an unwonteil ling of pasdoii in thriii, imci 
having uttered tliriii, knelt dt»wii hv Fisiggy’&sWe 
and hid her frwe against the aiiiple !*!ioiiliirr, And! 
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she ended, in 


somi'tiin.'s think Vm a fool myself, 

' ai iu^ .Insrd instantly and protectingly 

'‘’l.Vilin.',, who is it, then?” whispered her 

"''pri' rill I 'lid n"t at nnr.c reply. It was a difficult 
’ i',, In uaikn. At lii'^t. haltingly, words came; 
wa V' n ' a"" th.it summer we went to New 
V 1 n'„l and I- N" ^rom the West, so I heard 
v” u-ird . ' 11" .t.ivrd at the same hotel with us, one 

a Jh,,',r'|ui' t, inmhtiu .ive, hig men— not big physically, 
von und.i .land, 1 might not have noticed him 
^ don' t 1- m I 'lit one day a man in the street threw 
7 1 urn- m.it' h just as 1 was coming out of the 

S' I had im a mmlin dress, and it caught fire. 

Of couv''- it in a moment, and I was terrihed. 

Sll eVi't th'-i'-. h.ut the man was in the balcony 
f 1 vih'-a.l. .md he swung himself dovyn. I never saw 
' ' hi me in his arms. He had nothing to 

^T'it''!!ut'with He simply threw me down and flung 
£,.11 ,h to|., ' -.It m. «nl the flames in all direetions 
£ i I sl . I w.e, d eadfully upset, of course but 

i.'.... "" homely, on. ^ lu. 

m., .h. tf. “ 

t / 'Si lull \xu\ ht* st;ivoxl with me till I felt 

“u::; . a,. i i n... i* » 

^ 1 h\uA ih* had a voice hive a 

itrmig !■ !.s "\ . .'te y ( ho must have thought 

f ! h . mennltolled. But he seemed to 

me vrrv an i ■ a know— I 

imdei .t.iti'i pi t h"W I' ’ y j that very 

noversaw him .p -itn 1 tvliVhe was. Some 

aft, .moon hut no one seemed to 

lif,,. IdunHtUi..khewan ed ^ the 

" lUit I h.ive neyel fol|, ^ 

sort of Ht.m 

anyone ui the 1> a „ t know. Am I a fool, 

.rL..r th.iu all the other men 1 know. 
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j'rciJOT? I s!ippo‘;e 1 a!u. 1 li-v • tv woman 

will in<‘ct hvx niah* ii i>nt it r.an’t 

he Inte. T twjpprnu..* I' a-. \w 11 e; i:i\ th^ Vanj^gg 

heir, only T cunt 1 faii't 1 ” 

I'le’ lew 'j ■.>h!. .nol tie*!'*' t> U a n* ni I'joM-^Yg 

anre^ wan* iVilslrd vfo'v ♦'!••> -"li' .!,;■! on !;;-• Intt** ling gij,[ 
but hIh'* I'tat! Jiu uiOil*'. o| r>o.u.‘T .a 
Slit' \v;u. in fati, otu of hrr ‘i- jo!i. ilho* U '..it tor 
NVOtilil 'Aw ha,va U:u\ l‘ri 'fi;!;'! know it . 

“ \k>u uin-o jir;4.. !etll*a \Mnr h‘.w;i li'af, Uoaivst,” 
slu‘sai»lat ka.t. ” Ami I lei';!. a;'’ n,| hap|,im.'^g 

suiur ihiv. < omI vnirit it * 

ib'iseilla, lei' h .t-f and In . • I p. •/. s|n* 

quilt* wail tiifU 'Aw U.i'l Wil uhnii-a 1 ■ .• rauhl not 

fellow. Itnl tin* kunwA-(!-/' t!id lae*? ;, 

Slie ealied Kium'tn at i umit *'*n j ^ < lA* stiinimf 
suie^ltiiun with a nuuk^ h.ot a. d h tl! huiaurous' 

at Hie ctmteU'S <4 h«*t' iiiouth. Vinn I I 


III 

tun na-nii; 1% %ni uii<x 

** ! flunk we will |t* f»tr a ix iten said 

Pritwiila, 

It waa a Salunl.iv alt^aioiou, ,; i ' ItniihunE, 

and Sa! tin lay wa^t fin- tfa*, on w; \ h l‘ / f»M Ahlify 

wan open to ihe pejoi.- wk* n lh» le.aa. .n-n* away. 

Ihiailla'n prt'aeuM- wa.. at 1! wm . e;o' uah hut 
tlioiiqh she wm'h qnue mnienf iti !m.;» if »n Wiis 

drterinineil hi a|-ie fnaii 'aajd and hr amg «4 the 

hot and dudvimvvd tint ilimu.'wil ih* pl.iM* lui a tine 
day from three uMoi k till d\ 

Half a mile or mori* fh»m tin* V* a t-iowfi strraiii 
ran ipir^dinii: thiounh a immatuie idrin fo |.at4 file avri 
tadow file park ^ales, ltii\%tOMiii Imd b* » o !hio ilia's 
great drlirdil fur longei ih|m *4ie eiaiM n m-inlirr. As 
fhitilriin *'>he and law iuoltirr M»nfm'e'i Ini' I ‘.i-jriit lioiirs 
tipuii its mossy liiink?i» ami Mine ihu*%«- 4ay» dw liiii 
dreameti iiaiiy dframs* aye, and AwA inatiy lca»» 
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Itwiisli-:''''' 

tlifiv. 

Th<' V. 

it \v;r* ‘j 

al)ovt‘ 

■' 

and ‘ 
glM-ll.-l'l"- 
stn-.uii, .111^ \ 
riTjil 

A >!• ' i' ' 

j,n liiiui l i ■ ' ' 
Kmiii' -' V. ; 
on till' f'l' ' ' i' 

I'ri- illi ..!i 
SU,' Iiim'..' ’ 
hivitv I 

What Ik- 
wa't hit!", ia 


: i( ■; i ii .lhiig waters. She loved the place, 
i 1 I >t ■, ."H t tide. No one ever disturbed her 

1,. v. tlii- park made them both hot, and 
tn ..It diiwn on her favourite tree-root 
.im .md Yield hersclt to the luxury of 
... .\ inliiii was chirping far overhead, 

■ r.r at licr feet there came the whir of a 
(Miir!wia% save for the music of the 
,1 , till. An exquisite, filmy drowsiness 

. atai .he '.Irpt. 

... i '.-..in her hiiily.atiard roused her nearly 
.usd in* .iwokr with a. start. 

"liim-, V. TV uptight, wsitching something 
i.'..- Ill the stream, lie growled again as 


^ ^sh«‘ Itinl.t .1 lit If ' ill Uu' saiue direction, cUid hiid a 

UoYl-t' \\ UP* 'U lo ’ t'oll.U', 

'\\Uii \ir 'iinpuM'd licr considerably. A man 

... kire^ i.t-- ^i-wnu-uvas cm the brink of the stream, 
■ib.eat ia tlf watiT, W'illi <me arm bared to the 
5 t ie lis- urn 4 Imve hesinl Romeo's wtuming 
but h- 11 ud not the sli.ghtest attentmn to it. 
Kulil.l w,i.ih.-d huu witit keen i.itercst. She could 

“'d.i’Vt 'nli 'im". hit. bed at sninelhiug iu the clear water, 
and uu!u. diii.lv ‘.lianjut mu 

hk -uin then, quite caliul.v, he looked auoss at Her,. 
,a I li e m .1 !•■■■ uUat , soft dra,wl like a woman s. 

“ \ m’U to- iM* mr for disturbiug you, I know, 

W ..la " li. I SII v..» 11.»1„||U Ii'y '»*“? 6“-** 

,p th,. biiilmu ot I if to verify 

ttr. i,.i. P totini! .j™** 

Sti.. Iai.'iv tin ■ iK-iwemi them, sinking a litfw 

fitters 
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f)a(:k in the fH*rrr a'lip nf tliis ir;4n% ani. •. ;iimg hig 
(|uict vuita* alnivt* hui’ Ei-t-. Uir* hn hm| 

friglitmrd. 

(;ra<ln;illy i\u^ viauni i uE 1 laaailt at her 

ht'art di«Ml In-raua* 4V.4!a fiatt ht^ vas 

waiting Cur \m to spnak, and -Ef »lal au a. i>uc in a 

dreain, , * 

I ant glad vraj gta it l>.i.rk,’ rdn 

HR bianvii, idiaittadiavvai fafa^.arr.ird .ti Imf thare 

was itu idtti td ri*i‘MajiiU»ni in lut ' lie itad tiitally 
forgidtut hti*, of t‘4>nr'^^% a', ‘-la* ba ! a, tnid harst/lf 
In* wwiUL idd nut uu n alwa\ . • t ■ .\i, i \r\ ami 

ynt was hn not still lift Inio i !.in ns v*hna*sakc 
all otUnr ntnn wrm in., than nnia*;! im li<a •■ 

Agant khansn giowhd dM|(I\, an»! h* t: ,ht» lail 

Ituhi Mpitu hini. ila’ -w -igprand 

ijuitr miunnr'vs d. Hr no .0. ! < st* ngilatnl 

tii(‘ st'‘a:..%int that'^ divid< d tla'Ui \\\*U a lara’aning 

" Havi^ I watt' I'rnui-'-irna to rt..inr' .iias*'/'* f * Iw aHkcd 
h«‘r ItU'illy. in hi'-^ ‘-‘‘dt nMniln'rii dravH. 

nhn iaughril a hftlr U ‘ 1 vsin“-..:h; . !h uithinit 

auilacify, ntawith'-aantling his »|nn i ttisius t. 

Vt»u ran riuv'. if \sat likn/* -.hr -..ish liut ii\ 
all piivatr piupritv/’ 

ilt‘ {nmsrd, looking at Ini’ iiifiiitlvs 
If hriongs to l"’ail Rai*d h 1 Is * ti t'4,d * 

Shn I’Hiii hw hrad, and hi .0 ,wi 1 |. lyi *tf4i with 
an oaso that adom'lasl !$» i >\v f- h n lo Im an 
iuspiiat ton* 

** It dors. lint. Ilii' lanniv an- lu ioi i!i»«sr4sim. 
I am staying wiiti lln* hMU'H«k» 1 ■ h* r* allown! 

lo liavr hrr lrhiid;> whm tlir |4n,j:v atr ,» a. tv ** 

It was ratlirr hrralliE vdv Nj-do u, Imi In- did not srcin 
lo nolkw 

** f sroA hr sa.id. om* imar ot h-v* nm’t 

inakr mmit diini'riir.od* 

VVitii lim words hr tt*ok a smglr siti.h* fHia.ini and 
honudrd inl«i Ihr air. Hr lamhsl lofnflv almost sil Iirr 
frti,and Komro lifi %vifli an miiiagrd oiaii It 

cliokrd in hb Ihroal idiiiosi instaiiilvi ho%%r%’i,ir» for the 



straivi^'i' 

with 

" U’s .m 
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hand upon him, and spoke 

• h 1 


= d.M 11 ll vnu l lUnl 


,! Ill,' that kills a {fiend, eh, old chap ? 


n li I ) ivn. 

u.iiM ,r ehaiiijed magically. He turned 
, .ill ,n.U-iu, welcome, and the girl at his 

iin r.itlsrr treimilously, 

1 tiiiu'*', veiu wercu t iifriiici. I coulcln t 


' " ..ii i thf Southerner, speaking softly, 

■’ rl With till' groat liead lie was caressing. 

it wemld lie all right. You see, I— kind 


Ivioi'** * * 

his ho V 10 
side U't'oe 
' .i 

have h- el h*'*' 

“ I tu. 

hh la*v <01 .1, 1 
PhU 

e ISV, a t., h r all. t a mumeut, a taiutly quizzical 

'.'q..n vutt,” Im said. “ I can go 
1 Vo*u know. . . 

'“1 , iii I w.i . unt .r . a rule teckless. A long training 
. , , hm.uhei'e -.chiM.l had made her cautious and 

■ , ? ill thisma soiial. She knew e.Kactly the 
hdh'ii o'v lu liiK .iii’veiitmmdhv. Hut, then, had she 
"d 1 h ■ -n town t- lead a tree life ? Why should she 
t i-'i • ..M ■'.‘.lime chain here in this golden world 
h i ! .■.•.’tui v.a-, iiot ktu.wu? Her whole being 
’,,, ,, v.i' i! Hie Sate Oca, and suddenly, 
f"’C iC.i.lh to break {rec. Even the 

i;-<'>'"e> ' ‘ . .piendul life. She 

; , I.-. , vet U.e.iioyment might Icadher, 

Oap P'dm .hVed him with a lack of reserve at 
1 ! eeC, i would have marvelled. 

wla- ht i h y ‘ I., ..t -ill If 

,1, \hhe'., 1 hunld advise you to wait till 

'u ihir.! w ui 1 >e • 1‘ r.cd to the public ? ” he questioned. 
;,tiU lo-iltti ; ab deliberately 

-r’i 

uieetj!,;; bs. ' .< " .1 m she was glad. It made 

k,i.,,v li I , '111 ■;» 1; iuui liysimua 
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" I will take it iu\ it w-ii . n • ^ 

my gaklanee/’ sle* said, “ alfrt tle^ geiio/* 

"iie giatuaa;! ;tt lus walsh. 

“Ami \H?^t *tre tn t e i, ’"I'ivtiH 

six ? '' he saitl. *’ 'I ha,t v* :\ ‘ * . . •»! vmii/' 

Site smiled, with a tM?a ii *a \w tl./e » . 

“ ikaiuips 1 di.Mid, lied ta;^, lawt \ { : ', t : pe 11 : 4 ," 

Hi* rairual Itis e\a'l'aMV» ^ lea a. **:*■ a< » .a . ai. 

“ Pi-rhapa I laid in-ftra' l».-a i* 1 taa« : 1 h* saui 

after a pause, '* I am ia a t • a: . t d with this 

phie.i* a Si at u( trieni! *4 tie- t ’ ‘a , U r : . f paainap, 
tiuu tu |>ut: it tied uass . |a; rj t adax, 

aiiil Kalpli isjehraue, fla- er\? ' . , ’ . - ’ . I ia uiiji,/ 
a Vi*ry ipamt pal. He wa » *' s ■ n\:i in { ip;lanii’ 

l^'ihaps vaai lawhl, I'ejt \r ^ \’i\ ■ th.jp, aiul 

alnuist at tlii* la-d mnaa at h* >. . hd , nf tu la, 1 * it at 
present. 1 wa.-- etauUut h\ . ; . .>1 . . . tu t 

1 Speke te laidy Kal:i*]d m i » *'«♦; id ti h piiuiir, 
an«l teli! hi-r. ^!n’ ■-•ermiil !>* 1 .-H. i , aaaMl. Hr 

senu* riStMUi. Pi»^;4!4v ti wd > a,, , Ida uui uiuih 

ut” a dipliunati-a , an\ u avd' 

He sisiteit Inntsul hu /,i ''V t -S' ! ' d u h? r witli 

this rtdit'i'Uiin, aial hr/ali d..< . 1 \ ’a, . llilu thi; 

bn.iwn water. 

Id'i-aall.i watihed him .11 d, . \m, a is- d.id !el«l 

her intei'i-steii her Miirad.re,: i-. a a.-- *, 'I mfriaiuii 
of giving lieisell' awav Iw 1“ Immi ' d 

llHii* was a tiei'idi d paimr 4e ;ualf" Up har 

miiiii Inav tt» pnrsii** the ■•ap'-p ri 

“ I had mi uhm that an Ans'in-an ei>iii«.| In;* shy/* she 
said tlien. 

(‘ariax tnrm'd with hr. |dM..iia a.ae 
’’ Nu r Wede a puslum: i.a's I hut I 

think i Meliraitc had sMine ex*. tr.*' na hm u*nidity this 
timed* 

Vt's t '* said Pia.'a dla. 

He bi'gan to laugh ijiiietly,, 

** You sei% it Uiriied mil lhat In* wms exp^irtl to 
iiarry the old mak! *4 the family ladv I'lmilk 
Kattindly he kkki^d at tliaid* 

Ih'isiallii belli itiMply over Huiiira, aJid brgwi I 0 
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ijainint* ^ vivid "' , 

;/i ;yur|'t'r.-tni’:. was it?” said Carfax, tossing 
p, i/;i!r ustn Ui'* siroaui. “It was more than 
'in iuv **|Hiuou, io make any fellow feel 

,lid n. jf ani^wiT. The colour was slow to 

‘ M I evr‘r seen the lady ? ” Carfax 

•* '•• hi ue . nut iA town when I was there.” 

■’a;;, 1 

e h,>' wuh Is'i' lesid l>iM:it. 

Y,)!i iss'! -■ \\ ha! i-. die, like ? ” 

.-.i MiiMid with an i‘X|)resskm of amused 
. ’ i’ll . iTm hMle d up deliberately. 

..^1^^, j., Pint,, phi .ind Uidy. hhit I doiTt think Mr. 
k'llpli t hi* III ,t*e‘ Ml ' 'i t e,‘ airatd. She tlocsii t like men. 
Iain t'.iilier he:' is.-r myaell. 

“ Suriv h*'i hy 

farhix bei at'e- se!.n»U'->, ^ 

I ihmk :dir' e. lathm iouelyd the girl said, m a low 

voice. , 

*• You l:nnv- ien W'-n 

- ihm en\ * ex 'xy itmi they really know anyone ? No. 
Rut i lien!. I bet ’die feels Very deeply, and that her 
lili' ha , a.'..v.ts- . sut«!i' or Irss "t :l failure. At least, 

,1 , ti;.. , t ii! i'-rli!.-. I liavi' aliuut her.” _ 

ha. 1,.! fr.riu.iUv, the colour rose m her 

i.y:,,','’ h),' t- .. u;. h.'! ha.ki-t, auil began to unpack it. 

' r.ut.!'.. iiii.e ,i in:!', i.'uiiil. . 

'■ \,, i 'll i;' i' I -ntutlv, he said. 

\ i,h: " ' i '■ 1 .-an't help it. Now let 

’.'hi i have enough lor two.” 

■h [,h; i„ ... ; nt.-.i.” he said courteously. Let 
“Yr' h’l.V/.'Y' rrec.ill afterwards how they spent 

-■ . mug .losely, pa-sslouately, fearing 

ha s„u.Mwe. waiting for the opening of 

lltr gate-., 
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Al>lH*y was hnn^> ;us! raniMius% j^irl with 
many inEin(»nt*h. 'IluT^|««'nt ismi 1\ t uh hiuii,', waiulcr- 
ing throiigh thn innist^ ;ui4 tin* ‘fh'l, rnnu'shs.; diapi,*!. 

'* HuTn is a rrypt hnluw/’ Tii^nlla but we 

caibt go down willimil a laiiloi'ii. Aiu^lirv t!av» if you 

'* Of roursi* 1. slionbE ahuvn all flnu daciared 
Carfax. I was Just going to a^k wlv u I nane 

again 

Tlinir intiniary !iad {uogu-.-.f'il uiindittullv during 
thosu hmirs of cstnusunou.diip, 'llir ImI g .disiiuu of 
conviiitiiinality had dr'Uojvrtl a!i “aianr^nr'., brtwttn 
them, d’lmy whut as rtnldoit ou a bMhdav. rnjoying 
the present to tlie {ulg and wtndK i an Ir * . m! tin* luturtt, 

Ktd till i'arfax had at hngtli iak»'ii liiv k^ve did 
Ihiseilla ask lieiself what Itad biMindif hmi I la tr. Merely 
to vitav lus frit-nd^s inliriif atu r srruuil a paifu" reaHtin, 
Perhaps he was a joninalea, oi a wttirt m| gfiidrdMJuks. 
lint sho sotui iijsini:»‘asi tin* ni.iftn. im ad* Imself a 
nu»re personal cpiesliom Was il p*»/4bl»* ihat tie knew 
her ? Had In* found out her name aif« r liie Xrw York 
e{dsodi% am! eome at last to srrk Ina' r she not 
honestly believe iIuh, llnnigti tea' he'sii i*Mpi at da* 
thouglit. That affair li»td lakiii phne litin long years 
bc‘fou% Of rouiS4% he Iiad fi»ig*nirii it li ^saild have 
nuule nil more than a passing niipirs'ioii iipnn him, 
Had it been olhrrwL^U would he ma have ilaiiiird her 
at onee as art old aetjnamlaiiri* ? 

Yes, it w;is phiin that her first ruiivitiiori iinist be 
correct. He did not kimw ti*i 'I he whnlr iiiriilimt 
had passed eoin|iliie!y from his iiiriniiiy, uowtied niig 
Ip doubt, and Ihal &jwlily, l*v absiohiiig mleresis. 
She had flashed across* liis lii*% aiiaiiniig i** no iiinrc 
impoHaiice than a bird the v%iiig l}r Intfl saved 
her life at a frighlfai tmk, and llini fiag«»llrn hit very 
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exidel!"'- C' ■ 

'ie- ne 

n . 0'-' 

i.'hi iihV,.! 
. 1 nrVfr 3 
.'■p iicux 

l,.\vd b' f h. uu 

' ( 1 ! ! ! ’ 1 s n 

ihi nni 

that idif d<*ni>i 

mind. 


sht' vgi t“ ’ 

lie* \ liui 


iullouin-, ‘ 
of Ih'I:;'; 
irnm tlii- 

pi slut ^ > 

iibi'R 

ktru. 

{ill th-l 1 
i.iiuiU' 

li>olv ‘li‘l J 

wii'aut 1 1 ; 
givat, v.|i! 
WWn 
bail alt* 
Imm; -V 
sulirittaa - 

Rvity. ■ 

hhi’ W.i . a 

SiHiU a!?* 
fitr tit ’ ,' 
thiuuph 

no 

llr U < 
ifbviMti l‘i 

ill wui' I ^ 
m m i 
111 '!' 

}il* ai 


In spite of it, with 


t<. ih.* villat^b rlmrch with Froggy on the 
i,v^ tuMu h ttilly alive to the risk she ran 
.tut to the ignorant as Lady Priscilla 
\hh. \u he knew l)y some deep-hidden 
1 ii.' wmuM !h.‘ tliiae, aiul she was not disap- 
1 ,. i .uu'- in late, and stood quite still just 
bt|,‘ hu'u-uuii. :.i-aniung it ii|) and down with 
, that nt'wr lahrred in their progress 
y.,,| u*^,. ,!i her. hlM‘ fancied there was a 
Uuj't^ aa.m ahoiit his mouth. His 
’/i tiCMin her, lie stepped aside to a 

i*. the duor, and Priscilla, in her 

tear thi‘ pnlpit, saw him no more, 
l' I* Shr Hmrcli at the end of the service he 

M that afternoon with much 

v/nnh Pii -i ilia treated in a spirit of 
u.tHu hi hr! t<-a Vnisket again as soon as 

i, 4 ||rp. Itri provisions with care. And 

‘ 5 ^;.,,'. .M,rMiupanuHl by Homeo, she started 
n,.! .umtruug idly’, but stepping briskly 
lu' u. bk n 'cmc-hme, as one^with a purpose. 

if in v.( n* is»ing to a tryst ingqdace, though 
* lift, ! li, td o.i «'asl Vn'tween them. 
fU, |,. p. j,ju* InT, bareiieaded and aleit, quite 
. n, f 1 !e did not express his pleasure 
li. r hand u Us. Only there was 
!■"’!; i» his brown eyes that nmcle 
u,„l .-ume. ile had brought an 
'■j.i ;,i ■..li.iwlH'irk's, which he presented 


‘ 1’ ^ : rVu icr diich she had come 

wilh tlt.it ' nv' ‘ they settled down 

;:;KlkVA 

buniikiii: 
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inlirna.cy was surli as In lusk-* v.;' 
I'jolh st’ana'.''d Irt im ta,it tSt' a; 

( )iilv onri* viiti 1 'ri'.i’hM * f; J: : ' 
I'hc iinpiihs' w.is at 

slit* n^yrrUrd it i.n ^ r. i is w.a> is 

biggsst sir.i\vls/vn-\- I;.- 
the |,sihri nf lus leUid, aa;.i - 

saw a Inn a. ietaiiMs ■ ■ .e s\s a. a; 
wrist till his hiel it tes'-, 

•' Wliv;* die rvrl.e:,. -d., e a: a, 
his t|5ie .flutlirifs h'-'nk. '* :■:;■■■. • i e ’ 

“ It is/’ said raflsK, 
lie liinasl his hand ovrr !>« I 
S(*etiied tr» ijeliratv* that Is'- d^i '• e;*. 
stihjeet. Ihit I’rr-s'ilXt., -a,a!th-a,lv 

hint. 

ihlt; how viid \'on tin li ] s!vn 
I'arfax la.-aiati d t*>!- .i l* 

It was yeate. a'/n.” la- h j a! 
, hidy’s ilrt'ss eaa: :h.f are, It edii e< 
*' f lew hr.iVe ! ” uini aa;r>-. ; i S; : - 
shiniiua fiad he linked uy d;,"-a 
hi*r seei'et . 

Ihit he dii! Iluf lenh T' ' da 

tiJ he lahoUllii!! nadet -.far.e ,y-' i! . •! 
It wa’-a/l. Ia*';ive at ah/* h 
I cenld liave daes' no ! • . , ’ 
lliti’e was ali:iM.>d a ^ 'w ! s>t i 


''••"■rilnoiis, 

' '' ■ 

• ■ * •" '■ nieilio|-y_ 

,, ■■'• '■ ' d thouX 
“-I h,:r the 
,i 

: ui a e i, inau his 
’y ^ seeing 

e' t.!' nr, anuiiuT 
ny.ti t- ; anis,. the 
' ^.e" -a : '.'Sn'il (he 


a. ; w ;! ♦»ut/» 
a. a » h : Were 

u- have read 

■ ’ ; t e;;..» !;•“ setined 

‘ S’d Hi,' 

d, . : a issmifut. 

hi'"' V/S.r,ra Vfl die 


persist etl. 

'* \\ hat wau sh,.' hin- Wisd / > *. 

I' ilMud know a! I 1 a ; .d-' ea/yvil 

the situation anv utoi ’ lU \:i 1 a I 

He pturked a inf? m| n,. , a I r* ; a. ’s. him. as 

if therewitli «hain< iu:t tie- sd » , f \, - I j||i n.|f 
a little liurf, ttioa. !i not ini vomi I X«* have 

suhVred liiin tn at*e tt. 

It fell ill him to hrral; fh*' ih n-s- a fn a . oi;ds latiti 
and lie did Si» withoni a liiid oi )|i;a 'alt v. 

** When am ! ttoina to n o » i ^ |a 
Ihiseilla launhtnl a hiiie, 

** Are yim wrtiini; a bnik ala mi ite jXe - r 
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^45 


He quite openly. 

a! pr.*;^’nt. VVlien I do, it will be a romance,,, 
^ith veil i->r uno.”^ 

Oh, nti : 0‘'i mo 1 nlie protested. I am a mere 
j^obodv. i o iv E'i a.illi ought to be your heroine.” 

p,. d is*( , She had begun to associate 

that "* ju'ntrst rather than surprise. 

hi’-'- vm, o» b^* inli'iHliiced to Lady Priscilla,” 
1^^^ '■ \!; 1 a - be dotsu’t like men, I almost 

thiu'k i •hell tie* pleasure and keep out of her 


wuv. 

Ibal 
hrr;’ i’’- 
isonlv I 


ip, I he,v.* 


ggveu you a wrong impression about 
.ept' ikuig with a slight effort. '' It 
p: h men al)out town she has no use 


Lr.’* 

I* t’i 
down .tbni|U. 

•* Diinb veei 


idi^tun .qtparently,'^ he returned, lying 

:|f ll'U h‘et. 

Ilk*' women to be fastidious? Priscilla 


tlriuand'-d I 
He liV « 
turned HI a 
You ah 
ilf eom 
bivathle , .b* 


■ drawl b'i'"’ ^iu^aViU' rsum... , _ , 

ii vou \uH allov me to s;hv so, I think you are just 

the sWeef* a ,o.',oati ! i’ver itwtd* ^ i ^ 

IhHi ill I lie I 111 . r\s . for a single instant, and looked 
iwav. '*du' Inirniu;; and throbbing from head to 
(iHit, -li' 1 im4 n.tn;.'hl til say ill iinswep, no word 
wliiTfwnlt 1'> >'nu iti’ sfutfuce into a jest. 

Vri b^ lu It i -'tt mn she up not desire 
td .i't' -.u, f"i a v.a. '• wUltiii h'T. u voice long stifled, 
ni'.l out’ I'l it .h" hifl ""'t i"'f pp® 

suriiii-i'-i wa • "'i*.'’- s''*'*"''* 

'him i ijtax -ai l no nwr*'. Possibly he thought he 
,b Him h. At least, after a long, qmet muse 
he io-.k.'d away lioin her ; ami the spell that bound lia 

p;te>riL 


m t!i'»ub';,s for several seconds, then 
riv li hbn Ujitm his side to survey her. 
li lioU . ; '* he asked. 

.MU ’ '* Ibi a illa’s words came rather 

I vttu think me so ? ” 

sibuu tor setmnds. Then, in a baffling 


the 

thisi ill i lie I 1 
away, "he* ua* 
Lot', "do- ^Muld 
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V 

THE MErTUSi; HT'n s 

That i^vvnhui Ihi-iilia h^i'.vA ,t f; •:.! !ut stfp- 

niHtlHT awuitiH.u lu*r a hii*iU‘ , ..a' »m ananunj;^, 

*' Your i'luran Irr; u^t ani\*4. ,.e ,J1;’ if saitl, 

*' Your fatlior auil I au* e^'UTmI. Would 

it !iot ho as woll f^r you to rt intti !»> ^ ah r Xmi ran 
scarroly, I tVar, atiou! to 4r vour f. ] iuflrMoTiou, 
Youiif^ IauaI liaiEadtl ua-. 1 - 1 . 0 ... !'U \ i;0‘»4 ‘.nficit* 

ously ojily ytNtoolay. >u» h t *0 u:,.! ■ ; oriiu I have 
always thtsughl T* 

** ^riiat rhiokoii ! ** salt], Tuoiua, ai'4 her 

lottor asivhs 

Lator, slu* wout up to tho top »*| ilo* lldtt \\ arid out 
on to a part of flu* rtod fliat h id !'* ♦ u !' inlrtatnlrah tci 
dnuuu hor droaiii. araun iuoIm t!t»' •» aiol to vksv 

hcT I'Kinuliso yoi tuoro rh.^st-ly lo.su h». imji,* th};- ii[H'iiiiig 

gat os. 

It was vory htio wla-u 'dio ivltorird liajUloofeti to 
Froggy's sitting liHuiu afoh Itu-rlieo: hv Ini friii.sd‘s 
skUi iniorposotl Uvi dark lo ad h« ta» < n iJo kind, bulging 
eyas aiul tlu* opoti PUb!*' that I. os iip»^i ili'c 

’* Froggy/' s\w wlusporrd Mg'iha ’ Fui bappy, 
duar -so!ia|rpyr* 

And so kiiiwliug* situ told b>H|a.:v iu slnut, h.iltiiig 
StilifUOOS of thf sudib li spluid»aii thil had glMiifird 

hor life. 

FffJggy was greatly astiuiislu'»b aud » v* ii 
She was also uiu^toiis, aial daiwrd ii. thil Ihraiila 
hastened to stnoulh this uwav, 

Yes, I know it's suddtiE Fail sMtipTuiu’S, yuii 
know, love is like that. Iluidi hr amiMUH, Idogf^v, 
I am much more rautuui^ luit ulrii a tiditukuH 
word! — than you think. Jle tioisiri Liihw mini I 
am yet. I pretended to liiiii llial I uas a irliiioii «if 
yours. Ana he isn*t to kmav at pn-viii, Yuu wi 
keep that in mind, wor/t you } And m a ilty or im 



i,!!*!^ HERO 


I shall 1 ’''^- 
to 

he basil 1 ^ 

that ih'*-- '■ 

hllOWU US' i 
t.itiiinh 
It is 


Pri 

i^evr-il 'I'*'’ 

quit!' iini*'’ 
wluh* 

eiijiA'ii'iS, l! 

etnilil ♦'■^'*’1 
close a . ‘isi! 

It wa. 
in a 

Hufax 1. ' 
Thev i* 

la.t t!i. '■• 

ctiiinn', “ 

iniinetj ■**. 

•' riii- i 

kr t*» i 

kiif’W ‘ X. 

kali tat s 
faoiilie" ♦' 
bear. 

1 hn 

tflTihb' !■ 
Mrp, aut' 

It aim an 

llirlr 

dul na^t 
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- itMii in lo rt* to tea, and you will be able 
him lur axamsidf. No, dear, no; of course 
p. ,hc!i. it is mndi too soon. You forget 
I I h.ivr ka'*wo him so long, he has only 
, ,1 t a > » d.iv ,, i )h, Inoggy, isn't it wonderful 
i lmi 111* hradd h.ivi* come at last like this ? 
.is it as if my love had dniwii him.” 


VI 


wrnun iii-H pakaoise 

.. n-nls ie r -.lr|Mnother’s stimmons, written 
, ttn-i. wa.:. a hi:;hly unsatisfactory epistle 
<,a'»r,eiren «af it-* n’cipient. She found it 
to t*ma leuself away from the country 
nii,,.' wr-nUrr la^hed, she wrote. She was 
i -.f il mimeii '‘‘Iv* and did nut feel that she 
( inlsiir- iiif' wUnIe of a London season in one 

Jiul ;i Ihmi:!jd.'nut if'iler, being written 
iP |.| i.d'A'iniis between the lines. 

I I a’"i' mr. aiiii was waiting for her, 

.‘.j , a.i.tt n.4'/, ami when they stopped at 

v.'sr Ui 0 .*mu 5 iv tiial she scarcely knew—a 
I haioei tbavn.* ami great sunlit spaces, lonely, 

mil * plv'e,*’ ^*aid C’arfax quietly, as he helped 

»' »♦ il - ‘ d a fnw parrs and stood still. She ^ 

I..- h.aSlM.:.rn it. Her heart was 
. .j. [( til iliuniiiate all her olhei 

hr l'■lt n to hr almost more than she could 

. It! uuaikii.iwlwliied waiting were 
, ' , . 1 ,.. M,.w Hir hail taken an irrevocable 

i h' i" !!'■■■ in-ltn' * elaimnn'i'.tl loudly against 1 . 
s! d .ihii'i t 111 a lyii' her. She 

■ I;;;;; 'i:;;; 



IlHK ill HU 


14 S 


Willi a 

as if slit* wuuld ssj ^n. At fis 
eiuartdad \h 4 \ fis'ri.rti hrr, I'rM 
Si), swinihrar! ’ ” ‘aid | a 
sootliiitLi, WHinafilv, !>nf » , 

vita.litv, id" tU.n .!ir- , 

bidi>re'. 

Slii‘ sua'rrtVi hi , h. s!,! v, a '.i a : 
Vuu ilitaS h4;--.v iS'-.” ‘ ' 

tdlort. *’ Vi>a ilf. )rdt ’ i ‘ 

pri'asiuJt ht‘r t** hi;a rv^-i ttas” * 
liliiliTS itiiUlv fnuihli::,: .A :. ' 
puhsioHata uiHVra.i nt s!ia ? a* 
tlavw it h,ti'k, 

** Tlu*ra ! '* nha -..St !, u il h a 
soh, anil Innii'd. Ii-? !■> 


‘■d rnadt 
’ iiu arm 

‘ ^ ^ ^*i)icL* 

' 5it>tr of 

' ^ in it 


cry. 


.■a.pui. 

Ih' was 



it liis 
nliK'ii 

. UUil 


Tilt* ni’Xt in.laai, ,i . hi-. l;a p; 4 !i -1 ,, all the 
ailf^nish id iii.)Ubi th.il h.td »|:l ll*;i lojjio 

likn an i‘vil s|*iril tn‘iu laa >1^- IvImw unlv that 

they stiiinl ahnir ti«'S iln : in a var.! '.;vM'r fh if w,^,, }|i|od 
to thi* hnni with tls iSHaainv "^nir.rnus". ,\11 h» jn.;y.| 
was IliMHlril with 'Itir- qnft,'* h.id ojiriietj 

wiih‘ for hi'is ;uiu sii.' inA r-nir;*:-.] m, 


Vll 

ItAr'K It':i 

Ih*W(’iI!a iDWii’ ijuiir irdr>4 nil)'* v, .n 4'. Imw it was 
that tlli! whi»lr of that losr: *ninui» I do; -It; hy and 
her eonfivaiin tvntuiird nid! tin ii»' did’iuake 

one iir t\v»i atiinnpt*^ fn 1 »m 4 onnid tu tip* imi 

eacli sceiiaat fii ho loii’diHnu 4 !»« laahiif*,, and al last 
she ahaiahmeit th*^ nhsi Imi t!i o d r, /a! h.i.t. It 
seemeih aftei hiif a paltiv tlimi'. 1 o i4 lea i^riat 
happiness. 

1 hey sped luiiiii* ward at hiapli in tho liehi uf a rkaid'* 
less sunset, sinouihly and swiff I v as ij iliry Mvoiipnl 
through air. ■' 

** I will fake yon to the e*|gr of tin* paik/* farfa 
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m 

- id ' ri'acEed it he took her in his arms, 

h- r i.i t. .i. il lie could not bear to let her 

p.iMrd .it l.ist almoi^t in silence, but with the 
-l-d, I ,t.i!hlin**, that they would meet in the glen 

I’li iila 

5liahi>w„i With a > 

! h * ic 


1 ; i a 


In mu' through the lengthening 
• iit \vnntii‘rnu*nt and unreality at 
^ ,1 .leal for no pledge, yet she knew 
tiu‘in was such as inight stretch 
;].l aiid i\vvi*Y break, 'riiey belonged 
K ahlv now, wluitovcr might intervene, 
li- Ahhev, walking as in a maze of 
!i ht for luatorial things. 

I lu r witli chusion, and an air of 
H,.. M. ti ll Imt. She forulled him, and 
00 i iuto tho liousi*. they entered by a 
• • ■ ^ “ 1 1 t ro ugh th< ‘ shrouded drawing- 


1 o ’ » 


0.1 


hK h-y't. 
tha.t th»‘ h 

tu tha^' 'A -a; 

111 r,n h 'CO 
Shr ! i -.0 
luppeo ' - 
kiCiv ' ’ ‘ 
haviu : 

“U Ulth 

I ’ tHi "'**'* ‘ a V , 

I'UltUt 10^ ‘ > t Ic ' 

I'llO ,'0 r *". ^ . .... .y ---■ - V . . 

fitmd n'xprr'ird, to nwet no one, and so it 

X! ;^;lh a.’vtoi.-ot tart tlial she saw a man’s figure 
A ‘ V ... iIj,. >,,h4i|M\vs and come towards her. 

•' siw aokrd sharply; and then in 
- WliV, Uad!" • 

VMWr*" aatswered her, but not with the 
la wAticIi siu‘ was accustomed.^ It came 
anti she krunv instinctively that 

0 ‘ A « t I A 1.0 


.it loiU. 

wrtr a a.c/!od by llu^ siulden gloom she 


detach, u ---it It 
•'Who i .. a 
ash'cn '’ n ' l ; nt 

1 () I I.I I Icc A , 

gum Sa O' I •'’]«' • 
la li»i oi mi an 


heliit^-a Ea«‘ ruuitd Rval hat! brought Invn. ^ 

M I p , unif d'ean to frtch you, he said 


'I do 


not iig ’ pHC . 


yi.iu iTi-.i',; Ik'K iUon<*. it_is unusual 

'“a.!' o.O''iO. >=■;». '•x , ^ 

i„s,.,w! mhil.-.-n.-. ami Imin the bottom of hei 

sintl >.!»•• I • ■' i‘*' ’t b t i.'i I.iIImt tUrt n»t auswe.r. Hunk- 

I’lrther prutfst.^ Her father hat 



never adtlressed that lu her hne, ;nid it cut her 
tn the heart. 

** \h«ry well/^ she s.ihl ; ;iiM te,:u ,{ fn u,) 

Iha* tieep vtiiee lit/Id a’, ' ’ i, s!:*! unl\' Konico 
pressed ilesi‘ a,?»ain 4 lier,. knew th.if the hand that had 
just eansseii lum was eh'iiflied and '|un, . mac;. 

VII! 

SI VIS r, einv 

hrisidlla left a hanilv ’-rhd.I.-d nufe fuf < arfa\' in 
Fruni;y*s keepintp In n 'ds ^ tti,a -h^. 

nltliyed te Itt t»a\an hut fleU ve‘nl,| 
there any da,v hehae nuun at atei p; u that lie wuakl 
appidut. Ideppv . It? he tie- ne*!aiui id his cunn 
nun neat iun al .u. 

She inadi* ini nuirtien i4 t. p* !*» r lather. He 

liatl hurt her far tun t!rrp!v I'U an\' »"natkute tube 
pdSsihkn lMeris»ver, it ert-ne-d }e i flu.! ’>he Itad no 
ri|dd tit s|>eak until t“aifa\ htne - ll e i\e hn I ,ive, 

She tiiil nni sw her strpnr'tlea ?hi I ha tkiy, 

The gfiTtini; Iniween th. an »s ihe ><1.4, 4^ flmiigh 
I.ady Haltidil, hvlmi tuumpUanl. siur.;lii pt a 

littli* Si'Ulinnitt inti» ieuN 

*' ! iuu nniHv WiOn iiuf, Hu .» id i,’* ehr Naiil. *’ It is 
iny turn new P* have a IiHle p ,! I atn puiie; tu leave 
all the luml wta'k tn y*iu. It wdl he su- h a lelii fT 

Three da\s later* -die p iiu-jni ied thk 

attitude, ih'isulla was Mnnne*t;*d Im p. i p»,ain uberv 
she was hreakfaHting, and iMuiid !e 1 lu pti a! i iP'inent. 

** My dear ilukt, !n* lias aniu'd, lie ha* atfiially 
arrived, anti is slaving at ttii’ U'lt/, He 11*11-4 rnme and 
dine with us Ui niHiP*w niphf It will he pmte an 
infunnal aH.iir tndv iliiifv ‘O u ^ an eaalv h 
inaiiageci. lie itned lake ven up Tn < ilia , ai«h nh, 
iny dear, do retneinher that it 1. the kpsiI opp^'dimity 
of your life, and it niUstiiT he iliunvp awsiv, whakwer 
hapiHjnsI Your father has set Ins lieait njMti u,*’ 

'*Are you tflJking aUmit Mr. CiKlnauer* askdi 
.■■Priscilla, 



ii{<:r hero 


<<Tt) ii'- siir.-. 
i'l'ii-. !'>■ 

simpHantv.^an.i 
bej^i'ur.', 1-1 ->1 ■'!' 

you la’I •' 

Ill i'll 
ffUV, ll-'l" ' 

haw IV -liMlMn; 

hau^Uvntiii % ^ 
Sh** Wii 1 H' iji 
Ih'is* illi |ul «l .1 
-w .iii 
Alni'H* lu h-r ‘ 

\\\\s i'\ ' H 1 'I ‘ ‘ 

At 1 1 

I .»? 

haml H It-t-l i 
hat! H ‘ 


W ho t ku ? Now don't put on that 
.»v 1 \<m know what is, after all, your 

i tin ,t yon mean to do it. You can't 
>|H iisi! vuur father in this matter. And 
niiOiv sooti, Priscilla. It is getting 
. if wiirrifs me perpetually. By the 
it tt'-i itu' you from RalTold. It must 
• mro*‘ by mistake. Mrs. Burrowes's 

it. It was directed by Froggy, but 
.id'lrnly as !;h<; took it, realising that it 
\\* r tn lea <i\vn urgent note, 
avn tuum slit* n|:H‘ned it. The message 
thro hrrs had been: ''Sweetheart, — 
i irr d.iv. tm(K*r the dome of St. Paul’s 
■ n fhiur, j. th” 

I ii-i hm : laronds with the note in her 
I .»»hrd hio‘ tru lade. The appointment 
d. 4 V In lHjv. Site turned to the envelope, 


w tint It nm -t dave hern lying among her step- 

j. . “ ■ » I \ 1 , 1. 1 u 


imdUm*!’ r<»n'r-. 
hiid wait*'d. f'iO 
vain. 

Only »'me tiru 

tl-lrgl.opb t'* bo 


md.Mice for two’ days. Doubtless he 
I at thr trysting place, and waited in 


'duIv wir flitud O’Utailirt! tea l>e done, and that was to 
tfleevapb tn bo*r. :v t'C' i art ax's address. But Froggy's 
airavor, Vibru it t'oiies was only another disappoint- 

\dilrr ird kmavm Ibul you not receive letter I 


’* Addiv 
fuiswodf'd ' 
Krimiaut! 


Krluetautlv tda realisrd that there was nothing 
hj|i p Pul p, it iris t' P.ufax would almost ceitainly 

wiiir ae,fHi thoandi Fintutv. ^ 

Hut br‘ bad md Ini’ address she knew,* for Froggy 
was midrr a sMlmm vow to reveal nothing, but she 

wimltl lu'i ih.it lu- would regard her failure to 

Iru tsv.t 4 . .1 d. hl.. raU* oltmt to snub him, though 
the {'■•H th-d hf iiiii’.hl do so haunted and grew upon 

*’dh!\v!-'d*to that night, and later top dance. 

but netth.-r rotetl.uuiiii-iit served to 

weii-ht from htu i.pmts. bhe was nubeiahle. and the 
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(usir hour^:; %hc in Inn! 

Ili> li’lit’l. 

Shr rn..t:‘ ;it ln.r>t in sht**n' ijii-.u, .mn m fur an 

early ride in tla.:* i’a.rin ni.i’ inr i .i r v, 
btit sliv‘ slitHik tiis.-Ui ten -dit' vr.in!«d n> 1 )u .duiu*. 

Wluii slit' was irUivniti::. la. .^Wr \ , u--, i|. ;■ yaulhful 

adiiiirar, Isn't,! Ihirnelid atnit d ,11 1,, k j, 

to tit* tiisetjiij ,!r;rti, ^ 

‘‘ I riit'i your«s..iu..aii a,.f. lilt* « in \! a*: li v,” hr tnlsl her, 

\\ hill is la* iii+e f I ii n.r, 1, wniii)i;i ininrh 

intrirst. , 

Oil, liaVS'ldf, \s?u rrrti hlfn ^ . \ \ ' ly .jUfur |i; 4 i 

with a twan;; \sn Mudd wn v. ei; a h.sn , Ir., 't (hjjih 
yt.adll likr hiui/’ salt! i.rni Ih-, ' v,..- v,.r | almsgl 

cvtiry Jaau wlirt art luiadi a,-. , tn I'n * hi-n 

Ihisrillii stniird taiullv. 

’*1 tlt.ni't tlrud. re.t, rids r.” shr* ■■^a.i.nh ” Vila are 

coniiug to witli rr.-s n* la.'.hd ann'.'ndl v»'ti } .fig will 
be theo*, tuu.'’ 

“Will hi,* f 1 nay, wlsii . 1 , l,'“..a'r, !s.,|' \-Ma * \'i-y I’jii 

cuinin^t;. Til t.iu nyv hint, oi hr:y iln,,- i«t\ asaired 

her t*afa*tlv. 

Aiul aavdii i‘n<«:l!a srarl'sh :rlt,.',' n..,, , •■y'ni'r -„„niv that 
sht^ woahl he ho!^'d. wliairvri li.iyysrurd, l,iryiig!i she 

was tuu kiml lirarled to -av -u.. 


IX 

THE tn- ili u lu. ina 

*'1 woiuita wh\‘ i:;.nlia ha. |an nn fOt! ’ 'Vtirly 
plain attires li uide-- le-r i.».y .-hu '4hht4 

Lady kaladd. ‘Wud latw tin-ro* ns, y 1 /,y u He 

ui|^ht 1 Keally* 1 ha^r la V'l ■■ «n in. luot* tiie 

attraclived* 

She turned witii her uera da/zuna. aiiih !.♦ tvi'i'm: 
die Auierkaii At«l.u.*/4.idsi , and un ♦mr « tr i liave 
guesHed that uuder her e,yi|r wa* ond on,' a, nsaahe 
her Htepilauglder was giauui: ilir hm a m lu a lohe of 
sombre blaek. 



lil'K ilERO ■ 

iVlI tiM* arrived with the' exception of ' 

[Ulpli h: p- '. h.'ir apparent, as Priscilla styled" 
him’ a.s*'l i I'd '**• ^ ^'^riited with one eye on the 
iuor. it -a I ‘ ^ i-'d thn ymmg man to be late. 

sir* v.i ' rt a d'^ (Itaspair, and preparing 

mpen*-:'! ti! i:e* (lean,:', hiom without him, when his 
iimir' wj ^ '1 ' -•’ui'fd. l„ord Ratloki went forward to 
niivl hmi. i'rHiih, '.it ting on a lounge with Lord 
iiaUtnId’ H e.iu.'ht the sound of a soft, leisurely 

vuivv ap te * : and ^omelhing tightened suddenly 
at her IsMd, a.: el Ir id itr* iusiting. It was a voice she 

kiii'W, 

As tluon 'll .t !;*’ d. .In- Itniked across the great room, 
^•ilh it » ti'.eur h di? s il*» \mi7. of careless voices. And 
sirkeutv, n ‘ oe d to her. ihe. was l)ack in the little 
vill.r’e iiinn li af IduiMld, ittitively watching a stranger 
^vlu » el ond i u Pi'* e n I j . u a e , a I id sea.rched with level 
aaniinv l^b'aatelv and fiankly till he found her. 

'llirii . v * so‘i, and !n‘r Insart thrilkd responsively 
IS an i!i 4nu i 'Ul l liulP to the hand of a skilled p'layer. 

Alniod iim. M’.ual at dv she n>Ne. Tiiere was some 
mpuip.'. I,* !. * 7. tie'ieuma hi' s(une mistake. She 
fdl that ill '.one* t.i .imui it n’sted with lier to explain 

mid to \h .!id* h. . 710 ihr'ie. 

itut m lilt! n t.Uii hia eves left lier, and the mag- 
iidian tliai .Mu.p*ll'-d her ilied swiftly down. She 
saw liiiii eh da- hamP with Lady IMfoid, and bow to 
ih(’ Amlni * ‘,1 a < 

'llirii ♦ aii^' ia I pmo|!tf*r*s quick', beckoning glaiice, 
ami she ua<v»d tMiwaid ill reqronse to it. .She was 
i|uiveun ' ii»au head to tool, hewildi-red, in somc subtle 

iadiioii atiaei. _ ^ 

*PIIv d' ai , N'otii < oit am lie will take you m. Ralphs 
thisK Ihi .1 dl ‘ ^ ,, ^ , 

It w 4. <1 '.uhoua Iv itdoimah Lady Ra!ir>ld had re- 
lifMi'i* d fiiit Hit 1 » * !u' t e ui srVeral times. It^ was half 
tli« hatih* that ihr \0un4 imus stumld feel himself one 
of the Liiiiitv iMcii ihe oumei. 

Pr^fitla fpaldied at her control, ami managed to 
bow. !iul lie* instant his hand, strong, warm, 
rwssillilig, glaapril !irrs» 
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buruiug aii'i lifT rv‘ > wen* \vt‘t, but she no longer cared 

about iii-'i t\ir:v> 

“What 'Hi \'.Mi nitMii ? ” she demanded unex- 
pL'cUdl.Nh ' ''a’., in;* It) lun that those fight hardest 

wilt) iight ii i vi ii i . 

Ilr w.i'^ 10 .! lu thf 1 < ilisconcerted. 

“ [ ut'.iut th !t th'Oi ;!i von might send me about my 
buslurs'. \''Oi uouid nut quite manage to shake me off 

altoi,tothi'i 

that \'uu would refuse to go?'' she asked 
with a qiu’v'U tiio-t mi flit h;tve lieen anger in her voice. 

M'*auiu:.%’' hi* impofidi-d quietly, “that though 
vuu uiiyjit (h nv mu yuui.^rif, it might not be in your 
niuwr to duuv mu tliu qlfMsure of Serving you." 

“ Autl i'. H nut m mv power ? " site asked swiftly. 

Ih' w.e*» ot le r v<*rv intently. 

“ N'of’ lit' s.iid in his uuist delilierate drawl. “1 
duii’t thiuh it i>f “ 

" lUil it sho ansf-rtoib meeting his look with 
bh/iug r\s '* ^h‘U i-mmot possibly enter my service 

my e.oiisruf. And- and— I am not going to 

cuust'iit t‘i tlnit m.id siiiriue of yours." 

'* Ko ,f " io’ '•i.irul. 

“Kte" ;4iu iupr,it<-d With rmjdiasis. "You yourself 
are the ub.t.n lu, n. I .,ih\ befoiv. If — if you had not 
been iti Inv* wjtU ues 1 unght have considered it. But 
Hi*nv it I* fCit of the qut'stiou. Moreoveuy" her 
e\vs shot 'Uiddriilv downwards, as thongli to hide their 
lirq" I shall Isat watil that sort of protector now." 

'’Niif " ho u.iid a sun, v«'ry std'tly this time. He 
slaiidme, aiaiKtht fi^'toie Irer, still closely watcdimg 
lu*f With that ni In. rv' . that he had never pennitted 

thrlvh«Uim\ . , t 1 

“Xi)l " ^4iu lupuaitsl once more, and again brokenly 
slif lauifiud ; tleai ''aiddonly rai-^ed lier eyes to his, 
aiHlipivr turn huih lea hands impetuously, confidingly. 
M Willi .1 ^ uitam notwithstaruling. I •■-■1 am 

guiiig to m ii i \ a ; nil alirr all," she saitl, if*'*^Tt you wall 

luve rie*' “ , - 

** My «hsii'f * said I.aual Eouald very teudeiiy, i 

always imsiui !o I " 
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TilK NONENTITY xm 

1'!ir ill her went to the man's 

Till iliMt instant he had to a great 
i himra lta but that was the turning- 
hit a, she intoxicated him, she 

uj him llai'iai into a red blaze of passion, 
p i he eemght In-r suddenly to him, 

, ruuM lupeia ie) reaiise iiis intention he 
. .■!’, n I lull hi'r lips. 


IN 


. the! f-Ute,Ani weH* like a ghastly iiight- 
h |m! . elm '-le as she might, she knew her- 
ILr. nr' utu'e \>assed the bounds of 
‘ ' i; ! .’pive hill M-m tu his savagery. And 
.p.uia, iiuMm;; her crushed to him, he 
..Ij, IIP,, hare. ! ie was as a man possessed, 
lii.. I uarlie-'l- SI ilevilisii kiugli— at the weak- 


The use 
niU'e I" h 

t" h' 

civlli ..i^-e 
;e»aiu and 

htivsed h< 1 

anti ‘sa^-- 

"'T !i S'Tih’ vi.M. i.lv ai.' u \t his .'dp relax. He 
/, .piu;.,!'.. dl.vl :.he tullered aiul almost, fell, 
''''t' , >1 l,v Oil,- of tile pillars of the arlnnir. 

'‘Tiht VO 'rm was iu her hrain. a sm-suiR that ^ 
■ j ' I, j, 1 p-i, rhe wa,-. too spent, too near to 
t hi m'* t.-ih.e wh.tt ii was that had wrought her 
d id .ue . . h- omld onlv rlii.g nasphig ^ quiver. 

, l,, p, V d'l-g’uM wbii'' the tuuiuii witluu lu'i' guidually 



HER 


I5"l 


“ Curious, it ? 
can’t bn *’■'* 

'11)0 gvi|.> of ton;,* ij 
wao. its if In* app *-.; !'■; I f* »r ! 
With an rliiU I, ‘Stf !»n » ■ 
“ ( )f r.uuiNn not. It ! 
our {irst 

lie at hnr nbii 

hir-. itriu. 


ihr 01 
si 1.” 
\va..s 


t 0 



Why, ws" bn Crawl-i, 
towanis tin* tloHi. “ Meeo'! 
forgrU ? It ise\.ief!y '*ivv o. 


■! 


aakccl, 

‘ n::,*! i’iMiihitt\ Jj. 


rntr ::vr y-Mri, since 

i*'*o!v, ao !n‘ offered 

Cs s 1- ‘a»i in move 
;-'i .i' ;o,o!i!ance be 
■ > b » Co y,*^ 


X 


■run sr*.'tKY on a 

'* FvutnywvaauH it . swr‘’!,ht‘4r! ■: 

lln,‘ nstfl voice nctiiisil Ini' ilif-erki a. \mz tif other 
Itnnier vtuces, EiissilU. irneer-d •'O-.iiCoc, lc;„it: she did 

not turn her Inonl 

** Yi>u wilt h.ive la rx,|,4a'iu./* sin- ■r.-otl. ** I ikm’t 
utnlerstainl anytliini: vriX 

** Nau* I/’ the »|met O-Oel. " !f\ the Woinan’Sk 

privileftc loe.Kplaiu no4* ivibl it :■ _ 

Against her will* lie* bhrMf! io*f' in her fai‘e. She 
threw liitn a ♦iniek g!,yi».:.'e, 

** I can't po^'abiV iesplon ti* o%'' 'die sahl 

He tnet ln*r toiik wuh ‘4eaii\ » \'* e 
Lvt me tell you tin- -Uorv of a loentX he n.iH ; and 
proceiMhal without Imtlnu | 0 rUniinMV. ’'Ilicrc w.is 
onee a man a secoml ^mu, wohoni piM . f*. ain! witle 
out fame avlio h,e..l the yM.iC ImiIioo' f‘» Co a oavio* to 
a woman* He went awav nione»lub’lv allrnwanb kst 
heslionld make a foul m| tunr^elf, Im efn* w.i * miles atiiive 
\m head, anyway, Hul lie never f^uctU her. The 
miscliief was done, mi i.ir Im w.ih eoie » ined/' 

He Imrkt* ulf, and taHed lii'% ihampauiie to tiis lip 
as if he drank in a memory, 

Puscilla was Itsienmg, bui hn ryr»i were dowacisi 
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She wore • the old, absent look that her stepmother 
always deprecated. The soft drawl at her side con- 
tinued, every syllable distinct and measured. 

** Years passed, and things changed. The man had 
belonged to a cadet branch of an aristocratic British 
family. But one heir after another died, till only he 
was left to inherit. The woman belonged to the older 
branch of the family, but, being a woman, she was 
passed over. A time came when he was invited by the 
head of the house to go and see his inheritance. He 
would have gone at once and gladly, but for a hint at 
the end of the letter to the effect that, if he would do his 
part, what the French shamelessly call a manage de 
convenance might be arranged between his cousin and 
himself— an arrangement advantageous to them both 
from a certain point of view. He didn't set up for a 
paragon of morality. Perhaps even, had things been a 
little different, he might have been willing. As it was, 
he didn't like the notion, and he jibbed." He paused. 

" But for all that," he said, his voice yet quieter and 
more deliberate, " he wanted the woman, if he could 
make her care for him. That was his difficulty. He 
had a feeling all along that the thing must be an even 

greater offence to her than it was to him. He worried 

it all through, and at last he worked out a scheme for 
them both. He called himself by an old school alias, 

fafa^aSTsweethe^ Wo.lda'.t 

it be ^well, just fo/de Jnc's sake i Therms a 
ending to this story, so you mustn t be sa^ mo s 
that boy scowling at me on the other side of the table ? 

What’s the matter with the child ?_ » He 

“ Never mind,” murmured Priscilla hastily. H 
doesn’ t mean anything. P^ase go on, 

He began to laugh at her with gentl^dicule. ^ 

“ Tmnatient for the third act? Well, tne scneme 

workS^Sl right But it so chanced that the woman 
workea an rigui.. knew him for an old 

decided to be subtle, too. Sh _ ^ pretended to 

friend the New Yorlf He didn’t 

have forgotten that old affair Hon So he 

want her to feel in any way under to obligation, o 
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p[avi?tl hnin!'’le str.rnipi, aiui sIm* *.\v**f^ thrart --she ■ 
phiy«Hl tin* couiury nund^'V., a\u\ Pul it to 

pcriVctiniL '! tliink, ym\ !.tu»w. tiui '-hf w.i , a little 
afraid laa: nana* anti tith* wuual P a hini^away/' 
“And Ml h»* hnnainrM.i hrr ; *’ t-a.i rii,< li!,!, a. slight 
qiiivrr in h*’i dtarqi vuit as 

“ lliay hnnaa.unfl «%nia rvlla/r, -/At j h,it was 

it'ln*;»a,ii ta> Ih* fnaany. Nm\v I ,iia :‘nr:r; 3a ;;,-t you 
tn toll nu* th«* rosf of tin* slai v. 

Siio turju’d towanE' luiii a tain, d*’i l.o** m, ]m1o, 
“Vos; it’s M ry fann'. , la* linnl't 3 ,a;*\ Inr the 
nnin, 1 moan ; f<‘r t!i»' wnnana I am laa *-m /if. , How 
dons s!to knmv that In* ivalK' ^ md tto; h. : fhan the 
^ ’ ‘"at' it/. I ill liis 

tnolivt^.? I UmM an sho pM lidv h*/ 'A tm 

Again ft>r a mmuont tin n tM- u/t. Ih ar w.ni no 
hint vi tii*"anay in tlm man'/ Im.un t o 
“ She tines know it. nwrotlnaiHA lio a,i!/*wr;'rrd, with 
confulonco. *" I ean’t ti/ll \*ai l*'r'«h‘ ihly she 

couldudy oitluna Ih.* wa'. enim: to r:>*pi.uu owniJiing^ 
yOVI klUHV, midof tin* tlMiar oj ':"!, 1 aaii s i at liodral* 
ihit for sorno ivaNon it didn't Mmm o' . ilo m three 
solid Inmin waiting for ina. hut *-ho di Ind i.to.na Sk 
had found him out, jirrlnip/. r And a //* an. a v ; *' 

** Ferlmps/* stul Ihra ilia. Ini' \ra*/r V( i v l-av. 

Again ho raisoil Ins yja/o to In ^ tip* •. 

** \Xv will liavo tlio t’tid *4 i!o' /t /v pt ' .-'uflvA he 
said ; and doliherah ly tmnod hi^ h ll Imnd m i/jihuiin 


m 


Tim, nsn tO' tiir. s'imiiv 

A mnsiral soitA* was to fo!h*w that intinaiiin.iWe 
dinner, aiul for a lime ErKeilly w.n^ om uiumI in liftpiiig 
Lady Raimld In reeetvr the afin ilitimi isie-do She 
longed to eseape hoh#re the roiilingiiil fioni iho dining- 
room arriveii iijisiairs, bill she leahM'd the me 

possibility of llm ■ Her slrpiiiiiitirr Horiiinl Ui waul her 
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r\' ’-’R*' she found herself free, 

ymmi 1 * i H .0 : i ;i ; ■: -r:irf,'l at: her elbow. 

* li\\\i m:'''-’ 'Oib^'. -euirriit'tl iip(>n him without pity* 
ih, :i ^ ■'■/' ' h>' ' i’ v»* dropped iny fan in the 

O'M '::i ^ eo Ute st.urs. Would you be sa 


lir .i. 

1 

i!nt u- ' ’ ■ 

S'!lt * 1 ' i' ' I ‘ ‘ 

"M 

j|,-.r Srtl.' i! 

iRi :■! 
(iioii/:" i 

!'•» 

titiuk ho ■ 

1 ;“V. 1 

iR’ • O'-'O! . e 
if. '/ti i-'Jslv 

hi h!: O. 

lif r »M,' •■ ' 

h o.d 
duoj /w. ' 

'ihrt ^ VO. . ‘ : 

br. v-h" ‘ 
irin * :oM. 
lit he I ?. h.o' 
llee.ul. r 

ivh i 


h ’o!M‘etin,e htu of treachery; and 

. ; : I i -e i h i i a t H a I la y conS(*r vatory behind 
. r uidv rffuata Site could but hope 
!'i '..ai ijer rriii'r tliitlier. iltn' neexl for 

. ! 'v, . I. : , i : I f ^ ' I'l : ■.« a Sh « ' U •! t. I'l (,*rs(*l f physically 
ip,;’, tl!»' iOowd in the inusioroorn any 
,.i j; r’P.'hiie; idinrd,;, nf tl'u‘ piano covered 
iii:‘ Mien, !.jrt ■■■'.rli ‘U»j'ily in, and sank into 
1 h’"' hi ^ o phe'-f fi Hit. lined. 

. . , .1 • » uf euuiiietini:;' emotions. Anger, 

' , I id iC; iluidU iirainr (vxidt.ati()n foiight 
h ■ I a r t rv. >lie loMgt'd It) be rational, to 
/ ! . : ■ e, I ! q met! V a n d i m |">ar t ia.l 1 y , and 
. ar'.'j It. ]\n\ Iter ino:4 iletermined efforts 
id,.:- i'oa'>o di-Cnrlv’d lier. She felt as if 
d,,ev:;eM'na;:: upon \\vi‘ brain. Yet when 
* lie'* nnrx|iectetl silence was almost 

„• .«• that ensued, tlie door behind 

/,di • -am>'h'd. 

fdr . e.. ’ nt f!e' lo’V in tlie Itu'-k, and turned 
a. Ihu tie* uurds liii’d on her lips, for 
0 :a ravmm, rroolnie face that silenced 
. .ot:- ‘U.ilrulv In'eathless and quivering 
,i , '/ri'* !..ei tliat iiay on the down when 

; h-: pCm aniV'., 

■ ‘i'p- h.-v, e.nd dirupped It into lier lap. 

, . .dA Of* p.ud/m the quiet voice, half 
.M ' w.t ,, tlcil she had ciune to know so 
’ ...n'- Vrsavid by the infant with the 


' hi. . .. .,..1 4;' ::! iu b-T vh.tii. What could she 

Y'vPl '' h- -c !, .ifti'f a nuiincnt. “ Ihc end of 

tlis‘ C' 4 'V I .. It ”a : pf ■-a Vet f 
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Slieslioiik Iter hr^atl (.luiti!>tv. « ‘uiiiai -U , Ifte tlimbbing 
an,^<*rhail hii herlirart at iiuit* sMUiiti * iflii ; voice, 
nowait'**! fur alnait thjvt* aa! lian Ln^ It iiiiietly 

cluwn bt‘sid>‘ Itor. 

“Say,” drawba!, “ 1 idiel »»! Id.r bbuinltl Altbey, 

swerthr.ut. W'ieahin't it ai» »■ t** ^ ;u \u\ ,,tir lumey- 

iiaHHi tliore ? lb.* \ar«:i tluak de‘V wedd bl n , t ** ile 
laiil his hand huih <‘f h* i . Wiaddiit it be 

|a«Ht ?” he sahi aritllv, *' ! sliMnld fhinl; llim! Wimld 
he* roMin fnr Uven ell, '.w»'*'thea,il r “ 

Willt a!i eilHi’t die snnyht to \ufh'.taUi| litHi htdiirc he 
whullv ilMutiuated her. 

** And evtiv iHW wtl! rail it a m.ni.ry j/e t anv^aiife f » 
“lad theni!” he aiieunid. v. itli •aj pi*- .(mI in- 
dilferenee. “ ! ret'knu \vr ehall tiave fhr laiiejt. Ihit 
it isn't st» tittu-atah ktaav. Aneiean* aluavs fall 
in Itivt* at first Nieht.” 

Ih* was tiiiarisvveralde. tie usta enMnae. She 
inarvtdled that sin* eajuld Itave i-vei' »‘'Vei'i ,t!!rnt|it,ed to 
resist him. 

With IX sndiinn iremnlrais lanyii, tMiiyltl his hand 

to her, iieddinit it Iasi, 

’* N‘»t Ann.ileans milv ’ sin:* ’'-.eni. Aani swiftly, 
passionately, site iient anel pn-sse^4 Inn" Itjes lia the red, 
searetl sear ypan ln..i' heia/s 
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And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the 
sun ; and power was given unto him to , scorch men 
witli fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and 
blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over 
these plagues; and they repented not to give Him 

glory.* ^ . 

The droning voice quivered and fell silent. Within 
the hospital tent, only the buzz of flies innumeraWe 
was audible. Without, there sounded near at hand the 
squeak of a sentry* s boots, and in the distance the clatter 


of the camp. . ^ 

The man who lay dying was m a remote and quite 
detached sense aware of these things, but his fevered 
imagination had carried him beyond. He watched, ^ 
it were, the glowing pictures that c^e and 
furnace of pain. These httle_ details to him 
the distant humming of the sp™g-wheel of toe ^ 
which he was drawing ever farther and farther away. 
They did not touch that, inner • consciousness with 

which he saw his visions. ^ .uomiv on the 

Now and then he turned his head sharply on to 
pillow, as an alien might turn at the "owd f a toihar 
voice but always, after hstemng mtently, it came oacK 
to its’ old position, and the man’s restless eyes rtomed 
«P m the teet cenv^ through .h,ch 

furtively, hiscinated but uneasy 

soldier of the simple J Ups startled 

dying man wo^d 
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i‘at iriH r ! 

1 !u' 

VVt 

r ( 

h;i 

id. nr 1.; 

•■.imn,;: • 

i' 'f turn ill lhat 

infenu) oi ^aun 

anna 


fh 

‘ ll : 

mvrd in 

■■ h-.4- L 

lha.| sr.vrrliuig 


spi>t ui in !jis ^i-vA i"54i^mi* 4 iirr|) ia 

his throat tlu.'* ni.in mv* ian4 iir-u : 

ii.iirh* a, iniiitsu* fh" a 

UOUI, h-’Vrl t'Vni --ti'Si lie nv tia* 

strii'kfu tif’Uir i>a li'a.- lirh, jsil ohi '.v fh ■ t 4 

il5\! op a httlt‘ l!4 h.si I'v I 4 ' Ui>»;!,s!|y 

wouudrti ** uf tins m>m tHi hr. hao tliere 

was luOluoft in Im ai.uavrr i-, » hi^ h,rl no 

IuT liuu 

** i’H*t ahvMht-r ri!h.a\X h« %.u i !'• th : orvr i-s-ifily. 
And to Ih** ilviiii,: fu.m ; *’ ih./ ,*4: ‘ah -.au i. a uf 
your oVtan I Sv4 }t i, hk4:r:.-n.ar: '* '^4 ‘ 

" ihirst’. thr ’‘<ua * '* !■...* .* -t hp rs, .p 1. *’ haiih. 

you aiva IH4 aiiuuk r 

I'hr ryo-t o! Ihr \hmtv: y.i U ■ la \t ^''•4 ,u;ui'ii 

thu do{:i4U’'s tar?.* ,,inxiMU.4\. i.;'-. ^ »*, ^aaair'i ,% dniik. 
He tliirsli'd frMir, tUr t\ p*!, , ha luiaw 

thiU'o war i;m v*at t to hr had i h yl h i I » a vii 
oil* liours !>rforr, 

** Xo/* thr ilotUnj 'riid *' 1 ' .ohf . I ‘4“ l! 

yet, !ly are! hv, prdoip''. 

** Hy and hy!"' Thnr a dO'-oli'nl '-.ami like 

laui4hit*r ill t!ir hi,i4*v %uu r. 

I’he dociar Ull a iV'tUaiuiua h u I »ri th-" uriu' . ihrsi 
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i6l 

'MIu'E ! ‘5' lHWt‘r txme, Ifs this sort 

jiliiji * tl; i! 11 * ’V. . vEii.u ,i iVllnw is made of,. All these 
|mmc t < lahlrtii. But you, Ford, you are 

e:'. ' 1” ^ vou to help pi.e—to 

tli,' f 

* • |{ X 4 1 1 1 p ‘ ’ M 4 n : i 1 1 ‘ ’E ' A queer ligli t danced like 
iijurkm,: Ihu’d’s eyes, and again he 

a:/. *■' kioe; hiUf-r la.ugh. ’* Pve been made 

^ ! ,f‘i lav liU''/* in* said. Pve sonietimes 
u 7. ; , v/a V 1 ue- 1 eiviitaal for. Ah, thanks I 
iH 4 'ii 4 O' ai iMua, as tJu* doetof raised him on^ 
'v;. \ke</ie ,i hriek, sir! Sit clown a 
uiiiUt»%v. 1,1 •‘U ' \ uau! tidk to you/* 

‘ *'iu, 1 ' .a, 4 , hi . ii.iud on the wounded man’s 

i H-firr;’' .fail'd Slid. “ Ki.'i..’p it there. And 
it'it' 4 i rsv*,". ITn a. little world, isn’t it ? I 
riiu*iii!"a' d. aoi vein w«..mldu’t know me. You 

ftvre 0U4 * ha liiahfa -i... and I was always more or less 

of U!) f.u fdivs e. 01. Em vmuMI remember Rotherby, the 
ajitaiu » 4 ' Eie 01 . 4 fh-ven f A hue chap that. He’s 

fltOt! lilOV, e.ii ;■ '* 

*’ V»s/* ’‘h.-’ d^ *» t**s ’*aid, " lvullii.U‘by“h-» dead.” 

11 ,; \%,t. iM-haop uifii an inteui scrutiny at the scarred 
and liasei., !a»*’ an ilie pillow, lie had 'fclt^ from 
lji,, j^j.l ;! p dia. v m wa . iio uidlUiiry ranker. 'Yet till 
tltai ie*‘Oi A H h »■ I ic's j os ( uro'sl to him that they 

IlljPlil ho, ■ 0 7 I lb i-uv , ■ , . . . 

••1 ilv, e, , idad Ih.fbetbv” tlie husKV voice went 
- If,. , a El ! !l and he didn’t d,unk much of 
$111, ill fiv. I»4t \ Oil \ mu and he were fiiends, weien t 

you f “ 

“ i'di a I luv 
Iherv ua. I 
null who ho * 1 * 

" Nt I . It d i 

wlrii y»»u * lor 
I %m a gMMfl »! 
it jelly go4»d 
was, Ami I ti 
tew he was a 


A Ills' d«n tor 4 ahl. ” It didn’t last.” 
r-ir! Ill hi-. \»ds'e -ahe keen regret of a 
< a a I hum, 1 m valued. 

!„■» l.i.i;’ S'-'-ia •“ I rcnunnpx 

I.. 1 .1 1, nil tlu'othiT way round ? 

d hint ill tliosi; daysi. I thought him 
ll-.w, nil I iouiu! out svhat a scoundrel he 
,d .1 vdt feeling for him even then. You 
■.o.mwlia.UWn’tyou?” 
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“ Yt‘S* 1 ^ ^ ^ 

TIu* iluctor N];n:*ke ivlniijuilv. far kM.pitaltent 

!ha hilrat ja'nv \Vi..?nuik.’*l luru, tla* 'ifiniia! atuinsplK*!*^ 
tl'ia a!! wtiT Iimiu hi» iaa* i \t im. llewa 

!iH,^kin,a^ with -iHiaif** ,il ihv picturtj 

tliat aiva>!i>r*.l Ua* uhm ai la- .-itit- 
“ ll(‘ \K,v:^ r’MinpariW Yu y th‘‘ a voice 
want utL ’* nm lia \uiA hi ■ Ina^ 1; ia au-a! . ! huiuT 

kuuw him avi wail in tin* thi\ ■» wii n \aii .mh hi* wa^'c 
iriamh/^ , , i * 

“ XiH' I A tlw ^lutiar ' tail -wiiy ila yiiii want 


m »arai! . ! huinT 

n van .mh lu* were 


talk uf him r ' , , . » 

A,itaiu Im wan .aaivhim* th*’ !.u - .if hi. i !*- with |^n*ave 
iuumsitv. It diA imt *.aiiu in !uni fli *f lla > man could 
(*vor have bi'au ui the vot tliii In linn! KnihtTby 
wamhi Imvo canal In ahimt !m imin. nl iiilinuicy. 
Ruthii'hV ■ aiutcvitlmlainhiia hm -U. . limd ken. 


{astiiliinn in manv vwn 
'I’ln* mmvvi'v normi.al tn niak>' tin* in.tllfi' mim eonv 


pivhmisihha . , * 

•' I w.iH witli him when he 4n;hh ttm iii,:ii'i It 

wan in jvia! nnvli an inlhiiii* ua ihn*, We wi.i t* alone 
ta'ipethi'iv lt.H.dhna fur m tEe All -f i -hi.tii ilcsnt* 

WVhhluA tunl n. tlirnmii it w.e, fluua ufaintaaii-; uf it. 
Tim water nave mil. We 4 Ye la n 4laUl mild 
I'wtni. Thai was huw K?*th«ihv » atnr lu 4ie, He 
liacliTt umeh tu hve fmy ai44 !i*' laat}!*; lu tlie, any- 

how. A queer ehaju In* w.e.. Ih^ ami wile never 
liveil tngethei after llm Mri.iYi * aimn,^ an4 he li»wt tn leave 
the cmiutry. iVihap-. v*ai kiewv f '* 

** YiS** the 4oelm saui ae ntt, ** ! kmaw 
Ford moved hm In-ad n ab-s .lv 
** Tim thmmht of het nv4 in \waiv him in the mi;m, 
he said. “ Tve kmavn him he no lean . ie»t ’detpiiig, 
just stating up at the slat'*, ainl tliinlana,. lhiiikiii|. 
Ike symt'linie^ ihaiiglil llial lie* wio’.i on earth 

carTt equal llial, You know, afiei he warn dead, Ik) 
fmind her minialure im him *a tliiin; iti a Kold ra«, 
with their names rngravrd iinide. Ih" m-eal !*i wear it 
round his neck like a cliariii. It lliff 

identified him— that ami hh ami i^iie or tw 
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'• I . .K, 

i..vi»n r.i 

A l.i-: 

* * 

|Ui‘^ 

>u 
- \ 
t!i*' ^ 

K.i!U>E 

ih* ^ 

•' Vr' 

*• tv ■» 

wh'» ■'■* 

|;7lV '■'*! 

til - : , 

i 

thill L vw 

luv.'t .t .: 

'■ 1 t!t I 
Illr V I • '•'• 

.iu4 Km<5<> 


ra t;it' tlsu", ;h ! \v;v.i, I had the grace not to rob 
lav ..'tit iiia things to his wife. I’ve often 
; 'a- li: ! with thi'in.” 

; 'll tail said tlu* doctoi quietly. “She 
a ail av, h' V ■•rvati.st treasures.’’ 

i .'iMpiv HU his pillows, and stifled an 

. -a p ini. 


;i , ,,v ii ! aill, Ihen ? ’’ he said. 

. ; :a ' w;! the dueiov answered. 

■ t I'.i.avad his words. The wounded 
"i ■ V, nil I I'W', and drawn brows. He 

, , siu. . 1 ,. vs.iu; Ilf everything save physical 

h ;i!» If a'-'-ni-'d til reeuvev himself, and looked up. 

you are. Montagu Durant, 
.1 to licforo she married 


I iW 


,’ 1 - 


V» 4 - 


♦ 1 (t 

Iv 4 : i. ” 1 •iiii Mrfnlagvi Durant/* 

, !,t\ tiiruii/' !*h»nl wi'Ut on. ''The chap 
^ Y'i !uui !lir«;nit.;h thick and thin— to be be- 
^iir rUil 1 kiHHv all abuut you, you see, 
»'i A 1,1 :/t i*l.u 'mI ud* yt‘t/* 


at 






Durant said. 


‘ I don*t 
You will 


, i lair'.v fith athcr very well. 

:.D^ uha vnu are/’ , 

’a, ■ ..lid Fmd. "No, you never knew 
q ii w.t* alwav.s vou iind Rotherby, you 
i',.., s ..n never Inukvd at any one else, till 
• ' V.u .Ii V when he gut kicked out. les, 

1 i.up ■.ndi. ■■ 1 was a 'Varsity man too. 


th.ii lutt 

I’.v.v huw to hit a houmlary as well as a.ny 
Hi.' .V ■ S’. A le-v. i furgave hi.n, I ^oppose, for marrying 

'Mill rill 


} 


,1 . . i.,u„< and the fevered eyes sought 

Ihu nt' . a;/' lu- .tuiwin-inune at length very Slow^^^ 

t li-iV* f>Oi! 


nvtii hm** butaut said, li ht had 

stm !. u. tM .uid m.idi- h''/‘‘u!*’^V.ut did Rotherby ever 
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Uh- jil ccunmiiiiL Vfi. yr)ii krttnv, hr i%U'rd tnr hrrinthe 
l.Hl* !'lLM'k-‘na,ri! aa hv wiia. ia.' « aitr4 h* r in la* hrart 
ri:Et up tn hi . hrath, I i U } *ni I \%a . \u!h hua, auh I 
kih»w.” 

1luav wa'. sliM.;:,: in i la ** lu ila' m.iiL wmhI; 
Uuraut Mtulsl hH ihf i, i\ ^ pul «' h •.]* a:.* q'u\fr 
Uialrr iii » liaiai. Hr k-a.-a'A Uaviaih a Iiiflr, 
i:la*^rlv iut'* fhr iliauu Ka >•. 

i lllilik VmU liavr lauia‘4 rspai.;..;il/ * hr ’■■■ild. Try 

tU ||rt S»*|.i|r i's a /'* 

'* I lia\‘vnh lavr.L** au! Emu!, j •. '* |i 

has htuii* Hi'* i*mm4 !m tuli*. t ?. au l h,r'|p fiiiulau,.; of 
l4*u Kuthriin. !^lv Eiaiu rua . I r... firwaiiauito 
Hor Y«»U liMiuhh* hr|M|>* hr 4|f.!, I I \ r ht h| hava 
iiakrd yriir ha uvmu".., paU \M|| u»*uhlu'r hau- ivru 
it to lliui. I »UppM:,f» f Y Mli will ipnrl |M|.a\r IjUa m 
ytlur hraU r '* 

I hr aiinwri' ilitl liut at mim-.o, i liir.iut 

was Irowiiirii* a litflr thr IrMwu ui ,% iu„ii:i wEiio la'ics 
tu falhoiii lih*. uwn '■»'» o i uopul , 

'* f think/* hr -.aul at la a, " that if t liasl j.riai hiia 
Jttiil hr hah aakrti fur It. I sllMtihl laal li'.tiT' |'r|U:a,:ij luy 
for|*iVriirss/* 

Nil our rvrf O'hr.r.i lUaliiahv .iiiVihiU;:/* '-nul Ihr 
dying iiiaii, with a riiUMU'% halt iwi ^t ni his 

llioillll Itmlvr ita daik iOmu .t,u hr. 

** Exrrpt voiuwrll/* IhiiaUl hitiu aliiSut 

involuiitaril}*. 

Again Ihr wamlrrtug* uiiraHV rvi'^ amoAit In*. You 
mean -4hal drain id wahi/* loml %m\ wnh a tMi.h 1 ^ k 
of shaiiH! or rtnuor.sr. ** Vr;i» %t\ iitir UiOlirtlr,' deiiTt 
have that. Hut it. didi/t make ain^ \mu 

know, lie was guing to 4n% And the tiuu;: mimi 
before the tlrath eh, dorftir f '* 

Durant did not ijuiir ntidrr^liiinl Im lufr*, !.in lit; 
stiilereti Itir Wiiids to go inii iiallriigr-d, |ir wa\ mt 
there to disciM the higher nwrahly %vtili a dvnr.: inaiL 
Moreover, he knew lluit Ihc b.w*e siirntiHii oi wwirr 
was a liny ti»iliirr |y him, it m lie iiuglit 

iie sat a little hnigrr, ilini fm$ to go, He lainard 
that there wm a shade d dmul llib 
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itan,^ "'it* 
nan ill 
Ini' ;> 


iU" 



tutir n\ 

Iff WE. 


iiiiniui* ’J 

As h- 
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iEyv.- In he y4.iiTering what no other' 
uM liii.vn »'H.ihin.'d in silence. 
w::E.i Ilf stnp|HMi to catch a few, low- 

N i i rriv.iti! i'ord, with husky self- 
i . dark or only moonlight — a 
:i d iv/rfii the lines and crawl down 

I .-Ef w.ijfi' for - the cluklren.’' 

m ^ :U!!. Id Irani saw; and his pity 

d ■ i 'I ' ; I if ’ rli a| ss / ' 1 i.e answered gciitl y . 
. Iir htxud again tlie droning, un- 


CiniM'r'UE \ 

*'And 
with t'd*' 

Eli. >a!ii5 e; 

I avt* I Oi' ‘ ' 
w!n;tlir 

kirt'. k'’ 

lluf, IM a.;, ! 

liu: 10^ w ' 

#1 

>!«E,wtV 1 
e; d ' i i I 

titoulde 

iu-i !)''» ;i ‘'’a 
'\h'v ■'" 

If, Ulh h 
n-it k*'‘ 

|vt|r*;,l Ci 
A 4 l.' eoi ' 
4 kuak. 
slowfii w i 1 
kro! fke k 
ts'tilnw k’d, 


1 vv.i > evfii nntu Ikun to scorch men 
t lUlii wr-io sr.MirluMl -•■■-•^\vith great heat. 

1 il { , t ! \v . 1 1 r r y ‘SI 1 li a ve 1 1 i e re ? Q nick I 
it i'iifwv is imne ? Unni why the— 
iloir raJUA' an .ilnaipt pause; then a 
:;!a' t!jat was like ilie crackling of flame 
I twiEW. “Ain I forgot. I mustn’t 
. vi lie* Example to these children. 
Is.' .oie! die ilirw ! ” 

: ■< d ii .d’tor all it had l)een a kindness 
Murii Uiat had begun to forget. 

^ "He 


dav won* away, till evening 
of ra^irs-nus colouring upon the 
V. d ’ -nE-.E. and the band of men that 


d aa,d rtu nii by a wily enemy. 

: v.v* irled. Hourly tliey expected 
, ad bv a «rMre id waninded, it was 
i::i :u birak thnmgh the thickly 
a - t^d, \nd thev hati no water, 
rd bwaWi and duggisln not more than 


kd'aw th«‘ camp, But tluit same 
i ’ d, mu I he faHlicf side by a long» black 
/ *h t d iHi ih nre upon any man who 
' ,;r. PtUtsHi tl«: roaH that protected 


t!n‘< .Ulip 

U liM i-.-u at 
ucA'd.t * a t ‘a ' Hill’ 


‘.-iiintiHi ikKiiin iuul again, for the 
it 4 kviiti lU'Spei'utc. IMit each effort 
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hr.il been dHasirntH. arid a! U-t an nj,}, r irul 
lArth that im man vva.:. "^e Iiiiu !: a, tu this 

deadly risk. 

So," sili'Ut l'>eliind flair ne !;y'. a* vaah the 
hespiial tent in tlieir niila, ih.' h i-a.' had to 

(‘lulure the situataenu w.irne.t v.nn a d,. . >ij'*dieiice 
for the ennuJid tie u M.^naee'» u!i* luit be 

fa,r UAva.v. 

Kr*,da! the l>4. t!r‘ ^ *ni a’lL ear e ri uiul 

gnUl ; and ni’dit Jia:ur.:e a.e,;.- /.a , :a:;ee» prrad 

H\'er a t‘leutile-i,‘«t >»ky. .a, t’a; Kan-,! '.*‘1 lit'luiul 

tleiisi* htres! tre*"., aiel •■a-d a an. a. na- ladaance 
evti"\‘w!ai'e, fhi* leait d.id t!»a -* m nt \ ay by a 

In’eath. 

A rs'eat rt'Stb'eana.s v-pa-a. ; i;'..- a u -- jlanuaji the 
ln)hphai tent. Hen wala-'l baa., * -a'^hd Imnher, 
cryitif^ altnnl like ehihheta | in:a'ea, aaa : tsaaely, for 

'fhe durter Went ftein ea.a‘ let a,:.' ah !. !eaiau!iiig, 
Si>et!iin|.p reas-auraip Hi-* ira-a-e'-ie. r * It (it folt, 

ami qtdet returned; but it w.a- a, »ya * fh.ei h*dd no 
pemre ; it was the ‘ df uf r;;nr'|a.r;d ‘d a-iOiV tlial 

was to oven euma 

Again ami aqaiu thnea/li tie- uavdna heiiis tlie 
bitter protest broke out afn !*, hue t!, n\ of souh 
in timnent. ihie or two bMuae* aair,e., an! Inui 
to be ft»reiblv reatraimd toeu tiu a , ! alls ui t^eaidl 

of that wliieh alone eould -.Uh tie 0‘:ie;5) 

Durant was too fullv om tion d wifli lie hiving 
patients tif his to -epaie .o*r .on: feel !■ * t!- bed a 
tluj far i:i>rnr*r on whn h tie \ U d 1 od tie one u, m wlnw 
injuries wn-re moa.ib it hr ile-a -Kt »d tb ■ u* ui al all 
it was to reileet. that he wu - podrddv d' e, I 
But at last a youmt o!!e^ i rnieod !h< e.*, tlaiig iriii 
and touched him on file '.hotil-ba, 

*'* Chin you tome outside ,11 tea Ur II I • VMiih r u.ildeih’ 

he said, 

Dimmt turiiied foun a man wlm uas b n ; » \li.itidrc 

and barely cimscious. toid up he* * ee i t-il-UMl bin 
out. He did just glance at He* b* d in Ue ^ msuu .isle 
went* but he saw m inovnnrni Hu ir, 



'nil*: i:{.XA.M.rLE 167 

llis abruptly as they^ 


envi'f!’ 'i 

•' A 

['ill, ’’ 
srrA “■'•■ 

'■\V,!'. 

j-jlifult 
tlv * 

T!r‘ \' 

- ih • 

" Yt’'t ’ 

•' \\1- 
" 'll, ■ ; 1 IM 

|iii!i\' ■'■' ■ •'■' 

i:/!i-M' - 

. t t I , . , - 

... ^ 

lA, .t i-l 

•' i.M'.a , ■' 

IllipH . :bV'‘ ’ 

’• illu ri'"' 

kliiWS 'r ’ 


, li - al'l. “ There’s a water-bag quite 
, , s.r i!,.i • \uM\v beggars in there. Better 
,5 r*. • M-:! 1 iV.r ii/’ 

t ’ e!‘l ieiu.uit sharply, as if the news were 
) h iSV's i Ih‘u, reeuveriug himself : “Tell 
^ ^ ..a r I e;urt spare a.n orderly.” 

, s • r »*s,m«rr'tl, and hurried him on. 

.Pag i /luvathing Ids last,” he said, 
p :.i;n ,iuv '.nul, hut he wants you.” 

; P I lie* dr>«.:ti)r. 

, n^ird thi‘ water— Ford. He was 
*vle a he staiiril. He crawled every 
hi. stonau h. and back again, drag- 
. ilraven knows how he did it ! 


' Ford ? 


th«' ihH ir«r '--aid incredulously. 

||,,..V <U«I Im :»el a.wa,v ? ” 

. vwi*d thrnugli somehow; Heaven only 
"Thit he’s done now, poor beggar— 
n ■! l i'-t. W'a h*''t Ibrn into shelter, but we 

In* vra/;wn su<:h agony. “ 

Cnaldr. i ‘ . 1 f KrnL'pn into a 


Sir ig'gaie, * v .-v-i....... - 

H lit'd tln'in ; and he, kneeling, 

•'■■I'l- tU'* >»'.■" talked 

e,u ,.! Ihc friend who had played 

. V him; iii a dreadful twisted 
',lu.«l4aiued Irandages, resting 
I s.iw ih.it he still lived, aiid 


The e;HM, . 

.i ?, *aie.;*pr,H 

fra. T h'- ^ 

iri!hi ted * 

ill 0 po 

hUh hi c* r 4 

.. !i * V' 

i.tuud m ^ 

’ ‘ p- '■ ' 

W$?h i.i'n la 

!h‘ .iton'u 

hit.* 1 d 


Ur 

♦•rv " 

h-aiC n 

. -h A’gh 

■ii. - , 1 ','1 fc 

nil hi ‘ ‘C . 

\ I.-* ! e»i 

Ill* tr. T 'A 

h/ft ;;«ndic 

pM' If it*;; 


Willi i 1 

Mip 'agh 

lluU-t ‘ 

-U'h 

the W i! ^ 1 


* I’e t h 

,a\e IfHl d 


Ik >'« 


.hhy b‘r«ep tki mortal agony out of 
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lu-. fare*. <»ave yon the slip tiua-/’ la* l.taspocl 
1 )i";( >lH*Vi‘d ordi'Ti-i, too. Eul H d.uOi i itjafhr «\\rfpt 
for OAain|'4t‘. You tiuist ivW tiara, ^ li . iOiL*; I^e^ 
Itavo piivilr^rt^Y 

’* I'fll Irirn hrM tta,vr Itarl fla,' \'.i . tv>i it/’ \viii.,pi:recl 
thr otTua-r iit rotiutiaatd, ovai tlu* di«i 1 ^ 1 ’ , hiaiM. 

Dtiratii i'oinpliod, atul raurjit tho qwu rEaiu that 
sh(»t tip in tha tlyinr, at hts 

Thr itoik wrro uhva\ . lulnr.l liir.* \ut!i 
caiur tlir liii^ky whinpia* “ 1 to tltinl IM scak 
Olynipus, hut- tlu^y laolrd na^ dM^an. !l it iIktEs 

any watrr in spana wlaii it\ i.-Mua on:. 4, 1 1 »» 

hr hrnkr tUl wiUi u main i*: nur h our put 

a tin cup into tlir tlmtoEs Iriud, nal i'»" tr s-i it to the 
parnhnd lips. IhuiI drank in p.o at r;i!r.. aiith as he 
drank, thr uaind a^onv pa-.n! Ih Iro! . o Irod after 
thr drauplit, ami hr lav »putr sttli. 1u , 1 i* !«» tlu^ skv. 

After tin* pashUf^r ul mnnui lir r!,j.m suddmly, 

IUh vnirr was nu Ioni»rr htt‘I.\r last «kai and strong. 
His (‘yes were thn i'Vrs id a man ulu* rs a \i%um. 

“ Jhvr !*' hr said, ** Wh.n a | uis * Iv yatlr ting to 
see mr carry out inv haf ’ M»s/i -itn, \un hllows* 
I know it was a Ihikr a du'-lr d mir ihilrs too. lint 
ifs w!iat I always inranE an*i all nni»*N pootl rkl 
Monty, yelling liiinsrlf btai-r m fir- pniliom And his 
girl" waving, Swrrt gnl, t»«« ho' s- f m thr workk 
I might cut him out Ihnr, Hut I 1 ! Ihii 

not such a hoiimi as ttiat, 1 hough stir*'» tin* mdv wunian 
in the work!, liksss her, lik:srH Iru' * *’ 

He stopped. Durant was hontling ov» 1 hun. !i amiing 
eagerly* as one iingtit leUrn lo i!o* of .m ok|^ 

familiar friemh heanl again aftrr m.inv \r4i‘. 

He did md sjwstk. He *.«rmrd rii.ad to dr*|if! the 
other*s dream. But after a iriomrrir. thr 111.111 in his 
armsmadeasmklein impuDive inov*uiiriit found'* limy 
It was almcBt like a gesitire of iiiirunm, Am! thek 
eyes met. 

There followed a brief silence fliat had in it Muirttiifig 
of strain. Then Ford ullerecl a shaky Itindn 1h^ 
ision had passed. 

*• So--yoti sae— he had lo Me "'-aiiyhow/* he w4 
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ill ar okl Monty ! Tell her— 

! _ 1 »» 

!, \'t for a moment his lips still 
‘Oil him, and spoke at last 

!' i!f e 'nit'S:-;., 

o i " I -f i», <4ii i hap 1 ** 

;.ii :■.» ;s.!j,Avr!- s,ive a. faint, still smile.. 
I"'?. ...‘d ht.*yund his reach, 

* t' * 

il,-- .'int.'vrd force at daybreak,, 
r. *»! tleM'ainpaign eiulccl 

. h.i, pulilihliwl in the 
' ■ l am. (Hut .lined an annovnicement, 
: t,. e • I iy wlm riAid it, to the e.i'fect that 
' '.M a Afiiean Regiment', had sue- 



THH FRIl'Nl) WHO SlOCil) BY 

ANI'^ VHI'I will ' l'Y’B/;bu*I 

Prumisitl’* , , , 

“Of runr'iiB d.it!i.ri.,!-'->4 rr..,-;:/.:' ■. i.ii,ij:it 

ci'y ! '.■" r*; i f!i> ■'■''* --.jI ; I vc? 

I'ht* ^HHini! h{ a Oy. '■ <' ■.-]/; u.-: » .rit'h!*0 in 

tlu‘ siltnift* that ♦! . auP* a :*■. ^ t ul, i , r^anng 

on tin* MM wait attnvr, ’44U»-4 a/**! p 4 ‘ -uiwanls.^ 
ilr mnhl tiiinlv drafi'u tw'*> Y,...„0''' ^ o fin tin;,; in 
the sh.nluw i4 u uia.tt inaaLY.4?'i P-i-'W la'u, Marc? 
than that ha ruuh] ii*4 4ian-, ''a li, fa, ;i vi i» a 4. irk 
ninht : hnt In* knaw lliat ili- ? .la'.ao.':. h ir .iinfiit 
thn aiivl tliat liar l‘na‘ \oi « :n - t n a :-uy i him 

KaahwnR lamsah la l.»a an tntr* h j. In’ 4 m p| i;jf and 
bogaii to walk uvvav 

ih* had iin! itaua a ila/.f'ii v-a^O - I* 4 ' ta-* of 

flying fnnt ranghi ht>attrnnMn. .md Im Inni-I hiOm.ul 
A wmiKiids liglil lu:nia tama/'m' !‘»'h »'t4 hnn •*Im|||^ 
the deseiti’d jiarad**. l!a waiod In' la i a i;as» 

tamp* ■ _ , . . 

She overto*ik him and lied pi a h;.u -kutUMOi .* paiiM*. 
!ie naught a of a pair 1 -- .tnd i m h.ai in wild 

disorder* 

Then she was gone agani ian< ilr* iu,;lt!, inniiiiig 
swiftly. The daiknens rkr.rd aS^-nit bri, -uid hid Int 
from view. 

The man on the parade jo-i.^'d f*a -‘O'-Tal M'enidH, 
then walked hark to hi> uiigimil rrmin; hv t!te 
■ sea-wall, 

The band on the pter was jdaviiig a pmiitv %r!riiicm 

from a canik opera, It came iii gud** of ipuriy. Tlie 
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^vash «‘n‘pt up the beach, was very ': 

|||\'*ii^:.-l n ' vt J **' * ‘ ’ « ‘ -' * • * > ■ . : 

Ih'h'v. . ‘>n iu*’ nil--*! ‘ 4 iin*:T% a man stood alone, staring ; 

. t:;> h. 5 ’ ..: *' . . ruMtinnlcss and absorbed. 

^ t*,,:!.;. r .tl- liHu stnick a match at length 
• t : u - ’O' ili , face was lit up during the 
, thr tafc of a man who had seen a 
uthi and luid not found the experience 
hui;:. Vet, as he looked down upon 
lu'w him, f.iiere was more of compassion 
ii. Tliiire was a glint of humour 

ir-A(l, halfuindandmly humour of a 
.-a-:. i!it,‘ wisdom of all the ages, and 

i-‘ lU It. 

»<• w.i:> a moviinent in the shingle. The 
l ; fma* i am! iivmg itself face downwards 

ii'*' !uu:i'i;u! •noneu 'Hie abandonment of the 

Jlhou'w. -..'U'.;-, ,u.a p-Tluip*^ it was that very 

fiti th.tt 1 nei' » lihahly pathetic, io Lester 

i heveiil l> 000*.^ nil the ‘"‘'a wall, h. appealexl as stiongly 
ii', i:m t'l a « luhl. He glanced over his 
Ihniiidm Hi' ; he t' u a*. »lr .,>nt*d. Tlum he deliberately 
^ , , Am Ml* ^ a e ovrr tin* wall and exclaimed: 

^ * I 1 1 ! '[ I ■ ^ ii it 

U„. i-Mair "H 111.* aiiiiKli; rolled over and sat 

Hnli . 1 " .ii 4 *'|i. v.'ril . 

dii«er w.i’ d dmtOiii paud‘ before a voice replied. 

" llulli. ', t*. it-- 'it*' "■‘■dit > ?” . , .-1 

•' ,1 mV i ! 'a;' '1 to case,’ said Chcveiil. 

" A, ho!’' iVd'." iid 'a" id)!..'. Then the man below 

l... said, "ni sec H I can 

ibn't ' .ml I hfvi-iil pUtely, " 'Ihe steps 

ii"', l 1-.1 iv .!» an ca^V pace and descended to 
Hi* w i ' • ’ , , j iiiutch I'uidcd him to the 

yiluiig nmn tiuie'd Io ln*m 
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it is, * li*- hi'iitl I'Tiiiily. 

'■ Many tliaiiks!’* i lif'Cr:;!, !i\ 

foiiiak'Mly dark , 1 iMMa'-sy »'\y « : tu nt'o 

it aya..iu.'' 

'[lit* nihnr innluasH'l an arkinrvvaHk,yn'iil, and -.IckkI 
prrp;iiaHi to 

('lunanil, !it.nvnVt.i.n ! ni n, .iiMn.d 

lii‘ had nnt r? L«’ii L*’ ^ !■«: tjtdnnn 

A prnltv liit.b‘ pL.i-5*. ii -i;’.!. ‘ I : 

jHMi an- a viaita* hrir hkn , 

“ Tin Iravin;; tMannUnw,” V. .I tn, • niiai authju'r 

I't k tinder. 

I inily raint’ ttris attr: n^ n (n/’ an! « h-v; nl. “Is 
thi'U’ anythin to liv’n' r 

*' riun'tt's thf Si a and, llr' I: 'a- a* I h"' ^'iS'iiJiaj'iiiiji 
told him tan lly nuilnn : ^ 1 

(‘limaail annU-d lannlv Im Ima .* i: ;: f!j-- da.kufsx 
dry min id ttinsr * rant r t h* .4 i ,»*. i,ijt!v. “ I 
dan’t i'njoy smakni,; alMur/* 

lit* was a v\ a i » * . w-i In :■>■* 1 ; :: I* .5 1 * » :■ i =; - 1 1 ' 1 1 ,■ I . 1 1 , " t. • r j 'if; t, - d 
tilt* otii'ty tliat h<’ wttiddi liav^^' mrm-in'-'rv inai, 'ri'r.-d to 

rt,'(n*a'a 

” linnii horn hind a-'l. "'I lira, a th v phm*y:*fl 

through thn sliinajn tuwanl- t'n m i, 

“ Tve livnd horn m-nlv ad ,*4V hn-/* . fir* O'p^Vt 

Andp afinr a imaiirn!, a. n fa^ * <*, . 1 ; ' u-»nll not 
bn n*pn*HSnd : “ I'm liovn; : ;,hw Im* » * 4 /* 

Alir* said i'hvwnl '.v.,apnfwf: 1 a. “ lt'7. pivtiy 
iMiasily whnn von umio la inni ^ 00 . 14" dHii" ly anii 

1 know/; 

lt4 infnnuit/* sa»d tin* m?1v i nh* ».a 5v. an 1 i l.rainii 

intfisilcmnn 

** (oHUg abroad ? ** t h»^v.<ai! Vi nf?ii"d 1 ^*^. n.r|\n 
Yi*s» tiiiing to tin* Olh* ? '.ah" *4 t,r 
Snrhuo-HS had givnii phnr lu d,. p-. ..nai m th 
voice, Sympalliy, nl\ml {imoi an imkuMwn «|tiaurr, 
movi»d him to couhdtmrm *' |;ii! n mil that I san*d/’ 
bo sakl, a moment lat^m I 4iMii!d h- i» ady ruuii^ti 
to clear out if it weren't for soinr mo 1 i.v : ' 

7 ** A woman* I suppose } ** rhfveiil %asf! 

He was aware llial Uk € 0 ii*p.iiiioii giauei’d at him 
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h and knew that he was 

; .p' ='trrl ni r;ivr‘S(:lrt)pping. 

-v: r.indour, the answer came : 
el i ni rn tcx Slie has got to stay 

! ! '■* ‘Itu.' i i'hux’’ 

r’h ri-rtp silrntly upon his lower lip. 

ni t tinngs jie knew, 

: : 1; hf 1 . t hrfi ^ ’* Ipi said, after a pause. 

< . t lie 1‘iHiise 1 the boy answered. 

!; ! s [f.'p rn irtf US. They arc all dead 
• i lii*' nthnr frlltnv will be on the spot. 

' h-' I bill he means to. And her 

p piv inp;n linr tt» ai’cept him when he 
"p n ib*v Will! He is Cheveril, the 
1,1 ims I liiivi* lueudof him. Everyone 

u VP'h.” /'.libl I iMA'vvil. 

[p; t b t, ]ihinged on recklessly 

P'- ,l Isiiir" .luiinal with a squinti' 

'h-vv Ip- ■^■^^furalrd/’ Cheveril remarked into 
" ^mvlusw, they can’t make her 

: Wel. 

V ! lunsfd the other hercely. "I 
..n t ,il! it. tliiii. 'I hi'y can make her 
ir that ;.hc will have to give 

a«,iv Ill’ll! Ihcm. It's perfectly 
M,. •, V,:',' .!«• il. I kninv they will do it. 
;:i ' >1 1*1 t.uul by her.” 

.et ■' ,i;il I hi-\> til. 

1,, llv ;■ .1' h-' *l ihe water. The msh and 
•.imiething solemn in their 
of a sjilendid symphony. 
mdiLnnmt voice at his side 


laid. '■ I have never had a 
jn..t iind a berth in India 
1 pM'.idtly hope to support a 
r-t. Au«i mi'anwhilc-" mcan- 


ruai. .It'll h-.S up !» Mleawing foam almost to that 


Til 


t -- e . 

Till'- n ■' '■ '■ 
ay,,; Cl" ■ 

Ciie*i .e li ri- 
l‘hrv./:'JC 5 ' 

[his a! • V. .! ^ 
Vm; I ' 

" t ill, ' ii — ” 
'Hr.! !h ! 

ppiepe I.'.’', '■ 

IP 1 ..I I. ! ;■ i 
jil'ipir V. :!i ! 

i'lf:.. "! 

iiiilliiiuar. I . 

I'i". ’* 

Wtp,j.,v. !n! 

"N, .ill 
..." all us. P ! 

" 1 liidi!'! !. 
Shr (iltl ii!'*' - 
tli,in'V a MU’ ' 

" I ,ui l ! i - 
tii.u’l 1.1 MV. 
liP Ml j'l-' ;!i*. 
Ill, ll If i ■ ‘'i 
ijj.iifli ; In: 
ill!' Irr .. ' a 

•• Pv. pf 
liliv lU’d 


qiTfi Cl 


Leesn|,ii h 

1- til- d:*'n 

ik<\ru| !:r e 

ll !i: ■ yem h, 

iib’ * n' Hi 

:e‘!f t !er,i|;r 


!: 1 ib-^ " it 

dill-' Cb ■ 

1 liM 

ifTtnl In t-,/ 

^ ^ b-* 1 t .m 

hi :v.n 

1 V'eT-. 4t h' 

ibjiib 
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fret. The yniini'i-r ninn h.ti 5. ; hut 

remained tnetiniiles;... liis fai-e tu th>' :-.ui:l;u,; waitt. 

piiile ^ndiienlv at leiiuth Im tmuipi, a, a man whose 
luiuil liiade nj>, and heiutn tu w.i!u haek Im the dimly 
liglileil p.’U'ade, lii! inai. h.'d -.tiai-ht lip the shinffle, 
as if with a definite pnipi> .■ in view, and immuted the 
riekely imn ladder ti> tlf paveim ut. 

His eiiiiipaniuii fu!linv>d. tun .di-utlied hv hi. tiouble 
to feel any etirin.ilv lepanlne; ih- ti.in’,. ;- tu whom 
he had pumed it I'li:, 

Viider a tlanti.,' ipe. l.iinp. I hev. ;d 1 ti'l. 

'• l)(t yuu liiiiid teiliiij; itie y.im i ti e' i- ” he said 
ahtupllv. 

That' loused the IxiV sln-liilv. " Mv name B Wil- 
>Ovvl)y,'‘ he answered " jane ■ \\ ilhnv !e. 

lie luuked at t Iteveril with ,t dawiime WMiuler. and 
the latlei' uttered a '-ie-if, I'Uin latn-li, Ihe light 
streamed full upon hts fa. > . 

" You know sue well, don't Ir said, "by 

sight ? " 

Young Witlowhy eoe a •: .• t,ni au.l turned 

Crinisttn. lie olteii d la itle r ap.-l.' le.i < *,i U‘.e. 

" 1 like you for Unit," < lea - id e..!, att. i ,i mnineut, 
*' Can yon'lning yonmelt to ■dial*' hand . i' " 

Ihere was u'nini.takahle fte telhie -■ in hi. tone, and 
Wilhrtvhy responded to it pioiupilv, !h was a sports- 
man at iieiU't, however Iw utinld lail a,l eiu mu i.uire. 

As tlieir hands met, he h<.ik" d up with .i *pieer mirth- 
less sniile. 

" 1 hojH- you are goiiig to l«; ipaid to In-t." h*- -..ud, 

" 1 am going to lie got«l ti» you buth," s.nd Le,stei 
Choveril quietly. 

In the silence th.it {ol!i*vv< d he. woid-., t h>' h.tud on tin 
pier became amlihle on .a ■ udd< u pu.t "( wtivl, Itwai 
gaily jiggitig out the tune of '* Ihe toii I lift Ifciiinc 
Me.’’ 

• • • * • 

“What ft secluded corner, Mm lludoid! May! 
join you ? '• 
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0 , up wUli a start of dismay 
1. I .r.i ill ilie world witli whom she 
* ,o! ht* was dining at her father’s 
.M w*H rufnse. ' Reluctantly she 
1 -Si lit'r kiisrs 

V, - ' pl.ivitig bridge,” she said, in a 
k W !i vrld. 

‘ r’;. .All si her with shrewd, kindly 

; V. i . fn-i inti-nt u|)on making her 

, a*n. 

, 0- »!i-- biiliiird-room ? ” she said. 

■ l n 'S. 

. ■ Iv to talk to you,” he said. 


« I'i, 

^ilr I 

*i!r; tar. ' 
,aai -‘e 
In'r.iL 

th«a. 

rh '..ill 
Anvu w i 
wiikk, 

1 1 * ‘ 

i.ii'i', -I'' 

■’1 ■ ■ 

Si>-v. •, 

l!li- !' ' 

lU i 

inliT.*’. 1 
h. 4 ..i ' 
av.til !i> ' 
with n 

linilil' ' 
I'lSlt » 

■li.if • 
I'.ni*' ! 

•• I ,>■. 

liiU'i 
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i.ia i> 


A \ 


tried to appear 
,;, ais iv.v, IhiiininiiL; tumultuously. 

S i I,l,,p'i‘.e, slli: knew — she kiicw ) 
!.,v hisu. (elt thsit she would 
s. .li .lv if he pressed his suit just 

..,.r‘rird in no hurry. He »t 
‘l ('.ic.v ioiltiwed a pause, during 
. V.,' . :-sivi!u4 tier attentively. 

• ,,l ie;ih, sh-' lookt'd him iu the 

iv hviv e',Miip;uni.m to-night, Mr. 

■ ‘ I ' , j j., why I t’amc away from 


■)' .tp; 


•,ti in her voice than she 


.i * a. 

I il a 0 % 
tu iU * 

*n 04 


, . . . ■, . » \ r a \\\ ‘ i'jil on rod deep^ Y > 

'ii:. «'i. just the sort 

r.i'-’ w-ihuess, site told hciself, 
;i, ih--'' sUrewii eyes of his missed 

,, .a ,.f having observed her 
,u.ed In. silence for smn-peconds 
■wh.tt .tl'tnptlv, he bruke, it. 

4 ,.n in older tu be. amustHl, Miss 
'• llm LiA is. 1 iiave a confession 



the friend who ov 


lu nuike its yon, and a. inxnnv ta* rr-k. \ •; l : [ you to 
!H,‘ yvH'n'i cHcHiah !«■> liaar aif tail ia -a'.: • -n i: \,i aaswvr 
Maa' I ct/aui! iui thi^ r 

Tilt' dry d,i.aav did ra av tu far ' ii i i- ’aiiialiou 
than anv sf^lifitufla. .dr’ v. f . <;.-*■ * i|m| 

ha itusuii [■srfj|:Hra- tu h> : , rai la ;r ,•< > ttt .udaur 
was all iiiuuf’U:''a ra-hrl, h is : i- !*• 

iika aaii uat sssi! iiaraf.t;, ..f k a fr.a. !, t Ms.aj Inar iy 

'' \ r'S, 1 will haftsiT .a k t..^ r , a" i uiUi mon^ 

sail .a.ti’a tliau lOir :■*■■•■ a .i. t < i.: i ti-r till 

tiiat " Hal 1 :Ta;l uaai a lai: iss!,! loa-- 

athTward 

A faint sniih' llitdaa'^^d af'i* .'. t la'\f ■■'!;’■■■. far.-,, 

‘M shaJI want lu lva.fa wnO a - ■..lal, The 
roiila^-dnii is tUi:W. Ea'^*-i la ad 1 v. tk*'.'.;! in 
paraih* !<♦ laiinka. li. w.i . \'fi- , w ik i kniiw 

axar.tlv uhat alt r.if.lrfl nw. I ' sj tan |a'aj)li« 
sav'iui* yaHiil l‘\’r t.ai thr* If/afli., t a, < . Ik- ai a W'lfiiKin 
was t‘rvinM/' 

lit' paUHtai luuiritaiiai ;lv. 1 h*‘ yiH.O ia» f 1, a! I’ra/aai 
into sO' liii»s; af rsaiiipiiraara. It i d I: . t laaiTli! 
mask, lita’ ry?.‘S mri. i'Uf wit'i /a y-r.-a in. 

diiirmvcm titat saarfflv v.ilfd fi*- >f''p ;.ia‘ d 'muice 

In'hiud. 

WTati ihaas tha tonii-u u<n drari " ‘Jf a <kfd hiiiy 
with a faint laiiylt thaf vamdad t: a r. s; its ik la-r. 

Ha Itsimsl fm'ward. r: ma.a ■ h i wad a widiaii 

thaf tu piataa liaii'W ...rf i * s .Vf nd^ ai dify 

and saarrh Im’ varv ssiil. 

It bridns iKnv/' Ip" f,di!. " un ta tint 

|)ara,ita immadiatOv alir'r, xi-.l I w 'st.n rr-k: a laiitp 
to i\v\ sudhnpsa of hri . 1 -.tw li* i i, Hi., ii.iiOnl. 

1 kiiaw !n.‘r instanily/’ I la a/al*' * w . :.a> ..w a a httla, 

and s!ia hit har lip, >la'' w .. .d an i * y j ,, hr! ha 

Htopyrnil liar wirh. snddrm auth anv ' \m, doiO 
umswar!** Ila ^vdd. *’ Ih-.u mr mu!. I a.ul- I fill shr 
was i»mn% and ihaii I join,.! ila a llor; mu 

IkSU'h, Ha Wtlsill lla* mood I'**, f\irpv,ia li ii4a|Ml', 
am! ! draw liim nut, lia told mo pi t u» dl\ »wrry“ 
thing dmwjia hmisatl wns g»ung to hidai sad Inii! tii 
leave the girl belitml, huw tun prupla dis.ippnivaii of 
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him, ay,-! 

Ixdiig worked upon by means 

111)!-' 

‘ ' ' udiHi U) iaduce her to marry an 

KUI ! "0 ■ i 

1 p’ : '‘id.* of forty, with nothing to 

V.v.aa.’: a i 

0 . dll- -a/,!, of banking account. 

11,. .,-ii 

■- u.id at it ;i single friend to stand by 

.m-i m lie 

. i-sa fur her. It was that, Miss 

Hatf"'.-!, ill y 

‘“1' *1 ae* tfi take this step. I can’t see 

3 - 1 '1:1 

■<:: asiia.t lu'r will; anything in the 

ff'iiM - 1 - ’ i 

da ri til tf. XikI here comes my request. 

Vm v..-.a' -1 

: a I f.i Ip you. Let me be that friend. 

i ■ 1 

- . ‘1 dm 1 liiaifultv if you will but take 

.!•, i • 

a ■ - i'l sattj it, it i-; niily fair that I should 

1... li, • - ' . ■ 

i: v->a »mt. d his is not a proposal of 

111 It; 1 1 ■ i!i"’ 

i d a aM\- ‘.otunl like one.” 

Hr , i 

ida ,i .mil * that was |>erfectly friendly and 


k'.a 

Ih ■ ■■ 

lib* ■; . 
”I .f:.; 

ilnr.r.:' 

• • n 

'i 

t 4 

Id b, 
Aii'l 1 
i!f * 


Im i!. !i I I iM.iu.Irtrlv passed from the girl’s 
. ; . ii .t' Uin ’ wjili .uairimis blend of eagerness 
F,i iba' * iD’rl;*, were burning ; her eyes 

» th !u hfMr vou say that,” sHe said, 

^ “ I . '' .aid < le-veril. 
a i , and v.'i V quietly he held out his hand 

i‘ I? *»! a tiieud ” he said gravely. 

•/a 11 :i ed fait her hand into his with 
ee. a ^:.!nld. It was strange to feel her 
I -I i!;n mill i'vaptirate at a toucdn It 


|l*, jiri ’ ,1 a’J 5 ^;j» i;i-yj y itL a lv^uv^u. x^. 

]„(>!• is-; iil-iiv n:. 'j:i- lifisi’lf. Me was the last 

ih t.> whtiiu i.hi- vvetild have voluntarily 

liliJi' '1 1 -i h Ip _ 

■ i),;i -I In- what I am going to say, 

('ii.-vc;,! ’■ !! mav •.tiikf you as an eccentric 

vi-,., a; i.tt! 1. u.ahing 'in it to alarm you. 

V..aii.: Wiil-wl.v t.'il'. iiw tliat it will take him two 
n, iti.il .• a tor vou, aiul meanwhile your life 

i, to iM' til *-i<- .1 inaitviilom on my account. Will you 
pin vnit in mv hands for that two years? 

la >a!ii i n iid'. will vou consider yourself engaged to 
m.' to( i'cs ... l.rng .IH his absence lasts? It will save 
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you troiiMr ar.il ili- 




?: 1 


.hI, \muv, 
I win a 


.Ji fb.ivi 


inut. 


wi ll s. 

.U'tU 


liiin, auil y*a.u* li 
cmn*, atu! iita.i't Ih' f 
to inana 'r. In niiS 
reun'ini H’r, i'V? n tla a 
Su, uitli vib>v4iit« 
uiul I'A'alyn. aui.ua-i.i 

iit sihiu'n. At tna i.' 
that soinaltnl ;'i!inn>4 ! 

{ ill, I inn' t A 
so a'A.itnrilA 
('luAiiiTs lat n 

1 hvw k nntliiuy m hr w . . 

taki* alt tlu' ird|HHr-UiU! \ at • ; 
gtl'at In la'!|i VnO. 

iUit I laailtlu't iiu sia li 4 

** I roulilu’ t ! '* 

“ Li>ton ! *' saul c'liovrnl. 
trip in thn Iku iMi' lu a wt^ k, an 
honuuf^^nnt to laiurn fnr imw 
that uaiki' it ranrr Un \n{t ; " 


>rt, a! 
1 ; 


u ■* 


a’ I 


liM 


M a- i (m\ 
\'n:i o\l-r to 

1. 1 aiuk it 

^'uUdrasy 
'I > »*; tP.Kt, 

■ '• 'll." 

ana out 
k l:nrih 


'I 


a a* 


n- 




I 


v‘el 

"I 

viay 


ho 4 vaii/iting 
\ ' '!t \l\\' \\ uol of 

al l-a.f. Will 


i' 


td:l4. liiiio with 
.a.k--' i'Vrj ythinil 
;it { iiai:4 think 


J 4 . 


I am Hi4 thuikmi: <4 mv . ‘ 
vi'homoiuaa ** ti( loiu it w 

rii;ht for nu% vi !nou n:. hm kn 
of yotu tfto. I nno4 
*'* You uooiiu'iA t ,, 

I havi‘ uHliotl to ho allnw^l to \Uiu> 
the gn‘;it privilog*- of oallm,: tm .rh *. ^ 

I am roimuilh* ouout*h to hk«^ to -w .t in 
right way. It thi inv pk-aMUr, il « an* tn 
in.m that p-iitt O vuav,- !!-■ vm ^..i. ..u.l 
fVi'S lluTU cairn* a ijik-ci. w.it.hlnl t-xyi. ■ i.-u Um- louk 
o*f a uiuu who ha/*arils mutiu v» I lo4'! . hia* ^ If iu * Ion k. 
Thou Im siiiilod at hit with hallhui: toumasi , 

** ihm't rofusr ino iny oppoiimaua ,Mi- Ihofool 
he suhl ** I know I am riMiiiio. hut I .o. .nir \oii I 
can be a staimdi frinul lo ihoM- 1 iiko/* 

Evelyn had risen, amt a'» lir rmint to* aho pi4 to 
his feet, lie knew that she wa^. sltet\'irot him wip 
aU her woman's keeniirs^ of ptiirjoom. Imt the 


\'nll 144 illlh. 

Iw ^ no, Ih liave 
m tiO'lal \n nerd, 
aoati eo \\w 
' ' ’4lil it 
iiil.o tiis 
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|.i ini I 4.. 

tllMil.'ht I’; 
Jiilrf' ur 
iii.ill* 


;\hU' 1v< 

i^xU 

HmS . ^ 

jiltll s ‘ 

kiifiv, 

Hi* ^ ui 1 


m 

h.f:;'! s ‘iritl he realised it. He was no 

' 1 i f •■’*'• . 

. ■ i;u • 'I'it of friendship ? ” she said at 
1; ; ■ ■ /is nervously playing with a 


■■ ilnii'lv. 

le’ ' dll (.iiul though she spoke 
an riMrt), " I want you, please, 
.pa ' V’ou have? 'bc.(?n shown 

•-• there sliall be^-fair play, 

r, • .1 hn’,i‘. Till' bracelet suddenly 

: ho.l Irl! Ill the floor. Cheveril 
i It' e.p lie held it a.s lui made reply. 

■ 1 hl.e I.IU ]>1.IV, too,” 

. !,i. the iniih ? ” she said, holding 

ptop. itv. ■' 1 want to know if— 

, me; to .k.k me to marry you before 

it h r With i.iiaed eyebrows. Ihcn he 

1 -,ii,! •limply. She drew_back 

y ,;tl iie.vrd no diseumliture. “You 
, • It tn bte,” he said, in a patriarchal 
. , 'it w i . i.mk [ire-iumptiou on my part 
d m .mv w'ay suited to you ; but I 
s'f,. ),;.e to It.ive a young wife to look 
. 1 •o*s L’..o.v the piovefb about aii^old 

! I rather couuU'd on that. 

, , . i .jmAn...l ; but the girl was not 


4 ‘-I ’ 


4.e saiii, " Yrm talk as it 
,lder than^yun are. It may be 

r>''i ^yiryiiv 

'•k‘ 

knwk.d .ml ot me Umg ag«, when tin. gtu 
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rail away wiili a. i;»rHwlTo*''*k!ni: t iu ilir Aimv. Also, 

f am quite hum-A. xs'hm \ a^.‘.Uir mu ih.^l i \uiuki 
rathfi' be yrau* tru>ted fnrnT aiul a^ * «‘iiqai' < tiam vniir 
nqrcttHl laiit^r. ilv j»»va, 1 ai i m !«* in* a a j,;(uhI 

deal oi you ! *’ 

“ NomituiT lau^'JiT she aaid qniOJv, alaa ‘^4 as if 
something ui hi ^ eauT-ss s|h‘. ^ !j !i tii y ua* d ia u ” \V^ 
must bH'i'k at lla* matter fiHiu ^autl’-umt l^afom 

’-A>vUnv we tala* auv aafiMiu *‘Mqq- . ,r \»ai i* aiiv did 
want tit many siuia* eiiia r Mri'UM.s’ yui l» 11 iu k^ve 
Uf'^iiu r W k/it t hen . 

*’\\hat then : a.d<i tlievrui. Aual, lheU;;h he 

was iddi|;imtlv s»'nMU‘-», slie t»di llvat laav. seuus 

whi'ir, lie was Iriekmq lei. ’* I hnuO have to ask 
ytm tit release me m that e\eut. Retf I think 

jfs very likidv that wall ha|ih< u. Em i*ut so iue 
pressiouabh‘ as I was/' 

Slit* loiikeii at him dratluffallv. «,'»bA.i*ai .Iv he was 
not in liive witli ir«.'is yet was . shr had a 

curious seust^ o! h.iss, td wlmli evni 

Jin/s departuia* hatl net tiiwirsi m lea. 

** Itliu/i had that 1 am deme ii.'ht" slu* usid taiatly, 

** I am quite uusern|tulMte*;' -..ud t lievsfil lij/itly, 
** Moreover, tlvere is im haim to au\Miio m ilo- Usiisac- 
tbm Your life is ymtr own. No um’ r!sr Itas the right 
to order it h^r you. It seeuv* to me that lu lln‘» matter 
you need to consider ymnsrll ahsur/* 

** And you/* she sank a timdd* d tone. 

He surprised her an iieUant !al«r bv thimliiig a 
friendly hand through her aim. 

'Haune r* he sank sunling dtavii at lea. Let us 
go and auiionnee the good tuavs ! '* 

And so she yiehled to limn and wm!. 

# «ii # ii * 

The news of Evtdyn Ilarford's * nyamiiienl to Lester 
Cheveril was no great snipiise to ainoiir. It leaknl 
out through private sourres, ii lieitiq muhi-.fiimt that 
no public aumnmcetiiriii was to be madf' till tb 
marriage should be tmniiiienl, And as t lievriil had 
departed in his yacht to the Faiiiic vny slioiily after 
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r-iiied small likelihood of the union 


' I'iSO \i’A.\\ 

. . h. ( i-'n- l)aitle over, Evelyn prepared 
Is r ii.inl i‘arned peace. Her father 
>i liunjeauf's of wrath upon her for her 
IS I :o aia i’s I niter reproaches had wholly, 
i • le*ni^- at m?)splu:re had become suddenly 




ila* ilvk st daugliter of the house 


» Mj.. ■ 

\va ^ 

id rv 
l-mi 


tlulv* and the family was no 
i Isy internal tmuiilt. 
oniy on the surface so far as 
I, ihivately, she was less at 
r iireu, and that not on her own 
\\ i!li»wl>vX. Every letter she 


1 a! I 


n in win) hail iaken her part against 
,!i in lit*r a keen self-reproach and 


’.na a j 
l a n-t 
,) a U 
and t 
n die 


.1 1 


l 4 -14 I 


ii ■ wa^ite to In-T from every port he 
l! If in 11 V e|»i’.dles that she might have 
ih ‘ wuild, Imt wliich she locked away 
, ,;i| o;d\’ in soliinde. Her letters to him 
,t?id iht.! Mi»vv*r guessed how Cheveril 
■ ,f 4iitv I’avmu's. 

.1! that summer they kept up the farce, 
u wmi to pay a round of visits 

'iiUrv hfiH'arSj and it was wiiile staying 
u a IrUm fiMin jim Willowl>y reached her. 

liilv excellent spirits. He had 
pn-a'v of luck, he said, and had 
V’ 4,'**' id I’lO'd in lUirma. If she would 
t ,i;» In iiiim tlmy * onid be married at once, 
r I' v-lvn tliiung a solitary ramble 

nri'. -bun miior, and when she looked up- 
v *4 ' m’t,’ Iter expression was hunt€d» 

,4 Mireiderrd ways and means. The 
« 'i* .m‘rd bn ttu'. within her grasp. All she 
' iMisilf was Hung to her without 


m .tppuir^ 




I ha 


wlt.M {i4't to her ? she wondered 

viu. lv h.' !• .Mr.rd it all fully, completey. yet wnth 
no Shull uj Khi-hu s:.. Suiwthing subtly potent seemed 
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Wfniiid luT liiasl, luTUi!:; 1 .' i i>. i i. . '.MU'.i'tlung 

that wa-iOntii-cr far thatt llif liaiK.'ih! . ‘t In;; v,,i , r.iUing 
to h'T, ayiii:,; alouT a. lo -, tli.' iMny.; . ,,f lu-r 

soul Aik’s in 'Sial na'in-'ii! .T.- i.u w t'l i! i.i r la.iinagi; 
with |iiu lia.l hr, Mtia- a nnal iu>i- that it 

Wit'-; imi'i'iMl t vi‘ 11} toil III I to Willi' a! i 't.i > a ' ■ . ; ■ ; : hnn so. 

Sh<‘ walLitl iiiiS'-:. that iliv, atai iiinii. 'I .S Dngth 
utl»ii'ly wi'iiiiial ill hiiTv aia> iia’al, .'In w i ..a iog ih^; 
hiU'drst |>rol>b*iu 

Xtii till .tit*'!’ **' * i'';* ■ 

ami I'vni tlwu oh'' i-'-t t>-> il.“i nttnly 

ruiu.al Ilio liov’-i *!!• if 'Ai n a. a ,Im 1 aud 

dinH'lfil lim ' indi'. j'il' '"! ■ -'-n" a* t'.i lii'a'in. 

Whan tho lumi.ts.' h \ ■l.n imh her 

window alto wa;- ■ll'.i iioUii ' afiovi' ,t D o . 1 ol lltito.- 

iliw .•v.'titiiallv (•.uii.'.l Sait .m. .a.tri.. ■, addi.isscd 
to tho fihnid who h.ul slood l.v l.n in ti.ainh- ; and 

lat.T ia t!a- dav ‘-Im it l<v <.dT to ti; - oila t •tdatif 

thf woild. 'Ilf aw ••I**;'- lan ' 1 ■ i ' I'OW'- 

moat. Ev.dva." ilt. an -vw in,i: . a' v.a . In.if hi to 
tun* at Iht’ tlituiiir Ih 

i)ut uf ii IU5 4 virD..'^"S y o.t'W lic‘r 

lUHt brwl Unvai^lo hri. 

** All w\l I tiU'.i “ la' satA kmH;v. 

Aiul slu* lUaiia ;i ii'Mil !>;» isd tiii' 

nesH and t'*T*!y ii.ttai.dlv. , , , , 

** Oh, (juib’A oha 'V4ul, It i» f uv what 1 

exprOw.!." NfVt'ithid' ii-n-hluy irom 
iwad to loot, if. li -hi' h.ii! !« ' a 'h .dt .t .(i.i.i.i;.-; hlow. 

liatli.ho .ilt<i}t»lhrv < Ai« > lid •" I'’ aad oidigltig 

a reply ? 


i«!i'rssi*d 


Some week*^ laftiy on an afirinunii .4 hh aly rally 

spring, Evelyn wamlrri-il ahnn* *m itr '•itm** wii^rr \lit! 

had biikitm jiin W'tilnwby It w 4 ‘ f aiici 

the sea was grey and deMiliiie t hr teb 4 * * onang in 
with a fierce rmriiiyg that ^amtrd fdt tie* wlnilt 
world 
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givot 

.luMani r. 
An 
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«'■'!■'■• , '■ ' 
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own «n.-l 
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i' iv I k: N‘ I ) WHO STOOD BY ' 183 

n . 1: -ni jim in liei: hand—liis answer 
! tr ^HAvrn; and she had sought the 

til whir.li to read it. 

!■ s leoii ilie howling sea-wind behind a 
s i M 1,. >lir dreaded his reproaches un- 
r lie* pl.t six weeks she had lived in 
; e ui . I hi' lingers were shaking as she 
, ihit his buyish scrawl, 

. irll iiui Ijefore she had withdrawn 
' r.nejsl if. up hastily before the wind 
, . hai, It was an uninouutcd plioto- 
\ To* p'O traai ‘d «i girl. 

! .it lie* ite-ouih, laughing face with a 
;n, l ia n, with a liaste tliat baffled its 
lit lu'. Irtten 

it .i-.!n:induig janntiness : 


" Ih ,u « 'kl 
we lia*'. >“ h. f ! 
w!if h dod i*i‘ 
mill li 

|IUm,hI V 

il|Oldti^^!*»: i: 

yon la* 
wh«1i 1 Wt Or 
I Uia'es^ f 
4lid. o; '.k' ^ ' 
" i a'.i •" 
WtS’k ‘ a * 
since h» ‘ c:;. 
K\.e It 
awav b ‘ 
At 1' e t bn. 
niM t 


I ve, Wli.rt a pair of superhuman idiots 
u ' Maiiv thanks for your sweet letter, 

“ ii»j rud <4 good. I never loved you so 
d» .ii . t an you l>elieve it ? X am not sur- 
.,n' h'r| I,inia|ua! to the task of keeping me 
1 . 0. nf Mill natural livi*s. Will it surprise 
fha! I lent my iloubts on the matter even 
i»i it ? Ni^ver mind, dear old girl, 

\u>r!nav the riglit man turn up soon 
a U 1 4 'pv ha" the rest of your life 1 ^ , 

. .1 photograph of a girl who till three 

. no ne*’,'!’ than a friend to me, but has 
laivi* is a wonderful -thing, 
...Vhrrm voii so sndilenly and carries you 
^ ,:i luv*- tinm to risilise what has happened. ' 
p hr, h.-*r-u inv exfierience. Ihere is no 
hr i..d tiaug wlien it actually comes to 


I VIII ‘-fitiim on awfully well, and like the life, 
^**'^^ * ^ H . i ft krdt everv mail who win 

V'-v', .“rv.it ^ 



t 84 ■■nifi FKIKN!) Will) ^TOl 

vvoii’t you sr-ud. !ue yo»ur Inf.-’ 

— i‘Vvr, 

“ Jami, 


di i;v 

Oi I M'!' !i love, 


Kvclyn hH»krd up trum titr 

1 vA!h a tb up l.n-ath 

of rfiiVf. It \V4'. su ani.'.a:/ ; 

V - if- !m:v, Hhv 

alnoj;*^! lurr’ui tin* tiuj/aan-.* » «a 

4 ; MV. 4 atr nu* the 

munh’ut in io.T rrjuit 'Oi ; u\n ji.a . 

' ha.ppimM,. 

'lloiv* \V4:. 4 litliu pmtilr i4 'm 

4 a .Ufi at hr! i4(‘t ; 

;ind slu* rinnh« d Up Ui .iyMtnU- 

p ’■* u (ju ht‘r 

HhcltniiiJ* lut'h and titnau, laa' 

r !m llv- r,i, r-MllltO 

ho\e, it dul W\ r-frUl :'-u il<- .MkUa . 

'. ' l! h<v\ *rr lit rd live 

mintitus In'furu. IhO'. ^ 

. -.a V. « 4 UM.Mvaitt: 

haunt of hi'iu in tlu- sunmou. ^ .-■■h 

■ hr. t;. i u j 4. ,if- ii the 

lith* cuim* fuaniUig u|.a and to h'‘"i 

tla- r-ul vj,:a4\'' lU luT 

face. 


Five nhnutu. laUi', a gnnt \\jv< 

' « ,r;;.r liHi ;ai’' a! die 

Viidi on winch tdic sat, ami. luTakici 

a; lu 4 t * c ; ra.l ul fa.ujp 


(lelug^Hl hrr hum hoad. iu fwut. 

Shu Htartrd up m nwilt iti-’ u 

ill {*ist ' iiuu h iautrr lh»iU loi'd .10! if I!u* 

shurc cmAH-d uiWvii'ti'% in hnv \vi '4 !*>■'*, ,i:n! iho 

ruSi* shu^r 4ud uuNiudnrdr liuu.i it lu 4 1 mu O' 

Kvriyuhiddum m^ni vluwn i!^:“ la ihf vvioUi*, 

mul Him wuH iiul iaunli-ir wuh 1? . »Fi- Id- sra 

had stHUUuii far vnuuu.h lau hn u. a, au-ii d>’^h;ul 
rCHUHli'd thv jiuiut IHMU'ut tu lliM i* .m h U uil 

hutif tM*furu. It uu!i ahuM i au if»!fasui , dno a i that 
she saw thal thu w.i\t . .*dv la. -vi. 1.14 at ibr 

fotd. td ihu ahi* had nkll 
Sim turun! with a ;aidd»in aaln! dot 4! In? lo-uit 
tu look tmvardh lliu hiMia-i p^nut, U w 4 tull iHtlv 
away, and siw mnt.mtiv Ju- ‘ "*0 I n. t j-m -al-lv 

reach It in tiim*. dim wa\*'. iva- , 4 :^* 1 . i inang 
white aiming the s«atli*rrd huuhha . 4t tin S-u*'' 

Again a great waw hiuh** ImIiujI In t 4 sniind 
like 'the bimining uf a gun, amt 'h*- imlcf 4 th 4 i she 
would be Hurriniiiiied hi Ichh lliatt flniiy ^*4 ^anl, if >lm 
remained where nim wan. >liu ^hpjn'il and ' 4 id down 
the side of the rock with the tif in im, and piiiiigni 
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iSS 




reckl^" 

iVnin til*’ 

Id'J. 

Tlu' ID 

0iiv tri ! ' 

sky. 

at^iiuDl ii» - 

baUi^'^i \ai 

biH'fn!' ni U 
ioU;;llt •»!;'! 

bul .11 Id ^ 

luti ilntio - 

shr 

hhi' 

fit' I' fiVti'V It* ^ 


A loot i)i water at the bottom. Before 
bue.i* she was dashing and stumbling 
V . lih‘‘ a iren/ied creature seeking safety 
ii .i ['“S'., iievuuring monster that roared 


\ r niinutr*. <jf lier life held for her an agoriy 
th 111 .ins tiling she, had ever known. Sea, 
'•.id sudd* a prlting rain seemed leagued 
r. I a u j ’ M 4 1 H us ar ray against which she 
\ V. nil hrr puny woman's strength. The 
\ . Id.'' 4 Ir.idrn, pa.ra lysing weight. She 
,t u*'yd iM-rausv* instinct compelled her ; 

, .is: \wf , tin- awful knowledge that the sea 
In I and h** Muild not possibly escape. 

I a larther piunt of tlie bay, though 
f uuld umI r»Mt li it in time. The loose 
.d'Mut lii-r fnd; ; the seaweed trapped 
Irll a do/,en times in that awful 

The 


• lU'. uv. ikirkrn’ss--a howling, unholy 
Iowa upon Inn* in a thick cloud from 
uM .ipo. >lie made a futile, convul- 
, .iU',! hid cuusciousness in the act. 


niiT*. and, o.o !i limr 4\r ruM- in agv>ny aiid tore on. 
tiiiTititl *ill vtl'*‘*u4 lit'i’ w«is like the la.ughtei of fiends. 
Sir felt .» . it h*-!l Ua-I its mouth, and she, poor 

siml wamc. e^r.v prey. t . • i 

.i m»‘ineul ad last: when sluy tripped and 
ffll liuadiMu.p e■■l»uld iwt rise again. That moment 
w.h the* ♦ ww'.ae.. dam id hrr auguidi. Neither soul nor 

liildv I idtk i r: ,au; 
dirklie cane* 
wliirli lie o V. as 
sivrtilovi Uj |u..m 

« ♦ 

IHit m| tin' ‘I.iikui' a! |iun*d'^ name. 

Tit.' tuu!r.U wr. ..Jill hut it was farther away, 

lev, i<\, iwh' Ii.u:- *'h'' niii'in'ii luT eyi'S in a strange, 
uiui itu) -ti iwiiiriti, .Udi staifil vaguely upwaids. 

At (he ' >!!•• Ju-t tul '-‘h'' hei.iuii* aware uf some one 
„ li,, .nvr her -a man pn)se face, 

f.vt.tl. .1 t.. ii. ! u» ih. *lmi light. ^ ^hrub of wonder 

ilaougli bm h- sii , ^ . 

Vt.u ■ " '.h.' anl. >.jHaki»g with a great elfort 

Urcatlv \ .>'4 >■ " 


Is 
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He was mbi.Uif- .'iw "i !>'■>' ■ i u 

He pans.a in aa.w, ;•. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“ ^■c:s ; it'-^ P'.'.-iv ^ ^ •* 

Ills vi)iv«'* <|uivvir'; ^ 

prrlin])^' tHitl ■ '■ ■■; ;' 

Shi* trk-ii tv* >i.l \ ' 

Him ulH'.nii tirr ••■■ ■ n'* 

a ‘ nt n»* ' *'■ */' , •’ .' ' ', 

and i;an'*nv i .iU'.'. 'V ' 

ahvavr> itviia:.-,! if v. a* 
hunn^iy t n*' ^ t ■- - - ■ ;■ “ 

t ^ H ^ / ■• ■ , i , , I”' VJ . * a 

a..nil ^ ^ ■'V^ ^ 

S|uii;:i watt-r ;v;' U--.. ^ -.., ■; ^ ^ 

l-;velyn ' 1 '' Fi hi 1 '•'■■'^ • ■•: ■■ ■■ ■ • y- _ ‘ , '• 
nuiti’a r wh. ■'-■► •■•y ■•' • . / ' . . 

death h.iii:.l-i! h' r '.'•■■i '■y ' • ^ . 

diinviied mil ade ei;i t!e" ic ^' ■ , ' 

“1U«* Nra t’unsi-'?* ill at l;;,<»i ti-a , 

slnikily. ^ 

l4‘Sl»'ri'tn:'Vvi-||,^nvaaa 

rridv. 

’’"Yity I klti-nv. lUit It WM- 

., (.a I... 

1 !h* a van ,n»a»* \UU' .* -v 


y:r.aaH:aa,u: 
wvtu't tvav: !i 

, . Y ■ 

U\i :- 

. i ; . 1 . y t: 


ri- 

' '. ;. I 


Ml l!a k 

. I * 


I 


fniviUiy ; Inii ^ ... 

till* itnnind i i'*nv ''4 ;a ■' 

** Huw did vnn V I k 
I suw VHti U^mi I a • -'I 
It \VH'^ IhImIi* \'mU V*-'! 

till* fiMlnt mVv I tna kMuan*; 

that tlu'iv niU'.l 1-* -ilia' 
you stmt tnmntvu 4tid^ _I 
yollrd to Viau kni I CunMn' I 
to lU'V** 

Ids ana tiy!it»-ti*‘d a liilla ak^niMiFi, 

** i aiii soii'y wm" :4..-.o^s:d k** ’-aul. 

fijrlilig hrUrt mm f ' ’ 

Sho roald not aadri .l.md lum i i»* 
cut in* ah'^tiii'.i’ of aiisui y. iu *-,| '‘Ur of Ir ' t 
fiws hogait lo sulssi4»s 

** Yus* I am bullur;* ?^aiii 


» \ . HI O, « 1 '* 

\» 01 Inal 


kis own. 

*■ fancied 

' ’ his 

h. :a.4 du 
• '! .i (.h'cp 
•iud had 
. 1 1 was 

the 

tn.hh* of 
’m 1 nf the 

h'OlOl' of 
h OiTU 

lamiiHired 

ucerl,iunte 4 

!iwu*t k 

h !ct Viiy 
dMiiisi}i 

ic -trail 
Y !o* still 
hsid loiiut 
I tin* tbii 
t la u I siiv 
I oil. 

, Ml I ha 


An* yy 

<• uilli mi 
U lirr m 


l\ui i* il im iiwr 
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Why lii'!-' * when you saw what had 


ii'‘ -'hil simply. “Besides, even ii 
j',. I !ii" lit'-hreit, the chances were dead 
''''ll, I tl- n !'■ " hi;: \ Hn, I thought o£ a rope, too. 
“f, .’1,,, r.;ii,i!lv fisky. It was a choice of 

, V. ^ '■ v.ii.ii i.iut-rd Mu- 'easiest.” 
y,,_i I >i ni • hi'if ' ” slie said. 

.j.jj,' i'. ' \v< irdly in upon his face, showed 


luT tile! 
•'1 . ■ 

\V,‘ • 

:V f 

.UUiUl’u 

,tM‘i tu iMUUUllt 

you,” he said. 

“I 

1 ‘ 

saw tlii ■ 


j;dI i iV>r it. 

1 climbed up 

with 

VMM i- *' 

■ i 

V. - 

1' : struni{/* 

slic said in a tone of 



t . . 



*’ Nm! 

I ' 1’ * 1 » 

' Ith A. t 

.i-!ii.'’ luv si/,e,” h 

0 said, Yes ; 

I’m 

iiirU' 

Fa-!; 

. .U’.o 

I'V'., IlU; 

sit. ink licaven.” 
I'ld W.i:. ••'.ill woikiii 

:g round the problem 

i)f 

•' \Vr 

.U A/I 

li.tvr to ss.iy here 

for hotirs/’ she 

said, 


*' (•veu 1! it .1 

1 ., ,, h. 1 witli yr.ive anthonty. _ __ 

Mr llarfunl,” he sanl. We 
ii'.vr In '. i ‘."lue lii.urs luTe ; but It will be in 

"".'A' . .. U.,w VHU .-an tell.” she ventured to 

. .. t look around her with greater 

’‘Vi Vi lb'* piav practical jokes of that 

;i,.v:-,n'iu..llv. Do you know I have 

: VV AA, : Clo.ir md. up to her temples, 
j'*’. "i. t •limed e'iorl to look bun m the 

f’V ■" ijV; , V i; ,-n' ,md kindlv. were searching hers. 

' i )i ■ i i b ici’.d not iiiei'l them. -i- 

'“•■S'^ I dV.Vt uh.d brought yon,” she said, in 

s„,t 1 1. to”' 

Iiu4r i* |<*V • 



5-5;^ '.riK FKiKNI) WiH) MOtil) UY 

|j‘t int* Ih‘ said. “ %riit lu^ n rahle- 

graii) \vliit:h said* ' l'I*.*asi* raiu'rl rn’ta;’* jariu / Xatur- 
a,iiv ilial had lad ^*iw twdniiw U^v na* \ * .n ,iiwl 
W'iilttwliy liad grd: tla* brtfrr m! vnnr dtliHUifir^, 
ware tn hr married. In dir i'.ipamfv <*!' frinui, 

I rrrrivrd thr ur’Ws with rriutrirr*. f t 

* ])rli'Fh*d.’ SvHin aftri" idtat i arir* a l•'t^r| finiii jiin 
to trli mr ymi had llirMWit him <»Vi r. \m\v* whv 
Stir aiiswta'rd liira wilii lirt Irmti !»iit • 

I fiamd that I didud laiir l»»r itmi t|iiit,r i|| 

Chrveii! ihd not r|>r;ik ha several rMuml., 'lliny 
abruptly, !u* ‘^aiil : 

1lit»re is atMitljri fVlIfiw iti tli*’ hu -irir'v* 
hhr made a shpht r,« amr nt app*^!. .md rviiriiiied 
sileat. 

ilr Iranri! ftu'wurd rlrtwlv al tfar:ili, atU'.l laiil hk hand 

upon btUh i>f hri'n 

livrlyn/* hr said wry trriitiv, “ wit! \i,iu hdl tut' his 
name?’* 

She shook lier hrml instant !v. llV'i' via*re i|tiiver* 
ing, ami slu* l>it deun ii*'*,p»'i4trlv. 

He waitish imi im wad » aim*, Mu!'ad»\ ihr ioanu^i; 
of the sea was trrriblr and urastrnt. Ihr- meat sniimi 
sent a shmUler thnm|,*h the 1411I. >lir shiaul; *his!t to 
the eolil st<me. 

Ik imiied off hia eual and wiapp-d it imind her. 
Then, as if she had been a ituld. lie dime hri gently 
into his arms, ami held Uri ru. 

** Tel! me ~-mmk he said Mdily. 

But s!w hid Imr fare dniiibhr mauds would i mne. 
It seeiiua! a long mdnie hefur** hr rptd.r aeaiir 
** That cable of ytiurs was a fiandd' lie rant tlirir 
I was not — I anrnoi pteparrd to irirasr voii from 
your engagement e?cr«mt umlrr th*^ uuijiiial rnitilititni/* 
I think you imistd^ she said famtlv. 

He sought for her rokl hands and diiir 4 f!ein against 
his neck. IVnd again tliere was a hnig silsiir«\ whik 
outside the sea raged fiercrly. and far b*'liw llirin in 
the distance a while streak of foam fait Inilibliiig civei 
the rocky floor. 
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n»H*nnu‘ a stream of dancing, 
! 1-. Ivu Nval<di(‘cl it with wide, 

; . V no sign of fear. She 

i: I. . w, laid a <}nieting hand upon 


:»• ;ir*d higlu-r. The cave was 
, ‘'ir.’l. ll was almost dark, for 
hut for llit‘ rnaifs pre- 
h'*i-u wild witii fear. But his 
w-o. t* a •prll about her that no 
i'e" rlo^e holiliug of his arms 
: ; t<i ie-r. She knew with com- 
v.e ■. air.ud. 

‘ h." -aui»|Hi(/d to him once; and 

: e.poii hi', i>rfasi and told her 

: d t!.- smnult sht‘ lennl the strong, 

. i, and was ashamed of her own 

pa‘.;sf.*d while she crouched 
f w.itn s't,r.,e and ruse. She caught 
; .aed Muru, uud ouci' her face was wet 
. lue.; am! closer to her com- 

se. 'I'-avri her panie. She felt that he 
and -se* w’ouM have tiled there in 
i,.iu letvr t|i-,appointeil him. 

*d qiHttt wailing, bespoke. ■ 
in' ’Vjtl. And his tone carried 


tiAd. ’ 

iJh.ii 

!,vei 
i-.v;-.:. I 

ilrih' ni,, .» ‘hd 


hiok. 

p mvsttuiously in, revealing 

.ds/rv' tin' Itassiug water below. 

4'.5 a hio! nf theit resting 

,^,'-,VfVtMh uf xrM pass through her 
I'.ll; oedin how great her fear hac 


iHuil 

with 

liih m an h'Uti 
“ ili»w w»*ui 


mm ' ” : 4i-- aski'fl wiiwli'i-ingly. 

•*ru! tl«' 

i. . •' We shall be out 0 

t vull l»#t iwhotne." 

tui 1 “ !,h« ShiUl, hall involuntarily. 



yp TiUC FKIHXI) WHO snnii) P.V 

ClR'Vcvi! ««' lumf ; l'»t )!»■ MI'-ik »■ thal fell b«. 
twi'cn tlit'in was th*' '-ilfUi'f ut intmi.ii >. wiii. h aiily 

those whtt luivc ;4i)tul tcin tie i !•' i"iv ilt- vn ,ii ilai-slmld 

uf death e.iii kimw. -Maav luuiuii . p. "I lirfitry 
Kvelvn sjHtke and th' a h« i unid. < .ui.r sknvly, 

with'hesitaliun. . , 

'* You kiii’W i " she s.itd. I oil Kiji w that we Were 

Silfi* ? 

" ** Yt's/'* W aiiNwriv*! ifnirtlv , I ^ 

give with hniiul kIImI t'S-L** ev. 4\ uith t!4* 

Have yt-Hi iwwt tliei ^ 

I 'dteiH kuinv,” v.ifh a 

“ He han n«*vrr v.iuai tie' air, fine.: \i i\’ \dhii\ih\'* 

** Chute ^aui‘ f ^ !e til aiel '-he « the ell 

qui/iaral luhe iu !»•- \vaee. 

She till nnt rrj4\ "'■■he IWIS ll\IIin In tueirtdiaiKl 
hioi ill the daikue^^'*, atel ‘'‘te* leiiei i! e diue till iii.itier, 
There hdhavril a hm^u t,- le < llv 1**41 ^uf the 

breakiu|^ t^east had ii tieetF fiiel ^-eeah'. I.'iiil the 

imnmhght was gumaiiu lnii:hi«i. 'l ie l.itk * ave was 
Hi) luuger a {the e ui heuei , 

*' Shall we gu / ’* IvVi-U n .1,1 4I *ii lu'-vl. 

He I'teerial dmviiwatd%- 

*’1 think we mii:!a;* he %ai4 *'Xu t!t>ul4 ymir 
pta>pk will he very anxiau^ aleui \ * ai' * 

They cliiitheil duwii with ihtiHulfv. till fury thuilly 

atooti tofietiier <>« the wi l ■•tmu . 

Aiul then; t heverit ua4»«<| tint a hand aiul detahn'd 
the girl him. 

'• That other {ellnw i- ” he said m ht . hall- 

hunioroiis viike. " Vtai didn't lel! me Ui- name. ' 

'* Oh, please 1 " she sard Ueini»h<u 4y. 

He took her hands gently into hn-. »ind '.tii'id faring 
her. The moonlight was full in hi» ey, liny shttiiti 
with a strange intensity, 

5' Do you remeiulier." he said, "how t otne Kiid 
to you that I was romantic enough t«* hke to -.ar a lovi 
afltur go the right wav ?'* , , u 

She did not answer him. She w,as tremMing m lits iwW, 
He waited for a few sccomh ; iheti spoke, -nil kinoly, 
but with a force that in a measure t.omjwUrd her ; 




Ill-; WHO STOOD BY ' igt 

w \iv 1 w.jii! vi>u to tell me his name/^ 

!.; '* J' eli*. 

' Oii- ■ aul I'jiteoiisly. 

! \ n'i tM ynor engagement/^ said Lester 

5 iiir't (I'/irrnnnatiou. 

1. .iin lu In'., She threw liim a quick, 


IIU W • 

Ve i » iO 

- I 

" e 

\V . ’ 


O'* 

•' 1 

lu * ia* •• 


!|r 

tii'-r t-e.""' ' ^ ' 
" An. I le 
V«- 1 . a 10 
yhlSe.'.l, - 0 . 

kMiO'O, !- . 
"lit* 


i;; Uia! ' she said. 

'i ■ IS' o-jMs.e-d r*‘st)lutely. 
t Lm ialtervsh You don’t really 

/; . Vrmran’tL* 

i *it her for a moment. Then 

f V.*r u;?o a langli that rang and echoed 
i p h,idows hehiiul Uiem. 

vt di an ; uiything else on earth,” he 

iIm!' tti‘4v von ” 

.V,e, to'luo':., Imt she felt no desire to 

.a lanah of Ins wa,s still ringing like sweetest 

eh Ini" soul. 

iru il*.,|r,i's lift ween liis hands, searching 

'iir '..v 4 itl now tell me. liis name 1 ” 
.-‘..'ut sin.* vvithsloiKl him. Then she 

,,i wrui mte» his arms, laugliing also— a 

I Ir.trr i’heveril,” she whispered. 
» . h! flunk hoW VeHi guessed.” 

) h u .n !m turned Utu* face upwards to 


III* .i !:i < -f 

i !i.>' I' 
SO' I i * 



wUi .niud. hy sees many things, he 
^ / I !,ovo is unt iihviiys blind.” ^ 

, I ‘.vtmii’i in love,” she protested. 


i lei ni'^Mintly arul convincingly. 

,v'* ! »v-d von.” he said. 

I.'vrd hum liecause her own heart tolc 

I '.pi4»,rn tlii* tiuth* 



TlUi RKiin M XN 

I V.1 

" HJ'; prn|-h-.;.. .i. tiini : ” ^ 

N«» i lu' li.r'Ri U A. -5 ; A. *''11. t.r; 
bavru’l RUa-ii liiMi tlu- 

** Vli)lrt ! n«> V**u Vt.ta;* R'i . 

1‘he aiH'.ikrr tuita-xl !r*v. .k,,.:, 
f^nrl iH'iulin?! ♦»x'ii tlir titr-, wuli 
tui hi‘'« I!m"V v. ■ a* f,', la 

thr tally i'r|at'M'Ula.i.ivt.‘'N r4 .1 Rvi.'aav ?:,.a i 
wealthy tlu’fr. .t'r'afra! a.arj''‘ i*-;',, v 

Siiurri's h.iil ilvvi!ullt'd slcaU'av r....!; 

of llu'ta* jsy-iau I* 14 R/t ,U.-J 

alt‘«:a tU^a ni a :a.,t 4 

luid pnauiM-d* tu ira^u' t w/: v^ar.;,:, 

Yoii tluuA 4^*rUi fM n.dv.-.,-/" i, : i 
*Mhat Wr nxv Iiri'.;!/,!'- a...- 

lltiiii^ is sunk in ikri-. W ukadka :, 

tlu‘ lai-4 It :>'f'sa4d a ;'a . ^ . a* 

film*. It la; ;iit !u l;.rv ^ ; ' -y ra t . ■ , 

Wsmliiliavr, ilMiaa X II It la ^ ' a ; . 

Hut lU^ |!Mud !,t!L;; ;; ak'-'a* tn.vf, H S', a. I 
failure, t»r. il it t'xn A-:' ■. • ■ k ly aia - 

tt* hrllt lUa iU'4 »’U'; naU-rna.; ;m» k ' .'\: y 

qiu‘x4iuu is, x\hal van, : l«# ’'i * • ♦ 

many tiiut \'a 4 .| ly , /> y. 

thing i’nr ytfU I m kiM. Aral I I ! a.a a' 

T}u‘ gill did ti»a. tmn hrr i laa ,a- 

toisu al-HUif' hri" aniliith's 

** I could ciuigi'ala itiu, ’J^nyy** da* aiA, 
.xruktn 


!lv: 


i a! tlic 

S’! iluwi'i 
* ■' fwin 

..id Innii 
'.{a'.r IV- 
...'..’■rntflll 
ii'V dis" 
si vdtich 

■ 4: ‘.ud, 
i >.% Si'y* 

4', up Itl 

s .'I !la* 



4 iii: 


4 a. UUV 

•. ... ,;: if.4id 
* , 

iU a law 



K,li*liT MAN 


tiinu'd more fully round. 

.you ' '* ii" ■ ^ A’ -51. “ re you mad, I wonder '?’V 

},i ,,*r .! ’Ui ■■ .iiHr uf protest, 

I , hlte. said. *' At least, we e , 

p.' ^ ! ..-'t , ^ 

l \ t h*‘ aaiil. and took her lightly 

► '“1 »..n’t he a little fool! You know 

’ e . I ih.d \..’4 wnvu’t made to rough it. 

, jj. md dial it itaidwvurth discussion. 

, » o» I l\» nv*>n. it’s as plain as day- 

: 1 ' o..!i snv pt’i'plexitii's were as easily 

/ I ' ( ' . ' H ■ 3 n’t as ii a had sort; and, any- 

n ' ) * o ■ '• oi ‘ o'vatmn. 

, I,;. : ,wlv atid faced 1dm. Her eyes 

p id, * , *4 a Irnnhal crea.ture. 

* * , ,,n n \ n% ! i hali’ him 1’^ she declared 

, > '• ..nd h'*rrv, “ lie s no worse than a 
,,h 4 i ,.(4 H'dn : \e»ud.i iaite anyone under these 

* e ! J 1 'v. i| nnaaCu iiiat ion of tl'ds statement. 

:"|.4 V..'n V/l- auvlhunu” she srdd ; " anything, ; ^ 

I .L-'idu ■''‘’n:*.' . m tht* gtUter/' ^ 

‘"■'■'wh — , 1 ,.'! A IH'iiit of view,” 

ym ttuufil Jiiiruinouia with the, first 

"dh'.; in •■ni.T aie.” The girl’s voice 

[ciiin ! e.-.ri lie )!ii*-ii‘itv of lier piefeience. Lut 
,,, ‘i .O'. on .i.1 the wortls. 

1 * t ,v .!■■■!,. ♦ I 'in'f vou see that it s my 

Iml h- tie.;. ,t ' -t" r Yoii must 

.,e,tn .! « iiV I yo‘> l-iovulod tol.^ \OU lUUSX 

IIUIIV. y ’■ i ' :m't five oil I'h.llliy. 

Hi'l < If- i. ■ ‘i.ilie T. ^ ^1. 

'■ i;tu i . -.n i..’ 'If 

"'vlt '' v.',‘,,''lavw“' !i» rf?- 

U.ly ,1^; 



T1!K ut..in mas: 

st.'U'Vi% it iTiii'A ■ ", ,i'-. it 

lllilst ll tiitllk tx;. i 1;' !t‘, i44 gijjl 

if yijii WHii’t ni^ijvy li.: • 'Vi» t<»i mv. :i ^akt*, do it 

for inino. I lioto tt ■* - '-*''5 Hut it’s 

ho.u.ildf »il If'ast. Ai.-l air I hini^s I can’t 

iHuir/' 

lie stopprtl. ’"hr U-'Ji r.il tn liuu <'lrN!>ly^ |)(>, 

sc‘r("hiiir;H' i ' ''M:;.;, hw young 

faci^ sol its hard !iar%, 

W'il! \aiU *lo if f ’* lir .1' rlir \ \u \ i:,h! '.■'vHra.k, 

! *’ t'hr i'^a/kl iaad a. a. , 

He stilh.iirii to tia rt th" ay^pai to* lirr.okih Bllfc' 

it siiti uoi CiUno, Her v.rir r.it.isl tu Ids^ mnl i 

slie Maauad ts> t'» a >\ tJa o‘ th" laftatv of as 'jun ul. She 
reinuitual ahaolntHv . -a.-- • > > ih, n aliniptly 

she tutsiril fi'uas liitu aad Ian. ,l uJo a: ., 

Don't ; dojdt ! " hr ad. 

He Strp|»ri| « lose to h* :, a'* rhr k r.Jii uptsn tiui 
ntaiitel|uriar all the liai'dur tor,,* I4, f.o-f. Had 

slie known it, tlu- liaftk* a! fd.af fioorMj tia,:!i.i have 
!»n‘u Itrra ; tkar iir wrrahi havr t.o l.napr. He 

was on the l^tiuk ul ,iiM.iriflo!ii:a^ l!ir < f Ihit kt' 

atlf^uish of Wrrpuig liCf |o I I'Xi’hihioli lij 

every! Ihnif v\m\ 

** l)h, jerrv, 1*0 a\wiv ‘ ‘-hr -.d-iird |u Hojialdy, 
** YniHre a prlfrit hraa. atal TU; anffh'I 1 Idi! nido; 
it* ril do it-'Hor voiu -s.iiaa a. I worfal do ai{\ llfiiii* hr 
the worhl, t!ioU4du!*so|>,r4!r I un- !!m! ld| miliar Mtarvi*!”' 
And jfrrv, I'alhri pair, lait olliuwj^r n,flss|»kte 

master td ln!ir-*-lh pafh-d la 1 'diasM-! witli a liady 

assinnption ol kt:,di\ 4ppn*',.d , ^nd h>i that he 
had always known Hie wvia a bud^. 


11 

** Heaven knows I doidi aNpiir to hi* any initkiikr 
oriKunenl In sockd.y/* ^'‘aiil D‘e k K»n\oii iiioikdlp 
** Never iiave ;' Ihoneli lAe hrrn |aiif v will rvnylhiiig 
eke that yon ran iliink *1. iioiu row pnie hrj in iiiilliuie 
aia\ Anti I can tdl yon tlierrd% a iledird »lra! iiiarek^ 
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■in.; 


,,|i, it \o;i I'.'Hi 


195 

■) ' tU.iu thi; last ol those. Still, I think 

vw.i rotnfortablc if you would have me j 

^ , -...A. TMl chnnt 


I (n UHiui lauAi.. Av , T,n i + 

i’ t want to, just say so, and 1 11 shunt 


,i,„ , ihal iie made his proposal to the girl of 

, : .u,d no -ne hearing it, would have guessed 

' ' ■ i^vffvnor. the 


wa- 

'in-n'-ath hi-i ‘-alin, even phlegmatic, exterior the 
' iu .1 b I neiit of anxiety. He spoke with a slight 
1 .a, t'M 0 -,1-i'nird to emphasise his deliberation, 

his V.u'- •’ V,’ . . mask like in its composure. Of beauty 

,'r\"::;’"'v....re extraorditnmly blue, but the lids 
, 'tl.sm so heavily that his expression was 
; 1 ;Vn' .w' V ev.-n stolid. In build, he was short 
111 . 'a ill a hulUlui' ; and there seemed to be 
' i"' ' " i ' 1 hul!'’o-'’s strength in the breadth of his 
t!mn: h ti:. ,l ‘wms no hint of energy about him 

la- ■uldr!' ’.sell did not look at him. She sat 

h-etlv still, with her hands fast clasped together, arid 

inehow mil what .hi, ^ that at least half 

m.umer xW expressed a 

,j,iaerati.n interval of several 

itu-iiatsi! 1 ' 1 . jie was standing upon the 

cuiui i ' i '* I iimrc thrown into strong 

r At as she quite 

.U..£ hv the 

ilnl to an .w-r he said, in a drawl 

- uon’t uu.id me it must be intentional. 

, ,.^,...,.•,•I.^te,l th.it hurry. I’ve always 

■i-,Ue > imr tune Ihcro woman to expect her to 

; o m ^ oil-hmd.. Perhaps youd 

lUhWfr an oi 

‘'■•‘xo'''' simaaid rather breathlessly. 

.fter tuxuuH-, still mure breathlessly. 

lown ? ” 


■ No I” Then, 
' Won’t you sit 



THE HiniiT MAN 


I Oh 

{h‘ slt'ppt'd ,:nvay ih^ni !irr fii \ur infinite 

I'flirf, nii4 s.it il^wn n rnnpn* t»f \.:i ; mw • . . 

'ilii-rr iniHUin! n v,u‘>i 

ihv h.ittl'’ ill thv. iMniit !.!;,= <: t ' . i lu-ii at 

hln:* Inn u ■ifn:.»n ia l-nnii h.-,:. : , >iinl faccxl 
lain, li'* was in>t l.Htj.ma' in:. 1!^* .a aaifc slill 
ami sha faiH'T'ii tlnit lu,--. rym v*< :v < !. . ; j ;a wlaiishe 

s|Htkt* In* turuml las ta’anl, *ani : a .k: I ih.it slu: had 

iH’cn iiastaknu. 

I ism fiivi* yini yuur an; avn lanm’* * h , a I, lualdng 
tin* J^ivalna (Ifuit r>i h'-r \iU\ '‘111. a : - 

Sin* with tim wniif--, aim*, a ; . a in |■:'» 5 Mra^inn 
fiu‘ inanlhm:,^ tlm/al. Hat Hi* L i‘.*;n,..n i.: ; : la ; s^*at 
1 1<* l«Mm*d hn'waa! a litfh*, hi'. I As- t’; • :ai <1 t'-'lni* faces 
'* ViMir taial \eMai, Mms Hrarvaa f '* In.- a:;4,f4 Imp in 
liis rno], iM ,y twauiy 

Shf' wruii.i* hnr hamis t».;t'gnt,ln.a' wah .m aiiniaiscicms 
grntarn uf ih.*Njnur, 

** YnsA HluMviiti ; aa>l a^idrSl irvca'i’-lilv ; '* nif nMiirsiH* 
** Ycn,i think ymdvn innl: tlin nslif man r *' Im 
sufs!, Iiis tarn* i.nin yf gniitlr iin:|uu\\ , 1 ."* it hr n|H,:a|ing' 
ty a t hild, 

Slu* nyvlilnd. S!n* was whitn tn> tin- Up'..,, 

*' Yrs/ * she said again. 

Ih* gyt up tliea with nxtimm* .a n >n. 

** WVIIA hn saui, a uuimu, miiiu' Un h* rs' ^ afnmt his 
immtlg ** IlmtU.* alaad ttn* lani-r 4 s'np*: r Hvn ever 
had. And I dauU uiiml trdhne \mu .u. ^oiu imw that 
ytmU'emd inakiiu! a nn aak>* ^ ’* 

She nftereti a htflr laiiejt - *arad‘ I in\il, 

*' (dt, dtadt ! ** she naiiL iHm*! ! 1 U i’. r ;a\eu ymi 

iny answer ! 

*' And Tin Uptake yyii *.»‘riym4v «|'n- lieiiyon. 

** Very well ! will, {hit inn’fuU. i < ha i}!»i}et!A 
He stretched nat a stmnlv hand, ami :.n : it uu hit 
shuulder. slie iphveiral a! hi'. I*en ly Uu! hr did lint 
at ttanp! t.»i r<*slsl, 

IkmH he scared/* hr said v.av emJiv *' ! knew 
lUn as ludv as hl.aes ; ai h;i'4, lA^ u, . .a ai, hnt 
thereA iiuilung rise In ahiiiii Vyii d \^ri * au yitrc get 
over that * , 
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Th?’r>‘ wa -^ a. n<»tr d qiiaiiit raillery in his voice. He 
ciid lint \ ’ :*> d.Mw li«*r to him. Yet she was conscious 

of a ata 'a'tli that h.ol battle with her half-instinctive 
aver '5' a i a. -t trnyth that might have compelled, but 
pnlVaavd ,i!}ra< t. 

buwillra av. at iiiiglh, she looked at him, meeting 
hi^ <'vas h!inionn*.ilv% critical, waitching her. 

I am n<h ln;',httiied/' she said, with an effort. 
"It’s tuih; that jicd at first— till I get used to it — it 

tVo!a ratii. ’ '.ii aifa^T 

Tloiv \va , inaaatacious pleading in her voice. , He 
tiHik in . h ’a i it* an !i«t shcmlder, looking at her with his 

qiicrr, » * nLit !'/<• 'anile. 

‘‘ 1 d.ai'i V. nni In huslle you any,'' he said. '' But if 
th,it’-.a!l th ■ [itiubha I gtiess I know a remed}^'' 

Vit'f t <in \v hark sharjily. 

i)\i, te > ’ ’ rh*> .aid, No 1 
She w a . h 1 1 uh d hu* tlie moment lest he should desire 
to pti! hi • trtiO'dv to the test. But he made no move- 
mrut in lu dirri titm, and another sort of misgiving 
assailed iuT. 

" I)rm‘t I**’* \*exeil/' slie said unsteadily. “ I — I know 
Tin d'-.p * r'hi a lhat I shall get over it— if you will 

givt' mr t uma” 

** p»h' . \*>n!’ lesut, Tin not vexed," said Kenyon. 
I'm unhc Wittidrriiig, diui't you know, how you brought 
ymrmlf to MV ‘ Vtas' to me. But no matter, dear. 
Fill gi'atrt n! all the same." 

H r’ h r 1 d < a n h V . ha ud t o her, and she laid hers nervously 
within it , -hr r*mld not mtvt his eyes any longer. 
KenvMii 'Jaujird and put his lips to her cold fingers. , 

** fuvr ’ ” le* lid softly. I'm in luck to-day." 

And allor that he sat down again, and began to 
behave hke an imlinary visitor. 

Ill ' 

(ireat Seta land t " said Jerry. ■ 

He lookod up from a letter,, and gazed at his sister 

with start mg eyes. 
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“ oil, what ? Ha- fxv!,d:ia‘i| in :i!,na!n 

Ha spraji!'. up iniprfu^Mi .Iv, atai w ’U r- ^ n th.* table 

to lit-r. 'ilifV weiv lavai.iaNt na'^ in tii ■;! n, 

was tliairs for l*nt tiu< sh^rt nii^iuL i-n * 

‘ ' { I Ui 'SS ! ' * l i *■ *■ -■■■■■. U * L ‘ ' N i ) . « ' n't' 1 f j ^ 

It’s tla* f.ur5!l\^^ iuak. niii ajrl, tn;;: ■: .i* •, • ' H’s the 
{iiTTiol ?'Mi!a*4ais a!\.n.;r='^ .ijnun v»uh n : i!,.;! ,p.^| 

eailuiiify pu-lii!:': h 11 *!. th.-- O' l iOiiivniy 

turuiiia up inuui?. jua v>i iiuir,'’ 

Aiui, with a wlinnp \ \ui* i:,i ;a O ; o .oii fruni 

gauel to !s-:.-f‘n'H-'U't , (r'la y i y" he- • ’ - : o ' , Knn hair 

aiiii wail/,M.| h(.'r rtiil*-!ilv oanal tin' h'to : a, pH a, he 
crinl hit-athh' olv fi-av-n-v., 

oh, liUt ihi trll iuv ! ** stir* pn. n >• p vO, a ' ■ W her 
dtnvii ayaiu. ! want to tav.ha -a a.an. h ■ Oiai’t lic; 
SU mad. IrU Uiv r\,h tlv ‘.On.! h.a, h y ' ; ’ " 

*' IMI tall you/* Ha-kl }rnv, aittu a •' .y. a , a tl,r tahle,. 

cloth. ** lt*s a Itdlr-r Haan Ona-hn-: na/ ** i.-t ai^l 
inan id busiiit'sn yiuu-rallv wiuffn.h: •! n; :.,t f.^ !r|l jne 
that tmo of ihrsr nwa aaimy aa,pia.h;a" . h, ■ a' h,iiii of 
tho \\iiiha,!Li Kaiiw..y ant m : a- ■ fu niake 

things Iniin. Shant, arr aoinp up* -aira' Iv ; , a. I Ifiay’li 
run sky !*y tin- <ani tin- «• -, p. 10-, l.fiiiay lii’lH* 
al! riylit. It wan alway. o-uei ♦n.i'; p. p only 
wanted eapital Ha Pior'^uT frd !;n« ta • huenuier's 
naintu hut fhalT no matter. I th-.Pt u.n * tu an ii:to 
partnership, 1 shall sOI, m!!, af t' - imm of the 
boimu ihudfwrs ho inra'd HOy !,*suv and 
then uuhI then-- 

Vt‘S ; whai dots it inean t ** llo^ oul 'lO ■ iu. ** I 
want lit know exuaily, }rriv * ’* 

** Btlean }** ho erlunHh his hnud-^ upMU, hr* •TioilT-rs, 
*‘11 means enianoputioih waMlth. i^m.thua; wo'vc 
lost hark agam, and more to it I *tu \mu under- 

stand ? ** 

She gasped for hrrafh. She had fnuw I \mv ji.de, 
Hh, Jerry!** sin* said liagiially. ’ htim \iiiy 
didift this happen heha'e r 

He starisi at her for a iiiomrtii ihriu 
tmderslaiiiiiiig came to hiin^ he fiiiwm-d with swift 
impatience, 
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“Oh, niuO. he broken off!” he said. “ You 
:an't km;:-, th.tf ti-ilnw now. , Wdiy should you ? ” 

\'iiO 1 !!'•! hopelessly. 

■' I'"' ; “ promised to marry him 

jrt'rv U ;ip impulsively. 

'■ 11"! arranged” he declared. "Leave 

it tn ne'. 1 h I V|il.jin, ’ 

“ II "'a ' a:i \'n-,i ' " ipifstinned Violet. 

" I '!;■ ■' h’is It a'^purely business footing,” he 
rrturiird .Mniv. “ 1 )ou’t yoti worry yourself. He isn’t 
till"'. It !" t.ike H to hetirt. You know that as 

Well a ■ 1 I'l ih.iiis it might be as well'to wait till 
the lie! "I ti'e v.e.-k and make sure of things, though, 
Ip'fun* I i .I'l'.- f lilup/’ 

luit h! 5: ill ptinf Wul«‘t him the biggest surprise 
If bad iV' i Lii.evvn. Mie sprang to her feet with 
lladiiiii; i'\, ,, 

" Iii'ir, d M.it wuu’t, Jerry!” she exclaimed. “ You 
will l> 11 hiM !" d,iv -this morning— and end it definitely. 
.WviT iiiiifd ub.ii h.ippens afterwards. I won’t carry 
the h.irgatn to that length. I’ve little 

vuiiti ■ ' ll I id U'lt, but what there is of it I’ll 
kfi’i* ' ' ‘ 

" li.-.r.-' .iiiHv.* 1 ” ejaculated Jerry, in amazement. 
“Whai''. fhf ^lii.ittir now? I was only thinking of 
yon, aitiT ,ul,'' 

" 1 '.ict were,” she answered passionately. 

" llu! yii'i'i.' Ill think of somelhin.g greater than my 
phy.ie il w.'li !ji-. Vou’i't* to think of my miserable little 
rag of iiic..e;!. ,nn! do what you can for that, if you 
r-alh' w.i!.' I 1 h !f> me ! ” 

.•\nd wi'h til. it '.In’ weitt quickly from the room, and 
left him !w l'!< .ilvf.t'.t aloiie. 

He tiiaj', < It. d lor a llltle at her agitation, and then 
the coiili ’ll . of the letler absorbed him again. He had 
better go .md '.ee t.aitbuT, he reflected; and then, if 
ih* thun; leollv seemed secure, he would take Dick 
Kenvou 00 hi, way back —perhaps lunch with him, 
aid fspbtitt m.itters ill a friendly way. There was 
rerf.dulv itotliiitg for Violet to make a fuss about. H< 
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was i|uite folly CHtiviiifiHl tliaf t1n‘ Irllttv; wouldn’t 
c*ar(‘. ' Marria!4»‘ wasaMit/iiMorol^iif In i:aa*a hi. stamp. 

So, rlMH'iily at Itiahh, bavin:’ hi •; hi,, hmik- 

fast, ho ro:.e, rullMiiHl lii:» a,!, s which 

Ci)!i-i'>toh hir tho naa.4 putt *4 huh., ,ii.h. whiMiing 
light hcaitfhhs t*>nk his hrpartior. 


IV 


** XhwA’ sa,ih !>kk Kcinaot, in h'u ».i sMf assured 
aucfiilg ** sit Town risjtt tluio, ai,h Irll me 

what's mi yoor niiiaiA 

lie prossctl Jrt'i'y into his nuo4 t Minimi tai A » hairwith 

htK|»ltalth‘ iiO'Co. 

hiU'V solouittotl, hocaU’<o lio iMulh isO hh,|t 
rathtU' than Ihun i ItMi. r. o »• Iims; I o. k Kouvim 

wuts snoicthiui* tif ;tu Mliruro lu'* f \ oi i • ,u \\ | a s4<s 

As (or Ihi'kw ho hatt appanuh, fho Siiiallist 
susph hoi iif any latoot iv'.vutuu ni »•! ihi ^ imtuto in Im 
visitnrX inincL Ho htiOinhl ioif a !e*\ fh < hni* r uians, 
aiul sol thom at jtiTvX rthnw. Iln\ h.-*! pin tniiilnil 
togothor at Kciiynihs iMonm; onh* if !, * I l'»ou qinte 
obvious to tho lattoi that bon h i4 !’'ni yi ' mi iniiird 
tlutopuhnut tho niral 

Having furnmlna! his guest with iuha, • Im rnitld 
think iif tti onstiro lus cMiiifiol, hr giH* » » > 1 .1 »h Ida latdy 
ta prcjvido fui his own. 

jerry was ii*4 qnitf^ at hi* rasr. Hr .n wtllt tlie 
uulightoT iugar hrtwra-n lus hins I •* I Mh a-h imo with 
bent brows, Keujon looktsl at him a! la -4 with a 
faint snhlr. 

“ If I (liduM .know it to hr ;%u iiiigM . alulif \ /* he sakl, 
** I shouhl say yroi Wrtr shungat sour fluir’ 

Jerry turnnl towarils him with aoi an «4 o 
laiok hero, KenyonA he sank tn In ■ h^ litiv siipcrbr 
tones, *’ I have really emne to talk to xmi abrnt vuiir 
engagement to iny sisieid* 

He |>aused, aware of a rhang** in K*in'MU*s rvpres* 
sion, but wholly unable in disrovei' of what it unisi^tdi. 
** What abmi.1 il ?,** taicl Keiiyom 
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Ih i'i:i hi ■ st^irching the mantelpiece for an 
in rued from Jerry, but could 
111' In n ' ■ e ! ' ; ■ ; \ , it woufrl have told him nothing, 
jiTi\ \ - * -. 0 , With a strong eilort to maintain his 

e;ise el i.i ’ . 

" \\' 'w ’ ’ ^ iiiiiilnng it over, and we have come to 
tlir ii: I •:! th.ii |H‘;lhips, after all, it was a mistake. 
Ill sliii!'!, ae, i t'-i h.!^ tiiMiiglit l)etter of it; and, as 
s!ii' i = 0.0 '0 .,h. a itivr on tlie subject, I undertook to 
tell ’O' l ’ i I rid ; iippuse it will make any particular 
di e 1* !: : ' ■ : I h-if ;mv plenty of girls who would 
jmsip 'S-i b ' . nj manAing your millions. But, 

!jf cH’r i : *0 \\ i h d, smne compensation could be 

niiid'''." 

[(itv j> -! Me liad placed the matter on 

Ihf* iti'i e. 1 * ! ■•.{Hw fur.tiug tied: had occurred to him. 

Ilf nui! , !!’.!• aoHi mii'U omlise that lie was a rank 
i,!il>i.lrr, .ir.'-l vvee,dd understand tliat it was the best 
nirlli' h 

Krmw'U Idm out in dead silence. lie had 

fniitsi tie- ..e 'h tie\A !m! he iliti not turn his head. After 
Si-wrel d.iui:!* lie walketl across the room to the 

wiiuluA, .-jj*! !**•“! t!u‘re. I‘iually he spoke. 

“ f ill eh t he said, ill lus calm, expressionless 

«!ra.\M, " fu ’v‘'»u Imve evtrr had a cowhiding in your 
life. e \ :i ■■ '* 

‘’Whn , '■ ■•el h-ny. 

Ilf- e! e. d a! I'vrnvon ill frank amazement. Was the 

man m.- 1 r 

\ » ! !i i.i a I oA biding in your life, eh ? '' repeated 
Keu\t> 3 }, Ad'; ml nauiiig. 

’• Wdeu v-n rmetn exclaimed Jerrj^ 

Iv U'» e,i :m ; iin* d un»t ion!e'.'“«s, 

I m^* *" ; ' h '■ e.id calmly, *’ that Fve thrashed a nii a 
to a pulp h‘ u :e u.Av for a g^»od di^al less than you li?n f 
jiid OIM’ i im. It’s my special treatment for 
hull . h III w. >u.h linlly. And suits me, too.’' , 

Jen V p! u. t fo ills fed ill a wliiii of wrath, but beici 
liiM'oidd a wold Kenvon suildenly turned. 

- Mo lee h to Vorir sister;* Im said, in curt, st^n tones, 
**aiid tell hef fruui me that I will discuss this matter. 
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with her alone. If -.!i 

e iiiteud^ to thr 

-w a-,- ttver, she 

must ennir to tie* lu^r - 

If aiiii t,! :1 Hi' 0 , 

t *. ^ ' . Vi ’ ” 

Hilt I errs* sto, i<l he 

It inn he! .ei . 

i^iize of 

pahsi<ni aiifl rrj{Lih\' m 

pen di:eseir 0 11 -, 

i 'e_ _'HT;r(i to 

hurl the.Mtiee in K* av 

iu’s f:>ee, lei! -n- 

*'*' H force 

restrained him. i lee 

- UM Ilia! el eta! 

lee a ,ii that 

inoineut ■whieli i:e*nj^ 

>t. » lev! ‘'-’U !*’;,] e f ■ 

'^ 4 , at 

leu, nth. he turned \vil 

ho:i! ers'a’n * •/. 

-■'h me! Wiilkid 

st rainht from tlie^ loi sni 

witih nn» ■ e. 1 i: 

he ( (Olid 

mirdma hly '.^mte ir-m 

et k hoh- 1 'u M.:' .. ] 

‘i‘ h i\e:ivH!i had 

inanatyel tu f\rt t!n* h'. 

A Hi t he e: f. . , , 

5 , 




V 



Not th'* imxt dav. mo 

th-- tne 

d, ^I'k! \’ 

■ 1 hrelevan 

sumuion up 

i’iOtt a^e 1 1 1 f. 

eer hi T ‘ 

• 'Ule'e • 

i' e, ; , atid ask 

ftjr hor frrte 

hitn. hitv 

till! lie! 

t 11 hr! 

ly wliat 

hail pas-eei, 

lad she :.;at 

hfi< d f: 

• >: ! lie' J 

• '' :a liuni he 

Vuticlraifi^d 

tlnit KejivHti liad t. 

■ a in-n 

‘i ’he mathfr 

piXuaMhlv. 

Wiilldel' 

ed a h!! 
‘t'Mdf Wl! 

:le Ivav 

1' ; m lo'iil ap' 

priurhisi it, 

ami tohl hf 

h a 

n ' !4‘Mrt that 

shi‘ wuuhl It. 

tVe 1 i» tal.e h 

el ttwn H 

Ue t.f . * 

1 •'! 

NnVfTthid 

i'ss, fill' a fUi 

1! Wei't; s 

!m d; ! n, 

' ;*• *mh am! at 

tin* i'Ut! id that Week tlm 

ihitfer i; 

1 f!e- \t e 

' 1 Khtihvay 

shans hiul 

sni'eided e»0 

mi h !'/ 

'H"' e 

i -ne'.. hidi 

hupiss \Vi*rn 

dead* 

n tl t-v ft 

t • :e 

‘ •• d tiled to 

r.oiisuli* hiiUfiidf atid h» 

r wtlh 

f!e t ' 

h tloil a 

spnculatuot 

tif tint soft 

%% a » t*» iU 

n 1 ht i'n 

" , hut. in 

the emh wlttm tln^ eh;u 

iH wimt 

.! ean !. 

* hi* was 

forunci lit tiwtt ttiat fn* had li»eu 

f M t 

, : e' It had 

btvn but thi 

•list iliik'-rli 

f-fol'e r \f 

no M 

1 h** i apitaliht 

had ovhliidlv tlioiinhi 1 

lieftiu of 

u •Mm 

! ' ■ iiotuev i«i 


sndi a vnitur**, 

** Aiiil i w»is a wrak kti^^ -I Im m» 11 for 

what 1 rMuk! h** tnkt hi’i. sia-t ' liaf ii*h just 

our Iii«:k, I have ktea^ii n•Hl!l:|, • 4 * M«iif unild 

ever happra iu m ! 

It was int that rveniti^^, wtirn tlir was at its 

slackest, that Vi«4rt mnU at last* uiiisaltiiig 

Jerry, tu the lii whmr riiifals tav le*f isrr 4 iap. 
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at-i ' 1 ‘ 
the s.tl. 
l^rcat'T 
vit'W ‘ 
yuU V, ;1 

“ Hh,, 


• •:! and humbly worded, for she 

. .11 Iraht, was his due, 

:i,” hi* wrote, to forgive me, if you can, 
1 dime you, and to set me free. I 
impulse, I am ashamed to say, for 
u i u H e it ‘y . But the shame would be even 
.! !Mtt ti'll you so. I do not know what 
ht!a% hut my own is that, in releasing me, 
• .mvt liiu.q that is worth having.” 
tij tilts appeal came the next day by 


if a r i;s,u»i is 

tiiiitiitty tiiimi; h li<*' 
in the ft^e : 

ion*!’*’*! <»;( ' !ie lim] 
>he S.!l .ihuir* ilur 
atcly to UeJ'Ve !irr::.e] 
tile- hii":l i't*m 

ftillv 'i 

wliifh it sei-nied 
tljifuia.ili ii lier» -esm 

light, 

>lif Ilea: I i h» * t Oi; 
iliai 'be W < ! !! I MU '‘^ell 

lie piet i! her \U 
” All “ la 

little dsawiie* ‘MHIJI 
sliMj ! a line' h» t'O'e 
Me* ,te' e{:f^ 4 tierv 
|en V mto 

’* ‘lhat'e Lu.M e| V 
^he list ra*t a‘4i 
oileT mu l!ie !i .Ul!i 


^ r *s a: alon«‘ at yonr flat at five o’clock ? ” 
im! . prelei i it. and she felt for an instant as 
iisifd had toueluHl her, sending the blood 
..a h Itrr Vi'iiis like fire. She sent a reply 
h».iii\e: and then set herself to face the 
!ir' liai] ever livetl through, 
hair* during tin* afternoon, striving desper- 
vr' lierrielf lof tluj ordcal But strive as she 
|.ii l l emaiued that she was horribly, pain- 
II. d, I here was something about this man 
iH^.uiietl futile to resist, something that 
hi r. ?u»mtlhiug against which it hurt her to 


hi * tin;: inmctiially upon the stroke of five, 

h r I “ie 1 1 1 1 ) : lUsWi' fit. 

, Imu ith Ins usual serenity of manner. ^ 

: he asked, as he followed her into the 

* •ioua in which he had proposed to her so 


Mie ,te' e{:f^ d liervously. ^ ^ ■ „ 

lenv^a* n into tin* idtv. He won t be back yet. ^ 

» *l hat'*. h| vuu ” sahl Kenyon quietly, 
she lial imi uMi him to sit dowm They faced each 
hr !i m I lirug. The strong glare of the electric 
liifiit aln ‘U i i| him that she was very pale. 

\\hiiiptiv !e* thiiiM iiuihishaiuitoher. ^ 

- \ iiti Uin e, hn-mve me for bullying your orother the 
.aid. Healljh he deserved it. 

;>I»i I tl i.jMjuii'kly. 

'■ !. j';v Hui-Mi't tiiidmuatl” shestUQ. 
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llo h'pi liis \hiiv\ u.i.iN::s !s'h> 1 tao- -ii > t\ul j^q| 

t:;jkr it. 

“ I (iuivt r/’ li-* -'a^i. 

Da V‘<ti ftNillv waat to --ajk*' h.a.^i , witli iii.- ? ’* 
n'uiniiunH 1, her i-oirM* \TTrv 

! WMiif iH hoM v*vnr !i..tn’-] ia ?aii: a :! 1 he 

aiia\vt'n.'il siniiav. ! funu. it v^aiU !’,• aa to -uilvi! the 

(lillifulty. Ihii.iilc ysa.i ! -‘i \oii wnre 

tniuhliny. whv, T woa-k r^: 

Sill* t'iiil iitTf ,iU'‘>iVf r liitu, till a. 1 ! t. at. 

li»‘ ''-a4 ./’'t*'*’*'- D- a i. ao r;ui;aa 
I )idu't I trl! vo?i 1 \vo:s! = | ; 'aa;* ’oh; '/■ ‘ f t, m;,! hu* V '» 
atiil w.i. . -ajh-at, hr-r h.aa.'l ’a. a. ' i< >, . aa hi;, 

“ (‘oUia ! '* h'* M-U'i, " 1 a*, '.a to ‘>ah hou’t 

yau kituua ‘Hi. it ta*{'‘ at v* a >. \oa i i \\ ih.it 
yail aarrpttTl lao foi tha ..a*-- > 't aa;' a,. ■ ' 1 \EUHi}* 

Hill 1 rat'koii ill. it. Ja uianT"’ a i-'To.-.-a a a .a aa tame 
limn for tUhnviuy inr uvar/' 

iir inni'tfd, Itiil lirr lifo'l or- 1 a ilri,*-'''-:! !a. !l*r lawff, 

iHmsjhl llmt |■■^m:.on rial raa,-! .: hv- firth [mint 

blink, 

Sim aliivmTnl ;it thei.ka.r;f ijarriioty Iraf rlio ;i!iswi’rc‘d 

it. 

** Yis; it data, And t.lm!'-* why Ihii .trimiimc! to 

go all.’* 

” W liV H'dmuiad f " ba.i.k'-l *'Uo»* h, I \Ml| klltiw 

fiiy itM Till for wantia.y to nmny vou i . r, i*MMti riuT'a! 
ilrvor toll vou wimi t! w.ta f 

Sht" lookrtf n|i tin n. [ ! uhv ! a. :D * .ail a'im;!it 
,i cuiiou*. aUn! m !h'D*/a^ "V > D- Vk.ia!, ;h a 

I il» kiaov;’ Si ,.ii i, .y f.haa; ^a.,. illijHll 
sivalv. ’’And timth'* why I, i.io i f .m lluit yyo 
slloilli t|ar|Tma lord* 

**Ah!’* Ita ^-u!. ‘’Do \on a-,,:;, . a- wiml an 

on! ddf-r bkr ntv-^aii fbiiil , oi \ .-n 

'l!m folour iliuird -an*! I -ulv la laa o, ha-- I Im! he 
Wiiit ini iii Iut 4i ml .i< !i - h i i a 4 n il , 

’’ If I thoiuilit %i %%,%, |oi mmi !i lyy. -- hmirva imh 
I Woiili vi you ih’^\ DhI, no fa. t, »,! h ao-u‘t gl\i1l 
iim .inv r»%mHU ilui lonld yi vA\ » a a ka4i'l 

you think of mtc f Itwm niy, loi.v r '* 
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Slit‘ shnnk hf'f Ih'ad, Her eyes were full of blinaing 

tear>' 

“ What i; if, i1h*u ?” urged Kenyon. And suddenly 
his ^>*i'-** ^ soft as a womaiTs. Has the right 

niau unexpectedly, after all? Is it for 

his sakr r ’ ^ ^ -j 

“ < , ‘ k >n’ t ! ” : lu* cried passionately, ‘‘ Don't 1 

Ytui hm t !!e“ ! ” 

And, ? ir .ni'c iiarplv from him, she hid her face, and 

hn^k'* inO> nar'in.-hrt j un^-piug. 

IGni'Ci ht'.nil still for perhaps ten seconds; 

thru Im d » 1 m,«‘ iu tier, and put his arni round the 
sHr'jd . "'Mititi!:;*, u:\\iu\ 
pli^ dsi nt-i nr aHrnqd; to resist him. 

" llimr, ilniv!*’ hr wiiispered soothingly, d' I 
kilt \v tin o‘ \\n, . :i if.t -tm. Don't cry, dear. It will be 
ail ii:Jd ^dl Swvv mind the beastly money. 

Tlmird. i*** n big l)oom in the Winhalla Railway 

shar*' >. nml yefH luakn your fortune over it. Yes; 
I know ;dl alumt tlmt. A friend told me. There's a big 
capitoii A pu hme lu hind. They have gone down this 
but iln v no* ichug to rise/like a spring tide next. 
Anti tin n vtm’ll !»«* free to marry the right man, eh, 
drar ? 1 ‘.hand st ami in your way. I’ll even come and 

daiicraf tie wt'tidang, if yoiidl have me." 

Slu‘ utftit ti a umltlnd laugh through her tears, and 
tune’d • li difly t»avards him within the encircling arm. 

I lutjH* you will/' slut murrrmred. '‘Because-— 
hi'cam.s* >!ie !»roke off, and became silent. 

1 k k«'u\‘m‘s arm did not slacken. 

‘Mi \'im'sMuh! make it convenient to finish that 
sent* m id ytmiw IM he real grateful," he observed at 
Ensph. 

Shf* lillrtl Itrr face from her hands, and looked mm 
ill ilir r\a I lri nwu wcrc shitting. 

‘‘ JhraiiM*;* shr said unsteadily, couldn't marry 
tlMMigjif man if vou weren't there " ' ^ 

He’ Inoked sfiaictht back at her without a hmt of 
emothiii in his heavy eyes. 

" Ouitf* sure i4 that > " he asked. ^ 

Aiul s!ie laughed again tremulously as she made reply. 
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sur*;’, !)irk," ■■■■'ir.- Fve 

onK' jH’U loHiul it I Mil. 

^ ^ t 

|errv, tsMlili’.' U\ :i llttl'-* !>:■!;: ■)! ( " UM\VS, 

noiitM,-<! 111. it In--. ':-.l ;t'. ’!■':■> v* , I - ! M i 

but ill f xr'it M’n^-ut , t*> iwi-. ■ iv- j 

rixHu, tliM iMtl truuiMuiu ui'ii ‘ A I. ’- at his 

entraric*'. 

“ NrWM, Vl ’ I'M* •T<m!{ \\, “ « ■ M : 'I ;! Tlu; 


Winlia.lla. R 

.ill wav i'l tuiniu't up ; 

1 • litres 

are siu ijdv 1 

SivuiM 

..up, ! t,.. ; 

I'd A .‘t ally, 

!)UT hr ;*.;tvs 

thrV 

..11 f' \Vt e. Ui ' • ' r . t 

M ■ ^ d.' v‘!i ao 

alH)Vu tliat. 

He 

VnWS tiiev le 

W;d vd;..| iin veu 

think is tlu 

‘ ca['^ 

it;i!t>t [lU inu,; i 

i-h::,d; Why, 

Ktuiyou I ” 




Hr 1 »} « ikr 

nit a' 

lif.ip’dy ■!! (!iv ' -1 • 

r;! IlilUsflf 

arnse leisur 

rlv With a. :r'ar.Ur :.:ear ai 

:d nei U'lrlied 

hand. 




iGxacitlv 

■ K< 

•avon ! ■' hr s.ii. l. " i 

h.:!. it Veil diink 

he’s a nuik 

!..Hi 

1 u. * i", ! 1 1 a. 1 n r , 1 1 li t ' \M r’ I : , 

dk '■■MM'iy vnii’re 

mistakrn. 

I di. 

ilVl lll.lkr- tUV U-Mr*’, t 

■-..1 e and I 

duuT reekiiu ta \ 

i.jSr It that W, 1 .V, » ;G: : . 

ImV Irtldliti'di 

riitht. 

se s 

Ir.trrs arc* ih-; 

1* e*;e:;''t guiiig 

tluwn attain 

i‘Ver 

any nuna*/^ 


He tuiui‘ 

d t.i 

the eirl nu !iia n!i,rr ; 

;v:m| I'eid liR 

frr«.‘ luiutl u' 

\i her 

■kunulilrr. 


And I i 

,tUr-.'> 

ynu'll leW:,:!Ve U|r ! '1 

iiAeir ..‘/lUM, yell/* 


hv. said, I lull VHi; wuv I th i it.’* 

Wh'li, why, Hide i ala" lya- -i:-urd, la-f fa.ru tyrnecl 
to Ilia. 

** I fust thuuajit !M lil:u ft* la* ‘Ir.iwHd, 

*Mf tlirra wasuH sMauft!in;u la ':'■!' fh-'.r. u, ' im'I' im Ite 
got, tmt uf this iluab Arai -»uu yuii IvA* uv Jt ;iy h - 
I fijuiid tlnirc w.as 1 ** 
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I 

lllh APPEAL 

The <nie leg over the arm of his 

rh;ii; . . ; ■ 'i ‘ ivi’ly at the ceiling. 

Nmv. . I i wiiuin I ought to scrag for this,” 

he inn'.''4 

A >1 lay under his hand, a certain 

|i,ira tliat was strongly scored with' 

in! In’.. I A- trad it twice already, and after a 
llioit h4?;I ' In* Eroce<a!ed t<^ read it again. 

** : : - - h-t - It* ;i arranged and will shortly take 

|iLi(v itrtv.r* a i M i| Murilannt Rivington and Ernestine, 
hanlli d> i'i hE'T f^idy Mt create Cardwell” 

*’ Whv I'j I'wiuuier?” murmured the Poor 
iliapjld she was still in short .frocks. 
r.,rd fn 1. Esfln I a it4!y little kid* Wonder what she 
t!nr:k I • .nian-^inent ? ” 

A lanif ' .14 e* n ;a d one corner of his mouth— a very 
plain iracpa ediit h In* wure no inouslache to hide. 

\nd I . iv IlMjt-nce! Ye gods! Wonder what 
dir think A'* , ' 

!!ir a.df ih u-laprd into a snigger, and vanished at^ 

iihr’-idi ; 

iv,a If’, j^-div infrniallv awkward, he declared; 
**liu hi '* 0 *' to M and apologise for what one hasn t 
ihnr “ dav, ! dnii’i kiiow if I tlaro ! ” ^ 

\pdiE a. Mt*e mmo hiiig for inspiration, he read the 

lap f pai.eaapU, _ h - ^ 

” it Itm'rc. to lUf, Mordaunt, as if you are m for 

m 
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II vt'r\’ \v;u'm tinii'.” lu* !■ ’.n.n'i.. ,i! !li t 1 i.i iliis final 
iusiH'i'tioii. "Mil’ll II ti'.iii' .1' '■ since 

you left Klluiiy. If yi'li !.ikt' !'.:•« ■>:; 1, r it 

like a si'iisihii- ' ii.iji .i'-ui il’.ivi’ i:.; - i.:; ■ I . i iii;iiu'cr 

With wliu.'lt r=-th‘‘ Ui' i*t Im r.l! and 

lii;ht a i»ria.r iir-* ; -ji al n** * < a ; a, ’ i ai, Indore 

grappiiio't \Mih hi-* ; t an:-!,. !■. 

I'liiH l4\‘ Hi ;i nt'.’it |alf* at la ^ *' • v. , auil .litfr a 
ruiiiifiut iv»‘ |*4U,-r ilaVMif. d Im til." la; a ; -.j’*’, hr applied 
luiio-udf iirhhrr.iU'ly tn it » ato; ';fl> irfr. rr 

hist two hv r?;ainiianl t. -I a ,i !r with a 

borod i'XpivrMuu. l!it* llhid orr::i-i fv :!>- hh; in« 
trrrst* It was dii'i-rtrii ni ;t i;; hnr hand 

that had uini loo h.U'il In t'r !.r a .r.d' Ir.d ' pliiftrrt'ii 

the ink in ounsrtpirnrr. dir- fuw e, ( ni 4 pearly 
grey tint, 'ihe td.mr Kelatnai 'er.ril .p u, end tiinied 
up lii". nn.on 

Never! hrlr‘v., ire eproved t.!ir iiii"’:.ivr' V* if, li a |irnm|> 
tittnle tiiat tr'-ailie'd lei a eriaain atu''*ui, «f: * '1 

Ktdidd Krrattt/' In* t.aine des- 

perate hand^uuing. ''ho wai o : i n|i» e years 

agi> eennitru to the teneiir el a !adv ri di te . wliu was 
chas«*d by a Indl f I tie l.t Iv hi'- iv i let -a it fen it» 

Will ynu do the satne or, nu I a f!e tur h'i\ today, 

and earn In r fynkinp mafund'' 1i 'O ‘Aii! \o*ietm* 
jinn the rtafenient iii tlie M looe! /’ f a ^ *41- u ami as 

iunivineiuidv as vot$ eaii Ull lunlea note <' ' 1 \wapler 

if yott will " ! do wond’-r. I loaMud a k \mu if vnii 

were anvfhing bni {hioi and a .*41 e.,i ^ 1 iir-ai a‘« well'*- 
Yiiiirs* in rairewns, 

t \iciavrai.. 

ruuioe, dun I 4o il. li \e*n w^idd really 

rather not/'' 

*‘dliank you, biriirxtiiie ! '* -.aid tie- h^'er UeLiliim* 

I'hat led ^elltiUiee u! yoUlH inirjit hr dexf lllfol *1*1 

the saving elause* I wauild vrtv inn* h i.nlet iPit, if 
the truth be tidd : whult i! probablv le'V a will be. As 
you have %hr€w4ly imm^ru, thr sulah'iy oi your *m 



THE IvNIGHT ERRANT ; 

' dr.iw ; in*' in spite of myself. I have seen you 
b-'lnn-, ;iiitl | mtist admit the spectacle made, 
somrih'iw \ • *i' <ni nn]srcssi(Hi/' 

lie I'Mil lie* If'lh r with characteristic delibera- 
tieu, 1 11 ' i'.sii awhilr with pale blue eyes fixed un- 
^wrrvi’! dv (ipHtn i\\r csiling, and finally rose and betook 
|uni-,.-ll t.5 lii ^ writing' table. 

‘‘ Di'.ir I 1\ in Dirdnss/* he wrote. '' I am pleased 
to U'<t- I’n n n pnur ndations have their uses. As 
vnur liiinl \n !vnu»vod to the sixth or seventh 
I liall he luippy to sei've you.. Pray 

ropanl iit»' }juh‘o»i'v<Hily at your disposal. Awaiting 
yulir fuillna* i'^nuu^inds. — Vtmr devoted 
' Knight Errant?’ 

X hi , l- tni' h*‘ tliri’tirtl to Miss Ernestine Cardwell 
and di pt?*bwl b\ sp*‘rinl un*sssenger. Then, with a 
* unntui.nn-r, hr gl.mced through his remaining 
oajr.p^nirlrnr.^ ’todrhrtt himself, yawned, looked out 
of tin* win i>ew. and tm.iliy sauntered forth to his club. 


II 


CONGRATULATIONS 

v> I slmuld think Lady Florence is feelin’, 

invtiv Inn en .. I he frilow hasn’t a penny, and isn’t 
nvn nil Ineenunble. I thought all her daughters were 
to be piusiev^rs Of dueliesses or ranees or somethin 

inniD-'in' . , . . • f"!. 

Ai.hi.- I'i. l.Uti!;, K'ossip m-chicf of the Junior Sher- 
wuti'l I !ul> lii'.it .1 t'MUsiujj tattoo on the table, and began 
to whi'.tl.’ \l.-tid. lis<.hn’H “ Wedding March.” 

" vv».n.i> r if h-* will want me to be best man, he 
oroivnli d " It'll be the seventh time this season. 
Think 1 -.li.v!! make a small charge for my services for 
thr f ut mv, .S‘ot to i«ior old Cecil, though. He s Mways 
Imd up I wonder what they’Illive on. I’U bet Miss 
Erm-’.tiiie hadn't been brought up on cheese and smoked 
herrings.” 
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“ Which is Ernestine ? a/-keii nienlf r i:if»niber, 
gciieniily kinnvn at t!u‘ dnb as ’* fli.it .1 J hs\-T “ Tbe 
liHle itne, Rut it ; fiie uurRud ” 

'* The cheeky ^nu* "Vi'cT san! Arcltie. | saw her 
ridin’ in the l‘ark witli IHi: ilira the utleo hay. Awfnl 
l)rut(% Din^hra, if he is a nif.iii s ivck ^ ^ ^ 

“Slifckinit lununier ! ” - .lid Ic:! neh..jj^ 

quality that revers a. tnshlitn/le T 

hspet'iallv in l.ativ h'lMivr.er’’., e a real ’as y’ 1 , niarkc^d 
ArchiiS '* >he’s had de-4;0M tU! lira r 1 ::a e l'‘a>U*r. 

Ihaiestfue is a, nice little tinny, ira^A, r ena<|j()^y 
she liaiyes Ure. A trifle n\'ei Hah-y> r.l. ;y f sup|u»se, 
and she Inis a sharp tenyue* t* h . lie' fnifii a hit 
too uftiit, d<»u’t you kisav. f dash I i‘U vr,f!i Halt Sfjrt 
<d f^irl nivself. Hn\ Til !a^.•a^■ I hT.eea i . h* a*i it\er e,us, 
thi‘ hndt*. Ihl yive tw^ahv pmuim!. t'» I'lrah his evil 
Hunitnh^ 

" Ves, he’s pretty foul, 1 hO ^ apj uiimtly 

she isn’t fur tuiin Fni stnptivfal f!;o i »id he, tdkm 
the irouide lo coinpetfs He’s la pi n ’afJv pni* f aintiit 
it . 1 ’ VC met li i m h . i fa 1 1 v an • i f I i r. - ■ * - ^ :* n .A 

Oh, ln*V a la/v animal ’ Ihii In- tin »», . d-t^s things 
on the <|ui«y : it I • hf * uatno* to. H A m , .*1 uj lieip 

thinks he' alMait t^u-nlv 'o ‘C . as i tie n goeS' 
straight and dues tin* mu* and unh. " re ; ihu iiu nne 
else wotild dieam ul OunA I f.oli : ^?.tis liS all !us 
hisindruni wavs, lie wuuld le^ a d,rm nit ? ,4 i tu lit wart* 
Ihi give a guotl d*stl to hiaav leea la' rof ia‘«r hatly 
Fhn’eiicT, Ihoneh, Uetni* poa n*n, loth' !•« r* * umnieiHl 
him as a stm iudawd* 

At Ihi-^ point Muin* onr hiAiu d him \im!. lOlvy am! he 
looked up to MS* t!ie suhjeef of hi, h oatuMti^ oilifiting 
up the rooiii. 

*W\re yon t.dkiiti* ahsui! iin- W* he mqnred, as he 
came, ** {nmH let me inleitnpt* I l»eip | Lieew Fni 

an edifying eh, Art IuImIiI ’ " 

Hh* e!on*t ask me to ptaew von tu veil f.M< A said 
Arelm% quite niq’wnlnrhed. iUov ^ir ^mo. fdtl tliajA 
We are all gapm* wiili anni/einrui uvri ihr-* mofniiA 
news, li it really true? Are we to 1 itintiaiulaitAf 

** Are yon referring lo iiiy engagemini! r ,o4rd the 
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poor Iv-'l in the middle of *the 'groiip, 
“ >, nf fMii: ifs trut\ Do you mean to say you were' 

sii«'h .i }' iln^uh rheads you didn’t see it coming ?,'* 
ru-i-* uM.n’t anything to see/’ protested Archie. 
**Xun\r haf'U l\iiP l^nv, you howlin’ hypocrite! I 
' '-*.1 \'>n wr.ra a, dark horse.”- 
Th*'* Iv-l-din!! smiled upon him tolerantly, 

••ran’t vun eall me anything else interesting? It 
^eem > te have hml \eiir h'^elings rather, not being in the 
'j^now. 1 uiideistand your not smelling a rat. 

Willi'.- av' aar wUs. man ? ” 

Ifr f. j-vp-.l AiKmr’n head smartly with his knuckles, 

‘ t.M, the imie still wrinkling his pale eyes 
t]i.« |.e:-h -ad above llitiu from which the hair was 
steadalv I ' ' ‘ dim: towards the top of his skull. 
iVM Ulilv tie- ’yMds had not been kind to him in the 
.it |.i .oVial heauly, but a certain charm he 
nt>Hvi!li.tanding, which procured for him a 
well *nomi‘|ed popnlarily. ^ 

Vem;il h t me wih you luck, anyway, Rivmgton, 

cine nuiu s*iid. ,n i 

Kallier ’ ” echoed Archie. I hope you 11 ask me 


Wed'dilt , , 

nt vouA sai^'l the Poor Relation generou^§ly. 
ttt ' to lir* a inounlai'naus affair, and Archie shall 

lat*'" a , be'4 mam” 

Wlem i . it to lake place ? ” some one asked. 


to \aear w 
All 

yllKiat''* a . » e- 4 mam 


** i hi V' I V aoofi rv soon indeed ; actual date not 
v! ■'!. (M'nr'r's Hanover Square of course ; 

iiuil u!!. !*.v.u.l'; at l.U'lv I'iiirence Cardwells charmmg 

U'U be a thrilling performance 
■iltii ' -fSi. i ’• Ih.- I'oor Kelation beamed impartially 
h. , w 11 wi .li.-r;. He seemed to be hugely enjoy- 

‘'’•>’‘C‘'.!‘wbbh.T will the happy pair lietake themselves • 
fUo f.H *n4ion ? *’ onestiuned Archie* ^ ^ 

’ ■Vi .t, luv d'-.a- fellow, is not yet quite decided. 

•' I .-^p-. 1 v.m’ll t'o for a motor tour, said Bray. 

" \Hshiui' of that sort, (.oiildiit afford it. JNo.we 
diall 4- . m'lethiug cheaper and more original than that. 
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i? I '3 

I've gt)t an caravan s**ni''w!na"t‘ : lliat lui-lit do 
Katlu‘r a InaLdit: ul*a, vie Ar* hir r ” 

' Ih^pemh on the leilrh rui.! \i-i hir>, laakiim 
ilt’tdtirdly duldtC.lS. 

|{h ? T'fiink ? \V<‘ skill h.^v ' c> fell if overA 

Tht‘ pGHjr iveLilitui -adiade^l iuci a rli in\ aa 1 3retrln;j 
hiiiisclf witli a siidc lltsif .i:g U ,i in* ,,f 
thin:;:’* tt> ha cnii-virlcrril wlc a h*' aa ta i m.u'riGtP’ 
!it^ niunnuM'fh I'c* |tnllr. I nai h:-^ ha* 

Sutuv fCiv wanfijef v^a hm th- ’3'% '-ii A a.n-. 

natnaa'il nnv t4 iliv cln!> alts ii taut i at la ^ rilnav a fV\v 
luinntes later, 

'Mill/ Wla.i k it,? IVIi %-:a T c.iaA h- lualhavd. 
Xn, ilnuX ! Tm ta «tnin:r.’* 

laihoritHi-Jv ha IcC'C'd. hi”'!; !| ,taf <*[ hi; i !tair 
rt'i^fetfully Ic* kunAa A lie* 't.*A.j. ,t mi:? , 4 ’ hjj! 

pipt^ lvavv-tMnt*'4 ht* hau !*» ?h ■ !* t ,.hMar 

saitl a wsanard':. v.»c.-*a *' I* fli.i:,!:: 

'■ Ye% Wdi'J da y»'U want .r 

*MMr, Riviicnjan s rrd ,\!f..a!annt ivi\ ca nsa/'' Xfiu 
sylkihlea cam*’ wilh .c.ifa.t G|i:',i iia ,1 ta 1 fa'v nccii'icil 

io liavc an nn\ue\ . \ m a 

*' Vt'!s Tm Ina'a/' .saiil t!ir‘' iavviirf. i.if ilir- ii,tirifr* ** Wfio 

am ynn ? 

** I'ui l‘anr'4ina. ( an v>et Icen fto' '* 

Wlvjf mn I d- tar V'*n ? 

TllVti' waa a pan ^-n llr’-a 

’* I had yacH hftcr/' said ilia \>nr-^\ nad fin tf|> 
invnihniatv Im van. I waa ,nvvd xou lui^ht 

bit Victctih* 

*M\kit a I'ht of it,** said Kivinpnn isnua!!\c ** Any- 
thing tn ahlij^'h* 

” lllaiiks sa Jinich ! If wae yf*Mt Mask. I kiinw, 
Inii fvt^ had mii h a hnrrid Innlif I »-iuhhid think of 
any nth»i‘ wav *Mit. and v<*u wrir tli«» muIv pavdhk 
pi'fHnii Unit iiMiirtrd to iinn Von vn v land la iiwt 
mirth a Inng time agm If a awhdiv dr«riii id yiiti mi 
fn inindM 

*M*lr;w dtJidt!** saiit !\ivinj 4 ii»ii, ''lli.it Hitrt of 

ihiiig alwayn iiii!, Li.Hik hri'v* mull wt? tttoct 
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}j«p \v 5 1 f ' ! ' * ‘ i 1 5 * 1 t 1 !; ^ I hiligs over ? It would simplify 
tatti : . f ^5 -u 'Iv/' ^ ^ ' ' ' 

“ V- •. =- V. » iM. That is what I want to arrange. 
iHiild hMUK* lime this afternoon? Please 

ly V“:‘* ‘ ‘ 

** \ H' I ; fur .*■ t r,iu,’* said Kivington promptly. What 

l;M*e : ’ ^ 

' ' 1 1 1 I ! i d 1 : * n t w . It 1 1 m st I m somewhere right away 

rhar»‘ IS' ' V. di kU’HV us/’ 

ilitw v.,a:ld tie* kiiy dr* ? ThaPsnice and private.'*' 
A tami < uiir to Ins ear. A^'cs ; but where ? 'V. 

Hivur’tMii in n !iv etaisidered, 

>!. Pat// i 'athf'dral, uudt'T the dome, three o'clock. 

,Vill that dM r ” 

'* Vr ,, ni Ih- tle-ir. Yo\l WOl/t fail ? " 

N^ 't d I •aid kivington. '' Anything else ? " 

"No, <n/iv a uiiliiou thauks 1 I'll explain every- 

hiug win !i w «' liU'*-! / 

“ All 5 1 /it . t iHnildiye 1 ** 

\\r hail*: up thn rereiver a heavy frown drove the 

diidiiu* >■» *ni! hI ht\ fare. 

*' What havr the\ hern doing to the child ? " he said, 
a pieflv drspetaP* step for a girl to take. At 
Ira-d if ua,,;hi he, il would la.?, if I were anyone else." " 
Middeidv tlie tuiiile rauK! back and drew afresh the 
kiiiillvs ImniMiHn , lims alnmt his eyes. 

“* >hr St* HI. la lemetnbcr me rather well," he mur- 
liiured. '■* ?lie M-ilaiiily was a jolly little kid/' 


III 


■nil-: t.Am in tmrmss 


lln* aliemriuii sunlight streamed golden through the 
ratlirdinl a. thill Kivington passed into ■ its immense 
silrii* I le niuvrd wil!i qtiiet and leisurely tread ; ,, it 
wai nu! !u'. wav tr* hurry. The great clock was just 


boHiidii/, thr hour, 

dlifir wrrr not many Fopk about, ^ 
{iiot.strjn Wiindiird through the stillness. 


A .few Stray 
a few vague 
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\\lus|H'rs iloatcd ft) anti fni. I'ut t!a.‘ ar?* nf i]w place 
!ay lik** a spHl a dnmn atniM.apfa it in whith fvery 

sound was hualu'd. 

Kisiiupou pa-'^^'d datwri tlu’ navo liil !i«‘ i» j'ls'd the 
contra! sp;uH‘ nndor tin* croaa tii*nio, lh*ar hr paused^ 
and ipi/ad ..Hatpht upward', into tlio |;'hM\ la ir.lit above 
hitn. 

As he sfooil t!ui^ caluily cunt* nr. da.i i\ r, a li-tii Htep 
snundetl on ihr pavnuful eh*o !o Inin, and a Imh voice 
Spokt*. 

** t )li^ hern ynii are.! lthi ,t ■! «a \m!| io be so 
pnnefuald* 

He baViS'cal lus eyes slowlv a-, if lo' vv'tor afiaiil of 
givin^d them a shfHtk* a.fai hTii,„.r4 tii-na upnn the 

speaker. 

*'* I iiin never late,** hr* r«Mi:iaid.*:"d-. At^d | n^.vit 
carlv.'^ 

I’hevi lie sinili*d kindiv and e,iif It. In.eafl 

'** liullii, idrir|»v!*' said, "' ll ir h.|,iirj;!v, isifl 
It ? ** 

*' Vt.*s. it is iddrpy, Ida! I U':''Vr't' yyti to 

renit*inber !ha.t,d* 

** I reUirinlna' iud 4 tlliU;! '*** said l\T»i'np*ai. 

His pale rVr. d'aeh < .ditianplrOiv dv oil file girl 
before huu. >lie was vrav shin and and plainly 

very nervous. Ileae wa-* no adneii biur’diiie 

I'aidwell only atetfain wild yne e p, , aUedv * hariiiiiii«, 
and a ijuhk wit tltaf some pM'Mplr iMtind too shtewib 
Wlien site hniahid she wa^ a iliill Ibi laiidti mu 
irresistibha and theie \ti. mamr m !e i malr, a ballliiig, 
elusive inagiv too iiaieaent to bo »!t 1 • i \h iv sudden 
aiui very lleeliiig was tea snub* iAimedrai saw it fur 
an instaiil only as site ni*'! Iuh l.iuk. 

** Iki you know/* she '.std, «'4ofU!ae d*-* ply, 
thought pill were nimdi oidri than you aie/* 

** I am fifty/* said Uivniglon. 

But sill* Hhnok hrr head. 

** It h very of you to sav i^#/^ 

** Not at all/* siiiilrd Kiviiigiiut. ** Yeui, I fancy* 
must be iiboiit Iwiiiiy iitne. How biiig sinre line baU 
i*pii<xlu I 
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du vmu rruiember that, too?*' She uttered 

a faiat Lit! ‘h. 

“ \'i\ari\‘," IGvington. I have a lively memory 
q{ i\\r ilrrtat of yavir retreat and the violence of your 

einhaa ♦' wiaei the danger was over.” 

>hr lanejn'd 

ft \v.i.s yea.rs aiui years ago — quite six, I should 


thin!: 

“ \ Mlite, 

iiav*’ ne t 
“ < >h, \''‘ 
set, aa* w< 


T should aay,” agreed Rivington. But we 
,iue,Mlniy surely ? ” 

i:asua]ly. But we are not in the same 
' r Seiue'oiic once told me you were very 


I should like to shoot him ! said 
laiigluai agaitt, and then threw a guilty 


Ul/ 

\V!u> was it 
Kiviu’h* -M. 

At wiil‘ li rh' 

giaras* aisaind. 

" I iluii't think this is :i very good place for a talk.” _ : 
■' .Nut if vnu want to do much laughing,” said 
Kiviai'.toa. ” f.uun along to the tea-shop round the 
cmiu-r. N’o out' will disturb us there.” 

Ihev tiirm d sidi* by side, and began to walk back. 
The tpil iu>iv. <l quiekly as though not wholly at her ease. 
Sh<‘ i'l.uit <-d at her companion once or twice, but it was 
nut till they linally emerged at the head of the steps that 

f iiiii 'wondering more and more how I ever had the 

impel liueliee to do it.” , 

There’s no g.ivat risk in asking a poor relation to do 
anything.” said Rivington consolingly. 

\h iiut I did it without asking. There was an 
uiimi4.‘tk.il>le naW. of distress in her quick rejoinder. 
” I w.is at niv wits’ end. I didn’t know what on earth 
to ilo. .\nd it fame to me suddenly like an mspiration. 
But f wi ,h I hadn’t now, with all my he<yt. 

Ri vim'l < m 1 urm'd his mild eyes upon her. 

” .Mydear child, don’t be silly!” he /aid I mn 

delighbsi to be of use for a change. I don t do much 
worth the doing, being more or less of a loafer. 
guild for , ue hi’exerdse ingenuity now and then. 

It only gets rusty lying by. 



2 it. TliiC K\Tt.ilT 1 

iK’l.-ANT 


Slic I'nit t.nit lifT 

W f j ‘S S ’ ’ 

■ ■■;S his. 

“ f > u ’ Vi * ; i. \v 1 1 1 i i n i f ■' f 1 ' ^ ‘ ^ . 


;Si'-; only 

a ttiiipfira.ry rx.]?ra..irnf , nt » i * 

** 1 ‘ s 

i S ic you 

iinv’", r>’:! 1 

' i ’ - t \ 1 

• s^; ^:^ou 

as I pi'jssii ■*1\' 1 ici \ 1 ' < _ •»' 


ism h ? 

K'st! lu'i ! i i-M'V .Iff f!' \ : : 

U ms.:. :i • ; 

1 have 

liad Iti isi ahr.id liki: I 

r\rti riss 

‘.■'"d a best 

laari." 

Shi‘ ilirew tiiiri a. si ..al 1-d. 1* 

** t. Hi, hn! ■ 

Ko, ili'iiH t In* alanis' tl,” !a ' ^ • 

:id. rrs/'. ss it,. 

Iv. '‘It’s 

l)asl tala* th*^ la'll h\' isr: a* 

S !:■ ■, VS 

llui 

tnorv liiss ytai laakn at tia- 

t , ; i ‘ U /ns S 1 

i il V. ill li(. 

UVrlS Will la/ f.d'aisa ii'-- ! 

S S/M !/;,?■»'■.! II 

a v.M'k.’' 

Vdu think s>/s r ” rfu- sasl 



tliink wliat inailirr will '-av. 1 ^ 

i ' ■ n !, ♦ : . s • ■ I ! 


** la ^‘uu^ inf.>thfa‘ aw..rv, ih* n / 



** Vrs, in Palis for a rav dav-*. 

1 t-MuIdn’l 

il-tvr' flutif! 

it if siw liasl bi'oti at liom*”.. 1 si 

m‘f kiM/v ui 

:».• what I 

sllnnhl haVi* ilianr/’ >hv 

*' tsj vuti; 

Mi'ldfn 

^llildilar, !*vn Inal a Inni; SI:: 

L? Y s!|r- ' 

1 .i ;.iin. 

“ t'aiinn and havu sum*/* toa.' 

' md 

i'.'ivuv,'ton 

practically. 

IV 

h iS ii.wa a U':j— 

W' 'Ul 


Tlmy Iim! tna in a !?: I'sl i = a 

M-r, v..-d rm: 

.uvi ! front 

all pryini^^ nyrs. t tia^ln.ikv. I 


n mI, the 

girl’s rnanuur tirraim* inuru a/-/.*: 

■ . 


When at lensplt la* h-an^-d hr. « 

■iiSM^a .MS ids- 

taMt* and 

said, Tell inr all almnt if;“ .l»* 

Wu/ I '• // kv. 


Shr^ leaned nmmtds liiun ;tn4 . 

o,.. ^.,-4 t , 1 

"M J 1 ' U 1 


You know Mr, lhnghr,i bn;?. 

;h Ida /-U 

ii* \tm do, 

Every one thaa;/* 

“ Yes, I kntiw t»im. 'I le v t . 

ill !mu X.iii. 

t *”st}ii!) at 

the clubs.’* 

Hhe slnnlderecl aiiahi. 

" I use-tJ tti like him rattier. 1 

ir has 4 we 

kr<! 5«rt of 
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T:!, .u kimw. But I loathe him now ; I abhor 
him. A 11*1 Kisn tj,u:Ti!ie(l at him/' 

kivingioM said nothing. There was 
iu\i imi' li » \|u« .umu ill his eyes. Without seeming to 
scan . tlu-y nsled on her face. 

Al'trr .} luMiui at, in a whisper, she continued : 
lii' !*t4i<tVv . me about perpetually, I meet him 
fvrr He junks at me with horrid eyes. I 
knna. vmkiiuat : ‘ - mg, the instant he comes into the 

rii*ca 

S-is* p.iU' . d. hviviiir’.ton still said nothing. 

*' lie 1 - r\‘ iirlg ymi know/' she went on, with an 

rtiuit. '* lb V. ui l»r Kaj;ilM>f Ferosha some day. And, 
at «-um . • ‘n I s ‘>ue 1:4 Very nice to him in consequence. 

1 iitvt r vn!» that. Don’t think it! But I used to 
hiiieli .it limi. Iks luy way. Most men don’t like it.^ 
}‘S!;:b .liimm du tha,t ! know of. But he — this man — 
ism*'* dmerriit from everyone else. And — can 
yeu b'.'!ifve it. lie is literally Stalking me. Fie sends 
iiie pj i- eCifui'-ate things, jewellery, that my mother 

wei/t I t .itif'' ltd arm I a.sked him not to once, and he 
liiindiril ifi iiiv ida\ He has a horrible laugh, lie is 
luilt iMmlmit, ti«s 1 btiieve. that makes him Worse. If 
lie \v>'Sf' .111 tmf and out native he wouldn’t be quite so 
rr\s»itin;c ^ H I'Miicug I see my mother’s point of view.. 
Ntim.iilv. 'Ka would like me to be a princess, and, as 
shr ' f. .. I » .u/t pick and chouse. Winch is true, you 
know/’ iic put in tinaisilly, “ fur men don't like me as 
,1 jnlc ; af i** 5 .1, set! the marrying sort. I rather think^ 
Fm md the maiiung myself. I've never been in 
Bvc. n-v : ” Ihii i cuuldn’t— I could not— marry 

Dm /a i. kc-it it’s iiM guuil telling him so. The cooler 
1 u a iH !i:m flic butter he seems to get, till— till I'm 
In dViuid : \wmd‘'i Intw T can possibly get away." 

ihr !u t- id /ndrc'-s sounded again in her ^ voice. 
Vri\ tpu. tb, 4-* ilnmuh in answer to it, Rivington 
Crofi.dMu! 4 Imnd uml laiditoverhers. 

Dm !iv. r \4 > nrvt r varied as he said : 

•' \\m,/i \mu fmi .U t " 

: hr I u ut |e I In ad. _ 

** lb ink me foolish to 'be- 'SO -easily scared, 



I'iiH Kxii.arr ekivAxt 

slie saiil, a sli-lti ^'atch in v^iiv. women 

ITi:Vl ta.Kt* t.'ar?: nf t. h‘‘a. ^ K I * [ij |)g 
abl«‘ 

'* bh'i.isv'’ iH» on, In' 1 'Lai 1 umiiv w-u iMulish 

at all.” 

Slia t'oiif ium.al, willioiit htw .. , 

“Thin*:"" liave luo-t! r^atn!:: sbwoai\- wo: >■. 
wcnk at h..:a.lv \’u!a.r':'> hwll 1 tM ' \w:ii him tour 
iiintw. I trU'T tu nhue'.a hat nmtn^a- w a a*, she 

wnuliin*! luau* «.4 it. \ ou kn*'\v ’ n,; “she 


is I'.it 1 ‘Xprusnci’tT Mit.* 

!* 

Eit’lJ i, i ^ 

K 

1 

: 

w il hunt 

snt'uun.:.: to, mi tliat, iink-'ss 


la 

;/< . a. 

• ( 

on 


^rii- luis 

tu yaTi. thouylit vanl 

ki.l 

ii ' 

Ilmf 


<• 

m 

•m:t to 

but 1 iu:-t nmm 



Sb'rl 

i 


1 T . 

I frit 

absolutnlv TiTiriotn^ tlif’ 

who 


Unir. 


\!m 

,t 

pro|,h. 

thuu.aht I was im|uviU|,:: it. 

t lU 

i 1 

:;olv I 

in 

hil 


to’si me 

I was UHskiiig quitn h.uhh^ 

niir/ 


:wkir, l.l 

U'. 

i e 

a 

a llttlr. 

** Wnll, aftrr alh tfirir M'r 

nmd 

tM 

|'?r li« 

t 

« 


n and I 

l|ot ili'spiTatt!. It was hi' 


.1-4 


S' 

a 

i! I 

muT. I 

wauit til the ripera oim unhit, .tii 

.1 i 

i!‘ 6 an 

t* 

»U 1 

1 

,it i 

Ix'hinh iric m\d tallmT in 

whs,' 

h'" 

W 

be 

u 

In 

wasn't 

talkiim: 1 knew that hr w.ts 

wwti 

la 

:i ^ jm 


‘ 

!t 

mo 

nir. It was hteenblr ■ ■ Itori 

ibir ' 


i,a ! L 


ii 


gu out willl the othf-r.. 

I SI 

: j 1 

nv 

/ 

\* 

I 

hr r it. 

Anfl -s'lu you ktiuw hr ra 

l:ir f 

r, 

t '■ * 


w: * 

> 

" giiU to 

bnsithe iiuirklv, tmrVim!\ 

\ 1 

ho 

Imn 1 

' 

t a 

n 

LiV in 

Kiviiigtuu'H fjuirt utaaT* 

mov* 


wU !i 

h 

< : '■( 

s» 

m nst'- 

leSSUi‘SH. ** ITiurr WM''» lio 

S' e'l'r 

r 

li fie- 

V. 

. *:;■ 


b' 'idi'S 

the servants/’ shr saiT. 

W 

ii.-. 

f * ^ rai 

i 

1 

♦ * 

Hr 

was aihniltrd IfrEnr 1 kte'wr 

n| i 


, 1 

♦ 

a ‘lit to 

have refnset'l h> sre tiiiu* 

buf 

In 

W .V, 

v> 

i V 

i 

* a -smt^ 

ami I tlioueh'it it a rnmUla 

* to " 

j'r 

m aU ? 

j , ) 


"' *, 

1 1 wrnt 

to hiun'-“’T weiil to him/* 








The wards name, with a 

ru '.In 


b*. 



s, , 

f ; > mb!r 

all cjver. Stir* was almora: s 

t dibi: 







KivhigtiuTs tue.!t‘*s chr:. 

'd V«U \ 

Si “W 

'■n 

b 


oiv pern 

ceptibly, till hi^* gup wms w 

at m 


! » *. r,- 

Ur.'hb 



1 

i/o yeur 

time/’ lie said i;eut!>% 

U’-i . 

lU 

V' 

ri 

( 

}. 

r *v* ail 

rigid *’ 



” V».' 


1 



Thatik yon/* she win 


■■1 

■'h 


rw I hen 

lit was iii a danger ; 

sviia 1 

raal n 


4 


ih’ i.Ti 



me I 


1 

!r tiiiii 


** i!i '1 
lliiil'l iu 


It WM > . 
I h.ivr 
Th' : i 

llir f; <' 
I li > \ u ’• 


11 Lh ivMGliT ERRANT' '219 

‘1 trv riin away any longer, for I was 
‘ - :ind know it was true — that he 

.1 !i.v infdhfr's hill approval and consent. 
!,a h^^wuuloirt leave me until I promised 
;:e ih; was terrible, with a sort of sup- 
■ :a tri.it a.p|:Ki!ied me. I tried not to let 
- 1* I was. I kept quite quiet and 

> : ! bs ; time. I told him I could never, 

^ iiim. And each time I said it he smiled 
i;t . t rih. He was like a tiger. His eyes 
Hat lie, too, kept quiet for ever so 
ii 1 pri'.ua iim, he tried flattery. Oh, it 
' a c.tlenuH^ ! And then quite suddenly 
itv.r ta aii-i and threatened me.” 
r-4 o< ivntrlv into Rivingtoii’s face, but it 
Ino c i le liietked merely thoughtful, 
on imae (|im lly. 

n-vr !:!f' de’,|Hiate, aiul I exclaimcd, hardly 
I wnnl.liv’l iiiarry you if you were the only 
f wva-Mi ■■wliich you are not!’ '‘Oh I’ he 
1' ‘ "rh.rrr* is ,iia.)ther man, is there ? ’ He 

n, loro* thniiyld that possible. And I — 

; Oof chin;.: ‘d, straws— f told him ‘Yes/ 

km.av tlie hnst deliberate lie I think 

' t..M 1 came to years of discretion, 

n/niihrr m;tn, or likely to be. That’s just 
\i fhrir v.iTta my mother wouldn’t be so 
; MS- rrfu-.ang tliis chance of marriage, 

1 1! thmks it. But I. was quite desperate* 

,r;k, it was very wrong of me ? ” 

. ts! rhvius’jMii ilelibenitely. “I doii t. I lie 


V. ;n c- 
" I b: w - ' - ru n 
oth< r I ‘ o* 'la CO 
iImuH U'ca 

vm^ ja , . ’ : ^ 
dCHVf* 0.. “ O.As at 

dw, V. d, Hi-n, 

f‘jo '1 Id *4 w-:, 

1 Ah, f 'a j.aah 
a !ia It I Hi; ^-ivUt 


-• '.OV.' 

, ‘shf* said ‘'He swwe that no 
d ’uUiinl in his way. And then— I 
It was ; perhaps I wasn’t very coiv 
u !n» lainpcrl that I had lied. That 
I didn’t know what to say 01 
snddrnlyh in my extremity, I 
1 rc.illv don’t know what made me 
H'. kiiow if vm were in town. And ii 
ul armouncement to tin 
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paper. That ivuitld coiivioer liini if tinfhiua cist* would 
uiui it would nu’un at It/a-l a liaifpMi.uy ir^pite. 
was a. inad thiuu' do, I kreov. fUit | Ih-nidii 
wen* rkkiiy autl Irv**! h<%ek‘d aied a ruir nia ,1 Irarhebr 
aud ■ anti .a sort ot i'Mjrati a - 11 

“ 'to lha lauth dryivaA’ ainuann d i\i \ is OniK 
“ Stt I tuld iiiuiT site .hnns''! on, inh* -■tiiniy “that 
we wera euMayeii, a.!id it wa , |II a \u< aii!tnune,.^P 

Wlieil hf leaud tied, he 1^4 lit > h m-I | it-aHv tliiak 
he was mad for lUe iiiMUuait. Ih* piaia* ‘fi.a.dit at 
!Ue like a wild hea..m, a.n«..l I I ' lii:\ !v tinia d and lied, 
Tm pntiv mmfde* vou Lum’a, ede u ulaii iheu* am 
mad lad!> ahiUitT Her tjur I; il t fad a,iiHNshet 

faee and wsis poue, ** .d!,'‘ dp' a 1. “ I fnre 

up to mv toonn and r<»H!d4»'d tl*if ptm aapli atiaiidit 
away. 1 datefi uof wad fer am^ ilue.e \hd fiem f wrutt* 
^^Hlh id mvh tit t \u!!i lU p ip» i ih, , 

“Yes, .1 .ha.i.l fluMttd* I'uvar-rtMU ^p.<Lr ahamiv, 
Sht‘ had a lr< liui; that lua «-V’ ^ wr;*' upan jiJ.i* 

without sri'init her. >o thai’s all, \\ it , “ h^ said 
slow he 

A|*ain nervoiedv lea h.rrid“>. fiir»'V'*-d !»*-m aili Iuh, 

*' i’ve- Inam Vi iV heaill.'iOy .itid: ;r ll-'! r T e|tt* ^aic! 
impuldvf’ly. *’ Iha* pm veei m ati leoT od'»le' po'dliou, 
ViUi imird write at oiree arid eontiadi*! i4 in tht‘ next 
i.ssue.T 

** llo you luiud imt iuui^*'u*«e f^f ,t niituife?^^ 

he salt imIdUe “ ! ‘.hall -e-e mv vwo* dm. i f}\4' 

hlie ill’t4ppeil info iir'4 lul Mlieap 'afliup Imse aiul 
M'aia f'lv even I'Uf.tfhmin fie- pah' Idiie t*vrs 

oppeale lemaimal ‘.fradily and unldiukiuplv loved upon 

hei faee. 

After a few moiUfiilfi he %|i4tke, 

“ When tloeti your mother } ** 

** Toauitfrow iuomimp** ‘^hr tirsUaird for a secomlf 
tlielh fd MUIIne Hie will tie ^he »,4id. “ YoU 

woiid he aide to ari^ur with lo-r, Xe* i .tii.'* 
Kivill|4ttUt\ ryea looked faliiflv »|Ui/i|i a! 

I doiiH promiv* in tiy*" lie %4ul " ‘'die m I 
well k»i»w, lilt mii’ji! in the rretille art i4 ‘amlvhiiipe And 
I mu no mafdt for tin ilierr, Nlir h.o^ liioirover, a 
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" ynu ;in*. U*s ;ilnjrivi!M !<» yn! iti 
plaa* by a%iiif likt^ y^»ti. I wnibt yiit u;^ uiili 

frowutHl ;it hrr »riHU:4v. *' Wni v^^'nu't aliurt* ant 
ing luv hrh\ Uni U y^ni aiv aliMV^’ laian : if A’vf clone 
wilii VMu/’ 

'* (ih, nut raall)- ! ■* |4r;ulfiL “ It was fnalish 

of nug I Uiiniif, Iuh’mum* rralA' /ifr mir ai Rir family^ 

FIi‘asc‘ clun’t H'Hwi It ',nt \Mar- af v|^. 

Infanly in tiiu li-an., and I run ^<i'l WM’d.iu't ty 
Spnil a Ja»ud iiupt? '< 4* m,** 

lUit ha iuimnnuil lu Irnw'i till 

s!h‘ slraUlt Mill a i-Minahatuiv L*ta,l im fjhu a» :u,a the 
tahli', 

** la»n’t l>»* Ktuglif I' mint ! ! huc.v vnii an* 

only invlrnding'd' 

*** Him dun'i da it ay, on,/’ hr ‘.aid* i»!i\iiiin and 

f nnduitit !irr lingers Mncn-whai tnanlf.-.Ka ** I*ni 
UHTihlv N«'n'4livn i>n smuu* y^nna.. A'i I wi. saviign 
it won't Innt von vary haddv lu h\i' mu itMiluiii* for'a 
bit* t'Viii if vuu am a lady ut r\!M\ a • lut la .Oa/* 

'* Oli, but I ran wuik/* dir riid rajyilv. "I can 
chaiigr uiv n,iini% and tntu a 

"‘id r.unuir/* !ir said, niildlv '* Voli will 

€loiit>tIr*HS luid yunr voratuiu ‘.untu'i m| laif*!', litif that 
is nul tlii‘ pirM-nt. puint. Nuvv, Imrti ’ In thr ruiinty 
of !btin|Hhur i*^ a htllr pl.nr i alb d U<a!lmb|-,iuii|...- 
qnitr* a liUlr }4arr, ju'4 aliaiiibf and 4 pu t »siiim\ Just 
onl of flu? hainirt is a intll wah a irw ,r ir** of fanniaml 
ati*ir!ird. !l‘s .nvlnllv pn tuir ‘.•jin* a O'ynlif arlisfs 
piarr, liy thr wav, arr y*m an .utm t ** 

Oil* no, I %kr!Oi a litlh% blit ■ 

** Thabli iUn Von atr not an afira, Imf voii *^fcrtt!n 
Then yon Woidl hr qnilr Nfiainhab It*'* vrty <iuirt* ytiii 
known ThrrrX no inocirtv. Only thr iniiiri and tiii 
wifr, and now and thm tin? Inndh^rd an onl at ritiows 
loafer w'ho drift*! alMiiit town and, rny t« rasioiiiilly, 
pl.iyn knight rrrani In hnln^ iii dmi*-/*, Hirrr Ribi 
fvm a riiialio iaiii yoti iKi^dlily rtidnir it ? " 

Stn* brr hmid amt bittglinO ■ a wrrf* spcin* 

tatie<His laugh, inrxprwilily guy, 

** Oh, you, ale gwd'^ju^l gmid I U*% the tiiiiy woidl 
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that von. 1 al\vay.s felt yo,u were. I didn’t 

j-miw w I. • a ItiKli'tl proprietor, though.” 

“ III H V'-! y Miiall way,” he assured her. 
linw iiiio!” ■..In- said eagerly. ‘‘Yes, I’ll go. I 
shall I'lv.- 11 . I'-iit ’’ luT face falling — ‘‘ what of you ? 
Shall you '-t.ii- 111 town ? " 

’ •' And " ■ lie- mu .ic,” said the Poor Relation, with 
his uio .t lii'iii ',u sniih*. ” That is my intention. Don’t 
HI'' ' 1 -hall ''itjoy it.” 

' " p, it pii . iilili' f " Again she looked doubtful. 

•• in louis" it':, possiiile. I enjoy a good row now 
and til ''ll. It k I 'I -p. me in condition. I’ll come down 
and Volt ••..me day, and tell you all about it.” _He 
kin. ed.it lii.w.iiih, ■' I think we ought to be moving. 
\V,. will d! te. ■ .uiaiigements us we go. I must send a 
wile t.. Mi ■ t'eiki.s. and tell her you will go down by 
the seven 1 hilly. I will sec you into the train at this 
t-nd. .titd they will meet you at the other with the cart. 
It's lilt ee miles fiom the railway.” 

\s they passed out together, he added meditatively, 
" i think yi ni’ U like the old mill, Chirpy. It’s thatched. 

** I'm sure I sh.ill," she answered earnestly. 


V • 

lUK KMUllT KItKANT TAKES THE FIELD 

KiviiU’loii returned to his rooms' that night, after 
diniut' .»t a restaurant, with a pleasing sense of having 

Ihl'dllim^ Uttk aAe walked. 

wiw devoted to liiiR sir ■ wouldn’t 

•• There's a gentleman for you sir . 

take ‘ No’ for an answer ; » 

hour, Name of S^n. sir. then 

“ Eh ? ” The blue eyes wideoea wr a momun.. lu™ 
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pinili'd apprubatsfw. " Vi-ry sipiT.ipri.t!. ,” murmured 

Kiviuptou. “All right, It numy ; 1 kimw tin- gentle- 

man." 

lie wu:; still sniilii!!!; us Im i-iifiTi A lim rit.nii 

slim, tlark iinin tnnie.l 'wittlv !i"nt it . f iMlier end 
td imvt him. He hml nhvixii .!<. P. "n p:.s>,li'.,,; up and 

dnwn. . 

" Mr. Kis'higliUt : “ hr saui ml' ts'i ntivi ly. 

Kiviiij-pun hmvril. 

“ .Mr. itiiuthru siugh f ’’ hr d. 

“ llavr VHtl '.rru mr hrh’iv “ 

" At u lii .turn- ■ '-..vm.il ti.m' 

“ Ah 1 ’’ Thr Imii.m sli. w Uitn • ll up with u r-ttain 
arrtif'uisrr, Imt his nuinnv Idirk iiu'U -t.r hr ihd unt hide 
the f.ui (h.it his lips wnr twilHtui,' wiUt ■ si itrnicnt. 
llis ilurk ry '• shmir like thr r\ > d .i 1 ir.t .! , i;(i m and 
ouiimnis. lUtt wr h.ivr imv i • p'd,- ti, t i!mm;ht imt. 

Kuw, .Mr. KiviiigtHii, will y>'U p.uiiii mr (.» Mime at 
oiu'i* t'f husitii ss f 

Hr spnki- withiiut u id f-sririt .(Mint. He 

Stiiiul in the iimhUr uf thr tMum, t.f mr, Kr. impim, in 

a riimmumlim* uttitndr. 

Ki\iiu',trn tiidk u srat un thr I'lhs- mI tin' t.il*lr, ||e 
was stiin.iintlv siiitltH)!. 

“ Cm uhr.nt, mi,” hr’ -iid, " VC.u’t vm ■H iluwii?" 
Hut Diiifihia pndniril tn sl.iu t 

" I iius pirstimim; that Y"n .ur thr Mi t > * il Motdaunt 
KiviuKttm wlm-r rmpigntirnt t*. Mi ■ . I im umr t .iitlwrll 
wuH anmmitrrd in this m<>inimt''> papn,’* hr said, 
sprakiiiK riuirklv Init vny .hsttn. Hv. 

"'nut sainr.'* s.iid Kiviiidf'iii Ur utilrtl with a 
shruK td the shutildrrs, "A midi* wh. it hmU smuiding 
juuiie fiir Hiu'h a huiittilr iitt/rn .is hut it was 

not (>{ iiiy own duuwitiR." . 

Dinghni igntiriHl tin* rniiark. Hr wa-. vriy plainly 
In no mniHl ht trivi.iUtir<i, 

" And thr mgagrinriit really rxt'>t*t ? " hr •pjrstwnea. 
The EngUshnian’ii bmws went up. 

“ Of rmir.ie U exists." 

"Ah!" It was like a snarl. The white teetii 
glooined for a moment. #" I had tu» idra,” lHn|hr# 
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saU, rapidity, “ that I ha'd 

\vf !i\.d . r ■■ Slid Kivington, amiably ragretful. 

" h’'' 'b'' in '1 1 havr hisird (»£ it,” 

\ nil lija. -i havr kiiuivii I” The green glare suddenly 
br;',i;i i‘< d’.' I V. it h ,i ruddy tinge as of flame. “Every 
(tiir i ir ’.v ill n i a i after luu'. 

■ ■ Hh ! kii‘ w that,” said Rivington. “ But— ■ 

,Hr '..a ; -a it 1 tail to sei- that that fact constitutes any 
rivaiiv iH i'.vren u'.. W.- were engaged long before she 

have luvu engaged for years.” ^ 

p. ,t a* . < ' ’ i tiiighra took a sudden step forward, 
il,. b.ui,, d a , It he were about to spring at the English- 

|;iU Ur. <|uitc uiinioved, all unsus- 

liii,.. l.ita •.tie* on the edge of the table. 

^ i \ , i^e, ve.,i , ” !te repiMted. “ But we have kept 
it ,,, .en .-h.' . till now. I'iven Lady Florence had no 
notion It . 1 b'-f - be gmned by talk- 

:! t wa , a ea ,e of - Hc dug his hands into his 

, L ,„..l.ets and imHed them inside out with an 

■■ i, .,1 cou™, to «.s noto 

imUbhcd ae engagement 

i,„w ;■ ■' d-ni.uidetl Dinghra. 

iviviu ’l'in aiuiled. _ _ . , 

’• lie, an .e we ire tired of waiting, » 

•• N un aie in a iiosdiun to marry, then ? You are 
1 .uu a potir as a church mouse, if you want to 
kuoa” '.aid Kivington. 

,''l,f;:d!;rrcrsr said Rivington 
that beast-like snarl. There w^ 

aw.u e .4 the tigerish ferocity of his eyes. 
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•■‘I shniiUl llki' make a k.e .an \vi!!i, you, Mr* 
lie sa,ul. 

hh !euel“yin l.i ^ hin) 

over with a. ruel, ayyi.-i j;.;; lie aid !!uikij)g 

at all , . , 

“Ihis :ul’* <iiu\ IHiif.^lira. !us viUt:'-e aialu-elv very 
Siift anil 6* u.tLr.avr, ela- i> w^nth n ih-.ii tu 

liuUltlr- , . 

“ nuultl-ya;’ ‘-aid Uhlrritijn, 

** She i ' wmuU whal ; 
i\i\'iU!6^ai etaled urn er,;i u-lea 

Wifli a siiuhl, etnift , tiU' i!te Indian 

I’ua H'eedeil to i-,\. |daiiu 

"* Site ia woi'llt a r.Moti de.d 6f !< - !• *< leeii t!i til y«ai 
would thiiik. lief audhir a! d' Uf > a mariiaet* 
heUvet'U Uy I aau ;r kiaa \mu. Mi. i-dua it u, lu |»ive 
her Ufa uud miUir y^/a-ir yiu. r-.,*’ 

*’ 'I iu* t'W:\'d v'aii are!** aaid* HiMu^Hnn , Itrif In* said 
it without ra+dt um*. I!« ?4til ‘' if ieeun ad* ■. ,, hr, haurk 
in liin iHH'kt-y-s mu v^’viua In* < \ i au a , 

** I aiu lull/’ huiahta > old. '.till m tie- i* jauiiiig 
aeuiifs, " 1 ain |at juU'd fe art! «■• v-aa .t wimUIiv mail 
for tlie i. 4 of VMiu life, \d u Vyd l^' /i 6 Im many, if 
Vou df'tdif' to dti'^o. and Ine lu »/ ■ *■ at.tl luvir v,. t-iiiiie, 
Mr. l\h\ in.’'tt uu w'hat do \ou ^.iv tu if \ ms dviv^i 
|ioveil\'. Xow I - \Mm \ tlieri. \ ou le-'d never 

111 * j:'ii'ior a,. e alii/* 

uiUMmsuMuK' ; uor,/* .ud 
“ Ihlt i'’ the Irly to !m\»- ta' '"Ot lU lie,. lUolfei (If 
has she alleadv 4 ''o|o u . 

I dlirdiM iMokfd eu|4Mrn h. I » i4 i'u.| tf le ar. 

"Hie iuaU»i iiUlO’h !««furr |4 \ .ei aud !;•»•/* lut 

’’illi!'* !vi\ iueteUi t'^ » aloe oilri. a, 

1 he Indian i lo * .eti liii. aun-^ and w u** d 

**\tel.|/* K*i^Uiidon Noid a! h'lnjh, ' I will iiaitie iiiy 
jllite, Sini%' \tHk tle-MI’e' U , luf I W a? U \ell |t'% 4 hiitly 

Still oiu , Voii Won' I like II 

*’ speak * " mih! iHnrhia » aih IIm < \e', Jiirudly 
hluatnl at ihe I'di^jhaluiian’s iuipeiiuih.iM lat - , 

Slowly Idvuigiyll look lli^ haial* luan In-* pncketl. 
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^luwlv inoment he seemed to tower - 

iiliih-' '> t ’i! ' .1! ^uvt'r the lesser man, then care- ■ 
l,-y 4 ’. d ill . liuii)S to relax. 

“ Me i •: e ’ li^ •ani, " is that you come to me every 
ii,iy a fur as sound a licking as I am in a' 

0111*1:1 a ei . -ionoe.frr. I will release Miss Ernestine 
(ytr-lv. -'ll i'S fhaf. and that alone.’" He paused. “ And. 

I tlmd. ’ in ' and at my treatment that you will 
t;taud* »i *"■ I'i.ifdv indter chance of winning her 
la\oni td ' . \'*n du at present/" he added, faintly 

An .la :a! eemr*- iulUaved his words. Dinghra stood 
as tle<n /.t i:.n;*:.\<-d far ilm space of twenty seconds. 
'I'lim, valla -a: vaati or warning of any sort, with a. 
du*/'" ''pi n-v! ne spit’ s.shly lK‘Stia.l, he leapt at Rivington’s* 

i;m K’rae d'Jii wa; nsuly for him. With incredible 
swift in ** le‘ aiinpai and caught his assailant as he ^ 
Siiisui p Ihrir iHllMWisl a brief and furious struggle, 
and tle‘0 i !o' iiriiau hMual himself slowly but irresistibly 
ioiwd !»at uu ml. across the Englishman’s knee. _ He 
\ut\ ;i vn-.nai <d' blue eyes that were too grimly 

ireuical tu \m' .tnpry, and the next moment ^ he was 
sit I 111*, cm til-' ilcMir, two muscular hands holding him 

down, . , . , 

** Xuf !>*‘ ni !i:/' said tlie leisurely voice above him. 

’* 1 H hsanc;;, u vnii like, we will begin the cure. Go 
limnc n*wv and thmk It ovi*r.” 

And vm*!! ilmf lie was free. Hut ^hc sat for a second 
too ihtunatMl h» *jpt%ik tu move. Ihen, like lightning, 

xZ'W YuX to face fur an interval that ^ was too 
lUT ‘Uiaut wild loice mental strife to be timed by 
Lnnn !., Idmi, with cleiiclied hands, in utter silence, 
luui’io I firucd .iwav. He went softly, with a ghd- 
in/ l^r.rd like mufmn to the door, paused an instant, 
InMl.^d ba. k with the gleaming eyes of a devil— and 


WM guile. 

1 hf^ !%»ur 
laugltnl \riy 
his U-rilL 


Hi'l.itiuii threw himself into a chair and 
;iuitly, his lower Up gripped last between 

3M ■ 
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Till-: i’s \ 11 itY 

It w.i'i siniiiri’ V in ilaMMjn ilj.* , | tr* l»'ss, per- 

fi‘rt sunuu‘i' «»ntu* tu *’ » 111 tlif n i t 

of all in in .la 4 n. i 4 /ha ia.» 

gui'M*, i4' ba,!?h!iu, 4 * flrar hinwa 4ir.uu^ *4 lanKtliat 
saiii; and di.ittnaul all 4nv haat- 
Aia! ill tlia mkla a»i l!u. paia, !* I na la.- i ariiwall 
dwali jU'i’.ura. llaia wa . t.'O a m'iI !»* spaak 

tu UaNidaa tlir laiihi aii*l hi. wil a ha! Ua . of 

litiiiiaii riHiipaiUMiaEip had umI anti t.* jihl 'upun 
Sha was riaapEh'lv and '.ro u» \v hapi'"* - 

hha aptiil tin* lptMt*a' juit mI Uvv 4 i\n walidaring 
aliuul tijr WHuti>', and t-nuniiMnN H li a h. .*4. fit lidinuWr 
Inn' arm whiaE *4it* vddom nprurd \hw .la I ilii'u nlie 
triad t<i sk«irh, hul. iraiallv ah nidunrd lh< aUrmpI in 
a lit of impathaur. How innld -.{a !a*p. lu o punliire, 
i*Vt*a faintly, tin* lovrluia:.'* ai-aiud la.i ' It M-riiwd 
prosutuption almoa tu try, and ->Ur tra ‘':!lf •! m itthiifss 
mstrad. lint siuapmt ^»t tin- lard'* !i 4 ‘.| got 

into hor tmarl. >ha ronid li;"4*'.n m itiai iiiii'a.i: ,ha' litnirs 
tngi’tln*!'. 

ilr vhv s!m would wamhi ahma fin- imll am with 
tlin liiar nf tin* rating waim !n hind h* ^ ,.ind i; 4 thi‘r 
grr.d handfuls of thn wild t!ow»*i , ihai liitM:'--! if’. l»aiiki 
Tlmsa wwrr n^nallv In-r «Mmin: ^-tiulln and \Uv loved 
nuin* Iniinr. 

Onia% nKpIoiin^^ atMimd thr milh %!i,‘ rn!<od a harii, 
and found tlirra an old % al avail Iha! uti. had h* ro gaily 
piiilitrd and innv sioud in all tfn* '.li.ddmoo* <4 il'f'jurlfd 
gloty* Hlir liad iln* miiiohuv h* it-% iniriinr^ 

and found lh»aa^ a numalnir f^rdioMin nlallv iniitndi*aL 
TlialX Mr, l\iviny!*ni'Hd* tin* iiitlIrt'H h4d Ilrf, 
** I In ivill ofirii inn tluivii lo todi lo llv '.onrao-i, and 
ttnni In* likrs it pwlh’d out into ihe lot t->i •a,,M^d v^aaier 
by fhr walor, and %|H’iids llw niglif ilirifo li ti 4 iiiiiit| 
fancy, f often lltink/* 
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“ I • 'i< ’ * 1 iG’’ Ernestine* 

^!l ■ V, ; t ( K:vin:,»tnn that night, her second letter 
<in» ' ' : told him of her discovery. She 

VvifT’ at-r.' vnn coming down again? There 
;iiv HI thf And she posted the 

lutin' • d a! tic- littE thatched post office, with a 
: i v ; 'M v.it?' smilo. Oh, no, she wasn’t bored, 
-• ! i’cit i! wonlil he rather fun if he came. 

Oil G, <■. : 0 ta tlu‘ foll(»\ving day she was returning 
hntri 5 '.■.tr(4! along the stream, when she 

.t e. .'O-; i'.hc, yellow and splendid, floating, as is 
dG t ti tnnt td these flowers, just out of reach 
Go ^ "dio madtt stweral attempts to secure 

r i, h t.'d',: . • 'o!v '-t't'ving to increase her determination. 
|;m. d ‘ ^ hring still and warm, and her desire 
I'nj. th.' y !'!», not to he denied, she slipped off 

^|iMi . ’G ’ dm : > and slid (‘autiously into the stream. 
jl hn’oiTd. d‘'isn^n4v round her ankles, sending ex- 
qiihif'" ‘‘dl thiilG throngli and through her. She 
^ niird, h* I n; and gave herself up unreservedly to 
tie* f *; a-* aa i!n rrof, 

\ii un\.: Gu*.d«lr uhiff of tobacco-smoke awoke her 
I .a, drlndit. She turned swiftly, thelily 

iii Mor ten G G'-t •■Lilt clultdied in the other. 

* 0-‘n'i G*‘ 4 ( 0 ! nM‘d;’saiti a <iiiiet, casual voice. It’s 


* ” -In* rrlnnsl, blushing crimson. “I 
J;.,! alivom- jttst now,” 


iihtv :o'- " 

" 'C 

VV l‘‘nG ♦ *'V'' Go',; 

- t ,!i 1 .'mu' I M.imt," hi' said. He was standmg 

on t!;i- h.it.t. .diMvc tier, bokiiit; down upon her with 
r\,- t 1 111 li'>' !h-it 'hi: found it impossible to be vexed 
wish hiu,. ' ') r%,-n . ntli-irnissed after that first moment. 
>!i,- 1. I h- d 'I',! hfi' hand tohim. 

11,- s.. .;, lii' lu.d! wrist, and helped her ashore, bhe 

[iMik' d nil -iS him iind l,tsie,hcd. . , . . 

" r lu i;i 1 U ■ .n’ vr enm.%” she said simply. 

•• Ituuk vi.n;' he returned, ctjually simply. How 

r,;;: G :;n,G;;;vV' rm a.^ mpy as the day is long » 
She bef,;.m to nit» her bare feet m the grass. 
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“ fiaA'i- iviv h;ui< la- ■!('•!. 

S!h‘ ar<A‘|'>!rti it willi a A'a;i!“. a!;!i :.af tl.suii, 

“ lua alnait aVriA'tln:’.^ a” alA* ''..uL 

tiawfi a.l/.-:'*, aai'-l a I ; a I’r-airitiiijj 

pull at tha hiiiir |n|^^a 

“ '111 in 3s Wfi'a rjuiit* livGv tnr a A.,iv ta- twn ,3 a !' \*(,|| 
lt‘ft T li«‘ I'tU/t tllrv* e!i a MIU, 

Mill, 1 (luiiT aiivi.u* ytiu tn rn 1 a.'L ay.aa, a af.” 

” oh, Tin llMi aMnia%”a!M' ” 1 , , a aGs happier 

hrrr. 1 saw a Si|iiirul tlua uasai’ ' 1 u •' a a ti* Liss 

it liivadfullv, liutT with a *' if, inaGr- 

standi* 

“ 11h‘ sqtumTs lios/* i>lA'-4;-rvrd lliw: a* a 

Shn miinplrd hi-^ hafi'-llaa* hn I r.3.» .t : ak', , ai! ki'nin] 

it at him. 

•‘ Of nmrsa. l‘ut as it will o-vra' k; adati, if lias 
inisMni, it tliu-sn’i su rmiah rnattS'ia, \ ,'i; i"M;a 3 tu 

liva ill tha aaravaii f Idl- lii'iia'* yati \'Mur '.tippf-r if 
ynu aral* 

*' 1'liat‘s awfully iT ha said., 

*Gdli, rm, it. 1 w.mi im ! la* tap my awii 

as wall ;uui aat it uu tilt’ st»-pd* 

“ Ivattar and la tto' ^ 

slia hiuitliaii har uwu pai'uli.ulv ha,ht lirai'lr’.l luufh. 

*' I'va a miud tt» tnui va»n i -aA, and 'ka’ap iluTe 

mysalf. Tin hmajiip ta knaw wh..ii it li:»ds hia.“/‘ 

You can if ytm wmh ha/* ha '-aid 
^ha slUHik har liaad. 

*• Idmvi/t.hy imsalf/* 

** ril Intva mv kamial nudaus' ali/* la* * tia.s-atsh 
But shr shuuk hai ha, id ur uu, ilnauG *.Ue still 
lauyjuil. 

*' Xu, I muMidC, What ^\a*u!d Bi-* Isaltss ,%iy f 
Xha has a vary tuyh upumai uf ma 4t piasi’U '* 

" Wlii^ liasu*t t ** said KivuwpMti, 

Xha raisad har ayri*. suktdaiily and pava* him a \liaiKiit, 
Sishnisliiuk. 

** Ara you trviui^ lu ha cuinphuvidans i\iw,i*ht 
Errant? "ihssuisa duu*f!** 

KiviiiKluii hkw a duwl «4 Mimka lutu Iha air. 

** XhiiuIdiiH cirvaii'i af il/* hr said iiup^iitiiliaWy. 
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i..' t:i.d I’i'ur relations mustn’t presume 

; '■ ‘V ' t gave her whole attention to 

, V'-', 'M'’" after a moment. 

. i.'.i.o. 1 .-are for ttiat sort of thing, for, 

■ I .uiaiil, he answered gravely. “I 
1 ' /- !ti you tiiiit I don’t mean.” 

1 lui with her ipiick smile. 

■a-i . " ‘.iir said. 

:: nj . liAiul In lm\ 

. * r-’jMV. a ItarnMinA ho said. 

■ r: -i it with a warm grip of mutual 

aha! rvr*ryl5tHlv has been saying about 

!■ ' h’l ,nivlv ariKe. 

. wiHi;' hr Miuh Fve seen Mamma.’ ' 

lap .if Ititii ivtiaiply. 

’.V r. .aH. r4u‘ furkais ? ” 

» ’*4 h titat k Init a mild term. She was 
Mi’ mill ‘anno. I am afraid there isn’t 
‘ f : nr if wr p»*r.i;bt in our folly.” 

..A a.irdI I rll im* everything. Has that 
] j lm~n rnutradiefinl ? ” 

.".i hAivm,:tniu ** Hut it has been inserted 
thra4 

--4* 


\r 4;* ! -hi ft was necessary, I think every 
am* !• »n:./Mta;ed nf oiir engagement, including 

LaiU'- 

I :j ‘ n, /'v'-l a htfle, in spite of herself. 

I » kiiikh winif iho end of it will be,” she said,. 

\u*h t * . * ‘t wu»%t 4iif' 

" \\ ,a: Md; w*‘ rMi tinnv ” saki Hiviiigton,' 

>hr I i V him A i:lnm\ half merr}'' and half shy. 

*' I H.| ^ Mil f, a m.uhrr wdiure I was ? 

*’ I Um' » v4 said Rivington, ** I implored her 

|iHr!liM^4 

>hr 4 'diari'i hrralh. 



232 TIOC KXIGfiT EHl^ANT 

" 'i'hat was vt'ry iugetiiuns uf yttu.” 

" So T tljooglit,'" hf rcjoini-il innil. ; tly. 

“ Aiul wliat tlitl sht; say ” 

“ She saicl wiih srasn lv a J'ansa that ;4u' h.n! you 
out of town to givf you tiiiic tn nniH- to \u)u m'ii'vr, 
and it was <iuito tntiif fur iii.’ to tiiii tiot! lt,-i , a, .hr h.id 
noltlu^fainti'st intcnlioii of rrvt-alini: > out win ii .thniits," 
Krnvstino liicatlu'd again. 

“I said in the note 1 U'it hrhiml ha la i that she 
wasn’t tn worry aliont uio. f ftad i;our into tin- < uimtry 
to got away from my tiamhlrs," 

** 'Hiat %vuH ing' nions, too,” hr rojiiisa iitrd, "I 
think, if ytm ask lur, that wr havr > omr out ..j ihr affair 
ratluT wrll.” , , , 

** We have all hrc-is irUiaikahlv Mihilr, >.hf said, 
with a sigh. " Fait I ilou't like sul iku, \on know. 
It's very huriid, and it fiiglitnis me i.nh. a 
" \\ hat are you afraid of f '* he ■..is I 
" I don’t know. I think I am afi.od of gouij. too far 

and not heiiig able to g« t hat k.‘* 

" Uu ytm want ft> get ft.it k ? ” he .i krd 
“No, no, of t'ont.se not. At le.i".!, mt! vet,” she 
as.snri'd him. 

** ‘f heii, my ilear,” he saitl. " I think it \ i*u will allow 
me to say so,' that ym aie diMini.-tmi: vom . It m vain,'* 
He sjioke veiy kindly, with a g- nth-m >. that was 
intinitely rea*<suring. 

With an iuijnilsive movement of » uiin<lete toiitnlence, 
she slipped her liand through his aim 
“'ihank you, Knight Kitaiit," she sahl, ” I wanted 
that." 

She dhl not ask him anything ahout }5inghta, and he 
wondered a little at her foil« aiamc. 


VII 

MIS ISSeiKATlON 

The days o( RIvington's sojiuitn slipped l»y with 
exceetliiig smoothnm. They did a Uiile tishing and • 
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: t a little exploring, and even 


A f,v ra,mljli*s. 

Ai,. : ^ ^ ■ 

’ , In 1* riitstine's arnaxement, Riving- 

im In- ‘ • 

' f Mn t hlnek from her and began to 

.krt.i i*;* V, 

. ' 1 * opallv and quite silently for about 

m 

r.Mnudv tin* while, and finally laid 

bdu!'- ! ■ ’' ■■ 

• . ; fi frd '4;t1i-h. 

>hr ■ 

' a 4Huidutn*nt. 

., ,5 . , .,: 

^ ’4 wt rn a otfidus. Why, if s lovely ! ** 

li- ■ ' ' 

r', 

■• 1 . ' ' ; 

!, ttr: , bnfore my father died and 

li!t 1' ■ ' ' 

bnv un* bnad and cheese. I became 

ill. - ■ 

■' !!••■ ' ' • 

: r \ r I'in u nur ever since/^ 

■ 1 II V ’ sin* rxelaiined. 

. ■A 

Ml 

••!•;■ ■' 

1 ‘eof wlnavA. the sense of working when 

Vli1i\> ! ' ' 

S'J'Iii'* ' ^ ' 

■ \v* trl t“i t Nn, it isn’t the work of a 

'A a Ilian who niight do something 

i t! ! ■ '■ 

? :n' iu< t lOivf* fur it, but not othenvise.” 


4v ’ " she saitl again. “ Why don’t you 

)•■ 1' ■' 

in r 

■• 1 •; I. 

!.<- '..uil, " if I ftnmd it worth while.” 

11-' t';; !l 

;r4i' ^ iitiii! his pipe ami settled liimseli 

at !'.:11 !• : 

** 1' 1' 

1 . w. 1 t!i while 1 ” she protested. " Why, 

rmi a. . 

Unv < 

;.<■ .rtiti- .i l><t Ilf luoney.” 

i. t!i*' empty pipe between his teeth 

aipi |UiA' A a! 


** riu r 

" !’iU‘? ii'' 

e.M. nlirlv keen nn mcmey,” he said. 

i !i .1 w.e.li-” she arj*ned. t>h, I wish I 

ll*|k| VmUI ! 'At 

,! t wiiiild never let it lie idle.” 

If 

■. f.nilt,” he said ; " I am waiting for an 

ilisjni 4ti' *a ‘ ' 
Wh.ii >1 < 

1 , 1,11 mr.m hvaii inspiration?” 

H r t ! n a * ' 1 

i/)h npm* his side and looked at her. 

Ir! 11% 

, {ur niNtanee. if some nice little woman 

fVrf i 4f ‘ 

*1 li*’l ** f *■ 1 1 

m.iitv me," he said. _ , i • 

1 ..udilen silence. Ernestine was studying 

IlH. %l rl « li rt if 

!i her head on one side. 

i\t IriiiA^a ' 
©f r*iiivi^ !init, 

' \ uu wdl never marry," she said/ in a tone 
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'' rrui)a.hh' not 4’ M^n-rii ivi\'i!i;.:tnn. 
lit* la\' still ftJT a ft’W sr-taiiids, flii'n ■■ s? 
raiii'a-ffl his pipt> tt.) pn-rr tn-sr shuasl’ 
“ n i%n’t bad,'* he saNi e.ritirall’vs 
Shr llislanl hill) a sriddf'ai saniiis 

l)a take it uj-j atpaia ! site pa 4,. 
wit'ked nf \’e)ii to pu a.is.1 fairy a tahait ;:3 - 
lie sliHok his lesat'i.. 

" 1 rand sktsleii jast ft* e rra ■ h 

" Ih) it let |d.ea..s** uv\ tla uA : h- > e,; 

He sniih'd illba lifM evt-;, 

“ W'iaihi if please* veay Hhirive ? 

Her even Uiet his WllJl afeaaute t's 
liuimaiiely/’ i-lie ruiid. laesf :: * Iv 
it WntlM/' 

He held tea his liand ha fit* ■ hr!, ;i 
" Alt liejlt , ilteti. \ MU ‘ !mu 1 l^e las 2,:/. 
Hie I.ui!.;hrd liyhslv. 
dill that hit is* \VMii'i;,iu turns 

Ihxai'tlv/’ said kiViiisdMir 
He enutiiiut'd fe,} lieth! i,a.i! \w< liarr;!, I >2 
Hie sktieli. 

rut e.Miur in ket-p it, if yesi sleSi’l tsis; 
“ Wlial hu' r ’* lie uAhl. 

lieeause | like ip | w.iid if„ Wlar • 

1 will d« » Vuu siaiii?-! hue;.': Is'-ifv-r W'=, ■■■ii 

that,’* he said. 

** Naiirdluny 1 e|iMitldu;’i Iha^ h-tli * ^ 
turufsL ** So, Hu, I isuiiu f-e» kr? p fhi'.^ e 

puleet afteriiM»ui and same *t| llu" h fS* 

hfe/^ ^ 

kivinglun pa%’e iin siil! Miuhns- 
hiri peiny Isiek to luwu 
*Hl!p are v^ur* Aaiial dMa.n 
vei» e. **\\hvf*^ 

" Tiii afraid I mmlA he saul, {di 

yiui lie Itillf'lv f ** 

noA shf* irinilied hllsklv, "t 

I w.eaiH hiiiely In Imiv v?ns « aiue *' e||^ 

avisf fully* ** It W'Us pMK«l t*f vmii |»i »|4\‘ s^' 
yuu havriih bail Very hured r ** 


^h‘ -deuiv and 


M. ‘-I' ' 
h ' ' d in 


' Vsei 


* •" ir:' uil,li!n*td 


■I'rsafdu’f t ? 

h le»usis,,^ 

w ,r‘ she rn- 

t iept Ip. id a 
• t da; , nf lay 

Is' e I 

eushd u? fief' 
S e.si;rv.. 'dliaJl 

H litif, 

•rhhd fMlliit 
‘ I- up; , I liuye 
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, **•'* ^’Tvingtou. Tve only been afraid 

!h'! i:i ' ' ''1, _ ^ „ 

K: ‘1 .t b\^h\ A certain constraint seemed to 

luvr ; ■: hrr. 

" 1 1* i ■: : 1! ^Iv we are getting I '' she said. 

Hr ; e ^ ‘ *ui ;ui instant on her shoulder. 

! h.;/;: • .f.'-uu, ^’idrpyT he said 

sU'- ee- K looking at him. 

' \ t \Ma *ln. f dire say I shanT be having 

.mv ' -Ho -t ,.il, |>re:V‘ntT 

Trj lua’ manner was perfectly' friendly, 

tjf that unwonted Constraint 
da: .! ; ’ .! .'t !i:. lint. He even fancied on the 

naaorv; ihr/. le’ lunh' Uiui iarewdl with relief. 


Vlfl 


liil: nhE'imi:, IN THE MAKKET-PLACE 


1 v». ' t < !a.'. . I i*-a , drove with the millef s wife 

lu .ii iEtraOifu five miles distant. She had 

M i M ••a..uv iiiarket, and her interest was keen, 
‘liir\ aai'rd au-r an early breakfast on an exquisite 
MIS, a.,.'? r..‘ e Ami Ernestine carried with her a 
i a! !: !» i,id that day rt‘ceived from Rivington. 

\hr,i\ \ 1;k ;*'//’ if ran, I hasten to write and tell 
y»ai tV, iT s.-w' I as'.i back in town again I am most 
Ls;. :■ !. ! am. Imwever, negotiating for a 

nUil ^ v,lo- d ^ -'I «aighl ti» earn for me your valued 
a; J . * I : ajsv u aaim, luy presence should seem 

i|.. !:i 01- a, uiite or wire, and I shall come 

1; , i. do I ’1 mui devoted 

** Knight Ereant.*' 

ti;e 4 1-,.' .. m--4rd tliU letter a good many times on 
ll- |H lAiedon. ^he hml certainly been feeling 
a,, vdmt l.'edau ^mee his departure. But, this fact 
leawod fa:. lo:,4. s!ie had im intmium of writing or 
%niii4 f'* !oiii al piianiil* Still, it was nice to know he 

Would 4 Miiua 
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They n'aclu'ii tlu> old t'.oiintry town, ,ni.i found it 
crauiinfd witi> luurk.'t folk. 'Ih-- w!i-do ].! i, hnmmod 
with pco[ til'. iCnir^tiiif’s tu'rii viow ol tho i'.i.uki I ■ jiLu:e 
lillwl her with aina/.fiiu'nl. 'llif lovviut; i»t r.ittlo. the 
hlwUitit,' of slM'i'p, and tho yfllins’ of m. n .■onihiin d tu 
makf s'ui'h a roufu-doii of soiuid ih.it .ho toll howildoicd, 
evi'ii avviT'tiHi'k. , , 

Mrs. I’l'i'ki'i'i wi'Ul str.iiyht lolhooldi ,i uui in tin* place 

ami put ni> thoiMit. >ho was thoiv to Ini', , ma loscll. 

knii'htiiu' ki'pl with hot' for iho in -t h«tiii, then, 
growitift weary <>f the htihhuh. wamUi' d .i'a.i\ liuiu the 
roarket'to explore the old town, ^he '..i! tor a while 
in the ehurehv.u'd, and theie, to eiiU'.i n hi i -.olitude, 
re read th.d letter of Kivington's. U.i . he n ,dlv l.tkiiig 
apart ag.dn to {ilease her t He h.id heen vi t v enenjetk;. 
She wondered, smiliiii,', how luiig his eneiys would l.ist. 

Thns eiiy.iK'ed tin- time p,e. .i d ipin klv. .tnd she jue- 
scrntly awoke from a deep n-veiie to nn.t th it the hour 
Mrs. I'erkisii h.id appointed fot hiitth .it the mil was 
appruadiing. >he I'o'.e, ami liei*,.tti to lu ike her way 
thither. 

The street was eiowded, and hei piii.ue-., w.is slow, 
A motor was thre.idiiu; Us w.iv ihioimh lie- thiong at a 
sniiil's pare. The ji'i-asleiiie oi U. hoin .itu.ieled 
her attention. As it m .ned In r '.Ik- ylim ed at its 
ocriipant. 

The next moment she w;rs shnnknn; h n k into a 
dwirwuy, white to the Ups. 'lli.- ni.in m the * .n Wiis 
Ifinghra 1 

Aeruss tin* erowded pavement hi> eve^ soukIiI hers, 
and the wicked triumph in them turned In r cold, He 
made no sign of recoginlioti, and sh<' s» euted .«<> tl»mj{h 
petrified till the motor had Mowlv p e.s^ d 

Then a great we.iktiess came over lor, .in l for a few 
twfconds all eonsriotisness of her simoiindini;s went from 
her. She rciiieinhered only those evil eves ,tnd the 
gloating satisfaelion with which lln v h,id lent'sl iiptift 
her. 

" .Hin't you well, miss ? " said a von e. 

With a start she found a hnrlv voum; f.umei Inidd* 
tier. He bokwl down at her with kindly roiu> i» 
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‘ :.,v he said. \\diich way do you, 

! t*'‘ul him, and the next moment he 
, ; ;-i'hv thrme^h the crowd. 

. : t::‘ nui, and he put her into the bar 
^ It , for Mrs. Perkiss, whom 

/ ■ ‘ SU' after linding the miliePs 
t ■; : !u Lii w;is wiiiiittg on the farther side 
i h ' f,o iiui' ti.ndv no note of him, but the 
' 1 eiiiei , and with swift, cat-like tread 

’0. .S, 


IX 


Ml 

a I ,0. h ‘ 
di,.:. ■ 
Uu! ! ' ‘ 

thi' k M 
t.O '' 

!imuM 
|i I , Ik 
nil lea t < 
Ida a I 
nov*’, wh, 

iri M 

ill* h? ' h 

cr,i.lk 0. 
^h.it It w 
A K*’ 
it ae 
A 

pa|M-i iu 


; ^ 

' .!i 

. , _ I 


.ait, 

!.»!i 

h-t 


r.' ! I ,\n i»i" itu-; itNKMV 

'.if itii" liifuiory *i{ those eyes haunted 
-'ir u.ty lioiiie her ears were straining 
■ ,.! (i{ .1 jiiutov-hum and the rush of 

: , kattink thi-m. Nthhing happened to 
• n, M. .• of that summer afternoon. 
Ism':.' loom under the thatch she flung 
. . ads on the bed, and lay tense. What 

, ' What Simula she do? He had seen 
. !i. ! t!a< k. Sooner or later he would 

• H \n.! she what could she do ? 
v.iale she lav there, too horror-stricken to 
•, .'t atid over again there passed 
t ,a.;i tiie memory of those eyes. Hid he 
, t, ,1. 1 , oine there to hide from him ? Had 

• • le i lor long ? , . 

,t 1. noth, sat lip stitlly, and felt something 
h. j diVss. With a little start she realised 
drew forth Rivington’s Iptter. 

;h bloke from her as she opened and read 

1 ^he ran swiftly downstairs with a fiflded 

I tm. i tU.- UimUng sunsta.. 
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liHR'luNHird, slit: ran, iit/var iKui^a:;'* till Hi.' t!iria>t,l into 

tiu‘ Hly-di.rkrt! ^^irdu-n of iho |h>-! 

She was tnaiildiiiy all over ulir h.e;!;, d in 1^,.^ 
sage, hat as it tiiTn i away a o'a alitana lae; - !i e o 
Stcdt* over her. She went out a.;ain U ^ ii: • .iliriii;^ 
calm, 

Hut that iiig'h! her trro*tN t.oa.‘ !*eG. uym li-n in 
ghastly array. She vamld lea ei'-e-*, jiul Uv ii •;< lanetu 
every semnd'. Idnally, eie* hh nai» art iv- a \' if* I/e 
from whiidi she started to he.m i:,> oIm m fd,. 
Itarking luriuu'dy, Sla^ lav 'iluv-’r ; !m: uhil's iheu 
crept to her wiftdeav aud Iej.4ao| Mut, 1 *1 ?. “dudow 

of a piue Wood aeio . » tie* Orel !fl< . eu f , 1 n]|j,j|| 
anti «dl was very tlarU. It \\a. n;p'.' ’d-',. j j ejeluJ 

anything. Sh«' 'doud lidf mu* ua> ■ !!•, in i!,, duLut-.^s. 

*rhe ihni snhadiai into e eonGea’ lO'-iedoMr, ami 
thrta!i;h th(‘stiUnt''‘:o4n tats S'd e4eo ,oi J.i a I iinf .uuihI 
as if stiiue animal wi-re pon^hue ai-lfh, m,d» : fie* tires, 
She hsttauH! with a thnnipuie, lieait. \rai« 1 n M.-uani 
to Come, ami nearer, am! tlnm ’.le- In od ti no infa‘e» 
A smlden gnrd stirred flie pim t‘d' - over- 

inasteiing panic tilled le-r son! 

W'itli the vioKnee t»| |rrn/\ ehe -J unue i ,eatl Intlfed 
her windimn and inailr a wild ! piuo; ha* p to t!ie bed. 
She hurrowed d*mm nnd<u tin* I44tdet’-, .u,d Ity there 
Imdtiled, not daiing to stir fot a loim. jour luiie. ' 

With the IuhI glimmei of ilav 1 ainr irts p hm rhr ilkl 
not sleep, The nmht\ huoi had It* In tei\i ♦ luo 
shaken fiir I'epose, Iiel asthestui on*l the laiin\aril 
soumishegaipasslieheattlflieiniil uln-r! * ivjI and iiirn 
ami the rusli and nmr oi the watii helv\, seiiHt? 

came t«i her aid, and slie was at-‘h to o-!I Ini'.rK that iii.f 
night alarm might have hern tltir p* iioilnmt tiimr than 
her own startled imagiindion. 

On the hieaklasl ialde she found *1 iatd aw.aiing let, 
Wlikti she seiml, and rtwd with derp^inng M-haii. 

** hlxiHTl me hy the afternooii ttami. 'l ‘-hail walk 
from thes!atkiiio- 4 {, H/* 

A lerhng of gladness, mi intense llial if mas aliinmt 
rapture, made her Idooil flow }|r to»iH ioiniitg 

ill answer to her clcsjwme tiiiiiiiiciiw. lie wwtlil ^ 
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ritlt li' ; Ei-ft \» tv ^liy, She was sure that he would 

aih. : 

>!;>■ i' ■ > iid st'veral times in the course of the 

ntin;*:. ' ^ in tlie conclusion that it would be 
* ’ ‘ ‘ b walk to meet him. The path lay 
hiMa Is : • ' ‘ b w-‘nn!s. She had gone part of the way 
o.ih aoa • a'.',' days before. Only three days! 

I .. a.. T a.’ a {lie;. She looked fonvard to meeting 

::!a a: ‘ ‘ a ai hr luid been an old friend. 

*dv t -mu aifrf tle‘ early dinner. The after- 

V. .1 . Ire .il'td '.tdtrv. Shc was gdad to turn from 
j; - 1 . .* ;! C) tier !i,siir ;uid stillness of the woods. The 
4;n ! :/ < * »•:,! i:’" »lnwn\vards through the mazy, golden 
y 4t •, M S.r 1 flunk oi the afternoon on which she had 
iViltr-i O'; ia:n Uielrr the dome of St Paiirs. 

1 hr h u. ,, 'he prot'eediHl became intense. The 
lituiiiuifie t -i !it.in\‘ iie.> < ts nllt‘d the air with a persistent 
ilfinu* . It we* *ui;tinrr at its height. 

A !e ^ lincucs hrgan to possess her. She remem- 
|ir|, I tint! ’Tr li.td ilid slept all the previous night, 
sbr r! ^ hTJ the panic that had kept her awake, 
]ii;d i |.u:ai\ to herself. She did not feel afraid 

f!ju Ewiuyom was coming. She even began to 
lIunL f; 1’^ u rather foolish, and wondered if he 

Eu; M toil. 

>:;r* la- ‘ ui t* go 0101*0 slowlv* Hcr fcct fclt heavier 
,il f'U A h'W vards ahead a golden-brown 

ua i.ai : 'r!Timg through the wood.^ It was close 
i;i. null 'hr w»mkl sit down beside it and rest till 


h- ; .1 • 1' 

(. 4 -.- ; 

Ih.U u 1', 
tliv !i’ > ! 
I IU‘ >• 1 

rnl!’,' t . ’ 

tui'l 


.> »!i>' sii-i-ani, sank down upon a bed of 
.•u.i til.- In-at intolerable, and began im- 
„ , , ,t shoes. Wliat if he did discover 
; !i!!tr b.nvfooted? He had not minded 
j h.id •-he. And no one else would come 
h,,,l even lent her his handkerchief to 
ivdups hi; would again. 

. ,i ..lu. ilv private little smile twitched the 
,, in.nah. .She slipped off her stockings 
h. t turd feid into the cool, running water. 


t,A'aulti|; bai. 


iri tlicii ICCi isuw ^ ■ 

k agiiui^l tt Iree-trunk she closed her eyes. 



THE muniT i‘:K*K‘AXT 


a4i> 

All «*x<|uis!t<* simbl- iif Wf'l! britii'; ‘'.tuit* M\'r|'‘ lt,.r, 
woiililnHl Wliat Aul it lualtfi i! •4it’ ? 

The huhl'ilifii*' ut' thi'* wMvv le-r. y\iv i< 4r4 

feet ii|Hai a snuiiy !:tnnvn r^hi* !f;na'«i h^r *iH.ek 

ii|H>!!i hvt u,nii, 

And ill hi*r sirep heard tie* ihihlliu , a Imrse's 
hiH>fs, and drvanml that her kniajit an uii wa-t i tua' at 
haml 


X 

nm Tiarads rierv 

With a start she npetird hrr r^"? s, 
drawing near. It iimst \^v lat^r fhati Jte had thought. 
Again she heanl the tramp mI ,i leti f,.rh and 
hastily pt^ered rinmd tie' timik *4 le-i !f.*fe Mirely he 
had iu>t eunie tin Iim'’-,r4ee'k ! It imnt h<' a s|ianger« 
Slue cast a hasty glama' ttAvanls hm '.!i .lad eaihrrecl 
her feet nnth*r her. 

^ A few yards away sht' t'anghf Mehl *4 a le«r,»‘’s elean 
limbs ineving in tie* threkiifil Mitiledii, if., ndn* - 
her htsu't gavt* a sntldrn, sn'-^kenirig liitMii .indsinMd v,|ill 

He was riiiiiig iikr a liiii;. wiih hf. .Liik face 

tariifi! to the siiii, Shr stai-.l ,il him foi on.- wiki 
momi'tit, then shtatik aijaiua lu r lirr jf wa-, p.t.-.iitk., 
it was jHisMltli* i-vcii thni, th.it h<' im :ht j'a ,. hri by 
without tunmif' hisryt". in In i tliir. t i«-n 

Nvar(<r hn i .uiif, ami m ain vn. I in- p.uii wniind 
faniucdiatfiy hnhiml the hf.ali tr.'r t!mi •.in lti-fni ln>r. 
Hi‘ was »io'.f to hi-r now, Ur h.nl r« ,nh) .l hn. bhc 
COWlTl’ll down ill i)ltMthlrt.s trllol III tin' lilo.s, inotiuii* 
less as »i stone, tin Wi'iit tin* inii‘*r f.** f . nn iinhout a 
p«sf. slow and rri^iiiar us thr h* at of a di nin i Ir went 
by her ut a walking {i.nr. Stin lv hr Imd mu v. n her! 

She did not «Iarr to lift Imr hrad, ho! it .i i iiinl tn hnt 
that thp Mittiu! of thr thiidditiit Insifs dn.i \< ly ijitukiy 
•way, hof iUTuniis that jw’niml likr .. ..hr i loticlied 
tticrti in the uftrrniHui stillnm, 1 hni at hm at !u»t~ 
•he ventured to raise herself— to turn uiid hmk. 
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Ati'l i-i ^ 

evi'; V y 

hon-'^'. i' 

11“ t ' 

w.i ■ ■ 

■ 
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W.i ‘ 
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hrr! . 


:r> li ■' 
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!m '■ 

'1 f. i'l : 

iH/.i ';.,i . 

iih i ^ r: . 
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yo'4 . 

IV., i* 
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y - she knew the agony that pierces 
' < “ phv hfuil anguish in the face of sudden 
' . » h*S'‘ to her, was Dinghra, on foot, 

■ v* and drawing softly nearer. > There 
'ss- Mil ius face, ilis eyes were fixed and 

a -te ; prang up, and the next moment 
iM. a wav, d*)wn the forest path, heedless 
- ^:*a i. n\ tin; stones and roots that tore 
•' ninny; hke a mad creature, with sobbing 
U'Mi staggered, compel them though 

■’ wni f.ir. Her {light ended as suddenly 
■:c VA ,t violimt, headlong fall. A long 
: id:* levd trii)ped her unaccustomed 
- 'Cl .. iMU-» fur an instant of the horrible 
.'a ;v.i% time.; I nr ward on her hands. 

' tl}.* trmrh iliat she dreaded, the 

. Uiut\i\ Ina, till* sinister face looking into 

•;i ! n»*vcr run away from destiny,” said 
Hwitm}/ can always catch you upd* 

. u;d, .Undd’and. She was shaking all over, 

' r init In (*d, fm* speech. 

* S', .'i'i |.'Mf , 

: t ! i' i;/* he said, keeping his arm abont 
V,,;w !iai.l a |>Irasant sleep? I am sorry 

' .M ill" 

; .ud, lier wild r;yes searching the forest 
a- .>!” shn erhd out suddenly. "'Oh* 


ihi i 


II . a;.,* 

N' V' : ■' 
Imf V t'l r, • 
th’* ai.ei -i H 
I W, ill! V M '* 
“dl'' 5 

tiglittOina: a; 
“ \m ' '* 'h 
lim liMid I 


in d. Init still he smiled, 
tin, I havn had some trouble to find yon, 
niOi'’* now for t;ver‘-“Hor at least” ^and 
um \u>.i a was in his voice— “ for as long as 

■ I hiiii* striving to escape that ever- 

I* ♦ lird ill an agony. ** No I No ! No ! ” 
.-.rniiir a vkedike grip. Without a word 
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tlt‘ iiWVvd lir^r l»jrk witll Imn ihr U,t3^ :■ Lu h;-|[l 

S!m* liii'ipetl as slu‘ wrut, aiiil hv iiutr.l it v. ith ,i tn-rif^e 

siaile. 

*' li wcmld if via: h.iik/t tm, away,” 

h(‘ said. 

i 111 , du Irt nia ata 1 'Er I* ■ ' a, :a T *. i 1| 
whita lips. ** W'hy d^ y^a p. wt* ::, a,<- iliis? 

I ha,va iu‘\-ar fliMia >hu ;:uiy 

“ liKa‘pl latiyh at iiia/’ ” Eu! yaa 

will navar ik that aaaiii, at ltay-i./‘ 

And than, liiuluij: htn \sn/ia a; sis 1 - 
and liftial har in Ins ann-.. 

^lia ianvtad har faat- with !a i ha: I a: i !ani;!ifil 
atinva liar hand. 

It is a dauip^nnia ;unn » tia i t,'* h '.-as/h ' tu lauaji 
at l)iiu;hra, ‘lliaiv ;na jihI man\' wh ^ iSii<a ilaiv is 
not (»na wltu IS**"" nnpmd .lu‘d/’ 

I fa liufa hat* ins'k fa h» i n tn: t | ^ lif* %«■! har 

on liar faat and diaw laa iiandi . a\sa\ , !> ji, |- m-miy 

hy tha wiists. 

** Now tall mvA ha ‘;.ud ' " If is flr»“ l-ial liiiva I shall 
evar ask vtni will v^n niauv na* , '* 

•* Navar ! slu‘ utuL 

** !la rMi'afnl ! ‘’ Is’ Itstka in wauniudw is 

not ytnir answar. f.uak at tna ’ info uu aVi*H! 

Ihi you think \\m aia wja* ni aimok ua- -at h au auswar 
asthiil?*' 

Ihit slia would isa uiaH hiv a^*', s}|r 4n»d umI. 

Iisi4*n ! ’* ha said. '* Som n^'Olai an-n you 
to ina. >hv will Uavai N|n'4k !«* \S‘a. ./Jits. I . pi ahmy 
prolllisafl wifa, I ha\a *w^Min Im laa that t h d| in.iki* 
you aarapi uus No pnwrr on ^aiih t'.iu fakir \i/| fnuu 
Ilia l'j'nas!nit% listen t Vou atr iha ladv UMUiaii wlm 
rvar rasisU'd im% and for that 1 am pmim* to inaka you 
wllill I liUVCMirVrr ilrsllrfl to lloika aflV Wottiail lirl'oir 

my wifr not my srivani , tnv ipirrn tnii my 
%hvi\ I ran uiva you avmihinit uml a ilia mim 
You will Im a pitmrss. Vtai ^%i|| haw w«a!iip |rwf’ls 
»iirh as you havr lir%*rr iliraiiird of, pahurs, Htivmili, 
licuioiir 

*' And you ! ** rfie cried liyrtcricalt)P. " Vmi I 
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Yr-;* alls! rra%’’ he said. “ But you wilMiave me in ' : 
i i:ai Mf aiiMiher whatever your choice. You wonT 
;>r\ .<’.1 ;\ rue. You may refuse to marry' me, . 

*• ] i!. Y. ‘.lu* luirst out wildly. I do T' 

•* r.:;v lu* saiit again, very deliberately. 

And thru, I «»!r,|)r!led by she knew not what, she • 
la'! fa I'lis. And all her life she shrank and 

..liU'; : u'd al tiu’ dn-ad memory of what she saw. 

I-h: s- t tuj.l , \ir did not utter a single word. For 
vvniidr. hr- rW'; lubi hors, arresting, piercing, devouring, 
dh - iMiild lint i-*rape them. She was forced to meet 
turui. aih'i’if. with fe.ir ami Icvatlung unutterable. 

'* ^'nn lie said at last, as though concluding 

'HI ,u MniHiit. " You are mine 1 I can do with you 
i .i, I will exaetly as I will I ” He repeated 

th»‘ \vt »rd ^ .due? 4 in a, wliisper. 

iiui .if thut ■ le‘ eried out, and began to struggle, like 
a Ini d ! ‘r 0 nm its wings against the bars of a cage. 

Hi . iiuld liriMine cruel in an instant. He forced her 
liaiifl. Iniiiud Iht. Imlding her imprisoned in his arms. 
Hu tilted hii head lack. His eyes shone down into hers 
tike tii- e\e * of a tiger that clutches its prey. Hequelled 
Iui‘ ie-4'4ame bv sheer brutality. ^ , 

■* I luivr w.iined you!*’ he said*, and she knew 

in . tiu.mvlv ili.il lu'Wtnikl have no mercy. 

•• n.,w (Mil 1 m.trrv you?” she gasped m despera- 
(i-.n, •• 1 to~aiK)thcr man ! ’ . 

■.■•h- '..iw !«:. fare change. Instantly she knew that 
sin- Imd ni.idi- a mistake. The ferocity in his eyes turned 

t,i il. vili h m.ilhe. 

wtU uwirv me yeti he sard. , e>,o 

•• itut rmn will come to hate me some day! she 
cried, ilnlciiitig at straws. " As— as I hate you to 

‘’■‘hI hu.k appalled h(;r. his lips were close to 

■•HI do" he saiil, with a fiendish smile, I shall 
find a lemedv. fhit sulong as you hate me, Ishallno 

'vvitMh.it iie suddenly and savagely pressed liis 

li|H to 
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XI 

THE TIGKH’s EENI^IIMEKT 

Thai hiss was to luaio.aiia* tli»* ilinux ainl 

xciiilh ol’ hornas It soaiiiiai M‘ar an4 l*h a« i Is t \i ly 
suiil with an ans^uish of rnputaon that wmiiI.I - tar hrr 
ninintay for all tiino, Sh.o rotainail \u t i ou-a umi an 
hut slin nt*V(‘r knt*\v hy what liiilttnin^ 'iioln- slir was 
snt foHs Sht* was hni 4a’/, ed, hliii4*'4, hv !r r hntiMr 
to malisis lint snddonly Iho taaial i;up that 1 h 4 hia‘ 
lu*l|ih‘ss was A vaipu* tonfU'Tai 'owiin luinfa hvt 

oyi*H. Hor luuH*-, dotihlfsl iiniEr Inas ■.aul., iluwu 

in a luiddloil hrap, aial iav quivaain;:. 

Tlu*ro i’atiii‘ ti» tt^r tin* s^aintl of -am •alims t!i«' mhiiu! 
of rmsiniti tlio soutui of htms, Jun, m* k ami -.prut, 
slio liaadnl liiUi** ol tlniirr^ till a m Ham nnaaiony 

of Sraiiid lH\i 4 au toihum IIm It mto In t •.< m.r sh** iainn 
to full uiulrrHaniiiu^ to nta* iHuphia, ui t!ir yup of au 
Knglislunan* Inanit hidaMioiv tlna.li* I luih Itm own 
horsnwhip. Ho was <|tnta pown'lrs. ni th it ipijs hut 
he would Ul*ht to fh<* rinh and if ^^rrmril iImi t!ir rUii 
was t lot far oh. Tho punHinieail nnr.i hair hmi |*oin|,; 
on for inanv sei'ondN. Ida lua fair waa qiiiti' luad and 
stmikiHl with Idt^od, his hatuH ^poprat !4uid!v, iiiMf.ing 
the air, In* stanieu'od at eaeh hhav. 

The whip hd! tlail4ikf% wnh ah'.ohile |ir«s i’aon and 

regularity, It spaied im |e‘isl t4 linn, lie* eoaf was 

nearly torn oil. In oiw jilart% nn ilir rhonidm, the 

wliit,e shiH was expOMsi, and this aKo wan sti'rakeil 

with hliiiitl 

EriieHine rroiirhed iiinlrr l!io frer and waliitfsl 
But very soon a new fear sprang up ivillnn lea, a fear 
that made her nilk?cl iilt her ^Iretigih foi It 

was hointihing in that awliit. livid hue that pioinpird 
her. 

Nile snuggled iliffly to her feet, taler she wofidrrni 
how, and thrw near to the two nirii. 1 1w mdiir ling whip 
cwitiiiiied til dmmuk hut she had im fear t>l that 



* lit* 

1,11 ' '1 'HU. 

i ( I,'!. 

go u 

K'r.rr';.-' 
wlr.t’ ' ;ir:i 

- I lit’. 

b* f li h: ~ 

I V, 
rll^'i>\U. S 
-ho \vj . 
1.4^ ?, -h- i 
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liio^ r|rio» till nfui was almost under the up- 
>iir‘ l.lid trembling hands upon a grey 


w.ry urgently. " Let him 

'• ]** 

iluwii into her white face. He 'was 
i A lute tn the lips. 

witli hiiu yet," he said, and he spoke 

, he S lid. " I know. But he has had 
ei ’.(iit itii't kill him.” 

! I 11. ■■ ly i-.dm, and her calmness took effect. 
■.;dii> d .it th.it also, 
il.cd the f.'klumsted man upright, 
i. ' ” hi’ s.iid to Ernestine. “Go back! 


I \vi in' t i. lit hiiu ! '' 

-.I,.’ t.m;. hisii at his word, and went back. She heard 
Knii.. ti’a .p'-ak hrit’ily and sternly, and Dinghra 
tir.uoMi’ ..etiiihmg in reply. She heard the shuffling of 
h-il, .md kiirw tliat Kivington was helping him to 


w.dk- 

i a hit!.- while she watched the two figures, the one 
• the uther, ;w they moved slowly away. 

! till,’, hi .i'. lead w.is sunk upon his breast. He slunk 
ah I!..; hie’ .1 heat'-u dug. Then the trunk of a tree hid 
Ue’iu Ittoii lea •aght. _ ^ 

\Ue ti fh-ii happetied, Krnestme suffered herself to 
coll M I ' Iti lull tlie muss, with her head upon her arms. 

thn -dte presently heard once more the tread 
of a hoi'.< i‘ '- 1 . and counted e:tch footfall mechanically, 
■jii. y ei.w fainter and fainter, till at last the forest 
sdrm .rt.diMwed them, and a great solitude seemed to 


wiaolet iiiund, . , , , 

Mmol. . iM’.a’d, She did not stu. Her strength had 
gone lUiiilv ftoin licr. Finally there came the sound 
tif a ipm t fiHitfall. 

t In’,!- tu h* r it c.imf, and stopped. 

•' U he » Imtiv ! " a quiet voice said, 
she tied to move, hut could not. She was as one 
Piii.ilv'>cd. She could not so much as utter a "word, 
lii ueU dowtt beside her and raised her to a sittmg 
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pusiurr, ^.o that shii Icaiiad liiiu. hd 

so, ho pi’iiily ruhlHul h.er oEta'k. 


“ INn-fr lit t lo tdiiiavv' ! ” In* saivi. 

' ^ 

It‘s 

■! 0 

lit! 

ri yid 

: '' 

At smuid 

of the j>itv and I lie tra: 

idenu-' 

i 1 1 t 

I In . V 

1 d'e 

soinrt hill;: ; 

;(‘i ailed to lireak wilhiu 

Is 

W tie’ 

awful 

^ . SI 

stfi’otinii pa 

;o‘d, Slie hid her lae.t. 

* u 

p« ai 

in 

. . i M a , 

an* 

hurst into a. 

wild apamv of wi'etrimp 






n<’ laid ti 

;i,; hand u|)on luT luMd. 

ar. 

d e 

pt 

it til!’! 

e toi 

a. whilf' ; us her sohhin;: i,i 

'eH 


' ti'i ' 

and 1 

an *n 

viiihail, ht' 

[sent over her, 






“ I)''»ud « 

u'v so, i'luld, hn* Hi'UVi 

af 

. sa 

e , , 

he 

-uUt- 

eanas-ih . 

■■ It’s iill ii;;hl, (It-av ; 

s.ll 

. II 

;hf , 


. -in 

ixulVtUh; '. (iV ; ” 






■■ I -.liall 

never •■■-ft'e] saire ■■■■■■ a 

nil 

1 ■’ 


le e| 

p 

lnUWrrU lea 

' stdis. 






“ Vr .. v» 

yn)i will/^ !m‘ aA:a,ir: 

rd 

II.-! 


** VmU 

w i h 

have uii* to 

take care nt you. I 

v/e.. 

ill lit 4 

I.'.iVe 

y'-e,i 

aisuu.” 







■' Dut th'- 

nieht'.'i ! *' she erietl wikilv. 

» ¥ 

111 

e n; ‘hi 

( . , 1' » ■* 

“ Hiidi !' 

’ he said, “ lliisfi ! 

J!i. 

■re 

is 

a* ahn. 

hJ 

.<!rv about. 

I will take eart* *d' Vein 

4l 

no' 

hd 

! e- j/' 


She he:.:aii to a littfi* e.iluw: 

r. 

'1 h 

* a 

n in^ 

-e t»i 

his manner 

St Milled her. But .ha 

r a 

r 1 

■n : 

tn.'S" 

;'*e 

rnmehed fie 

lU'e ‘diivei'inu, wit:i h a f. 

es! 

hr i 

, d ■ ; 

n whn 

e 111 

knelt (‘e .ide 

' her auil stiuked her h 

.nr. 





At last h.' 

' tnnvnd as tlrardi fo 1 ; 

■« ■! 

iUt 

on 

fin- i'i . 


she lint* h* '! 

1 at liim with teuli h ee 1 






" Dnii't 

ist ! Bond have nr 

1 

Y. 

:al 

■-♦aid 

you 


WHiil»iu‘t ! '* 

f aiH nnt |u. ChtrjwT Ito s.iid. ” M-ai'l hi: 

afraiii ! ” 

Bill 'E*' \s\x% afraid, and i-Miiiiiinrit to . ha-: \ 1 hini vrrjs' 
tigldly, ihMuaJi •,h»* would not i.u*^ he-: u 

ronto ! iio ’.aid uoullv. at hii :t!i ' hi tf't, 

Wiuildud \aHi hko l*» hatha yoiii t^'ri . 

’* Vo!i will ^l-ty with ina f ** di- ahi-p^i-d, 

I aui 4oiU4 in haiji you d«m*ii In ih*' lii* 

Haiti. 

r^ori’t 'duiiT rau’V rna ’ “ di.* ialt^a-i-d, 

**<lt MHirna Hill! Vuu r.ut mi llir» il 1 

holt! you ujK*^ 
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rtui \ I’f'lnrtaut to move. 

'‘1 1 ’ w.it:! vuu U\ look at me/’ she said, at 

i, f , : H . T. " 1 Uvl such a fright.” 

/ * '* ‘ hhirpy !” he said, 

i .! i‘ ’ i Ur: o littlr. She dried her tears. She 

vv:,' . r -i U:ia fo whm: her to her feet, but she kept 
,, r L - ; ' , 4 hH i*yes. 

'* 1 , A ‘ ' \ - I atr going/* Said Rivingtoii practi- 

i::\ . 1 U ' ; . ‘.ov Him. You mustn’t mind me, you 

TA'. 1 5% ^;,od ‘ ” 

p. I hi; aUHanee, in silence. She, was 

I ‘ ;j. . I li nU«‘ 4tiovi‘ to conceal the fact. But 

^ . p. r.' ‘ .A 4 on o morn on tlu^ brink of the stream, 

j. . ; . o-i! 4 1 hob, and would not be suppressed. 

1 'j. . . . i! ippv ! shi* whispi'i-ed, “ I didn’t want 

nni h- V ♦*. mv paradise/’ , _ 

hr, in A,, a ‘.ud uullnuip She did not even know if 
!e, 4 i I , and d he Wi-re aware of her tears he gave no 
aeti. lie wa.'i j-*,eiiily liathiug her torn feet with his 
iian-H., 


t II K 10 lit EHHANT FLAYS THE GAME 

s!i** Im eoinmand herself at last, mid to be 

pirvpi' < ddv aJiainnl of her weakness. She sat im 
!lnwA a./rpiing his ministrations, . till Rivmgton 
, l,.,i t./s./r his luuuik.rchief mto strips for 

then she put out a protesting 

‘‘■‘“'l,,..! -v.«i sli.niWn’tl" she said rather tremu- 

4t h.T with his kindly smile. 

'■ ti'-. .41 uijht, rhiqiy. Fve got auother. 

Sh- ! , tu huigh. ft was a valiant e fort • ^ 

- i knuw I'm u horrid nuisance to you. It s nice of 

y „0 lu with a touch of 

kiiiK that ? : ; 
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■ 1 think soT' 

Sli«* lrii‘d and sinTrnch.t!. 

*' I’hahs Indtnr/' said Rivin^d-nii. '* .Xnw ha* flu> 
shoes. I t'au put tht*ui on/* 

'* T (loud like ymi to/* she uninnuri'd. 

'' i\ni|;hts errant always <1o tlial/’ !e‘ aNMUrd Iht. 
** lt*s part of the game, C'orne ! 1 hat’s j^hatdidl 

How does it feel ? ’* 

** I think I t‘an Innir it/* she said, uinler lifr i»re;:iili. 
lie <!rew it instantly t*fl again. 

No, yo!i ean‘t. Ur, at IraU, ynu aie imf yoiis* 
LcKik here, i'ldrpy, my dear, I tliink voii inn-a ha me 
carry you, aiiyliow flir tsuavam If r i/i l.o, anif I 
am fetcii you some slippeo. toati llie mil! Iimiii titere. 
What ? You iloi/t mind, iio vou An old U!» mi hke 
me, and a piJor relatiou infti the hausun ; ” I he iilm- 
eyt‘HSUuhii at lier tpu/./irailv, an»l iv pi i •dueau'lw 
But her whift* Idi'e eaiUMaied, and die iuin» d it .eida 
I ttoud want you to/‘ »'4ie said pit* mo -h . 

Ktu hut youdl put up ’lutii it * *“ he iinsd. ** Ifs 
too small a thing tf» argue ahout, ami vou h>a > too rriuidt 
to refuse/’ 

H<' rose with tla^ woids. hhe li^uke'it iiji at Iiiiu witli 
quivering lips. 

You WouUll/t do it- it f frlu-a'd i ” %lie lalfrfrd, 
The smile went out of Iun « ve-»„ 

I sliall never do anyllting agaiiisf vmii ui!I/’ In' saiiL 
** But I doi/t know how y^ui will get ten k if t doi/t/* 
She pondered tins for a mmiieiit, iheig tiiipiilsivt'ty ;tii 
a child, stretched up her anus to tiirin 

AH rigtit, Kiiiglit Errant. You mav/* she said. 

Ami he bent am! lifted her wiihMiit Itiiilu’r wmials. 
They scarcely sjioke during that iniiinry. i tiilv mice, 
towards tins cm! of it, Krnesunr iisknl hint if he were 
tired, ami he soniled lltr idea witli a hiiigtt. 

When they reaclti^d the cariivjin, uml Ite md lirr down 
U{Hm the step, she lliaiikal him meekly. 

We wilt have loa/* said liivingtoii, mid pioi'reilei 
to kmim hr tfm for llik meal tii a Im:kcr 

imicle the caravim. 
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11 - i‘'‘ ‘ ‘■■I'irit lamp and Mled 

I- inr, mI fhr tea krrelegated to Ef'nestim^ 

•’ \ \\ -i- *i It !iflti^rtlianaman/''hiesaicl. 

A; «: V ‘>h'' u;i> tliiH ocenpiad, he produced cup® 
U*l ‘ ‘ - tm uf biscuits, and laid the cloth. 

K, s .it< 4 him .rlf mi the grass below her, and 

r;M:; v.r!' - I'A to partake with her of 

hr* 4 *- . plMUrlnl ' 

\\ h- . . M\i r !m* wiisliad up, she drying' the cups; 


ju! ' ■ “ 

Ui . ! ‘ M 

, t| stiiviiif,' with somewhat doubtful 

ijuitnal uiid unconstrained, 
i ; ; ii 1 ‘.UKikef” he asked, at the end of 


:h4. 


' i U . * 'M 

; li.c.," -hf answered, and he brought out 

Je*" ! f ' i 

A. 4. 

(v 1 !ii:;i lill and light it, her chin upon her 


ir u.tr rtili v«/ry pale, and the fear had not 
^nar' V. ! . 'h V li» -ui lui' i-ves, 

** \mw Tin gMing 'ui talk to you,'’ Rivington 


“ \ . '■ ;.!c" ‘..liil ulluT faintly. 

IP I 1m< I wiili lus anus imder his head, and stared 
iipihtM'., h th»' brn-i h I H,nghs lid he cloudless evening sky. 

•' *l v\ \ MU !U 4 Mf all to remember,” he said, ” that 
^b if I ' lid 4 ^Uiile ago I meant— and shall mean 
hn All tear”. 1 \uU urver do anything, Chirpy, against 

^ - .hr di !ib» 4 ’ate!y. Idc ^vn.is puffing the smoke 


up'A.i? 1 su h'lie Npiiah^. ^ ' 

'* I h 4 I ^ pmir nndersttiod, is it r 


he asked, as she 


Otherwise, 


did le '* '■p'Mk. _ ^ , 

** I thiul '•»«,” said Ernest me . 

5 u v,,»tuJ..M,uit.-stmi” he8aid. 

wh 4 I lilt U' *44* to siv tnay startle you. 

'• M< .1 u ilitH, I shiiii't Wi'htcn you, he rtjomed. 
''v:r;udv »u'.h..» That is what I aru 

n\i!, ' l.‘ .iiiaiust." ... 

i!kr -..i; i. . , 
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}i<‘ Sill op aiH.l liH^kod at hor. 

“ I IliinkA Ro sail!, that \wi stand in vi-ry st^rbus 
nard nf s'hini* niu^ to li)iik attar yoin” 

Sha nt.ulf^ a slb'ht, iint>aliant inavainriit. 

Why |.^o iivar uhl f 4 ri'Mind f II v^u n jI 1\^ li.tvr ;iiiy 
daiinita sU'.'pvst iiMt to niaka, whv nat tnala* a . " 

Riviuntnu iia''»pt*<i his hand". a.lH»ut his kuff:;. Hr 
coutiuufii to It»t>k at, har sprrulativt \\ , Ins pipr hriui-rn 

Ids tislh. 

LiHtk t1dr|iyT !u‘ nuu!, a utonioisf^ I 

canM hrlp lldnkini; that you wsadd lia i^stlar on' and a 
good dtsil hai^jhar if you niat n<ni.” 

ff f luatriad!*^ Hrr a\'rs i!a .h»-d staUh-d iutrr* 

ri>gatit)U at liiiu. ** If I luanird ! raj^'af^ii 

almost harai’ly. ** I would rafliar ‘lir* ! 

I didiid sUftnast that vo!i shituld uianv IhjuTra/^ 
iu* puintrd i>ui uuldiv. “ Ha is isa thr tiuiv mau m thn 
work I.* ' 

'rha lud aohmr uishrd U{* oVin lo r l.iir, 

’* I la V* tha olds* our tliat avrr waufad nia/* sha sakR 
iu a uunfli'd ttniJ*. 

** IJtuta sura of tltat ? *’ said Kiiiu.don, 

Sho did md answrr him. sIm* w.is plaviu;,: nrrvoiiHly 
with a ^d,raw that shr had pulk-d from ifir linui u| the 
Caravam I tar ryas Waia itowuaad. 

*nVhat ahma" ma b* said Ritmefou. Hunk ym 
coulii I'lUl up with ma a% a !iu .hand r 
Sha shook liar haml in Mkaiar, 

** Why lud 'f hf* said asudlv. 

Again sha shook har lirad, 

I fa kiiall tij'i suddanly hr^ada hrr, das aiding Ids 
|.n’d laitl his hand on Inns. 

** Tail ma why md/*' ha ^aiih 

A littla ti'iinor want through liar a! his ImUiIi, She 
clkl not raiiia har eyr*^. 

** tl woiildidt do/* shr sail h luu' vmi« r vriy |,.iw, 

You itouR hkf nia f ** hr qiirsiiunad. 

** Vas ; I hka vom Ii aaiT iliaf.'* 

** Than -wh»il m it, i'htrpy ? I liahavr ymi ara afi.iid 
of Ilia/' ha said half i|iitx/acally. 

** Vm miV* flio ikdaml# with vrlifiiiaiiaii, ** Tiii 
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^ X a Jvmght Enunt, Fm only afraid 

; ; : i-M .p votir mexmmg/' he said. 

’ rj ■,;)'( X plained, 

iX*u'f know me very well — not nearly 

. <".v V-’-n/' 

, . , i ixaeudi to be fond of you, Chirpy,'* 

: ■!' i-r-'a-, >■ vou don't know me,'' she said, ' 
, , ; ;a .1 link*. “ You wouldn't like me for 
i - , Mvn never do." 

■ . t h,-' •/* said lhi‘ Knight Errant, with some- ' 
i.. " It's tluir loss anyway.” 

. ' i i iiUH, 

. !,t^v h! vhu tr) say so, but it doesn't alter 
; /P* . •*’ Sl'ie I'KlUSed. 

'■ >arl l\ivingta.m. 

1 .0, lam ’eaddt'nlv, 

,;:t Ili.it idee little woman who may turn 

e^ninn* of Rivington's mouth went up. 

},,;.nnr|w;’ he said. ” To tell you the 
; r..,.S.,,ntUmking SO for some time. 

/ 'f w.inl lu »>« ? ’’ lirnestine looked 

.‘yes. ■' it isn’t—only— a chivalrous 


"i!,*' ! !i j |m d. ‘inis.' steadily. 

t*' „ . < * ■ t - *■* it 


.. ' !; • ..•.d.inllly; ■; it isn’t-only-that. 

11 ' V'f l-'* molley ' vou huow.” she said. 

" .‘ '■Piiol .d...nt 'the money,” he u.nswered 
>• ■ ' ‘ to keen us from 


c’r.'Ul 


aiHtni lue — 

i hive a little, enough to keep us from 

i ,:,„ m.ik.M,ioro. ItwiUdo megooiw 

.-■'i '''■ Thenin.- 

j.;: .'.l,.,,;' ■a.u.fui « w ti,»t rve throw. 

\ ,,-j niudn t hurt' me let me tell you 

'll!; ,.' 'a H, yu!;'k\tuw what I did when I got back to 
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ti>\vn ihc other day? I aud h ii ;ia a 

marriage liceiiCia You I wanted td iiia!i\’ ynii 

avail than, aiul f hopevl that l^afura \'rry her- I 
parsnada y^n !i.-iva rue. As Situa a; 1 'ss V'Sir 
tak\i{r;uin t want aiff a.j.id |.iun:!iii’.''d, a \\?'d-iut j 

hnpa it will Id, Gut, aiiy'iitnv, li wid ht y: >nii 

purpnsa. Will Vani drive willi iia- iafu Ria » '!i to 
liiuiiiJW and inaiTV ina' tliara r 

She was lisitidnp lain in wi'.la oyial aasass !i,.. at. 

“ So San >11 f * sli>a said, 

** ! thniiajd it wmild save anv !:,ad'f r u^adv In. 
aiawvarad. ** Hut it is Uw yum !>> dariflr/' 

“Anti 'SUmI wliat tdnauid w>' t!»> an y, .jn 
askad, stoopinit Ih piek up hrl 'm.iW- lia.d 1 S' u ttf 
tin- a.H)tmd, 

**11niG ap.ain* whuM lie l>u \'‘ai f'> d td's'’ ha 

ciiaAvartik " f wtinlii ta.ke y‘Hi •4i.ti-:!d i-i.. 1, i>> \“rair 
niothrr if you wi .had.” 

Silt' pavr a iimUh'il lauyin 
” Gt rtmrsa I shMuklud want v>:*u to 'I* liiaf.” 
idrT luoaaailail Rivaadotn “ I wa>u!d tuo* a-n .tnannil 
tti draw the aaravan, aial w*^ n/> i-a .i k, A,d m 

tile fuirst. Wiiidt! it l‘>a< \iai ; 

” I ilaii’t think mu’* she aavi, vuih'<nt h^hvin » af. hiiii, 
** I I tanltl skat ah, you kriMW, an-d V‘'t| .mu! I p aul/* 

” lo ha MU a,” ha said. *' ^dl.'d^ w»' d > fli t*, | !i. u ^ ** 
Sin* ha|.»an Its split the straw wilfi iinnnts » ur. 

** Vtni think thaia in riu iiari|;« i of HinaTia f shi* 
stiii!, after a inninent, 

Hiviihtftar Minled pKiiIy, aiiil koI fr> tw feel. ** N«t 
the sntallest ha said, 

** Hi* niigtil rotne tsnk/* she p«‘i-4,t«d, hat if 

--what if hr tiiaii in iiun'dar you f ” 

Kivinr;ft»ii wM nia?fciiig Ins pip** ha* k hf*s lit 
acauinphslnsl tun nhiial Irhur In* ivphrd, llirii ■ 

Vim iireil nul Imvv Ihr faiiitrsf frar t»f that/' tii! 
laid. Ihnghra lni*i lunl titr iiitvanfayr id a pnhlie* 
srliunl rduratinn. Hr has thiuhilrvi tasai tinaslird 
befufi*/’ 

'* Hr b viiidirlivt*/* sh^ ©lijrctrti 

** Hu may lit% but he ii ihrcwil Iti know wlieti 
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,? / . ,1 ‘ ; l-ri’iiJv, Chirpy, I don’t think the 

. , > ^ - 1 ; . ' t ;;s : v» ^u, m nvcn of punishing me, will 

M 1' ‘ th)» lu'hl again after we are married. 

, ” . ! 1 uvu at lier---' I think I have cooled 

. < *■ •iuallv fur that.” 

•- 1 .. •. ' ‘ '-•! II.” 

ii> ; reasHurmgly. 

" 1 i \mI\J hiipy. Or at least you will place 

Vi \ a, n the Inill incident. You will 

< ' * 'i ' ‘ f a%'! !^in'*tnhi‘r only with kindness the 

i.; -G* i : ■ I aiM Ind tin* good fortune to pull you. 

I-:' 

-'U-' : Vi' '* -on I ^.^lueeml his hand, still without 

n I (. I "O- i l • U l . 

t .Vg , »!u f hat ” she said softly. 

“ i!, ; tait* . Hlid,” said Rivington in a tone of 

laot a, ra.t* ! ooi. 


XIII 


illl-., KKIOIII EHHAKT VICTORIOUS 

** I la fh ' I ui jiiiaa ijuite privately, at the Parish 
hm h. K’lu; !-.!,. ilatajUiiiv. by the Vicar of the 
'tn Kiviiii'Um to Ernestme, fourth 

i >'i I 'tilv I’ Ittii'iit’t* V.irdwcU.”^ 

(nil M-.'. itntit Hn ms^ton. with his pipe occupying 
,!„■ ..'I!'.. I hi. iiiMUth, and the other cocked at a 
t.m . silt on the step of a caravan 
d thr 4.1V succfiHling that of his marriage, 
iti the naoer which 


ll'.fsii- tl; ii’iiu 

m tlir r\ I Utoa mI iiiiMiavsmaa’euins uu*.v ^ 

i , ih. ,,nH-.un.ri!i.‘ut thereof in the paper which 


nul r .i-l liu uj. 

M* h I i !U u h u h.-d ffom the post office. 

vs.i. M.it^ulei.ible complacence in his attitude. 
^ . l„-. i lul !U r of Ntvrks burned near, over which a tripod 

'''\'llVhmtEb«bi'’hilered golden through the forest. 

VTiili’b'nlE'lu- lained and called over his shoulder, 
■ I bupy!" 
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Ih'tirs! ir4»'h-' vino' aU'-Wt r*‘4 Iri^r 

i ihr f.ll'l 

' E.fthe 

caravan Uial was ah nt t>a tar;! :a 

' r !" a V i i ; 

: t ;r; .. 

" Tin in-t Mfrinui!. \\ iist, ■; , 

1! i . t; 

r i-’t ill! 

rii'ht : 

“ S|4.na.!i4. He ! 1 v ' 

s- H:,.aaa; : 

It slluw 

yen/' 

T'he ra.ri.uas parir4, avnl M- 


' 4,,hiitily 

: ^\lir in; 

forth. 

Riviitahai hurrlv 'uarr'r.i al a- 

■t. Hrwa. 

^ ^'"U uitnit 

lljiun tlir papri iu liis. ha.:;>i. ^ 

.s \'a": ■'■■■! : 

' h::; 1 him, 

anti fitiO tu ir.rl thr pai'Ju; laa - 

p' ilU' 1 


Aftrr a |Mn'*a h^^ toi iv-l tu v« 
instant his »^v*'!Hfav . w>un tip ivi . 

ah i- t I .... i 

'Ssh, u!i t!ie 

" Hull,. ' ■' hr u4. 

>hr n a-. 4t •' * H ak?* a r;i: ' t 

1 ' ' ’ ' < r * 

'"‘k '-Vrn to 

the S(\u!r! ftu t Itii hii :: •■ 

littlr. t ulMir.in:; uittU I lu . : • i •' 

1 ^ !e' 4} 

' a; hark a 

'* 1 lu»pr V»n appfuVr, ’ Ir u 


!'hv iaetmi 

" Hv It'Vr, you loitl. n; ;:’ 

“ lliiw ill tlif \V(itl>l i!i‘l •.'tri .! 

! '.“■•4l4 

" ! inailr Mis. Hnki . Ir-lp 

: \’i r 1 

a -u.t :« il it' 

iHlwrni ns. It wa . in t ♦ t a,. 

■1 ' a ; ' • t • ' 

h till* rilr 

hitUi 1 kuiln*l liunk 1 !t ■a*la - 

-. Hr 

- uatijr til 


wrur it.” 

Hr i.-4. .1 iq.hiAli.iii.l »M‘ I'i. ? i ■ f. ' 

** M\ *!» it* \u Hr- I 'm ‘V/’ !p‘ 

** V**U ^VlU !l4Vr Im Htf lur inr,, 

Mir liirlr Imu. !ir,l hr. l‘,o-4 va-UH ,4 t.ial 'mI sliyiiess 

llliii slr|.tiH,j,i. fhnui liUa„ 

*’ Ihm J‘. thr Nlifttfrr uu r I I t\r \n|| liHiked 

at il f ** 

Hr hui.! .r4'h' his |» 4 |wi; |u 1*4 th* lirstl. Ta 

l|rr rvith’Ut i"rUr| fir tr? »'« riu,,' Itt »ll tile 

imunrttf uj»rn Iri' 4h}^%u>ri»r |i*;! NU|^^*fr \vm 

mviT ami hr Wti^i las rvs'UiiLr I'ipr. Iii^^ ryes 

dwrll ir|Hai la-r rEaiiJitti.ilIv as 4ir sliu*4 ir 4ii4 fni, 
having ihtliaril jus assssi.iin'r, .iirl vt rvri \fliiii|; in 
ailin' lillrr Ihr tllral. 

llir Min had 4|s4|*|w%ir«*«h airl a 4«'r|! ilusk hilliag 
iiiiuii thr Um-st. hriirMinr 1110^1-4. rii hkr, m fiii* light 
til thr sinking lirr* bln: tauk im ir*in.c wl tlir laaa 
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who \va.tcht,'d her, being plainly too busy to heed his 

at t fOt i( til. 

i;n! lit r duties were over at' last, and she turned from 
tilt* I udtiy hrcliglit and moved, half reluctantly it 
hr.'iufd. luwards liim. She reached him, and stood 
iK'i'nrr hiui. 

I've d(Mi(‘ now/' she said. “ You can rake out the 
l iru. 1 1 1 ii »i I ui?hit. 1 ' 

!i«^ titnk the iitlle hand in his. 

Ao* vt»u tiled, i’hirpy ? '' 

“ Xit. 1 duu’t tliink so:' She sounded slightly 

dtiidtt iul. 

W < Hi’ 1 \’ou stay witli me for a little ? he said. She 
stu.til '.al.Hit. 1 was horribly lonely after you went to 
hrd last m;;ht/' lie urged gently. 

>lir utlrjt'ti a. fimny littie sigh. 

Tin sun- yen must have been horribly uncomfort* 
altl** toe/* she’said. Did you lie awake ? 

“ No, I wa.aiH uncomfortable. rveslepHnthe open 
hraps of times htdure. I was just— lonely.” 

Nile laid hvt hand lightly on his shoulder as she stood 
besitle him. 

“It was ratlu'r awesome,” she admitted. 

1 bulii-vc vuu wore lonely too,” he said. 

Sim la.ughcd a \\iih% and said nothing. _ 

Hi* took his pipe from his mouth and laid it tenderly 
upiin t hi* ground. 

“ Shall I tell you something, Chirpy ? 

liiT hauti biinui to rub up and down uneasily on his 


hhouliitu*. 

“ Well ?” she said under her breath. 

I Ic. looked up at her in the falling darkness. ^ 

- 1 f,rl exactly as you felt over that squirrel, he said. 
“ Do you rcnifiiiber ? You wanted to kiss it, but the 

little fool tlidii’l understand.’’ _ 

A slight tiuiver went through Ernestine. Again, 

rather breathlessly, she laughed. 

'* Some little fools don’t,” she said. Upr 

Ih. nioved and very shppedhis arm about ter. 

I didn’t moan to put it quite like that he said. 
" You will pardon my clumsiness, won t you . 
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A QUESTION OF TRUST 


I 

DuNfARBSQ Stood gazing out to the hard blue 
Vmr of the horizon with a frown between his brows. 
Thr gt.irr tipou the water was intense, but he stared 
into it with tixed, unflinching eyes, unconscious of 
<lisroiufort. 

llo hfl<l a siip[)le riding-switch in his hands, at which 
his lingers straiiii^d and twisted continually, as though 
somewhere in the inner man there burned a fierce im- 
patioiu'e. Ihit his dark face was as immovable as 
though it liatl been carved in bronze. A tropical sun 
h ui made him even darker than Nature had intended 
liim to be, a fact to which those fixed eyes testified, for 
they shotui like steel in the sunlight, in curious contrast 
to his swarthy skin. His hair was black, cropped close 
about a bidlet h(‘ad, which was set on his broad shoulders 
with an arrogance that gave him a peculiarly aggressive 
air. 'fhe narrow black moustache he wore emphasised 
rather than concealed the thin straight line of mouth. 
Plainly a fighting man this, and one, moreover, 
acimstomed to hold his own. 

At tin*, striking of a clock in the room behind him he 
turuiMl as though a voice had spoken, and left the stone 
baleouy on which he had been waiting. His spurs rang 
as lu‘ st<'[>ped into the room behind it. The floor was 
uurarpid(^(l, and shone like ebony. 

Ho glanced around him as one unfamiliar with his 
surroundings. It was a large apartment, and lofty, but 
it contained very little furniture — couch, two or three 

237 
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ctiairs, a ; mh i! r w ul •, ■ i il ^ irani»i»!y. 

sha|HHi wrajHaiH ; fh*' ijU’'* r 4 ^'"a| Ir m| fuilx 

!h* stuiUal as lus ImmU 11 t;;*' a i!a ' . nn;<,sifig 
tiu* HKHU, tuisL uur al llirfa aaJ la f 4 4 il hcfUriii 

his hauihs 

At tha t{ai»i apraina. ul fla- ♦!.<*,! !|. uli-iAui, still 
lu)l4ia;4 it. A usaaaii a uinaifi;! aa-'U ila- Uuv.i* 
hold; than sluwlv ruf*'a‘d. '-la wa- htfl- uiair than 
a girl, hut flu* ruld tlit;ailv *'1 la-* tfrasau^a! uaisiitn! 
to lua lltr sr\rritv mI mnir u^iiaOM'd \t,r, . Hi-r gas. 
was ilka usuhl*', whita, jnif*', itiaa.uhi!*' Iso ihfSs* 
a taiiili of |sillui. ah^ra ita- *4# dla \ o* drajily 
shuilta^oik and looki'd as 0 t!i \ ha I \wia h*‘d or wrpt 
-"■-far iiuijiy iiiuir's. 

I luiuair <*j hn\u d ill thr« hurf h uuh A I 1 4tS *H, instantly 
Straiithtruiir* Ituir.rif with a s^jiLiurr *4 lus fauail 
sliuuhkis that wrir ahradv v» imuirU'slv s«jiiair iluil 
tlioy Iliad*' lo’-laiaht • m-iu lUMUradfi ahl» 

Slia gra\<-!v itaiuu'd hrr lirad in sjn* dhi 

not invitv Iniu to sit diauo and lu' iiiusiia'd wli«*rr he 
was, With hi - lu isf rv»'s uu^^a\ *'10.1:1*1. uyoii lai. 

lu thr luidd!*- ot tlo’ luMiu. Iidt Ihi* ^ -v aids lioiu hiiii, 
s!u* pausfd,, and d*“lih*'i afriv lu» t tiis 

“ Von Ul‘ds‘4 u* srr Uir, .\tMliMM|| IniiiMO 
5;iid ill Faii’lish. 

** YosA ‘aid I’*Uiuat»‘Mt Hr liiiiash and laid lilt’' foil 
hark nj»**u thr manfrljUMT hrhmd hiui fhrti raliiily 
croHSrd llir iiilrnriiiiig spaMo and sti«s| tufiiir lirf, 
I am graf* hil lu jam for gianliiig in** an tnlorvirw, 
lliadiitlMlNrllr/* hr said *' I am aw air llial v**u liavi! 
iJiilir Ml afe^iuist Vl^alr willA 

dlirrr Was somritimg i4 a iliallriigr m thr Words, but 

sho dht ii«*l M'riu to liras it. ^dir iinnh’ atra% li in a 
quirt voirr thai hrl4nrslliri aiil4f:ofiis|ii imr ffirnd!iin»i. 

’• I MlJ.l «iM*d that ymi had Miiiir siin4*sii«ai fa malcii 
fiiciswinir, wlmh it was iiiy duty to lirai.’* 

** I iwrA Hald IhimarrMp still Ii4ll*a%'lv ohsrivisig litt, 
** Wril, you arr instil, I 1 i4%t a siiyrrsison to itiakt, 
citir wliicti I l*r|,n for your nwn iiakr, tlial ymi wiM 
tiirdially ccmridrr/* 

Ikfure llic aliiii^t brutal iliircttirs** i»| hit look hir 
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own eyis slowly sank. A very faint tinge of colour 
crept (WiT lu.T pallor, but she made no sign of flinching. 

“ \Vtia.t is your suggestion, monsieur?” she quietly 
asked liiiu. 

lli> did not instantly reply. Perhaps he had not 
altogi Uu r cxpi-eted the calm question. She showed no 
liupidiene.e. but she would not again meet his eyes. 

In sileiiee shi' waited. 

At length abruptly be began to speak. 

“ Have you,” ht; asked, “ given any thought to your 
position here ? Have you made any plans for. yourself 
in the (‘.vent of a rising ? ” 

Her eyelids (piivered a little, but she.did not raise 

not think,” she said, her voice very low, “ that 
the tinn- has yet come for making plans.” 

Duinaresq' threw back his head with a movement 
that seemed to indicate either impatience or surprise. 

'* ^'on are living on the edge of a volcano, he told 
her with grim force ; “ and at any moment you 
be 'overwhelmed. Have you never faced pat yet ^ 
Haven’t vou yet begun to realise that Maritas is ahpbed 
of scoundrtrls -the very scum and rabble of creation- 
blackguards whom their own countries have, for the 
most part, refused to tolerate— «ome of them half-breeds, 
all of thi-m savages ? Haven’t you yet begun to ask 
yourself what you may expect front these wEen 

they ttike. the law into their own hands ? I teU you, 
mademoiselle, it may happen this very night. It may 

'’"^site'niisrt'f her'^eyes at that—dark 

momentarily and Wt:rc as swiftly lowered. When she 

spoke, her low voiooheldathrdl of scorn. ^ 

“ Mot now, monsieur, she said. , 1? » 

. iblv ' Hut not now — not without you to lead them . 

Stephani.,” ha 

said* 
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way, madenioiselle — -and if you are wise you will takA 
it without drlay. There is only one man in Maritas 
who can save you. So far as I know, there is only one 
man willinjjj to attempt it. That man holds you already 
in the hollovv of his hand. You will be wise to make 
terms with him while you can.’’ 

His tone was curiously calm, almost cynical. His 
eye-s wen* still tixcd unswervingly upon her face. They 
btsit down the haughty surprise with which for a few 
S(‘C(,mds she cucoimtcred them. 

** Yes. lujuleinoisellc,” he resumed quietly, as though 
slit!: had s|>t)ken. lie is a man whom you despise from 
thc‘ !>ottom of your soul; but for all that, he is not 
wholly (h’S])ioahle. Nor is he incapable of deserving 
your trust if you will bestow it upon him. It is all a 
(|uestion of trust.” He smiled grimly at the word. 

Whateviu’ you expect from him, that you will receive 
in full iutNisurt‘. He does not disappoint his friends — 
or his emsuies.” 

Ilt^ paused. She was listening with eyes downcast, 
btit her face was a very mask of cold disdain. 

Monsieur,” she said, with stately deliberation, 
” I do not -wholly — understand you. But it would 
be wastiun your time and my own to ask you to explain. 
As I said Indore, in the event of a crisis I can secure my 
own safi'ty*” * 

” Nevertheless/’ said Pierre Dumaresq with a de- 
liberatioii even greater than her own, ” I will explain, 
siuct^ a umierstanding seems to me advisable. I 
atn asking yoti to marry me, Mademoiselle Stephanie, 
in (»rdt‘r to ensure your safety. It is practically 
your only alternative now, and it must be taken at 
onc(^ 1 shall know how to protect my wife. 
Marry me, and I will take you out of the city to 
iny home on the other side of ‘ 'the' island. My yacht 
is ‘'there in readiness, and - escape ■ at anytime would 
be easy.” - ' ' " ■ ' dj ' 

” Escape, monsieur.!’^ ^Sharply .she broke. in' upon 
hiiin Her coldness was all gone. in -a:sudden' flame of 
indignation by the shc^r arrogance -of bearing* 
” Escape from whom— from what?"*-’' 
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Thra instant, almost as if disconcerted. 

" JCsrape from your enemies, madeinuisrll,. ” },,, 
n'lumed sternly. “ Kseape from tlie mm, v ,,i ,h,' moh 
whuil IS a!I you can cxpuct if ymi stav Iim'v*/*' * 

Her eyes liashe<I over him iii a sim-Je, ,;liuee 

of d e most utter, the must splendid e.niteuipt i l„. , 

she sa.d. lint ymir suKye.thm ,i„e. nut teeunmie;;.! 

fhT mul..’”''’ " ^ '“''‘'T 

Hie nian’s hrurpmet feioeiuuslv. lii' hand .e!ene!n>d 

lie ahnust looked fur the muntenf if. llj,.m;h h.' wutild 
stuke her. ihit ,s!ie<iid nut tlineh hefui,- Imii, .nni verv 
slowly tho tettsiou passed. Vet his eve. shum t aUK 
«pm> her as a sword hl.ale that is tl.e.imd m the tamlmlh 
A s nuige preferenee, inadetuois. il..;' he (em.i4,.,i 
at length, turmng to piek up his ridim; swneh. " I',k- 
sih y you may eh.uige your mind iH-pne it i . too kite *' 
Never 1 ” she atiswmed prondlv. 

|.„mt“'* laiiph.Hi a sndd.m, harsh 

lauf-h. and turne.1 to ^o. It w.»s only «h..t he n.l 

utU r< d mi tlueat of any sort ; tmly at the door he stood 
or an instant and looked lurk at Im. Am! the won, S 


n 

When she was alom*, when his departini: footstem h-irf 

r SrL ;,T " ‘"'f' 

4 iliiiiiT !>y tlic wiiui<iw» hlii* teiili, tfitii il wit It 

abandonment of a woman at tJi« end of her Htreneih 
and sat passive with closed eye*. * ^ ' 

4j^*™**^ *" * .**; years she h.ol watehed 

^ontent gradually merge into rebellion and attarcbv 
Aftd now the knew that at iatt the end wL 
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ih ihf* iiovi‘r!if)r, held his post under : 
t= ' : hut France at that time was 

vA^ 'i ';;.itt«U'; uiMn‘r home to spare much 
liMl * idand in the Atlantic and its 
hr Knrhchnt was considered a cap- 
1 ' r. .tHilv if iivaduTy and cruelty could 
: . ' :*h»*rt!y ht; would have maintained 
, '.Mihm iliitkuUy» But the absinthe 
I inui witli resistless strength, and all 
. L.r, 1 lnui hui'o been drained away. . 

\ i\'v,v\vd deeper into the vice that was 

'1 •; I ■‘^trpiianie amid but stand by and 

' : “ o!jrnn=| of a storm that was bound 

I X \ ’,U InUll. 

; ! r, r th twrrn theiu. They were bound 

. I ’rtr4aue»‘ alono. She had gone to the 
v.Jdt !i' I dving inothe.r, and had remained 
t* to o!irr‘‘i r<Hpifst, Madame de Roche- 
11, !i o husband had never been shaken, and, 
j.-i If hrr Idtidish daughter in his care, 
h. i an rpted a position that there was no 
id. and Ihtii had begun the long martyrdom 
. .,v aw, eoiild have only one ending. She 
>',.rnor went iloomed. Already the great 
towered atnive them. Very soon it 
^ and sweep both away into the terrible 
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.. , ...I*,- Ui.it she hail come to realise this, 

. Ml th- aw.ik>*iiing still at times had power 
t ' 't knew sh.: was utterly unprotected. 

' »-i v.tiit fit rimse the Governor to see the 
• .U;u-.-r. h.id striven desperately to open 
t., ! uuiiust.ikahlvsiKUSof the coming change, 
to, ',,-4 at !i-r at lii'st, and later, when she had 
< ' i t * UH jxist, he had brutally refused. 
!i i 1- v. r .listitoarhed him again on the matter, 
Ui*- 5 s’l-'.'V 'd argument ; but on that self-same 
j. h,„| herself with a means of escape 

iul her When the terrible moment 
I I'iu'hi she never contemplated. It woma 
.Ml utter impossibiUty. She was without 
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irieiuls, witlmtU iiumi'y. Hit ivi.nii 
were to her as liaiaiis iu another re. 
thian in lirr rhiMiioo.!, !nil Ihes h.iti '.ii;,-,- .i;, 
of iier exist Th.' ojtly i.i ij. ii, 

rcaclu'd luT was that whirh' she h.ul ji; ,t i,‘ j,-, 
the man whotn. of all otltiTs, she in..a Itao d .o 
to avoid. 

She shivi-rrd suddmly and vi<ti,‘i)tlv 4, 
tlui interview. Was it ahle that ,he Je.,;, 
well She had ahvay.s di'diked hini freui the , .(,1;, 
emissions oi .sonii'thintj iu his uiaiuti 1 th u j, titi tu;a 
excited her autahoiiism. >he had [• It ‘ ' 

watchiiir; her cuutiii!!. illy thriiii:d)ouf the 
and !.he had known alwaw. that he u 1 
her (louafall. 

He was the richest ntau iu the i d.ui.i, .• 
iniiueuce was cousideiaMe. He had 1 
comuiou catisf with tlie revoliitiotru s j..,- 
generally fell that his sym[>at!iiei j, 
and it was iu hitu that the luajontv In 
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an {‘ittirr siilr dmihird Uh 
hti'i jliunit*, ,i,s i*v<iy t ►dlt'd h«. i’, i* .t *4 

hati Irn^n iUi usUmxril ui irioiih/ Inin tuilv nf||i| 
tllflUldl. !u‘ li4ti Ijt/Vi'f a Vfl V flr*|U''ij! r Ut if ill 

paLu’«\ hi* iliuiiMt }*f*i avn i-.ti, ut imliaiK. 

aiul tliH W4% tlir iiiMN* hkrly ifiMii hi, 

of Hit* d»dj 4 iirtl !i.iiii iium y 

hosiHtihly* ^ 

Iii» W 4 H a liKiii iif liiTCi* III r 4 * 1 . | 

tmirraniriil. W4t!i4l 4 A*nxv4 tki 

the iilway.H fu iIh^ hm Hi^^i hMiiMif ^ 

English tiiythrf. {tat ftlu* had fii'vn fh 4 l 

crniilrdjiiin with Ihf dmiH* Iu r\ri*iHr 4 p. |•Hl|| 4 | hi 

lluinirf III hrt h{i% ,shr IiaiI aviisdril lum hv nisfinrt 

and lill iluu day hr had idwayji wTiiird lu 4 « uuirM 
liw iiKrr id iininiiigr liaii hmi niinh iifir\|. 4 tt 4 
Mrgardifig him ^hr did, il irriiinl tu hn liiilr ^tiufl 
of till Mir thirdly kmm mlint iiuiiivr tu mnlM 

m Him tm it ; but tmmtmrnKm mmxr4 u* 
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on<’ — atnliitinn. No doubt he thought that she might 
priivt' of 1! !■ til lum when he stepped into the Governor’s 
jilaii'. 

Well, hi- had his answer — a very emphatic one. ,He 
oiuld SI MM i-lv fail to take her at her word. She smiled 
faint !v tit In ra lf t-vitn while she shivered, as she recalled 
tlu“ si-an I'lv s\ipiin‘sscd fury with which he had received 
hi , diaiiii . ..il. She was glad that she had managed to 
jiit vi i' fhtiiiifth that immaculate armour of self-compla- 
ci-ui I- ju it iiiicf. She had not been woman otherwise. 


Ill 

An inti ur.i' stillness brooded over the city. The night 
w.i-; stai'ln-t, the stta black as ink. Stephanie stood 
ahme in the darkness of her balcony, and listened to 
the i.ih-m >•. 

>.-ven d.is's had elapsed since her interview with Pierre 
I)Hinair-.t[ ■ si veu days of horrible, nerve-racking sus- 
ticiiM-. of .utgni^hetl foreboding, of ever-creeping, leaden- 
ttsifi'd <1. .p.iii . And now at last, though the suspense 
still held lirr, she knew that the end had come. Only 
that fveniiu', as hi;r carriage had been turning in at the 
iialaci* gates, a bomb had been flung under the .wheels, 
itv some iiiiiai lf it had not exploded. She had passed 

tin unh.trmed. , ,, 

Hut the ell istly incident was to her as the sounmng 
til her own deatli-kndl. Standing there with her face 
to the se.i. she was telling herself that she would never 
net* the d-ivlight again. 'I'he very soldiem that guarded 
them wens revolutionists at heart. They were only 
waiting, so she believed, for a strong mana word of 
eomtnami to throw open the palace doors to frenzied 

No wind came up to her from the 

i*i‘ho of waves upon the shore. The stillness 
upon L sens^^ ^here w^ ^m j- 

tliiiiK sinwter about it, something vaguely ternoie, 

Y,“,*a”X stood tborc waiting, sh. wan not 
Sometbinig deeper than fear was in her heart. Pulsi g 
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tlirongh and tlifongh. lirv lik>^ an f'lr< tia 
dee|'> and laishiianatf revolt a;.„::;un.Nt tiia 
her. 

She ct.aild lied; liavt,^ sa/id wle'^e^ it e,i. 
wild rei>‘.:iiion tliat tt.ii'i' lirr * - a.e 

|:H'>ssessed her 1«') thr‘ eeve-.lii a* ‘n t ‘i .ili !e 
tdiil Iierselt' a hnndrri.! tim< li-fni-f. |j, ,, 
riliraa wettilei he* Wfienruee \ rt , ie .\v i ll 

near her, sln.^ leai;4r‘d with ,.dl lee- >a 
yearned nMs|>eMkaJ.}lv In Ihn* aw.w 
to fM* <»at infei tile wi«le s]Kiei . ul tie' < 
tiiesnneldne fli.'it ,ia ye! h.el r fuai ie 
The\' tliunehi hrv tadd and |ae»'id, 'ti;. 
liattni her; hnt eeitiM the\“ lua,.. e. 
r<»lied diiwu her faet* iliat niJ^t tie:. ; 
some amont: tlie*m Im yitv hm. feti a 
of eirenmvd.ifif'v, la-Huid arrl ir Iph ,, 
weMuan’s heart- iniejit aeynjn.'', Uei. vv.^e 
A s-udden sou.ne| at (he ni-dif a 
cr.iek e»f a wld|», l-ml lvn.ieirr, uitiir lea-aa' e 
piereinry Slii..* ttir.ned, every iimself' |, . 

with Irateel hre.illi. 

It h.;id nnt e'etJlie f'lem the re:ir-<'l-‘a : ' 
sdeiiee hniih there ilkr a path :e?a,v ! \\ 

I’he semiui of a movemrea e».ri |,|i-e Pai, 
ba!o>ny--a iimMleeh rae..i.h!iv aea-a'al 
lliere was no r.eia*y tho'e. '.he la. -a. 
tm that sidv of tlie pafaer Vi je j.K-a,- I e: 
gatf'e that shnf on ilie ^yndeo f*,.*,, (a,. , 
lilouy the Omit' to the f.aao'e, ah »ve. 
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A rT4Ma ed fear, ‘di.iar’ ..e. j-’^ra'-a'.d |':er'i, 
her. >lie stf^ppf'd qmOdv h.e L i i. thr 
thtl'e she ?;ttipprd, I deh.6« otif I; 

the teisoi whiOi had swM.sp>-ii su '.all'.' 
Slu* had inainfamed In. r s-ltOMnliM] ale, 
himrs heftrre in the faee uf lueJaful dam 'i 
this awfnl sihm* e if thre.itma'd fi* ♦!- m 
|Kaa!elyoteffn'minrdlymdi»' ho-nehi n h ^ i, 
till the jume in lor 'vani died and ho !e 
beat more hravelv. 

Sh<‘ w. nt ut ;«ul ujrjjrd thr *l.)ui 
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thf lon.'t cunPliir outside her apartments. The place 
^vas di :.'i (i d. Tlu^ silence hung like death. She stood 
a iiKi'U' at . .'aiilii'ring her courage, then passed out. 
^’ll ■ liiii i a i it.iin if the Governor were in his room, 
a:i<! V .‘.I n him it he would be warned. 

sh.‘ had n'-.iiiy traversed the length of the corridor 
vvla u a aiii! the silence was rent suddenly and terribly 
bv that siinad tliat was like the crack of a whip. She 
■ t'lppi'd - li'iit, till the blood racing back to her heart, 
vh.' kin w It now beyond a doubt. She had known it 
b. f. lie in imr secret soul. It was the report of a rifle in 

1 hi- p.ilai e t.i juave. 

A', -.be stooii irresolute, listening with straining nerves, 
am ithi i -.1 luud ttejaui to grow out of the night, gathering, 
stuiii'.ih with every instant, a long, fierce roar that 
;,-.i inl'ti-d nothing th.'il she had ever heard, yet which 
■ ,he l.m w iii-,iinctive!y for what it was — ^the raging 
tnnnilt of on ,in,i;ry crowd. It was like the yelling of a 


tin lus.iud demons. 

Middenlv it swelled to an absolute pandemonium of 
sound, .uul she shrank appalled. The sudden paralys- 
ing conviction flashed upon her that the palace had 
bi'eii (h-M ited by its guards and was in the hands of 
mmdereis. She seemed to hear them swarming every- 
wheie, unopposed, yet lusting for blood, while she, a 
defein ele-.s wuiutui. stood cowering against a door. 

>hn i physical horror seized upon her. The mercy 
of the moll ! The mercy of the mob ! The words ran 
red hot in her brain. She knew well what she might 
expect iioiu them. They would tear her limb from 

'""be could not face it. 'She must escape. Even now 
suivlv she cmld e.s<:ape. Back in her room, only the 
h-neth of tlM' corridor away, was deliverance. Surely 
she . uuld mach it in time 1 Like a hunted creature she 
g.itheied herself together, and, turning, fled along the 

w.iv she h.td cwinc. _ ... 

bhe nishi'd :it length, panting, into 
witlunit .1 tianse or glance around, fled into the bedroom 
li «« h5a-, it was here that her dehveimce 

tay# safi? Iiidckiuii 3, secret drawer. 
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'tile place was in tiarknrss save f, ir i!i 
sir>'aau’(l after her lliri>u;;h the npen li.i a. 
every liml», ikmi' tn faintin;,', she i-miMhi h,-- 
feiiuil -alnuisi fell aj^ainst -her lit! I" v 
anti sank upnn her knees hefeiv if • -ler i;i 
spent to move. 

But a slii^hl soiiml fliat seenie.l to 
hanil aroiisetl her. .she starteil up uj ,j 
pulled i)ul a tlrawer, th.tl tell with ,i , : ■ 
treuil)Iii)|,' hantii;, auti heyaii to 1, el Itz luad 
sprin.it. till, she h.nl been a fee!, a te. i! ; 
st'i’urely' ! She wotiM never liiai it it* tue r 
Xvverthehss, Kfopiti;;, her tpiiveiiie; : 
diseoveretl that whieh thev soa.;!it, i jj- 
oi>eneil and she felt lot wliat la-,' 1 

later she was claspiu),- tieldiv a hftle sih, * ti 
And fhen, wdh .lelivef.tn.e mallv wnii 
she pailsi’d. Kneelillji Iheie Ul tlw ilaO.ie 
to etilleft her tlnmi-hts, that she laipht n-it t 
It was not death that she feated pia ih n 
that it Would eoineto lier swiftly, she hi-li, vi-i 
But she Wotild Iu>t the lit'fiu'i’ idle ne“ d> 
wait ,i little. I'eihaps when (h,- wiJd nn; 
heait had suhsitlisi ;,}je wonlti he aid*' te • ; 
deliveianee tioiu death there eniild he n‘i' 
now -hut for peaee. 

>o, kneehup alone, she vvaifrd ; aitdpi' : » 

c'alnier, rtanwved the tup uj the ■ 

he re.tdy. 

Set'Otitis J.Msseih Her tjeives Wrle eiostu, 
the m.ul ;;all.>pof Je r lesiri w as .sl.u Leuine 
Mte leaned itet he.id on h- a h.iud ,ns! 
tfyes. 

.\nii then, all in a mom. nt. fr.tr s, j/. d h 
the sudiien ctiiiMimiMir,,, ,tf somei.nr n. e.-; 
watOiiiiK'. With a pasp she si.uted t.. h. i • 

the instant (l„.,e ,j„. ,.j,, 

the dotir, .md the fwtmi w.w ihi.idi'd with Iiyiit 
Jkt//.lisl. almost hhiidril, slie st.n,d i. i>i., 

wtnmp spate, ami met the steely, relent j,- 
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IV 

si»' sfiinil iiKitionlcss, staring, as one dazed. He, 
witliout .ipoUigy or word of any sort, strode straight 
fot'wanl. liis face expressed stern determination, 

ivuf ell’ lio n arhc'd her she awoke to action, stepping 
sh.i! ply h.n iavanls so that the table was between them. 
H<‘ iMiiu' 111 .i st.uul perforce in front of it and looked her 
ftiU .iml piftrinyly in theeyes. 

M.idi inui .I'Ur,” he said, and his voice was so curt 
tha< it ‘itiuudi il brutal, " you must come at once. The 
palm- is in the hands of murderers. The Governor has 
iM'i ti a'.s,i'.-.inate(l. In a few seconds more they will be 
at your dimr, t'oine ! ” 

>hc ji > mil d from him with a face of horror. 

” With von, monsieur? Never I” she cried. 

He laid his hand upon the table and leaned forward. 

'* With yes," he said, speaking rapidly, yet with 
lipa that sean i ly seemed to move. “ I have come for 
you. and 1 meaii to take you. Be wise. Mademoiselle 
"Stephanie! Come quietly I” 

She !.f.ui'ely heard him. Frenzy had gripped her— 
wild, vimcasoning, all-mastering frenzy. The supreme 
Hiottietd Is.nl roine for her, and, with a face that was 
like a ih aih tnask, she raised the silver flask to her lips. 

But no drop of its contents ever touched them, for 
in that instant I’ierrc vaulted the intervening table and 
hurled hiniv.olf (limn her. The flask flew from her hand 
and spun acrofM the room, falling she knew not where ; 
while shi- herself wa.s caught in the man’s arms and held 
in ii grip like iron. 

M»e St niggled liercely to free herself, but for m^y 
SiTfiniH ^!lr st niggled in vaiii* Thou, just as ner 
»t length Wits beginning to leave her, he abruptly set 

hiT free. . . , .mj- 1. 

" fume 1 " he said. There is no time for childish 

folly. l•iHd a cloak, and we will go.” ^ 
lib tone wtis piTcmptory, but it held no anger. 
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he walkeil iifli!>crati;lv 


away into 

, la arcr to 
I Silt (1,0 
■ ‘ Iv s!h; 

‘-"rf.' He 
all'- Wonlil 
>!a' VVmiltl 
a 

l:ii 'll. 


Tiirnintf from her, 
tile outer rotun. 

Six- sank liaek trembling figaiiist tie- wall 
. collapse than she had ever been iiotMi,.. 
momentary respite had its eifeet. and in am 
h<‘gau to gather Ix-rself togetlu-r for liv.ii , 
had wrestc'd Iut <Ielivei'aiu'e fioui le i, Hut 
never aeeept what lie olirreti in eNeli.oigr, 
never escape with this man. She would st .01 
thousand tinies sooner- -face the inerey ol ilu- 
" .Mademoiselle Steph.mir- ! ” Imjiafi. nt!\ hi', voice 
came to her Inmi the further room. - .\ie \.,u . umin./ 

or am I to fetch you f ” *” 

_ She did not answer. .A Sllddeu wild ide., l,.„i toinied 
in her hr.iin. If she eouhl slip ]>a',t hint it '.lie couirl 
mu'h fliu otitur iltior hr wimid nr^n tt\ 
tlic* Vini'hhiv. Hut shr nnv4 lnd\i\ 
sul^tlr, sht* inu^t w»ituh h»i' ttniif w 

With StHUr SrUthhiiirr o{ rnril|uisuir ‘.fi ^ 

l(>n^ tuivriliut* rhntk, ;uid walkni iut«» th»* lu whii h 
riwuitiH] liri’. With a stall nt surjni'.r, ;sh»' 
hv thr upf‘ii wiudnw. 

Ihis uiatiriiMasullr/* hr s.iiii 4 !im1v : 

realisrd that h»^ nuist havr uihrirti linin ijj,- ; n 
(hi«* inoiinaii, inunsirur;* shr ivfiinN'tf aut 
crosMHl thr ruuiu to ihr thn.ir at thr iahn riri 
It was rlosi-a. It mnst havr swiui,.; !m lirhiiiil hrr, 
fov shr iliil itut riaartahrr ritT.aiii,;*' ii, 

Jle made no attempt to slop hei. He tmild nut 
surely have guessed her iuteimou, fm he o inaiueil 
niotnmlesN hy the window, w.dt hing hei Hei he.iit 
was thumping as though it would tlmke h. i, hut yet 
she controlled Inuself, lie must not su ,1.. . i tui the door 
was <»pen, till the passage was de.n h.-loie hei .uid 
pursuit of no avail. 

She reached out a .piiv.-riug hand .utd gi.i.ped the 

of lit r life ! sharplv she turned the handle, pulhsl at it 
wreiuhed it with Jiaiitie force, fmatlv futin.l from it 
amt eoiifronh d the m.m at ihe window with eyes that 
were lumted, desju-raie. ^ 


J t .tkr hrr MU 
^•h«^ imist h^i 

tiHtk out a 
1. li 

•*iW iiirii 
a Hi! she 
i «hiirll| 
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"! ‘ "■ s'lj'iw'd hoarsely. “ How dare you 

f “ • : * '-■fr-'t my will ? 

’ ^ 1 ' - ’ u ' I u \m^p you here, mademoiselle;^ he 

ar/.v- : ^ waiting to take you away/' 

“I ^ ‘n wuh your' she cried. “I would 

f.Ul : t . ind times 1 

ii"'' 5 ‘ ' - ■ * h itito a single grim line. ^ He left 
tlir V, :■? ^ : ' .Hiu' towards her. 

I ; ' *■" '■ ^ ^1>rang away like a mad thing, 

i!« ! ’ • «- • . suddenly upon a 

rh.:: ' ■ ‘ I a lapiia* from a group of swords 

a!i' ’ ' . ' 1 ‘ uihta tht‘ wall The light fell full 

ii’-ei 1 .' ' - ia>'e and eyes of horror. She was 
i: !.{.• ;: • 

Ad I : j: nrn»M her to resistance. She had 

ab.i\ u! :* !. \u*VA ihm man. If she could only hold 
iiie.i et i -r; t.a' 4 liiilu if she could only resist long 
rot. a !i !v ihr lirard the feet of the murderers 

up- a ^ ulrrMrly! It would not take them 

lai. .' ! * aa ji ihr door and take her life ! 

\ I- * : ,.,a !f^ tin* ground again, Pierre spoke. 
lli>' !i- -4 4, frurn his face; it wore a faint, 

li, ! . .1 4 i; !h , rvi >, ulrrt, unblinking, marked her 
r\. ; V . a. I'he oyes of a lynx Upon its prey, 

li* / ; ^ least (lisconcerted. There was 

r\ru '« * t jafirnco in his attitude, as though 

I, . >. .4; rod nf Ilii* struggle. _ ■ 

' 'd, , . ! '" n, a wiser, mademoiselle,” he said,d* to 

!-> ! Imi' an enemy ? ” 

M. . : ! ’ . pee. mg !nok for an instant as she com- 
|. I ! ' lop-, lo answer. . ** You are the worst 

1444* 4, * ! * (.! I ii ' 

il thP-a 'h. I Im !hsm 1 with an arrogant gesture- 
vrj\ Ml hum *^By your -own choice, 

}!', 1 4« 4 '4'^ |u' '»’4ld» 

\ ilnug hack passionately. ” I prefer you, 

“ Hr idl.'-i .' 4 .4 th.il a ftentlish. scoffing laugh that 
in.kAr },. i '.111 ink m '-Vt-ry nerve. Then, with unmoved 
)»'• W’.i!k.-.l tr* the mantelpiece and took up 
oil*' t't shr li'iK tlt.tt lay there. 
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'' Now.’" he said qiUftiy, “ siiirt* v^u are li, 
to so he il! Vl-iut wlim v^ii .tie htsh 

Mademoisellt^ Stejihanie, ijo not red; fur ni--*- v ' ’’ 
lint she drew hark sharply frnni lie; afi\ eoiv'. ** ^ 
one of tiu>st‘ rapiers/* she sai.L 
^ lie shoi)k his head, snii with th it tiuu-'u::\ » .iral,* n\ 

his lips* “ I'his will serve inv piupo,*’ ||j» J 

An* yon rea,dv, niadeinidselle r t Si -m tei 
^And with that his weapon nee; ,r',l |i,*r. s.p,* 

his purpose thi‘ iuoiii*iit she enenunn ir i j;. p ^ 
written in every r,rim line of In; ronntt a.iinv. 
meant the isanflirl in he vei wJmH . 

S!u‘ was no imvire in thr art uf lenep. pin 
no^mateli for him. Miavt»vri . sls' i-a m-ft : 

pitiless eyes tliat st;uet} strardif inf** h. j . 
tiiicted hta\ 1 hev terj'ijied livtt ft e\if'\" inuinj 

Seemeti Ina* to hw souedhuin n-iin*'d. 1 .pf j 

wiki tiiat.K t)f her oveiatnmy unv. . u f„ h -tVni; 
listeniipt; desperately, for thr soinid »♦! |‘i .a Mat .ide I 
<ioi)r. If she rould only wiifisiand him f-: *i pav sir 
seeonds ! If only her strenipli wo tUl U a ' 

But she was nearinp vnluiuthm. ai.d die knew 
Her hiain inui betpin to ‘wnn. nh,. p- 

before her qniveuni: vraou. | he h.tud th n .aasped f 
ra|>ier was too numbed to o!*rv her b^le* ! . >a<ltki' 
there isime a tumuli upon tin* loHiioj wiiliouU 
lioaise velhu}^ and the ni'.h of m.inv t -t p was t 
sound she hail hi'en lisfemin; fm, but u *a nleiP p ^ 
m*rvtni her. Ami in flnii mstarif Un ue ?!n i ,t itnMU 
Inn K^tard am! with vt lisditimn: iwi^i of fie* wu a si-nt ii 
weapon Imrtliin* ihromth tli.e air, 

I lie st.nmd ed its fail wa^. !o-a m ih^- i|tni»»ui' tnitsi 
tin* door -a riamonr *a» snd*Ieu ami s«* liondde that 
did fur Mephanie that wim h matiim: el-.i on e mh eon 
have aetminplidied. It diove her to tlm nem ,*|ie hati 
for pmuxtimu 

As he l!nni 4 d«avit the fuih she made a *avift luu" 
towards him. There was im hmm slninkme in h 
eyrii. him simply a irrmbliipn paiin' strirki 
woman, turning iiislim;ti%a*ty to ilir s!iuii|,jei power f 
help. A little earlmr cotild have dml wilhoul 
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trenif>r, l*ut tlie wild strife of the past few minutes had 
bri^k»-n fortitude. Her strength was gone. 

M nu iriir !” she panted. Monsieur I ’’ 
i Ir i her roughly to him. Even in that moment 

of (h udlv fi'i ii t hore was a certain fiery exultation about 
biiu. lb- hr hi her hist, his eyes gazing straight down 

iuf u hrl 

" Sliail I save you ? he said. '' I can die with you — 
if V ’ ni pfrtrr if _ 

’* Save !ue ! ” slie cried piteously. ** Save me ! ” 
lie hrtit hi'; head, and suddenly, fiercely, savagely, 
tir ki-.'.rtl hrr white lips. Then, before she could utter 
crv ur p!nh-.t, he whirled her across the room to the 
winihiw, raiching up her cloak as he went ; and, 
altnr .1 In I'rjr Iht' horror of his kiss had dawned upon 
hrr, *4ir was out upon the balcony, alone with him in the 
awful ihiih. 

Ih‘ hrpt his hand upon her as he stepped over the 
stiuic nuiiu;:, but all power of independent action 
Horuirii to havi! left her. She was as one stunned or 
bvnrath sinnv. spell. She stood quite rigid while he 
gr.>poti tiu’ and found the ladder by which he had 
UM i‘Uf!rd, 1 hrn, as he lifted her, she let herself go into 
his ;iinis without resistance. He clasped her hands 
hohitid hi > neck, and she clung there mechanically as he 
made thr swift descent. ' 

dliev reached the ground in safety, and he set her 
cm her f* . 1‘ he terrace on which they found themselves 
was deviled. But as they stood in the dark they 
hfviiil the fiends in the corridor burst into the room they 
had iuNt left, And Pierre Dumaresq, lowering^ the 
ladder, langtu'd to himself a low, fierce laugh, without 


WOnlH. ' 

Hie next instant there came a rush of feet upon tne . 
li;t!cunv them and a torrent of angry shouting. 

Stfiihiinii- shrank against a pillar, but in _a moment 
I'ienr-s arm encircled her. impelling her imptibly, 

they ih'il ;u:rt,s9 the terrace through the darkness. TIm 
tnai) was Htill laughing as he ran. There seemed to her 
something devilish in his laughter. , . 

jbowa through the palace garden they sped, she 
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,i 4 aspia^i 4 aiai slun'ilaling in niahtjiiarr fliajjf, !i<‘ !4rnii|rly 
tilt lu.i!f a dn/rn rev^h- r . ]!i»artHl 
tha iafiiriatrd uproar behind tUvin aiai ■-ait dnua that 
with a. rod lad ;o‘t*uy , tna la; 1 :: io.aii. 
Siu‘ rritMl mit invuluutanly, aud i'ar^* '•.r.'’d his 
hoadloup' rush for saiopv. 

\hni are lut } '* aious'd, ’* Wlv'U- . 

Ibit alio could utd auawau' him, i'Cild imi o mui h as 
stauti. ilia voio(* siaiut'd to ootj;^' ti;*ai oca iiiuiiaa^.o 
di’^.lanisa S!io tianily heard lua uoi*!., -ho was 
siiikiuh. sinking into a void unlaf laaiiaido. 

!fo ditl not: stay to i|iirr4tim fuHlris \'!):upfiy ho 
sloopoii, gathorial ht*r up', idmia lo-r .iciu,, hi, 'houldor, 
and i'a,n oiu 


V 

When Stophauio opoiiod hn ao.ain, llo* o»mul of 

file soa was in lior oars, ami ’-ho i.'ll .o. d ' Iw nm a liavo 
htsud it fiU' Siam* tinus >ho u.o-. hiio; m a *li4U aiiud 
surroundings wlndlv stranra* to her, and oin*- -a 

man whoso lata* slio t'ould md srr wa-, !o i-li* her* 
boutiing tivor a tahlo, ovithiolv on;:;o;rd np'm somo* 
tiling that tHsaipiod his nno.i uunuio affounou, She 
waicliotl iiini thfsunilv ft»r a httio, till the miuirnsi* 
liroatllh td’ Ids shonhiti's sfrnok a »pra k /rMwmg fear 
into her heart ; tlmi sin* mada* a oidd^ii moe*! to mist! 
lioisidf. 

fnstanfly she was stabbtsi bv a dail of |M.ni so acute 
that site bai'clv roprowf! a i rv* 

** Keep still, inadi'inoiM th* ! ** If wmu I'r j o *s \'oice | 
he spoke wiiliout turning, ’* I shall uoi htiii voii more 
than I ran help.** 

Slie sank back agaim slnnhloring um outiollibly, She 
kinav now what he was doing. !t hail fho4o'd upon tier 
in tlnd imnnenl of horuble suiiriiiig, Hr was piotniifi 
for a bullet in her hit hanil. Iiiimlily shr nloii hrr cyrn 
and set herself In einhiie. 

Hut the pain wa*i *i.hinj!4l insupporl.itdr ; il sceitird tci 
rack lief whole hnciy. And the pirsence tif ifir tiiAti &|ie 
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jVarrd, bis iirsuiiess to her, his touch, added tenfold to 
th'* Yet she was helpless, and, spent, ex- 

h,n lle»ii;4h she was, for very pride she would utter-; 

ni» « « nnpLuu! . 

Miuut* , p.i *s(‘d. She was near to fainting again, 
\vh*'n jioiiptlv bier re stood up. She heard him move, 
and h*' \v ns runst/ious iT a blessed lessening of the pain. 

.In* d.ir*d uni stir or open her eyes, lest her self- 
ruiiiinl shr>vild forsake her utterly. She could only lie 
aiidu.di iu *1111 vcriug suspense. , , 

n.' Ih-hi Mvrv !a*r without speaking, and suddenly she 
ffli f Im" tun of a glass against her lips. With a start she 
1, M a up. 1 iin swarthy face was close to her own, but 
u luimlv iiiuuobile. He seemed to have clad 

h\u\ U buna \u\ui to foot in an impenetrable armour of 
ir : I \ u. Hu li|JS were set in a firm line, as though all 
s|H h w<av Int'ktnl s<‘curely behind them. 

Mntrlv ^ht‘ obt‘yed his unspoken command and 
di ual.. I la’ draught was unlike anything she had ever 
fa.t^d b.d.av. It revived her, renewing her failing 

attmaili. 

I tluHik voti, monsieur,*' she said faintly. 

‘..g dnwa tlu‘ glass, and busied himself once more 
Willi wumuhnlhamL 

" I -hall nut hurt you any further,*' he said, as 


involiintariiv -^ht* winced. 

\!iii lie kept liis word. The worst of his task was _ 
av» t . I le only batiwd and bandaged with a gentleness 
and drKlnily at which she marvelled. 

At led In'lnoked at her. 

** Yoii art" better ? he asked. u i 

Shr »!.<{ his n-ea fur an instant. They were absoMdy 
st.-.Uv, inil tinr told her nothing whatever of his 

tliuiuthts.^ ;un better." she said, with an effort. 

*‘ t ail you walk ? " he said. 

*' I tliitik SI), monsieur." _ , „ t ,„;ii ciiow 

•' rhrn cumc with me," he rejoined, and I wiU show 

'■' sl”'‘S S'Sr ' h= to help her but she 
..i Sept his^olp till, tisins to her feel, she felt 
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thc floor sway Ijcneath her. Then, with a sharp 
exdiuiKitioii, she chitchfd for support and fpippod his 
pruUVroil arm. 

■' Mousirur ! ” she gasped. 

He held her up, for she w.as tottering. Her face 
stared panie-striekeii up to his. 

‘'Monsieur!” she gasped again. ” Wh.d is this? 
Where am I ? ” 

He made answer curtly, in a tone th.it sonuded 
repri'ssive. 

" You are on Imard iny yacht, untdemitisi lie,” .'Sh<. 
swayed, and he put his airin around her. " \an ate in 
safely," he said, in the same hrief fashion. 

As-"!is your prisoner?” she whimpered, trying 
weakly ttj free herself from his hold. 

” As rny guest,” he s-dd. 

_Hy an immense elfort she eonfrolh-d heisi-H, meeting 
his stern eyes with somelhiiiM like eompo .me, Hut the 
memory of that single. scorehim> kt-s v^,ls • till with her. 
And in spite of her utmost lesohitton, she liiiu h.-d from 
his direct g.ize. 

" If I am your guest," she said, hei hav voit e tpiiveiing 
a very little, " 1 am at liherty to MHiie .tod i.i . 
m I will.” 

''Absolutely!” stiid Pierre, and sli.- f.,r 

Instant that he smiled. 

” _Yms will take me wlteiv^atr I do, ire to go?” she 
persisted, still battling with her agitatmu. 

” With one exi'eption,” he answered ijmetlv. ” I will 
not take you hark to .Maritas.” 

She shivered. ** Then where, monsieur ? '* 

His expression ehanged siightlv. She had a 
momentary glimpse of the arrogance she diead- d. 

" The worltl is wide.” he H.dd. " .\iid th. i.- h plenty 
of time liefore us. W« netn! not tleeide to night 

She trembled more at the tone than the wmds. " I 
not think you would leave Mat Has so suojt.** .she 
— ed. 

’ not, nnademoiselle ? ” His voice soddenly 
' ' it almost held a threat. 

withdrawn herself from him, but she was 
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A^^ stamling alone. She leaned secretly 
^ ; i 1 1 « n I i winch she had j ust risen. 

answer, still desperately facing 
inMhiit Maritas wanted you.*' 

.1 buef laugh that sounded savage. 

' \ ^ -‘t^rdayU he told her grimly. I have 
since then." 

"Mul ilnsh rose in Stephanie's drawn face, 
■*.’* IS) huiger from his look. “ And you 
n* ^t iling in e.xchange," she said, her voice 


^ df^'Urod to gain," said Pierre Dumaresq. ' 

/''V'' involuntary movement, and 

io'*’ tv r O'Jmuw Vimtractcd. She closed her eyes 
\ufii ‘I Iw pain was almost intolerable. , 

A iii-.i,;* !;! \j.\vf % 1 m‘ fi-lt Ms sttoug amis lift her, and 
,1 ‘.O'! ^ :: ‘V.’ ■ ''Cl m| inUtTy swept over her. Where was 
tlv n '0 t Loung strength when he knew so well her 
wf Aiv!n-''r'% : » 4 jighiing, when she was already so 
h 'I / • ’ ■<, IrMtrn ; nf Inyging his mercy even when he had 
xv.irj I I'j'i ^unplnUieally that she must not expect it. 

|c inUi her. She could resist him no 

liciv- ' '.*< ?n‘v h us the lifting of , a finger. Andasthe^ 

^ sw »■ pi ovrrwhclmiugly upon her, the last poor 
..hi' i ♦'i luu r'nir numbUd to nothing in a rush of 
“ I f' ■'* 

Mi'l UM lUMfc. liis hard mouth grew a little 
h ii'b 5 . hi . *urr!v r^’cs u shudc more steely— that, was 
ulL tb" lo’r unfaltering through the saloon to the 
i A ua brv.cnh »tnd laid her dowivthere. 

I j , ^ . 4h‘ I ‘ ^Uid sh»* iM'urd the dick of the latch, and 
hr. '.t'p !ip*u4 the ihicdiold. Softly the door closed. 
iu\ to- awuy. 


■ VI 

An.S From her paroxysm of weep- 

in^' !.ln* mto deep, untroubled slumber and hour 

.tjtVt h..iu slipiM-d over her unconscious head whij£ she 
ll.y -*t *»"»*• . ' : 
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When she awoke at last the sun we ; stnsim- 

h\t^ in thnnii^h the tiny i'H»rt-hi)le hv the in hnr 

omch, and she knew that she nnist haNe sirpi i he ei-Jn eit 
tlu' iiay. ^hi* was very drowsy stilh atni t«»r a, nln^ 
lay imilioulrss* listeiiiu:: to the- niountwineis in-.tt el the 
ycu'hi’s euyUtes, and wafehiire the eprny as it 

tossed past. 

Very pawdnally she ht\*4au to i'emfnh''T wu^t had 
happened to her. She yUnieed at Ina \souin!fd hand, 
swatlu‘d in handayes ;uni re>tiny upon a iai.liion.^ Wiio 
iiatl arranyitl it so, slie wondered r flow hid it heeu 
done wittiout her wakine, f 

At the Iriek of her nniei hovet'eil tin* aiisUiT* to Iwah 
these <pie’aious, hilt she eould u-t hnuy h* i ■* It to iaet^ 
tlnan not vet, Mte was loath to \ulhdi a.\v liM .r U pniu 
the ha/.e td i.leep that still hnuy alaaU In i. ’'dn' hrank 
mitutivelv from a fnll awaL.-rduy. 

And tlieu, wliile she stdl lopmd i»n ilie wav tt> 
conseiiiusuess, there eanie a soft niovtiiient near heiy 
and in a moment all her rrpo><* was /intttrt.-d. 

hierre, his dark faee yumlv ius« tntahle, Insit tiver her 
witli a cup of sonndhiny steaminit iti los haaeh 

She sluauk at tlie siejit id Imn. Her \Uio|e body 
SiS'ined til isiiitraid. Involuntaulv ahuost site shut tirT 
eyes. Her heart leapini and palpitated lei like 

a rhained thiny sei*kiny to eMiipts 

Thill Hinhifidy it stood ;ail!. lb* was s}iraliii|p 
** Maileiimistdlt* Sfe|i!iaaii%** lie s:ad, ** I h»'i* voti will 
not agitate yomselh have no « atise foi ayitafioii, 

It is not tiy inv own wish that I iiilnide upon yotn I 

have no clioitss‘* 

It was cuitly nliered, It stimided linidly oie^taii- 
promihini^. Vet* for mtnr rt“as«ai wholly oiexple able 
to herself, she was ronsriiiiiH iif irhrf, Mie ii|?mied ht‘f 
eyes, though she dUI not dare to rai*^e tlieiin 
** Iltnv is that, monsieur ? ** she sael faintly. 

He was silesil for a moinenl ; itoii 
** Them is no woman on ImaHl liesidi^s yourself/* ha 
told her briatiy. ** Your own |M!opk deserted ymn I 
had ao time to march for oiticrs/* 

She fell If lib eyes were ilrawiiig her own, A|aiii$t 
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h.T will ; h>- lutikcd up and met them. ' They 'told -her 
n-ilitn.'. i'lit .d least they did not- frighten her'afresh. 

'■ W In IV are voii going to take me ? ’’ she asked. 

•• \\V uill api-ak of that later,” he said. Will you 
aiiiik thi. now ? You need it.” 

•• W'lMt it, monsieur.” 

1 m ,i an iuat.iiit she saw his faint, hard smile.^^ 

■'ll i . 1. rot h, m-ademoiselle, nothing more.” __ . 

"Nuihiiiu?” she said, still hesitating. You— 

I think von t;ave me. a narcotic before I ” 

' "I did,” smd I’ierre. “ And it did you good. 

■dll' did nut attempt 'to contradict him. /^le re- 
p, , . .inii of hi-, luamicr held her silent. Without further 
(lemur she sought to raise herself. s: _ _ 

I tut liei head swam the moment she hfted it from the 
pillow, .lud she sank down again with closed eyes and 

lis.iv.n hiow-.. , . 

■■ hi mouieul.” she whispered. ■ 

'■ reimit me,” said Pierre quietly 5 and slipped his 

‘^”'-!.h!"l'.t.LMUit>*sharply to protest, but the words died 
on tier Inv, She saw tliat he would not be denied. _ 
lie su n-urted her with absolute steadiness while she. 
apolw' , lit uttering a word. Finally, he lowered her 

“ HrS.;! yo«t wound was attsuded to Wito 

^ 'M, it M'fkms monsieut ? $ae asKiea. 

I’e.in tell ymi better when I have seen 1 - 
rejoined, hegimung to loosen the bandage. 

iT'Si ‘*5 loug,_Madomoisdla Stephame. 

Shut ymif ey« till it i^* of the man was 

Telfice. She was 

merging mto * tier Sorced dependence upon 

altered his attitude towards 

htr. 



“No" he said at last. "It is n<»t a v.-ry siTtoi 
matter, thtnij-h it may ^tve y»m shihc tniul.Ie tiil it 
healed. You will need tokt'ep very i|ui. t. madriuniscll 
and" -aftaiti momentarily she !'..iw la, Miale " avu 
agit-atini' votir.seH as Jiuu h as luiesiMc.'’ 

" You may rely upon me to do that, iiion\ienr,'’ s! 
returned with dignity ; " ifl am allowrd to do •,o.” 

Again for an instant she h'lt Ins evr . upon her. uj 
she thought he* fniwnetl : hut he ur.ule ito eouunent. 

Ouietly he iinished his handaging h>{oie hi* sph 

again. , , . , . 

" If there is any tdher way tu whub l < an erve you 
he said then. " you have unlv to eoumiand me,” 

She turneel upon her pillow atid f.ieid him, T 
graeUial reviving of Imr pliysu al strength help.-d her 
least to simulate some of her aju irnt piide that he Ir 
trampleil so ruthles-dv muhifoot. 

" What do yim mean by that t ” she nueslioir 
calmly. 

He met her look fully imd stetnlv. 

" I mean, Mademoiselle phanie, precisely wii 
I have said ■ -no more, no le*;s ! " 

In spite of her utmost ejiori, 'he lUiulied » lit) 
Yet she would not he emtquered hy a look. 

"I am to treat you as my seivaut, then, mt 
sicur ? " she questioned. 

He dropjH'd his eyes suddeulv from hi-ra. 
if it Sluts you tu do so," he said, 

'* The situation is not of my ihiMeanK." site reutind 
him. 

" N’or mine," he ausvven d dryly. 

Her heart sank, but with an eJlort *iu* maintainei; 
fair show of courage. 

'• Monsieur Dumatesq," sJie said. ” I think that 51 
mean tu be kind. I shall aet upon th.it .nHumptu 
Since I am thrown u|Hin yuur huipituhly under t 
cumstance* which neither of us would luivo ehmwn-— 

*' I did not say that, nnulemowrik." h« tnter|ius 
" I have no quarrel with the gmb that govern circil 
stance. My only regret is that, as my guest. v<»li shui 
be inefficiently served. 11 you find youiM-lf lbl« 
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treat me as a servant it will' -be toy pleasure to teerve 
you." _ - , ' „ ' - ■ ' ■ 

Sli(‘ did not understand his tone; It seemed to her 
that he was trying in some fashion to warn her. Again 
the lueiuory of his kiss swept over her ; 'again to the 
vt;ry heart of her she shrank. - ' 

" I think,” she said slowly, ” that T am more your 
prisoner than your guest, Monsieur Dumaresq.’V 

“ It is lujt always quite wise to express our thoughts,’’ 
he rejoined, with deliberate cynicism. “ I have Ven- 
tured to point that out to you before,” ; 

Aipiin he bal'llcd her. She looked at him doubtfully. 
He was standing up beside her on the point of departure. 
He retunusl her gaze with his steely eyes almost as 
though h(^ challenged her to penetrate to the Citadel 
they guarded. , ,, 

With a sharp sigh she abandoned .the contest. “ 1 
wish I understood you,” she said. 

He jerked his shoulders expressively. t '. 

" You knew me, a week ago ; better than X knew 
myself,” he remarked. “ What more would you have ? ’ 
She di<l not answer him. She only moved her head 
upon the pillow with a gesture of weariness. She knew 
that she woukl search those pitiless eyes in vain for the 
key to the jjuzzle, and she only longed to be left alone. 
He. could not, surely, refuse to grant her unspoken desire. 

Yet fur a moment it seemed that he would prolong 
the interview. He stood above her, motionless, 
gaut frowning downwards as though he had something 
more to say. Then, while she waited tensely, dreactog 
the very s()und of his voice, his attitude suddenly undCT- 
w»-nt ;i change. The thin bps tightened sharply. He 
turned away. 


. VII 

After he was gone, Stephanie sat up and gazed for_ a 
long, long time at the surge of water leaping past the 

*^Shc^felt stunned by the events of the past tweatyi 
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fmir lionrs. She could onlv iwi.Av them wiih a mnuht'C 
■una/.cincnt. The Ion- su-.iicuno had rtah •! an Midd.-ul; 
and so Icrrihlv. She ocald h.udlv 1»' an to iv.in,,,- tha, 
it was iiuleed'over, that tin- atonii sho iiad hnv . rn to 
so lone liad hurst: at last, swrrjnita au iv the i-ov. in,, 
in heaillomt overtlirow. and Irarnia h. ! lain.od .oh 
batten'd indeed, bill still :div.'. >!i.' had la wj thou"h 

to survive him. She had not lo\, .1 bnn. hat le r In 
bad bi-en so im'xtrk'a!:.lv bound up vrith hi., tliat sh 
btid nev.-r seriousls c.iiitemjdated tlm (to, d-diiv ot hj 
without him. Wh.it wouhl happen to ii. i . '.'ae ,i ,l,e 
herself. ibtW wouhi it elitl f 

TIutc Wiis im tli'iiyim; tlu' f.u t thd, liowevi! 
iuexi>!ic.ibh; I'ierre’s tn.ittmid im ht he. t.he w,i 

Comj'letelV and il let I ieV.d'lv hi • i '1 1 oin 1 . 

'Ihere wMS uo (»ue to delivn lu t inau him ; im on 
to know or caii* wh.it hee.uue In i. Ih i impoii.int 
had crnmhled to uotbini; so t.u .is the wnild w.i-. toi 
cerned. Sin* Innl simply rfa.ed t** Mumt, What di 
h»‘ nii'.ui tfMhi with 111 ! t Whv h.ni In- n-tm.- d fodi’am 
the future? , , , 

tiraduallv. with a reit.mi n hut. one. In i tIiom;ir 
nuue tlowii to het reel III iut.ui.'W witli him. .mil 
the feeliuj' th.it In* h.id hn u ti\im; to i ou\e\' soiut ihtr 
that she had {.iiled to f't.e.p po-,si -.■.rd liei. Whv h.l 
he wanted her ati.imst at tempt im; to dt niie her (lo.itioii 
What h.id thoM* last woids of his jur.mt r 

One thiiitJ at le.ist was t eit.uii, Ihnue.h h>- had do) 
little to ri-assure In*!, site mu -f mal.e .» d>'t. umiied rim 
to ovet. ome her fear of the man. ‘'In* nm -t imt .tpa 
shiiiik opeiilv in his pn st-me, ‘dm mu'.t 1> leu «o 
tideuee. ihomjh she felt «l ind holm tUiuc th.i! he hi 
said a week bcftiie mi the oi ■ a .ioii oi hi. > sli.imdm.i 
propos.i! of maui.tt;! teiune*! to h«i at the. pmut wi 
CUnoiiH {ofer. „ , . , , , i 

" It is all a iitiestmn of tnud. In* liad s.nd, am! s 
ri'Cftlled the f.uttf, detisivr simle with whii h he hi 
SjMikeii. " W h.ttever yoti exiss t, that you w ill ret eivii 
The wards dwelt in i»er memmy with a sti.mne 
fitttenee. She had ii (eeliuK that tin v tm ant .i i;ood dei 
It was posstWe -surely u was jHe.;tibl<:--th.a if s 
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tfustr.l liiin, he might prove himself to be trustworthy. 
If duh- lii-r nerves were equal to the task ! If only the 
tel riMe memory of his kiss could be blotted for ever and 
ever froin her mind ! 

Mil' rose at last and began to move about the little 
state ealiin. It was furnished luxuriously in every 
ill-tail almost, she told herself with a shiver, as though 
for a iiriile. Catching sight of her reflection in a mirror, 
she stared aghast, scarcely recognising herself in the 
wild eved, Imggard woman who met her gaze. Small 
woiidiT that sin; had deemed him repressive, she told 
hejself, for she looked like a demented creature. 

'lhal astounding glimpse did more for her than any 
mental ellort. Ouite calmly she set to work to render 
her appearance more normal, and, crippled though she 
\s a-i, she surc(‘e,ded at length in attaining a fairly satis- 
l.iet’oiv res\ilt. At least, she did not think that a 
ma-.euline eye would detect anything amiss. 

'1 his achieved, she finally drew her travelling cloak 
about her and went to the door. It resisted her effort 
to open, lull in a moment she heard a step on the other 

side ami the. withdrawal of a bolt. „ . 

Pierre opened the door for her, and stood back for 
her to pass. Put she remained on the threshold.^ 

" .Monsieur Dumaresq, why did you lock me in? 
she asked him, with something of her old stateliness of 
ilemeauour. which had made men dem her proud. 

I! is liny comprehended her in a single glance. 

He made iier'his curt, British bow. ^ 

'■ ’'I'ou were overwrought. Mademoiselle Steph^ie, 
he said. " I was not sure of your intentions. But I 

see that the precaution was unnecessary.” _ 

M,e understood him, and a faint flush rose m her 

^''•'nuite” she responded. “I have come to my 
sensi's monsieur, and I know how to yalue-your pro- 
t.'t tion. 1 shall not seek that means of escape so long 

filed' with the words, a brave and steaafast 

the instant his fingers 
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closed tipon it she quivered une.outrolLihly fiviiu hnad 
to foot. A siitkhui mist descentleHl l>efufe her e\'is, 
mui she fj^ro]')ed out bliiully ft>r suppmU. Her 
ru‘rvi‘s h;iil !)et rayed her ai^aiiL 

‘O'ome and sit down, inadeinthselleA a quiei vuiee 
said ; and asitn'idy arm impelletl her fiu’w.ud. *' 1 hen* 
is something of a swell tieniqdd.. I am aiUdd you h*el 

So eeurfetuis was the lone that she jJuinsi rei’ 4 »rd Urr 
asto!ti‘‘.!inn'ttt . She sank into a r!iaii% aiei nside a 
despiSMie eftort to terrain hw self rfe.otol. 

“ \on are very kind, Oie 'Siid, not verv 

Steadihs Xodoulit I shall hi'etune aerm4iiinrd tn 
I dill not tliink you are quite ni hu’ In* said 

gravely. 

She Inekf’d tip at him wifti nrui* touudeia.\ 

I uni really stronger than von fiimkA 'he «;aiiL 
** Anti 1 watiteti to speak to vou on the i of <inr 

iiestinatnuj.*' 

Sht‘ f,ineie<l that he stiiiemsi a lillie at tin* w*ai|s,, 
but he meitdv saiti : 

\\ <-lI. inailemoiseUe ? 

** Will yoti iiot sit down,** sht* said, ** and tel! me 
wht*r«* tin* vaeht it itoing ? ** 

fie sal diuvn on the edge oi llie lalih*. Ilii-fe was 
tliKieniahle lesikssne^ei in his attiiud*'*.. 

\\V are lumiing due west at the |rirseii| itieiiiietil,** 
he said. 

Wdtli wlral ohjeid ? ** she asked. 

** With noiitqet't, madfUUiiiselleA he rrjoirieth ** except 
to keep out of teach of our eiiefini‘'s^* 

Vmi have left Maritas for gmid I ** she askeii 
lie iillerrd a short hinnh. 

** Certainly* I have nothing to go hark for/* 

**Aml you art indiilrrent/* she qiirstioiied, wutli 
dklit lu^stlaltom ** as to the thrertmii voit take ^ ** 

No, 1 am not imtiiferriif/* he iwnfewried riniHu 
She was silent. His imyiiier pui^letl her, wade Imr 
afraid in spite of lierwlf. 

There fothiwed a yiorl fmnsei limn he tiiriwil slightly 
tncl looked at her# 
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tu 
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i I:uv you any particular wishes upon the subject ? ” 


‘•r ivpiy very low. 

I.' ! iu.' hfur them,” said Pierre. 

I el.i.uld like,” she said slowly, 
'> t" p.iudaud. I have relations 


“ if it be possible, 
there who might 


'■!i‘ .''■'"H, nKuleniDisclle ? ” 


ill > ft HIM i.omulrtl harsh. 


1 ** ‘ .u'ii inv she answered simply. 

1 1 : ^ j II t iw nii'i siakhaily.- . . 

1 - a la! <ay to hni^iand/Mxe obst^rved. 

! uiutw it/’ she said, am counting upon your 


1 *•'/' said Pirrre. “I am to take you there, 

au i U'.ivr ytai. Is that it ? '' 

■ it'' in-ut hrr iu*ad. 

It \ MU will, monsieur/^ 

" Am! il T will nut ? he said. 

'"■hr silent, 

lly '4uud up abruptly, and walked to the farther end 
iii th*‘ saliiun. Wliuu lie came back his face was set and 
v'.tin. Ho Ihiltud in front of her. 

'■ I aui to tlu this thing for nothing ? he said. And 
it si"*iuud ti) her that, though uttered quietly, his words 
r,i:nr* Ihrouah cdenched teeth. 

\ ,.uu wihl panic was at her heart, but with all her 
siMuiipti she hehl it !)ack. 

Von iiilVred to serve me, monsieur/' she reminded 

liiiin 

i*;ven a siTvaiit expects to be paid/' he rejoined 
lairtlv, , 

" Hut I have notldng to offer you," she said, * ^ 
>hi‘ saw the grey eyes glitter as steel in sudden 
shiies Hear brightness was .intolerable. She turned; 
her owai away, / . ' ' .A';': 

" it liiit iKicur to you, Mademoiselle Stephanie," 
he %4td» *' that your life is more my property than your 
own a! t!ie jireseni moinent ? Have I no claim to be 
'“Hiviulleil as to its disposal ?", 
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Nuut\ lunusituir/' she made an:^wer qnirkly. Nune 
what'i^vrr/’ 

**And vt‘tU he said, “ ytni ask^d me te savr ynu 
when -had yon pndViTOi it— I wuufii have died witli 
yom” 

She was silent, rememlwring with hittermss her wild 
cry far d«Evera.nee, 

He waite d a little, llien : 

“ Vuu ntav have nuthing to ntler me, Mad-aiiuisrlle 
SttqdianieU he said, hut, by Inaiveu, yeu alia!! tala* 
uothiu!t awai'.” 

She in*ard a deep menace in his vuiee that \va dike the 
gruwl i)f a,n aaigry histst* Slu^ shuddered iuwardl\‘ as 
she listened, but tiutwardly ^>he remamed ealm. >he 
even, af'b^r a htw inemeuls, mndii'ed ^dienefli te tiso 
and face him. 

W’hat is it that yuii want ef me, .Men.ietir 
Dumaresq ?** she asb^d. lhaw can I iniuhaa* 
yunr servua's ? 

He ihmg back his head ahrnptlv, she tinmeld fliat 
he was going to utter his sa>iting hmgh, (hit it 
tiki nt>t isniie. Instead, he lotiked at Ini', hittked al 
her lung ami pieuingly, white she sttiud metu, and 
waited. 

At last : ** I'tie priee fur my services,”' lie said 
deliberately, ” is that you marry me as mhih as we nsmh 
EuMlaiHh” 

** Marry you!** In spite of her uliiio-4 lesolntioii 
she started, and sUghtlv shiauks ** Van still dm^ire 
that ? ’* 

** I Stillilr-ai'e if he said 

** Allil if I refuse?** she. quest kilieil, liei vukm Very 

low. 

** You will not refuse,** he reliiriiei,l,, willi limvirtiofi. 

You dare not ndtiMs'* 

She stcMii! sihiif* 

And lluil being su/* said IVrri% wttli a certain 
doggedness jrcailurly iil variance Iih fierce and 
htmilong natiiri*, ” llial being ho, Madeiiiolsidle Hirptiiitik, 
would It not be mmr lor vciu lo yiehl at once ? ** 

** To ytelii, inoimkiir ? 
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i !.t his for the fraction of a second. He 

WM'-' ' nl u’iM.,r|y watching her. 

1‘ nil- your promise,” he said. “It is all I 
nImI; .isk ..1 YOU. 1 shall be satisfied withthat.” 

^ Yi.i uh.it have you to offer in exchange?” she 

\ .tr.iu;'/' rxpression, that was almost a smile, flitted 

<,»vti his fact*. 

“ ! vvijl ■five you my friendship,” he said, “ no more, 

Il«t luS'",/’ 

Ihu stiil ht*sitate(,l, till suddenly, with a gesture 
Vviush; h(* ht 'Id Out his hand. 

\ in A !iu*/’ hr said, “ and I will be trustworthy.’* , 

" h. L:;. w it for a, tit'fmite promise, however insolently 
‘ ’d. It was |)laiu that he meant what he said. 
It u.i- plim tliat hr dt'sired to win her confidence. And 
ni .1 iiii a airr shr was reassured. His actions testified 
tn a p.itirucf* ui which she had not deemed him capable. 

in nnciiuscious submission to his will, she laid 
hri' hand in his. 

\i*d aittn’wards, monsieur?’* she said. “Shall I 
hf* at4r‘ ttt trust you then ? ** 

Hr Iraurd sliglitiy towards her, looking more closely 

ililn lirr f.U‘c. 

I In n : “ Ail my life, Stephanie,** he said, and before 
%!ir iralita*d his intention he had pressed her hand to his 
lip* » with the action of a man who seals an oath. 


VIII 

¥rnm tliat hour forward, Stephanie was no longer a 
Hr.r inisoncr, She was free to wander wherever she 
\\Muid abnnt the yacht, but she never penetrated very 
tai, Hic Vessel was no mere pleasure boat, and there 
wc . inut h that uiight have interested her, had she been 
♦ ii,pr,»'d to take an interest therein. But she shrank 
with a morbid tlread from the eyes'of the Spanish sailors. 
>hc Iniie/d unspeakably to hide herself away in unbroken. 

Ilia tu’.a »ii. . ■ 

Hvr wumul hviawl rapidly, so rapidly that Pierre soop 
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ceased to tn.*at it, Imt it look iniirh lioi.iter for lior to 
rc;o)ver (unii tlu*cHVotsof that terrihlo at Mantas. 
The hiUTur of it was with her niejit a.nd day. 

Pienv’s tivatnu'ut of her nover varud. Ifo ^aw to 
hernuiifort witli unfailiii.y vi,yihuieo aad roieadia at inn, 
]>nt naver atleinj^ttsl to i^htnuio hiiii-*a!f upon Imn 
He st'ldotn spoke to hf*r nidi'ss she addre‘>;sat| him. Ur 
never hv wnrti or look refernsl to the etaupaet hi twej*ii 
them. 'Hi*r fear of him had sunk away iuto fie* Inrk- 
ground of her thotights. Furtividy she studied him, 
but he gave her no cause fear. When she sat im tin* 
dee.k, lie iievtT jtuued her. He dhl not so taneh as eat 
with her till «me dav, not witlunil iiimh inward itv 
pidatioin s!u* invifetl him to do so. And slie mai veiled, 
again ami again she marvelletl, at his foUnwianee. 

i'almlv and nuevrutfullv the endless siumner days 
slipped by. Ih*r strtmgih was undoii!»fedlv letiirning 
to luTj file youth in her reviving, tlie loiiij rest was 
taking upon her. Hie oversiiung nerves weie 

growing steady again. Often she Wiuild sit ami ptimler 
iijKin the future, bn! she had no dfSitiile idea to gniiie 
her. At lirst sin* sinank nnspeakablv fioin the bare 
thougld id tlm end of th«' voyagr, Init gradnallv she 
bee.ame artaistoined to it. It seemed ton teimUi* to be 
terrible, and her reliance upon ge»od faitlt 

incrisised daily. Soimdmw, umuatounlablv, she had 
wholly i'eased to regard him us an rneinv- Htissildy 
her fiMis and even her anfag*‘ue4n \\*ie only doiiiiaub 
but at least tlu'v ditl not torment hua Hu* did not 
start at ihe Siumd of his voice, or shiiiik fiom the 
straight regard of those hard eyes, >lie knew Iw* ttnil 
msfimd that raiimd «*rr ihut he meant to kt'rp his 
word. 

They left the regions n{ eiulless sumiiirr liehiiu! at 
last, and the cooler hm^m iif the mirth swr|a thi* long, 
blue riilgri over which ttiey Iravdled. lliry rame 
into a more Ifefjurntnh km drramdike sin*i, but itioiigli 
utaiiy vewli passed themi they were indthuti near emnigh 
for greeting. And Stephanie ciiinr to iiriilerstaiifl tliii! 
It ww fiot Herre^s clmre to hold fiiuiJi rmiver^! with the 
«ller wfkL Ytl ibt teiw Itia-l iJiey were Inmdiiig 
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4 r.i. ,‘lif fit! iMij-land, and their isolation was bound ere 
!n ' niiH' t(i an end. 

li tv.H MiUliiier weather even in England just then. 
-.iiiiiiiH-i u<,i!ln‘i 111 the blue Atlantic, summer every- 
: many hours of each day in a sheltered 

'-’•S’' ‘ tiK' (irrk, watching the leaping waves, green 
■ mil sj.i.-mliil racing from the keel And a strange 
I'mi' iii w.ui li-Ts wiule she watched, born of the un- 
■ai.i.t .1 (MMi-c which of late had wrapped her round. 

a ,1 , .1 , on,' cunm into safe harbourage after long and 
S’liii. t'f.-.mg upon the waters of strife. She did not 
.Jii' .! .11 iuT M'cnrity. She only knew that it was there. 

itur <i,ty there came a change — -a grey sky and 
V. tiUr 1 \va,v(‘S. Suddenly and inexplicably, as is 

ih--^ w.rc (if the northern climate, the sunshine was 
wiiii.h.uvn, till' summer weather departed, and there 

C.UiQ- d'* *nl4t inn. 


"'.If ph.utin's ut,i licr on deck was empty. She crouched 
iu'lnw, di, shivering with cold and wretchedness. All 
»l,ty hne; li.'itrued to the howling wind and pitiless, 
li .iuu.: rising above the sullen roar of the waves. 

A!! dav hmi* tln,^ vessel pitched and tossed, flinging her 
b L ,md tiiHh while she clung in desperation to the 
t'd* itf hrr bm’tii. 


I'lfUe waitvil nptm her from time to time, but he 
» M'li! dii lit tin tu rviiewe her discomfort, and he left her 
tnt mn^l part alone. 

A . t'vming' drew on, the gale increased, and Stephanie,, 
in her eabin, could hear the great waves breaking 
own itir iWk with a violence that grew more awful 
with every muinent. Her nerves began to give way' 
iind»n file ^IraiiK It was a long while since Pierre had 
lu w uwu' and the luueliness appalled her. 

I Miild iiulnre it no longer at last, and arose with 
a \mII hh\i ol going on deck. The narrow walls of her 
« -duo h.1‘1 bfvnim; niumdurable. . 


With iliiiicully, grabbing at first one' thing, tlienv 
aiiMitin Un she made her way to the saloon.' 

1 ii»* pLvrr was tunpty, but a single lamp burned steadily 
bv th* door that led to the companion, and guided her. 

Iwlling steps. ; "c- 
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The floor was at a steep upward angle when she 
started, but before she had accomplished half the dis- 
tance it plunged suddenly downwards, and she was 
flung forward against the table. Bruised and frightened, 
she dragged herself up, reached the farther door at a 
run, only to fall once more against it. 

Here she lay for aEttle, half stunned, till that terrible 
slow upheaval began again. Then, with a sharp effort, 
she recalled her scattered senses and struggled up, 
clinging to the handle. Slowly she mounted, slowly, 
slowly, till her feet began to slip down that awful slant. 
Then at the last moment, when she thought she must 
fall headlong, there came that fearful plunge again, and 
she knew that the yacht was deep in the trough of 
some gigantic wave. 

The loneliness was terrible. It seemed like the fore- 
runner of annihilation. She felt that whatever the 
danger on deck, it must be* easier to face than this 
fearful solitude. And so at last, in a brief lull, she 
opened the door. - 

A great swirl of wind and water dashed down upon 
her on the instant. The lamp behind her flickered and 
went out, but there was another at the head of the steps 
to light her halting progress, and, clinging with both 
hands to the rail, she began to ascend. 

The uproar was deafening. It deprived her of the 
power to think. But she no longer felt afraid. She 
found this limbo of howling desolation infinitely pre- 
ferable to the awful loneliness of her cabin. Slowly 
and with difficulty she made her way. 

She had nearly reached the top when a man's fi^re 
in streaming- oilskins sprang suddenly into the opening. 
Above the storm she heard a hoarse yell ; of warning or 
of anger, she knew not which, and the next instant Pierre 
was beside her, holding her imprisoned against the hand- 
rail to which she clung. 

She stood up and faced him, still gripping the rail. 

Take me on deck I " she cried to him. I shall not 
be afraid." 

She had flung her cloak about her, but the hood had 
blown back from her head, and her hair Jmng, loose. 
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I'it nv at her in stern silence, holding her fast. 

>!i.' lu‘ was displeased with her for leaving the 

,111.1 Mil- reiterated her earnest request that he' 
w.>ii!ii u!;. r her to come up just for a little to breathe 

Ilif* tr* ih :iir. 

‘ ‘ ^ she told him. “ It frightens 

nii'*,” 

!'i' :;*■ wii^ frowning heavily. 

1 >0 think yon would not be my first care ? ’’ he 
dM-nuoul- I, hr.niiig himself as the vessel plunged to 
her with gntater security. 

li'- <ii‘i nu»t answer. There was a touch of ferocity in 
thr ijn- .lion that silenced her. The pitching of the 
v.n lit ilnvw luT ngainst him the next moment, and her 
i* ri (| fioin hrneath her. 

I u* iou'ily almost she turned and clung to the 
;nni. tii.it la id h<*r up. They tightened about her to 
a e.np that made lu‘r gasp for breath. He lifted her 
li.n k to \hr foothold she had lost. His face was more 
i\i unly “'ot than she had ever seen it. 

woudm ii if he were secretly afraid. For they 
sornu'il to 1 h* sinking down, down, down into the depths 
of rlrarnrtiun, and only his close holding kept her 
ulioro she was. 

thonghi that they were going straight to the 
lintttifin and involuntarily her clinging hands held 
!aa», t , Invtiiuutarily, too, she raised her eyes to his, 
s. rkiiiin as f!ie* human soul is bound to seek, for human 
eomiadrship in face of mortal danger. 

lint the next instant she knew that no thought of 
dange r was in his mind, or if it existed it was obscured 
hv '.Huad liiiig intinitely greater, 

Ihs . \v , saw her and her only. The fierce flame of 
his |u -ion blazed down upon her, searing its terrible 
way iM in r smd, dazzling her, hypnotising her, till she 
runld SUV naught else, could feel naught but the burning 
intiiiwty the tire that had kindled so suddenly about 

fiait id wild dismay went through her as keen as 
phV‘b'al pain, lull in a moment it was gone. For though 
he held hrr caught against his breast and covered , her 

s o 
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fart' with kisses that seemt^d to ,scurt:h her, it was not 
fear that, she felt so much as a gasping wtiiuier that slie 
was uuufiaitl. 


IX 

When Piern* let lua’ go. slU‘ felh half faintiien arsiiiea 
the raih and must have sunk at his fret tnei he not 
sluirply stiKHied atid liftinl her. Fnatfini' h‘\’ a tuief 
lull in tlu‘ tem|H‘st> he here Iht tlowu the eii p, aaid into 
the dark sahaun She lay (piiti* passive in hi * anas» 
da/ash exliausied^ hut still <mrit4i«4y ileviud of h-ar. 

lie laid !ier u{Hm a rnshmuetl Irulier hv tis' wall, atul 
religlited tin* lamp, llieig in utter silniee. h*’ wuijiil 
her to lu’r ea!>in bt‘youd, aiul left lier tiimi*. tiad 

a single glimpse of Ids la<’e as he fmiied atta\, and u 
Sismied iu lier tlial s!n* !iad lut^ked tipon i!a‘ la. t* <4 4 
man iii torture, lit: went away vviUinui a wuui, ami 
slie was h‘fl alone. 

And so for hour’s slm lay* untnimhul td- Ihr storni* 
regartlless tUterly td atu;!it’ that happened, li'ir.g wdth 
wide eyes and Inirning therks* cmistious onI\' ni ihai 
ever growing wtiiuter tliat was m.ii ftsir. 

At dawn the wind ahatrti and the v.iiUi Irgaii fo 
pilch less. Wht'ii the sun ha.d liren U|t for a l«sv liouis 
the gait* t»f the iiighi was a thing of the |ee4 ^ and * adv the 
white ‘Cuppisl waives wrie h'll an a laughing leuainlei of 
the storm that fuid passed rm-r, 

The day wsis hnlhaiil* ami Mephiinir aiour at length 
with a feeling that she mm 4 go up iiiIm iIh’ simsliiiie 
and face the future, Ihe thought of iiieiiing iheire 
even amid not ultimalrly detain her UrUm, timiigh it 
^kept her there eonsidnalily longer than uwial After 
all, was she luil himmi to iiirrl hnii ? Of wli.a use was 
it lo shirk the iiirvilalik ? 

liiif when she liiially rntrrrd llm siilmuo In* was not 
Iheie, The talk was laid for breakfast * and a sailor 
w;is at Imtnl In Si?rve her. But of Tmire ilimr was no 
ligm lie rvkkiitly had m iiilenlioti of hri . 

Sim Iliads lio imiiiiry for Imii, but m %mn iln: nwal 
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wa. nv. V : h- took her cloak and prepared to go on deck 
\\ she passed the scene of the previous 

■ ' ll' "miter, ^le almost expected to find Pierre 
weatK.:; lur hor at the top of the companion, but she 

i’'i Imn m vam. And even when she finally 

str-asH .1 .I|.nu the deck and crossed to the rail that she 


iniQhl 


. lu uie rail mat sne 

"11 the whole length of the yacht, she could not 

Uiui. 


A \ ! iir imeasiness began to trouble her. The 
Mi V. ts hanl to bear. She longed to meet him 

anti I:.r. -■ th tin* witli it. 

I'mt Im iMiiged in vain. AU through the sunny hours 

“i tat' iiiMunni; she sat or paced in solitude. No one 
( HUS' IS sr hvr till her breakfast attendant appeared 
with an-tli.T nu*aL 

hv thr viul of the afternoon she was thoroughly 
nil -iMih'. she longed iutensely to inquire for the 
v.t. la's ina-4t‘r, yet could not bring herself to do so. 

il began to rain, and she went below and sat 
m t!i»" niiHiiii, trying, quite inelfectuaJly, to ease her 
tonui lit ut suspense with a book. But she compre- 
heutird uiithing ai what she read, and when the young 
ratlin *-4i‘waril appeared again to set the dinner she 
lni»k*Hi up in desperation. 

She was on the point of questioning him as to his 
iiiiistrrhi when*abouts ; the question, indeed, was 
aluwdv half uttered, when her eyes went beyond him 

and ?4ir bloke off short. 

Iheri'i* Iitiuself was quietly entering through the 

roiiipaiiion dour. 

iif bowed in her in his abrupt way> and signed to the 

lad tiH'ouiiuiie his task. 

Hr u'eh'rstands no English,** he said. '' You do not 
i»bi* ^ t'* hi'-i preseucti ? ** 

rdi»* leplied in the negative, though in her heart she 
wi'-hnl lie had disnussed him. She could not meet his 
rvre bt'foie il third person. It added tenfold to her 

rinbaiia- auriit, 

lint whru ht! sealed himself near her, shbA.did venture 
a at him, and was amazed un4)eakably 

by w bat she saw. For his face was haggard and drawn 
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like the face of a side man, ami every hint uf arr-tiranTO 
was i'niie from his heariii:^. He looked iiiMini. 

Hi; began to speak at «nee, jerkilv, nnu.il nraJly, 
almost as if he also were emh.uTassed. “ T have some- 
thing to say to yon," he said, '* whieh T beg yon w ill Imar 
with patiem'e. it roneorns yonr fnime and tiiine. 

The strangeness of his manm-r, his obvi.m, d-jo, lion, 
the ama/ini: humility of hi;, addres ,, eoiidniiy 1 t.. endue 
Stephanie with a eoinposure she had st.ioi'h hoj.ed to 
attain. 

She found herself able to look at lum ipnte t.mdtly, 
and did .so. It was he who for tlie nr.t tune in her 
rceolleetioii avoided hi-r eyes. 

"What is it, Monsieur Dntuares.j ? ” sir asked 

quietlv. , , , . 

His hands were gtipped upon the atm. of hi, i hair. 
He seemed to he hoiiiiu?; hine.elf there bv fot, . 

" Inst this," he t^iitl. " I tm>i tltat vour .lim.ite is 
after all the eorreet one. You have .ilwav. i. .siided me 
as a Itliiekj'uard, ami a hlaektjn.inl I .im I am not 
here to aptihtgist* htr it, simply to .o kiiowl. dye my 
mistake, for, stiange as it will ?a'em to yon. 1 tool, uiyodf 
for somethiui-' dilierent. At le.e.t wheji I i;av»- you luy 
wtH'd I tlmue.ltt 1 was e.ipahle of keepim; it. Well, it js 
broken, and', that heim; stt. I e.in no lom*. t hold vou to 
yours. Do ymi underst.iud. .M.uieuiot .ell,- st,.j,h.inie ? 
You are a free woman,” 

For an instant he lookisl .it hm. and ati odd tludl of 
pity ran through her for his humiH-iitou 

^he sahS nothing. She had m* wttids in vihnh to 
e-Spress herself. Moreover, her eyes weie siid I'nly full 
of unaeemmlahte te.irs. She eould mit have trusted 
her voiee. 

.\(ter a tnoineut he resumed, " Tlnie ts oulv ttna 
thing left to say. twi» days we shall be m Hiitish 
w.iters. I will l.urd yon wheu-ver you wish Hut you 
ritail not go from me Hi earn your own lu oo; You will 
tw cept -“yoUy«*haU aeeept " -she heard lie- '.tubboin 
note she halt come to ktww so well in lus smiee - 
" suHii ieiit from me to make you mdep udeni (oi the 
r«»t ot your life. Yea, from me, ti»,idemot.seU»T " fi« 
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Inuk.Hl li,.r sirai.;,'ht in the eyes with something of his old 
\ („i can refuse, of course. No doubt you 
Will r>ut I can compel you. If you will not have 

It .1 . a ‘ jtt , \’'nu shall have it as— a bequest.'^ 

li'- r, -a, but he continued to sit with his eyes upon 
lu r, she knew, to beat down any and every 

‘..UtMuight raise, 

not speak. She was for the moment too 
nun h ,iu pii ;uil for speech ; but as his meaning dawned 
up>m li-r. Noiutahlng that was greater than either sur- 
|)!i t.r pifv took possession of her, holding her silent. 
Slu’ Miilv, aftur several moments, rose and stood with 
ht‘r lurneil from him, watching through the port- 
iere flw waives that leaped by, all green and amber, in 
til*" li 'lit nf sunset. 

\ nil tuidurstand me clearly, . Mademoiselle Ste- 
ph.uu<‘ r *’ hr askrd at length, in a voice that came 
h.tr hlv tlu-iiugh thr silence. 

nuivcii slightly, but she did not turn. 

f hav(* nf‘\a‘r lUHierstood you, monsieur,"' she made 
an AVt-t . hrr vidce very low. 

I Ir pi krtl his siloulders impatiently. 

** ,\t irast you understand me on this point," he said 
cnrtlw 

hhr was sihiit. At length : 

I hit you (it) not understand me," she said. 

Ihutrr than yon fancy, mademoiselle,"" he answered 
hitliilv. I <io not think your feelings where I am 
com rm«ii have evctr been very complicated.’" 

Again slightly she moved without looking round. 

** ! wish you would tell your man to go," she said, 

** Madruioisulle ? " There was a note of surprise in 
t!ir qiuiV. 

'■ 1. 11 him to gol" she reiterated, with nervous 

Vrluiiirnu*. 

Ihrn* frll an abrupt silence. Then she heard an 
imprti.ms snap of the fingers from Pierre, followed 
ima ant Iv by the steward’s retiring footsteps. 

>hr waited till she Ifeard them no longer, then slowly 
slir tiiimsl Iherre had not moved from his chair. He 
was ipipping tlie arms as before. She' stood' with , her: 
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hack to ihe light, thankful for tlic dimness that nh-.(-nn>d 

licr fa,ru. 

“ T— 1 have somctliing' to say to you, nmnoifniV’ !,ht‘ 
said. 

“ I am lisleaing, inailenioiseiica’' he n'spMialril hrirtlv, 
not raising his eyrs, 

“ Ah, htil y<iu must Indp tut.%’' she -.hiid, and h"! vniru 
shcMik a litthn “ it- -it is no fStsy tlauit that 1 ha\i‘ to 


say.’’ 

Ih* made a ht‘ree muvtiiieni of nnri,^sl. 

van I help ytm ? ^ I have givaii y^m your 
freetlmm What iimre can I do r ^ . 

** You can spare me a rmtineul’s limine -Y sin* 
answereii geutha ** You mav he ainu*v aiih msii dll', 
Inti you ueotl md bi^aue,ry \uth moal ae" 

“ f am not angry wuh ym,'' ht^ ru-^pMtidrd half 
sulhmlv. “ ihit 1 can hoar no tritlinta 1 \^ani I 

am not my own master. If yiiu wi.h lo tiitu *elf 

from fnrtlier insult, you will he who to Irav. mr ai'Sif*/* 
"And if inal r ’* she questiound shnUv, “It for 
iristancit do not fed ntys*’!! imadt«'d h\ aliat huge 
pelted last nigld ? ” 

He glams'd up at that s«r smldiiily thaf sl'iu fr'll as if 
smnetiiing pirua-d Ina. 

** llieii/* he reittineil handily, you are a \ » i y *!iange 
wmnan, Mademoisidle MephanicA 

"I begin to think I am/’ site said,_ uiili a lallief 
piteiHis smile. Xvt, hir all that, I ma. h*- fthtfsl 
with either. A roinpact smli otiis lau oulv hr laii 
celhal hy mutual cimseut I thmk you ate father 
inchm/d to forge! that.’* 

" Meaning f '* sanl Pierre aliruj'itly. 

She drew a dtarp hreatli, Her liearf was 

very tot. 

" Meaning/^ she said* iiiratimg that I do utit and 
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, '! '"‘'IvC suddenly. She pressed her hands 

tlin.at, striving to control her agitation. 
1.1. =1 ■ nu.; It MS well have striven to contend with the 
s storm ; for it shook her, from head to 
i<>' ■> .. ...K luT as a tree is shaken by the tempest. 

.y, I, M ! i. rre, IxTore her words were fairly uttered ne 
t.ui y.ijt to lus feet. His hands were clenched. He 
.tisutisl as if he would strike her. 

\ 1 M i d* » y< ni mean ? he thundered. 

^ Sho uot answer, but still she did not flinch, 

yir oniv fhivw out her hands and set them against his 
I'y,. ,1,^ ,i..,uiug him from her. Whether or not her eyes 
toi hiT she never knew, but he became suddenly 
n:-M ,ii ti.T toiuii, standing motionless, waiting for her 
V 11.1 ,! j. It irnr<- she lound well-nigh incredible. 

_ 1 1 ii me, he said at last, and in his voice restraint 
ami [M .mu were strangely mingled, “what is it you 
ale t!<!U'; to make me understand? In Heaven’s 
nfum* d* ’U t hr afraid ! ” 

" i aio nut;* she whispered back breathlessly, “ be- 
lt^ v‘ m-, I am not. Ihit oh, Pierre, ifs so hard for a 
Vi.aimu to toll a liian what Ls in her heart when—when 
slit' dui’ adl ovmi kmvw that he cares to hear.'' 

" >lr|djaiim i " he said. He unclenched his hands, 
and Iv. vt?ry slowly, took her quivering wrists. His 
t'\ es would have SiSirchcd hers, but she was looking at 
turn no iMugor. Her head was bent. She was crying 
soft Iv, like ayliik! that has been frightehed. 

'* sft ptomie 1 " he said again. 

Sfjr made a little movement towards him, hesitated 
a inoim ml, then wimt close and hid her face against his 

bre.ed. 

*' nh. <io make it easy for me!" she entreated, 
brola nlv, " Ho- *do try to understand ! " " . 

Hi, -uiu. dosed about her. He held her tensely 
aiyun-.t Ins iesu'l, So that she heard the wild tumult 
o! it.is.itinp. Pmt he said nothing whatever. He 
wailed lot lii r still. 

-\re! M at la'*t slie found strength to turn her face a 
little iipuanis and whisper his name. 

** Pieue ! " And then, with more assurance,. .Pierre, 
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il is iruf T liavrn’t much to oficr you. I’ut mI' Ii as it 
it - sucli as it is and you askcil fur it <nn'i', rcuii'mhcr - 

will vou lakt* it; 

“ Aleanin.'' ? hi* said agaiii, ant! hi:i huarse 

and low. It si'-nmnd to contn thnaigli i lii-MHi lirt 
“ ^1[ua^iug/* sh»* answaTinl him t|uit kh' and 
shmati'ly, '' tha.t ivvnlutii*nhd \"on hav* Id > u. 
as yi>u arta vnit liavu maua;;rfl somehow ui ion*! ua- t<» 
WML oh, I’waa a hn>\ ^ a i»H)l n^t im ma5s\ \ » ‘U km : 
agn at Maritas i'Vcn tiumgh I hatrd^ vmu. ! nuglii havo 
kn<nvn that yon would eomiunr uifMn thu raid.” 

Has il (Simi' ti^ that f Stiid Idtiitn and tla L' was a 
Invak in his vninn that ininjit Itaw In-* n ! irnditur. 
Aiul liavn ymi nnvnr anknd ViMUSidf what mado mr a 
mvidtithnusl aial a tviant r ” 

Xt*V(‘rA shi’ nmiunut'ih 

“ Must I toll you f hr said. Wilt vou 'h.-lnw/a riw 

if I tin r 

Shu turih'd hrr fara ftillv to hum no imrsa^!'- nmy to 
lurut that pirming sniutinv wlmn 4a' td so 

uftrii tjuaihal *' \\ as it fut mv sakr “ slfU' 

liatnrt Iwr look with ryt-:. that a-, sw-, ; 4«'anis 

in iisl hridudd- 

*' HtWV ulsr I'i»u!d I havr \mi ;?* '■* hr “ liilW 

flsr isaldd I ha\‘n hri‘U iu tuitn f 

’“Oh, htit V‘Hi slnadd ha\o toki inn! * nIl" 

Yitu should liavn tok! lur * ** 

And if ! hadA said l*aut% w^uM imU Ilo< haiMt 
nw !nss f Ho ViUI hair tun thr- Irss IIHW ill If you 
know it ? ^ 

>ho was sihmt. 

1VII mr, ‘sirphanirA hn prl'astrd. 

Ilri” iws’ 'I i? !l l»‘di ifo his, 

tlavr 1 oviu hatoil you T* slw said, lirr vm, i* vrrf 

kiw* 

** If ! did not nnikn ymi halo nit* last inghk" In* said* 
fhti'i ViHi iirvor hiW'A .. 

** Ami I liovor titudl/* i|m in|ii'4tiiiriiird wndii her 

Iwtsitli* 

" That,'* said ITcrre. ” i» another nutter, You {»tgct 
that I am a bladcgward." 
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"..f i:;'.!;,”:' '“rwCh !■'** “"”<1 that mlgU 


tin ncd in his arms, responding instinctively. 


word 

anil rlnn- .'lusUy to hi'im 

" I f-i;yi rwrything,” she told him verv earne^thr 



J, 1|-- ;n nN gr. vv tense about her. She felt his breathing 
1"- I'.uvlul!” he muttered. “Be careful 1 1?<> 

mnnlirr, I .1111 not to be trusted.” ’ 

l-'Ut sill* .iiiswered him with that lauehter that l<t 
wit hout Ir.ir ;iiul more intimate than speech. 

All th.if IS over,” she said, and lifted her face to his. 
And th. 11 , more softly, m a voice that quivered and 
I trust you with my whole heart And Pierre 
my will ^S'^^'-kiss me-against 



WUF.RK THE IIlfARl' IS 


Of 1 knmv tliat a tjuirl, writ iiH^aniu' foul 

like inyHt*lf hasiiM; inueii of a ehauri' with wmuiuu, hut 
I just tlunight Ihl give y<ni the t>|t[Hir!iiiuly «»t ofiisiu* 
me, anti then wt* should know wh*a« we ueo-/’ 

It was leisurely uttennl, and without ativ hint td 
agitation, llu* speakt^r was lyittg on his tstil at the 
end id a long, greiui lawn. UK hat was uv< i i!a ttp|H‘r 
part id his iati% h-aving tndy Ids mouth \ i ahle, If was 
a singularly kimlly numth. Soine tiitie'* iwllrd d weak, 
thiuigh thii’i* was im sign of nervimsttry, ahouf n, Ihe 
clean lips math* tlieir statmnont witlHUil t.dtruiug and 
withiUit apparent einul, and, having spoknu irlaxed 
iiitii a faint smilt* that was ph-asantly diWoid of wif 
ramsiiinisiies:;, 

lln* girl at uho^e siile he lay hsteiird with a she, Id 
frown lH‘tWisiS hor i^Vi'S, shr was iiutvsitu)* iiiwatdlv 
with iiiiharraswnent, hut dn.* would haxr dost sMumi 
than have laliaved it. “lie* ^4iVr’4 rliild found ii hard 
III he shy with lids W'arinm Hts full name wo . 'lofirti 
hang hut lalHidv thisymsl of using it. hioin In « * tattle 
onwafils he had hern lots to all who kiirw Imu, !lis 
proposal was fothavetl hy a Veiy drudsd psoisr, thrig 
stilt frowning, the giil spoke, 

** Is it II joke 1 ^ 

Never iiiaile a joke in my life/* i^dd Tots. 

** llieii why dtui I yon ih* tl proiHulv ? '' 

There wits a ilrrkleil tuui h ul irritation in the *pirsikim 
The girl was leaning slightly forward, tnr hands 1 1 tsfual 
roiiitil her knee, Her black brows liaTed ilnnJedlf 
uficiifiiprtiiiimng* and there wm i family cuiiiriiipitiimt 
twbt abmil tier iip|>cr lip» 

■m ■■ 
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Wnrui?*}*?- V.** "t Tots. “ I suppose you 

T I'ln't ' '■ are managed, but 
1 1 ' m t : 1 . in see, it s my first attempt.” 

uwil n.eiy, as it were in spite of itself, the com 
t ( n , p I u M I i , u , ye became a very small smile. The girl’ s 
lUiK ev.s .Iw lt for several seconds upon that portion 
h. r Muter s countenance that was visible under the 
iim n li.it. I here was a wonderful serenity about the 
j'l' mtii ami dun slie studied. They did not look in the 
i-.i -t as It thru- owner were taking either himself or her 
S. rnni .!y. 1 by own lips tightened a little, and a sudden 

'.hot lip in'lund her black lashes — a gleam that had 
m it an rluMve glint of malice. She suffered her eyes to 
pa . . him :ind to rest upon a distant line of firs. 

Ill' man stretched out beside her remained motionless. 

Will', she said at last, with slight hesitation, 
should yon take it for granted that I should refuse 


you 




l*Ji r * said Tots. He stirred languidly, and removed 
hat fnun Ids lace, but he still maintained his easy 
attituilf. lie had heavy-lidded eyes, upon the colour 
td whifh inost people disagreed — eyes that never ap- 
piMrr‘d critical, and yet were somehow not wholly in 
kerpuig Willi the kindly, half-whimsical mouth. Fra 
licit takiid it for granted/' he said. '' I only think it 
likely* You see, al! I have to go upon is this : Every one 
lirreabrnilH is gettin* married or engaged, except you and 
That, of course, is all right for them, but it isn't 
pnnasely excitin' for us. I thought it might be more 
fun fill botli of us if we did the same. At least, I thought 
IM find out your opinion about it, and act accordinTy. 
If wo d»»uT. see alike about it, of course, there's no more 
to Ur saiti, WcTl just go on as we were before, and hope 
that sMiiel hill' else nice will turn up soon.", 

lu O’lirva our mutual boredom 1 " The girl's 
ianeli sfiunded rather hard. "'Don't you think," she '" 
a^kfih alter a moment, " that we should bore each other 
even unrse if we got engaged ? " 

" uh, I dan’l knowl" Tots laughed too—an easy, 
tiilifraiit laugh, "Could but try, eh?" he suggested. 

*' ITii tired of this everlastm' lookin' on/* 
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" So :im T -liorrihly tirod.” The girl rest' suddenly, 
withauiuvenieidcuuTmsly vehmtent. " Hut Iditmldii’t 
h:iv(^ tlinuidd you’d rare," she said, with u tourh of 
hitteruess. “ 1 shttuhi have thought a liiwiuf exi-iteuec 
suited you." 

'I’ots'sat up deliberately and put cm hi ' h.d. His 
manner liet rayed no resentment. 

" Really ? " he said, with his pli':is.t!rt stiuli*. " Von 
stte, one never knows.” 

He reached np a hand to her. and, woiek iiu ; a little 
at herself, she gave him In-r own tu a>_..t.t liiiu ti> lise. 

Ho got to his feet and stood ludoie In i ,i loom- 
limhed, awkward tignre that towered abov. U. t , making 
her fetd rather stnall. 

” It’s done, then, is it ? " lie questioned, still keeping 
her hand in his. 

She liioked np at him with a nervoir. laugh. eudly 
she was wondering how far he was goiu:; (u tauy the 
joke. 

“ Why, of rourse," she said. ” ('an \ou iui.i.uue any 
Bane woman refusing such a tnaguiliient oUei ; " 

Though she sulteretl that ring of moik< iv in her 
voice, site was still thinking as she sjioke th.it it wonUl 
serve him right if she fiighteiied him well bv letuitg him 
imagine that slm was taking him seiiuusly. 

“timid!" said 'I'ots, in the tone <4 one well ple.iM-d 
with his bargain. " H shall be iiry bte im ss to see that 
you do not regret it." 

And with the words he drew her hand through his 
arm, laughing bank at her with b.ifllmg . ompj.ieenre, 
and h'd her down the lung lawn with the ait tif one who 
bad taken {sissession. 

• • • * • 

Ruth Carey had been acfustomnl to (end for herself 
nearly all htV life. Her lot bad been cast m a very 
ftstrrow grtiow, and it had not rontairml a single gie,iin 
d romance to make it beautiful, Itie whole of her 
early girlhood had been spent burinl irt a l ountry 
vkarage, utterly out of touch with all the rest of the 
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wniM. Ih re she had lived with her grandfather, 

'* ^rec existence, wholly independent 

^v. te wuig, as it were, a way for herself in a 
empty and almost unthinkably 

lii'S!. wla-ii slie was cight-and-twenty, a silent, 
nniMii 1\‘ iindvvelopcd woman, the inevitable change 
l ! * ! * * s 1 ; . . f } r r g!*andfather had died, and she had gone 
‘ ; hryuud the sky-line of her desert into the 

» : I -'A < s ‘ : t i iui t .1 igh Ih res of men. 

It' r; tauwd uf cousins with whom she made her 
hrr unattractive, and took no special pains 
tn. .-v r turtluT. "Hiey were all younger than she 
A , , ; ; .t ! u 1 i hi t h<* brim of their own various interests. 
ni !ii ills, three were already engaged, and one 

. t 'U ! ii" rvf of marriage. 

It V, i. at this juncture that Tots had lounged into 
Khtli' t ‘sa.-.l, -ration and proposed himself as a can- 
dld-lff’ !' 1 hrr lavnlir. 

'!* t . V.,; , a. familiar friend of the family. Every one 
lila d hihi m a ti'larant, joking sort of way. No one 
hHik liuu ’.‘ tinuslv. He was to act as best man at the 
halluMuiitr; wiMliUng, being a near friend and the host 

ut tllr bl 

ruifmnilv kind to man and beast, he had made 
iiiiiurlf Imly pleasant to the unattractive cousin. 
i th urn tunee' h;ul thrown them a good deal together, 
and 1 h‘ had nut t|tiarrelkd with circumstance. He had 

ai ijiiii ^red with a smile. 

He made it af>pear in some fashion absurd that they 
slKiiild nut at least be friends/and then, having gained 
that mni'h, he astounded her by proposing to her. It 
was a pirpusterinis situation. Having at length freed 
hti t if ijuni him, she escaped to the house to review it 
with buuiing^ cheeks. It was nothing but a joke, of 
i um-.r *4 cimise, however he might repudiate the fact, 
am! hr ir. taped it with all her might. She would 
fraih turn that such jokes were not to be played upon 
hn with mipuiutv. She had no one to defend her from 
tliia irs uf iusult. Sho would defend herself. Sh^ 
waniiii fuul him as he sought to fool her. 
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.'Bur ilit'iv was a yet na.>re painful ordeal in stiire for 
her that nifaht in hi]lia.n]a“«uin}, had '-h.* Inn kuiavu 
it.^ The morrow’s biidejaroonn I’hvd Djiut'o,, ha\an^^ 
faikal to exiraite an easy shot, some one aeeie,.n! hiui 
of |')ossi‘ssinn' shaky ru‘rvt‘S. 

“ Vttu’il iit'ver riel through to morrow it \ on mu’t dci 
an <Msy thinn' that/' \v,is tlu* laurjiiii!: omaik. 

Tots up. 

tth, ro! 1 4 he hrider;rooni has no hnane,- to sutler 

with the jumps. 1‘haBs tlm lust mauT. puwirue. 
lie dtMS all the W(»rk, ami has all thf^ re pMU ahilii v. 
Wliy. Em sltakiid in my slmes whenever I tluuk of 
timuorrow, latt if it were iny own weihlitd 1 shouhiuT 
turn a Iiaird' 

Young Danvers gmfawrd at this. 

Bet y<Hdll turn the (sTnir ttf this t.ildc wfosi the 
timt‘ romes, if it K'ver does eoim% whieh I <hjuBt ! 

'' Why ? (|liestii>mHl Tots* 

Danvers laniihed again, enjoyinst ilje juke, ’Dn*; was 
always more or less <4 a butt to lu> friends. 

** In the first pkuas ytndtl never have tle^ iotiiage oi 
the energy to propose.' In t!ie MMunh no mil vumhl 
ever take ytm senonslv. In the thiid • ” 

Jle broke iup sirnek sileiit bv a wlinllv tme\perletl 
clDplav of eueig.v on the pan oi lot-s uhn ire! uddiidv 
hurled a pieee of rlmlk at Imn from the otleu end of the 
rcHum It hit him sinatily on the shotddep having a 
white paleh to testify to the rxeellenee of lofTs aim! 

** I lieg your pardon/* sahl Tots tnildhu But vou 
really shoiildi/t talk sueli rot* parlktdailv ni the pie 
senct* of mv Ikneee/* 

He turned onind io Rutin who was shriiikiny info a 
corma* behind hiiiu iiml with a raniiily Ki'slure diew 
her forward* 

III the IiihI pl»ita% * he 5aid* inldfe^'’i'iiiif flie as** 
namblfd cuiiipaiiy with a good hummirrd hinihs *' 1 had 
the ccmriige and the rrirrgv* to juo|iiisr only lids alirr- 
noon. In the seaim! plaee* this lady did me the iip. 
cstifiiiilik favour of takin* me si*fiiiirs!y,. And in ifit 
^lird place, we* it guild icigef murrird aiinoii iw jirmsihle/^ 
In the attoiindcii iileiict ihm Iwlbwed ihm mh 


untlut* 


WHERE THE HEART IS ^05 

h... stooped, with no exaggeration of rever- 
’•'!>* the icy, trembling hand he held. 


!' knew afterwards how she came through 
•* mcmients. She was as one horror- 

: :uH|uiescence. She scarcely heard the 

i- ' ui ('oiiirratulation all about her. The 
: •;! which she was vividly conscious, over and 

; ‘ ;iu-uish of consternation, was the fast 
•' \ h.inil. it seemed to hold her up, to sustain 
tur vt-ry soul of her was ready to faint with 


-he .:;a nut t»vcn remeniber later how she effected 
^ “ ‘‘h" Init slu‘ liad a vague impression that - 

i 'h > ncin i :« «! it for her. It was all very dreadful and 
» ‘t » !i' u dhhe Slu‘ felt as if she were suddenly 
i -I’l In 10 a tiap from which there could never be any 
» 'Mpic A Oil she was terrihed beyond all reason. 

Ail fla* ih;*hl she lay awake, turning the matter over 
and iHtj', hut in i*very respect it presented to her a 
piohhui too complicated for her solution. When 
mMiiiiiiu eamr slu‘^was tired out physically and mentally, 
rtUi dh'U. <uiily of an ardent desire to flee from her 
porpir\ifn s, 

l!t/r csiiruuhs wtnkling occupied the minds of all, and 
'ihr tipciit the f»arlit‘r hours in comparative peace in the 
husllc of preparation. She saw nothing of Tots, 'and 
she lii»pr 4 *liiH responsibilities would keep him too busy 
U i *^pare lief any of Ins attention. 

Vmn liof*** ‘ * When she went to her room to don her 
hiidf^-niaid's dress, she found a smdl parcel awaiting 
Willi a sinking heart, she opened it, a jeweller’s 
box vaili a strip of paper wound about it. The paper 
liHatuun d a message in four words : With love from 
lolsA 

A \uld fmmilt arose within her, and her fingers shook 
!!i.,n rntdtl scarcely remove the lid of the box. 
‘UIH tliir: at length, she stood motionless, staring with 
widf% *n,iird eves at the ring that lay shining inrthe 
Hiinliglit, aw though she beheld some evil charm. The 
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clia.ino!i(ls nasheil in her eyes and iki'iilvd lur, making 
her see imlliing hut tiny pimpoinis uf iunT'raMt* light. 
Her hear! !lunii|H*il and raeed as thnueji it weuld rlmke 
her. rnrenseieiisly site gaspeil fur hr»mh. Tiiat 
ring was tt> her another bar in Hie duta'uf Iht prisoie^ 
hniise. 

At an nrgtni! I'all from oiu^dher eomau^, He* starfetl 
and ahiios! threw t!ie box, with its (ami* nts, iut<i a 
drawer. Ih*v(*rishly she began to die'.";. It ua. nme!* 
later than sin* had realkei!. When sln^ appmied in the 
hall with tin* other Inidesmaids, sinne um- 10:1. u L* d n|Hai 
her deatlily palh»r, bttl sin* shrank away !e hind the bnd<g 
anxious only in sereen herself from tffe-eu at imu. Mi<* 
wonhl have given all she h.nl |t^ have avfsd' d I ufs jiea 
then, but there was no e^aMpe for her. IP' a.t . in the 
clnmligioreh as she entered it, thuue.h tleO' was no 
time for more than a lmrii*'d hand Hasp. 

The fhnreh was verv hot, and the mi'ii nt rrmstH 
great. Site lislenf'd to the uentiag** -v-n n « j u pti'.uinr 
might listen to his ileath M-ntemts I he ine \ mi .ihdit v 
of it was anguish to hrr ti^ituod imaemuieet And all 
the wliile slie wasionsrious vividiv, friti!»l\ » Mie^aoiiH 
'"•■of ‘ruts* presemag Tuts* insemtaldi* st rn!nr\g ‘Itifs* 
triumpti of possession, lb* would nrwi le !' go, she 
felt. She was Ins bevund all dispute, lb- liad askfd, 
and Hie had besloweth not undnslandmg wind slir was 
cioiiig. 

Tlute foiild be no wifhdraw*aJ now. she i'utili} not 
picture Iieiself asking ftir it. ami shi* was stiiv jn* wutild 
mil grant it if sin* did. He would oiilv laiigit. 

There fell a sudden siletiee ill the ehno li a < minm, 
Uimaturat sileiire. It seemed to be gruw'ing very iiark, 
and Hie womhird, panting, if it w«i'e Hie daikiiess tliai 
m Muotliered her. Willi a sharp movement she lifted 
her fare, gasping as a half drowned person gaxps, And 
everywhere afmve* artumd lirr* wwn* imv. itatiriiii 
palitis of light. 

, ♦ ■* . ■ * « • 

**ThiTi bfttrr/* said Tols*.- ** IhiiiT he Iriglit* 
tntd* If SI iill fighlW 
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ii ish,!, h.'.’r S'lnnd/’ reassuringly, and then 
< ' n.,.uul sta eTat against 

. nil f like a woman. On her 

i 4p!f vras stooping 
0* . , I , iiojuuig a glass of water. ® 

\ i.nruod fn.m the heat,” she explained. “ But 

1; ^ ^ack « I were you. 

.j._ ^ "f Kwth withdrew her hand from 


t r ; : 1 ! 

i ]i \ t 
It !» li 


‘hr itiurmured. 

■-.•i'l Tuts kindly. “ Nobody’s blamin’ 
‘fi-'l- 1 Is tins infernal heat. You stay 

“'I a hit. I must go back and see that 
' b'-., mum- all right. But I’ll come and 

; -n ward;;.’' 


and Kuth suddenly realised an urgent 
tii < d I, tj rrlif ude. She turned to her cousin. 

! t.i, i.!ra-,(.. go ! I shall be all right. It is cool and 
'i.i !'lv n. iu. .And they will be looking for you in the 
V. ,i I . I'lcasf go ! I will wait till— Tots comes back.” 

l!ri , ..mil! d.-innired a little, but it was obvious that 
b 5 ;;i.ii!i,iii<,ji fNl in with Ruth’s request, and it was 
n!... .ptiti- (ibuuns that Kuth did not want her. So, 
altt r Muue perstiasum, slm yielded and went. 

Jhuiti?t tiy; interval that followed, Ruth sat in the 
i|tin t vhtuvr jnsimi of sight of the vestry door, bracing 
In f d‘!f tfi iiii’et Tots and implore him to set her free. 
It wa * 4 had quarter of an hour for her, and wdien, at 
file rfid of it, 'fots came, she looked on the verge of 
faiutiUHt again. 

" -nv 1 <'nuldu*t come before,*' said Tots. But 
mv i» ’.pHUMhilities are over now, thank the gods. I 
!.trj pH r, iitiw, y<ni didn't have time for anything to 
i ynu came ? ’* 


Hit, \\a‘, thn actual truth. Ruth owned it with a 
<4 ynilt. And suddenly she found that she 
o I hm! sprak then. There was something that^ 
inad*- If iinpn-ahk*. Perhaps it was the loud clash of 

I hr I .rllr (fVrdiriuL 
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: great need what th«y 

' ‘‘i V .’!’ ^'’,*^'''’‘^^^‘^‘fie^ent matter altogether 
• . ': ilhil "t’ ^ bove a sheet 
< t*'i -tin. , t J'' ®be was again over- 
*•■ H>n«l^t physical impossibility of putting 
on into bald words. SimpC^Sf 
.; V ( * *■'’ ^fbng with it. He had told 
j'tking. She had believed the contrary 
.»'-ur.mr.v. And she had dared to trifle 
■ 4! !us utUT as a jest 

I Iw I'vplain flow apologise, for such a 
<•»'< ? I ho thing was beyond words, and 
■'.t '.ii,' up the attempt in despair. She 
1 iiint b.ie ; lus ring in silence, and perhaps 
nieli 1 .t.uiii. At least, he would know that 
!■ uiiwuiiUv uf that which he had offered her. 
• 111.' lilt;; fiuin its hklhig-place, and once more 
.Iselit tlf.hed up<m its stones. For a space she 
p.t.'tm; tixedly. iis one fascinated. And then, 
h . ui.'Xplir.ihly. her eyes tilled with tears,, and 
.1 iij. th<- little box hurriedly with fingers that 


''h' tni the panvl to Tots, and put it aside with 
tlif i;t(i i.u at ol {HtNtiug it herself. A tiny strip of paper 
»>» t!i' ih ' .t atti.u ted her atttmtion as she turned. She 
j !■ u up It WAS only Tots’ simple message in four 
Hh .(t .she eaiight her breath shai-ply as she 

s!ipS>»-i'. It into her dress. ... ' / 

Hniu. ’ h‘tiih Carey stood in the little inn-parlour 
tliat •itie It t.f hunevsuc’kle and stale tobacco, and looked 
at iif.'i tie- village street. It looked even narrower than 
lit th. .lid davi. ami the pond on the green had shrunk 
t'. a ti.uk pmldle. The old grey_ church on the 
hU! 4 like a thild’s toy, and the quiet that brooded 
ev.-nsUtei.- was the quiet of stagnation. An ancient 
dog 'sa . hiiipmg ihiwn the road— the only living thing 
in MKld ■ ' 

llir gitl twriinl from the window with a heavy sigh. 
She was ewiDu iotis of a great emptiness, of a craving 
tw itHrnw to hv silenced, a feveridi longing that had 
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‘‘ Fire away ! ” saitl Tots. 

I want to know— I want to know 

stumbled a.i'ain, and broke oil in distrerw. 

'lots wheeled round as he sat, and bn.uiiTht his lone 
legs ini o the room, ' ' " 

“J’leaso don’t.” she begged hastiiv. "I I don’t 
want you inside.” ' ** 

He^ilid not reiiri- ag'ain, nor d.jd hi' aih'.ujre. 

” Von want to know—- ” hi‘ said. 

\\itli a sluiHiulons efi'ort .she f.U'ed anti at; .\u i, d ftim 

T Wiint to know what made \iiu .isk nte to nine 
you.” ■ ' ■ ■ V 

_ 1 ots tlid not tit onee reply, lb- t.if on hi', piueh with 
lus bai'k to the light, ;inil eontemphited In r. 

1 should have thoiigltf a elever litih- eiH hk 
nught have guessed that," hes.iidat leneth, 

This W.isiiitolerat.le. Mie felt hei < < .ui age , bbim last 
• ‘ V,‘ '' <i'"T''‘'ale' .piivi! in hir 

voiee. aiiu I I’ln nut good at giie.s.ing luldles,” 

III tlie Sllelirc- th.d folluwe.l, she Wollth led uildiv if 
she hail lu.ule Imn angry at last. Then h,- ..p,,].,. i,i hiv 
usual good mat tired drawl, and her heart g.ive a yie.ti 
■throb of relief. 

'I T think you’re ehalliit’.” he s.ii.t. 

_ "I'm not " she .tssurei! him teverishlv. ” I'n. not 
Jndeetl. I always mean what I ;,av. Th.tt o. '■ 

^ Ut e.tnrse," s.dd 'iVts. with kindly ieas-a„,,iiee 

I kiirw tmit. Why, my lir.ir rhU4» ih4r\ jum w!s tf 

n'a! 'n*’’* ' " ^ lihm' ttt ymj for ih.d very 

She st.ired at him speet hlesdv. '{here was absolutely 
nutiimg h it lit sav. He really eared for her, it i--emrd 
Hu realiv eared 1 Am! she r With a gasp of dvM.au 
she abandoned the mua|ual stiife, and htd lor f.ite fumi 

“l "**■'■* 

knowledge emuf to her so {ate ? 

H« was by her sitle iti an instant, stroking. sooH.ing 
comforting her. as though slie hml heeii a ehihi, U hen 
she pariwUy reeovered herself In-r Jiead was against {tin 
shoulder, and he wan drying her eyeg tlunmiv bt 
tenderly with his own hiU)dJ^££tj|iicf, 
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‘‘ Fire away ! ” said Tots. 

“ I want to kiunv—I Wvint to kmov - - 
stuuibli'cl and broke oil in distn:'>>. 

Ttits whci'led roiiud as he sat. and bruu;.;!it his Ion,, 
k'tis into the rnoai. ‘ ' ^ 

■■Tlras<; don’t ” she l>egged hastily. ” 1 H 
want yon insuii>.” 

Uiulid not retire at;ain, nordid he adv.inrt*. 

“ You want to know— ” lie said. 

Y'ith a .stniiemlous ctt'ort .she iaet d and .ue.w, •, ,1 him 

T want to know what made von ask im- to m tnv 
yon. ■ ‘a 

Tots did not at omv reply. He s.u on l,i , prieh with 
lus h.iek to the lipht, and eoiiteinpl.iti d In i . 

_ I dioulil h.is'e thotipiif a i!r\ii htile ritl hi. ni 
iiught have puessed that." he ;..ud .It 1. ni'.ti,! 

Hiisw.is intolerable, .slie felt In i , oin.o;e ebbiiu l,e;t, 

^ I III not rlever. she s.iid, .1 ile-.pri.iie ijiiivn in hi-r 
Vou-e, ■' and r I’m not gooii at gne.. ,iuu tid.ll.-:,,” 

In tile sih-nee th.it followerl. she woiah jr-d wiMK- if 
She had nude fum anpry at hist, 'i h.-n h.- -i.oke in his 

niiink t'ou’re lE.dtin'." Iw s.iid. 

- " ‘'i"? assureii hiiii fevtiEhlv. '* I'm not 

indeed, I always niy.ui what I sav. Th.it is 

Ut !-aid 'lots, with kiudlv i. isau.iii.e. 

I knew that. Why, my ihur liuid. that's pi.t whit 

reason*’’'' "* ^ 

Mie 'l.irrd .It him speerldessly. ‘Jhere W.H afe.ohlt elv 
.tiutlum; left to s.iv, lie really eantl for Jmr, it se.-m. ,1 
H«t le.dlv eared ! And she t With a nasp „f 
she ab.mdunrd the un.aiual .stiife, .md hid h. r f.u .• fi,.,,, 
him ttt an agony of tears. Why. why, whv, h.td ihia 
knowledge come to her so late ? 

He was by her side in an instant, stroking, southing 
comfortuig her, as tlimtch tdti? h.-nl h-en a dnld W hui 




